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The History and Proceedings of 
theUOVSEofLOKDS,nvithtbe 

Debates 4W(s/ Protests therein. 

The Eayl of Mingdm. 

Y Lords, I fife up only to take Notice, that Ann. 12 Geo,II. 
I am foipiized to hear this Bill reprefented ^73 9^ 
as a Reibaint upon the Cfown, witli regard ^— '_"*" ^ 
to its Powdr of rewanling Merit. Can theTHeEarlof 
Publication, or open Declaration of fuch a •^»'»^^«'»* 
Reward, be any Reftraint either upon th« 
Giver or Receiver ^ My Loids, when the Reward is given 
fcr real and honoorable Services, the Publication of it addl 
Honour both to the Giver and Receiver; and, therefore, I 
an ooBvinced, that neither the Giver nor Receiver will 
ever dofixe to have the Gratuity concealed, but when it is 
^ven for iolne inj&mous Piece of Service ; and if this Bill 
ftooM be a Relbaint upcm the Power of giving Rewards fot 
UiServices, I hope, no Lord will iay, it ought to be an Ob- 
joftjoB to the Billi . For my Pkrt, I am fo ^ from think- 
ing k wrong, to oblige the Members of the other Houfe to 
give an Account publicly of the Rewards and Gratuities they 
teoeive from the Crown^ that I wiih we had a Law for oblig- 
ing every Man in the Kingdom to do the fame. It would be 
k 6r from le(&ning, that it would render the Favours of the 
Crown more honourable than they ever can othcrwife be. Wfc 
bvt a noble Duke amongft us, who now poiTeiTes an Eilate 
that was given by the Crown to his Anceftor, with the Confent 
of both Monies of Parliament, and with the Approbation, I am 
(ore, of a gi*eat Majority of the Nation. It was a Reward 
given (<»' f€9al and great Services ; and the giving it in this pub- 
Ik Maimer, will be a kftiiig Honour to the Man that received 
it, to the Queen that gave it, and to the Nation that approved of it. 

Tlie Duke of Vewcafik. 

* My Lords, as one of the greateft Grievances a Society can The Duke of 
bepla^ied with, is a Multiplicity of unneceffary, ineffe£lual,^t«'^«^<^^* 
and inconvenient Laws, when we are to give our Confent to the 
paffing of a new Law, for remedying a Grievance already felt, 
or preventing one that is forefeen, we ought to confid'^r mature- 
ly, whether i^ Law propofed be necelury, whether it will be 
eifisdual, and what Inconveniencies it may be attended with. In 
thefe three feveral lights I have confidered the Bill now before 
w; and the Refult in every one of them,, fo &r as I can Judge, 
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Ann. 13 Ge6.II. is no Way fevouraUe for the Bill. With regard to the Necefftty 
»739« of it, I muft obferve, that no Bill for preventing a Grievance, 
can be fo neceflkry as one brought in for remedying a Grievance % 
and, therefore, a Bill of the former Sort, before it can merit our 
Approbation, as to the Neceflity of it, ought to ftand onim- 
peached as to the two other Heaids. It cannot be faid, that the 
Bill now under our Coniideration is a Bill for remedying a Grie* 
vance already felt. We have before us no Proof of there being 
at prefent any one Pcnfioner or bribed Perfdn in the Houfe of Com- 
mons. No fuch Fa6l has been allerted even by the warme^il Ad- 
vocates for this Bill, nor is there (b much as an Jnflnuation of i( 
in any Part of the Preamble. The Bill, therefore, is intended 
for preventing a Grievance, or a Danger, which fome amongfl us 
pretend to forefee ; and the Neceflity for the Bill mull be in Pro- 
portion to the Perfpicuity and Certainty of thgt Foreiight. 

Now, my Lords, for my own Part, I muft confefs, the Dan- 
ger pretended to be apprehended, is to me neither perfpicuous nor 
certain. My forefeeing Faculty may, perhaps, be lefe exteniive 
than that of others ; but whilil the Members of the other Houie 
are, for the moil Part, Gentlemen of the beft Families and For- 
tunes in the Kingdom, as they now are, and, I think, muft al- 
ways be, I can never think our Conftitution in any Danger from. 
.Corruption ; becauie it is upon our Conftitution their E&tes and 
families depend ; and it cannot be fuppofed, that a Gentleman 
of a large Eftate and antient Family, will conientto render both 
precarious, by putting an End to our Conftitution, for the Sake of 
.any Peniion or Bribe, it is even now in the Power of the Crown 
to beftow i efpecially when he coniiders, that even his Penfion 
muft ceafe, or the Pofteiling of his Bribe will become precarious, 
as foon as our Conftitution is deftroyed, For this Reaibn, fup- 
poie we fhould fall under the Misfortune of having a Prince up- 
on the Throne, that formed Prqjedts agai{)ft our Liberties, yet, 
I cannot think, it would be in the Power of that Prince, t9 
render his Prpjefts fucceisful, \>y bribing the Members of the 
other Houfe, qnlefshe fhould firft turn out of it, moft of thofe 
who have any Eftates pf their own to depend on ; and I can- 
pot fee how this is poflible, confidering the Methods prefcribed 
by our Conftitution, for a Gentleman's acquiring and preferving 
a Right to fit in that Houfe. The Danger pretended to be ap- 
prehended, is, therefore, fo far from being forefeen by me, 
that I do not think it poffible for us to fall into any fuch, and^ 
confcquently, I muft think the Bill quite unncceflaiy. 

Then, my Lords, as to its being eiFeftual : Can any one fup- 
pofe, that a Man who is wicked enough to fell bis Covuitty for 
a Bribe, would have any Regard for Perjury ? Can it be 
fuppofed, that he would refufe to take the Oath prefcribed 
'by this Bill, or that he would, in the leaft, boggle at deny- 
ing, ujjon Oath, his having cyer received any Penfiop, R^ 
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kavaxd, or Gratuity fiom the Crown ? Sikh a Man will al- Ami^ 13 Geo. JU 
ways ftand more in Awe of a Penalty, than of any Oath '739- 
you can invent j and the Penalties of Perjury can be no more ^ 
terrible to him, than equal Penalties which may be inilidted 
by Law, without interjifing the facied Solemnity of an Oath. 
It will always be as difficult to prove the Pcijury, as to 
prove the firibery ; becaufe the latter Crime mull be proved^ 
before the Criminal can be convi£led of the former ^ and^ 
therefore, if the Secrecy of the Crime be aii Entouragement 
for Men to be guilty of Corruption, it will be an equal Encourage- 
ment for their being guilty of Perjuiy, by denying their Cbrrup* \ 
iion upon Oath. From hence, I think, it is apparent, that 
the Bill now before us may octaiion a great deal of Per- 
jury^ without having the leaft Efied, as to preventing the 
jDaJttger we may be in from Corruption. 

lAis, of occafioning fieqUent Peijuries, and thereby render- 
ing the Crime ^miliar ana frequent in other Cafes as well 
as this, will, in my Opinion, be a moH certain, and a moil 
iatai Confequcnce of paffing the Bill now before us into a 
law ; but ' this, my Lords, is far from being the only Incon- 
venience It wiU be attended with. If this Bill, however a- 
mended, ihould be pafled into a Law, it will be attended with 
& many, ajid fuch dangerous Inconveniencies, that nothings 
1 think, but the utmofi: Necefiity ihould prevail with us to 
agree to it. Suppofe a Gendeman ihould be candid enough 
ID dedare to the. other Houfe any Gratuity or Reward he 
itceivcs from die Crown, can any one tell what fuch an Af- 
fembly may do upon fuch a Dedaration ? They may, there- 
upon, vote hind guilty of Bribery, and not only expel him» 
but . commit him to Neavgate, and addrefi his Majefly to or- 
der his Attorney- General to profecute him. In thjs Cafe, 
no Merit, no public Service would be admitted as an £x- 
Cttfe : Eveii Aomiral t^emm himfelf might be treated in this 
Manner, notwithHanding his great Services, if he happened, 
to make (lich a Declaration in a Ho6(e of Commons that 
did not like his Face, t (hall grant, that the Penalties can 
be recovered only by a Profecution at Common Law, and 
upon (uch Profecution the Judge and Juiy are not bound to 
foDow the Judgment of the Houfe of Commons i but fuch a pre- 
vious Judgment would be of the moft dangerous Confequepce to 
the Peribn accufed ; for a Judge would be loth to dircft the Jury* 
or detcfrmihe, contrary to the Judgment of a Houfe of Commons* 

Such a Declaration might, therefore, be, in many Cafes, 
of the moft fatal Confequence to fpme of the beft and mofl 
faithful Servants of the Crown. If a Houfe of Commons 
flK>uId, at any Time, become fa£Uous, and that fuch a Thing 
may happen, will not, I believe, be deni&d^ the ableU and moS 
feithfiil servants qf the Crown would be in the greateft Dan- 
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iUm. i3Geo.n. ger, if they happenM to be Members of the other Houfe- 
1739^ . ^*y» '^^ * Dectawtion might be of the moft dangerous 
' ' Cbnfeqtiencc to fomc of your Lordfhips 5 for if any Mem- 
ber of the odiet Hode fhoind receive a well-merited Revi^aid from, 
the Crown, and flionld declare it td the Hotfe, as he would be' 
obligKl to do, IhoQldthis Bill be paifed into a Law, th^y mighr 
ftrft vote it BriberT^, and then enquire who it was that gav^e it, 
or advifed giving it ; and if, npo^fuch Enquiry, itfhould ap- 
pear, that any of your Loidlhips had been concerned in giving 
or advifing it, they might, and would, probably, malce it a 
Ground of Impeachment againft that Lord who had conveyed^ 
or advifed giving, what thty had voted to be a corrupt Gratuity 
or Reward. 

Thus, my Lords, the Bin now before us, ihould it' pafs into 
a Law, might be made a Handle for oppreflingthebeft ^nrants 
of the Crown, and, on the other hand, ic may become a Screen 
for Pcnfioners and corrupted Members ; for, by Ais BID, the o- 
ther Houfe is not obliged to remove a Penfioner, even after he 
has declared that he is fo ; and if a Majority of diem were Pen- 
fioners, it is not to be fuppofed, they woaM remove any Man for 
having a Penlbn. Some Exciife would be found for die molf 
corrupt Reward that could begiven, for the moft flagrant Bribery 
that could be made uie of. The moftnotorious I^fioner wduld 
legtdarfy dedare every Year to the Houfe, that he had received 
fodi a Sam of Money from the Crown, a3 a Reward for fome 
feppofed public Services, and the Houfe would, every Year, de- 
dare it to be noPenfion, but a proper and juft Reward. This 
would, 'oi courfe, prevent 9ny Member's being profecuted for 
fittiiigand vodngin th^ Hoafe, after having a Penfion fettled 
upon nim !^ the Oown ; for no private Man would venture to 
prolecute, after a "Houfe of Cbmmons had dedared, that there 
was no Ground for fuch a Profecution ; and divs the Bill, now 
tmder our C6nfidera;tion, inftead of enforcing, woufd invalidate 
the Laws we have now in being, for preventing Ptnfioners from 
having Seats iti the Houfe df Cbmmons. 

I thmit I have now flicwn, my Lairds, that this Bill is uime- 
ce&y, that it will be ineffel^uaV and that it wifl be attended 
with many and great laccnveniendes. Thefe are the Lights in 
which it appears to me, and no Lord diat views it in the lane 
Light, oan, I think, give his C6nfent to the p ffing it into a 
Law. As for the Effeft, our re^£Ung it may have upon the 
Peopde without Doors, I am ejrtremely eafy about it I believe, 
no one will doubt my AfteAron for oar prefent Royal Family, 
or Ay Zeal for their Prcfervation and Security ; but I can never 
be induced to think, that their Security depends upon ourpalfnig 
ffpaieci^Ssxy Ltiws, and much lefs Upon our paiSng fuch a Law a^ 
•ibis, wliiti, in my Opinion, wodd yrtry much diminifli the 
Preiiogative^f the Crown, The Pbwer of rewaiding Merit, 
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wi&oat the Controul of either Houfe of Parliament, is one of Aaa- 15 Geo. If, 

the ddefeft Prero^ives, and one of the firmeft Supports of the , ^^ 1; 

Crown ; and as diis Power would, by the Bill now before us, 

{hooldit pals into a Law, be expofed to the daily Controul of 

the Houfe of Commons, I am fure, no Man that views it in 

^ light I do, and wifties well to the Royal Family, can find 

Fault with our rejedtii^ it The Securi^r of our prefent Royal 

Family depends upon the Prefervation of our Conftitution in aU 

its Parts. The Liberties and Privileges of the People have, ever 

finoe the AcceiHon of this Family, remained untouched, un- 

attempted to be encroached on by theX^rown ; and in Return, 

the People ought not, I think, to attempt to encroach upon the 

Prerogatives of the Crown. It is upon this mutual Juftice and 

Moderation, the Prefervation of our Conflitution depends : ^ It is 

upon this the Security of our prelent Royal Family depends ; ' 

and, thenefoFe, Ihop^ your Lordlhips will unanimoufly agree, 

not only in leMng this Motion, but in rejecting the Bill. 

The Earl of C^€/?^f;fe^. 

* My Lords, it is now fo late, and fo much has been faid mcbf^er^id. 
Favour of the Queftion, by Lords much abler than I, that I 
{bail detain you but a very diort While with what I have to iav 
tipoa the Subje^ It has been laid, by a noble Duke, that tki$ 
£il2 can be look'd on, only as a Bill for preventing a Grievance 
that is ^lefeen, and not as a Bill for remedying a Grievance that 
is already felt, becauie it is not aflerted, nor fo much as iniinu- « 

aOed in the Preamble of the Bill, that any corrupt Practices are 
tiow made ufe of fisr gaining an undue Influence over the other 
Houfe. My Lords, wis was the very Reafon for bringing in the 
Sn : They could not aflert that any iiich Pra£ticesare now made 
ule of, without a Pipof ; and the Means for coming at this .Proof, 
is what they want, and what they propofe to get by this Biil* 
They fufped there -aie fuch Pradices, but they cannot prove 
it : The Crime is of fuch a fecret Nature, that it can veiy fel- 
dam be proved by Witneflb ; and, therefore, they want to put 
it to the Tnal,at kaft, of being proved by the Oath of one of 
the Fiuties ; which is a Method often taken in dies that can 
admit of no other Proof. This is, therefore, no Atgument of 
the Gricygnce's not being felt ; fora Man may, very fenfibly^ 
feel a Grievance, and yet may not be able to prove it. 

That there is a Sufpicioa of fbm^ fuch Pra^ices being now 
made uie o^ or that they will ibon be made ule of^ the many 
itemonllrances from all Farts of the united Kingdoms are a fuf- 
Scient Proof: That this Sufpicion has crept into the other Houfe, 
their having b frequendy Tent up this Bill, is a manifeft Demon* 
Ibrataoxi, and a ilrong Argument for its being neceifary to have 
ibme factk Bill paded into a Idw. Hie other Houfe muil be al- 
lowed 


^ 4H ) 

iUn. 13 0«o. ii.'^^^wed to • be bettcf Judges of wliatpaffes, or may pafs^ wittuJ. 
1739. ^hc^r own Walls, than wc can pretend to be. It iS evident, the^ 
fufpefl, that corrupt Pradlices have been, or may foon be made 
ufe of, for gaining an undue Influence over feme of their Mem* 
bcrs ; and they have caculated this Bill for curing the Evil if it 
is felt, for preventing it if it is only forefeen. That any fuch 
Pra£lices have actually been made ufe of, or are now made ufd 
of, is what I fhall not pretend to affirm ; but, I am fure, I fhall 
not affirm the contrary. If any fuch are made ufe of, I will, 
with Confidence, vindicate his Majeily. I am fure he knows 
nothing of them. I am fure he would dlfdain to fufier them ; 
but I cannot pa(s fuch a Compliment upon his Miniflers, nor up* 
on any Set of MiniHers that ever was, or will be, in this Nati- 
on ; and therefore, I think, I cannot more ^thfully, more ef- 
fedlually, ferve his prefent Majeily, as well ad his Succeflbrs, 
than by patting it out of the Power of a Miniflerto gain any cor- 
rupt Influence over either Houfe of Parliament Such an At- 
tempt may be neceflary for the Security of the Minifler ,• but 
can never be neceflary for, muil always be inconfiflent with, the 
Security of his Mafler ; and the niore neceflary it is for the Mi^^ 
niiler*s Security, the more inconfiflent it will always be with the 
Xing% and the more dangerous to the Liberties of the Nation. 
To pretend, my Lords that this Bill diminifhes, or any Way 
encroaches upon the Prerogative, is fomething very ftrange. 
What Prerogative, my Lords ? Has the Crown a Prerogative to 
bribe, to infringe the laws, by lending its Penfloners into the 
other Houfe ? To fay fb, is deftroying the Credit, the Authorinr 
of the Crown, under Pretence of fupporting its Prerogative. If 
his Majelty knew, that any Man received a Penfion from him, 
or any Thing like a Penfion, and yet kept his Seat in the other 
Houle, he would himfelf declare it, or withdraw his Penfion, 
becaufe he knows it is againfl Law. This Bill, therefore, no 
Way diminifhes or encroaches upon the Prerogatives of thd 
Crown, which can never be exercifed but for the public Good i 
It diminifhes only the Prerogatives ufurped by Minifters, which 
are never exercifed but for its DeilruAon. The Crown may 
Hill reward Merit in the proper Way, that is, openly. The Bill 
is intended, and can operate only againfl clandefline Rewards or 
Gratuities given by Miniflers : Thefe are fcandalous, and nevef 
were, nor will be given but for fcandalous Services. 

True Generofity, and true Merit, my Lords delight in Sutt- 
fhine. It is glorious to reward true Merit, it is glorioiis to re- 
ceive the Reward ; and, therefore, whoever gives or receivey 
the Reward, will be fond of doing it publicly, and of declaring 
it openly, without Fear of being impeached of Corruption. When 
Admiral F'emon was a Member of^ the other Houfe, the Majo- 
rity was generally againft him : They did not then like his Face 1 
and, I believe, if he were ilill a Member, they would as little 
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like it now ; yet, if he IhouM receive a Reward from the Crown, Ann. 13 G«o, n, 
that Majority would not, I believe, vote that Reward to be a ^7 3 9^ 
Bribe, I am fenj&ble. Majorities have ibmetimes done very ex- 
traordinary Things ; but yet, I do not believe, they would do 
this ; becaiife that Admiral has fo well deferved a Reward. He 
has done vfith fix Ship, about 2000 Seamen, and 200 tattered 
^Idlers irom Jamaica, what, we were told, could not be done 
bf a laig^ Squadron, ^nd, at leaft, 8000 Seamen, when our 
Ships and SaUors lay rotting at the Baftimento^s, When War 
was reiblved on, he was called from plowing the Ground, to plow 
the Main ; and as the Service of his Country required Difpatch, 
he deTued but three Days to fettle his Family- AfBiirs. In Time 
of .Peace he was never employed: He was even diiappointed in 
his Preferment. The Reaion is plain ; He Was not fit for thofc 
Services that entitle our Sea and Land-Captains to Preferment in 
Time of Peace : He had fhewed it, when he was a Member of 
the other Houfe ; and this, I believe, is the true Reaion of his 
not being a Member now. But if he ihould be a Member ia 
the next Parliament, as he probably will, if he lives, the paf • 
fing of this Bill, could no Way prevent his Majefty from reward- 
ing him in any Manner he may then think fit ; nor could his 
accepting of die Reward fubjed him Co any Inconvenience or 
Danger, 

This BiU can, therefore, no Way affed the Prerogatives of 
the Crown, or prevent any Man's receiving a juil and well-de- 
ferved Reward ; which is the only Reward the Crown oi^ht, or 
has any Title, even from Prerogative, to beflow j for this Pre- 
rogative, like all the other Prerogatives of the Crown, is fe far 
iubjed to the Controul of Parliament, that, if it be abufed, the 
Parliament may enquire into, and punifh the Advifers of that 
Abiiie. As for the Inconveniendes that may arife from the o- 
ther Houfe's imjuftly expelling or imprifoning any of its own 
Members, or from its fcreening Peniioners and corrupt Members, 
they may arife, tho' this Bill be never palled into a Law ; and 
will more probably arife if it is not, than if it is ; for Injuilice 
of all Kinds, is more to be feared from a corrupt Houfe of 
Commons, under the Influence of a wicked and infblent Mini- 
^, than from the mdft fafHous Houfe of Commons that ever 
appeared, or can appear in this Kingdom \ becaufe the Crown 
would certainly put an End to the latter, before it could do any 
Mifchief ; but the former will be patronized and continued, as 
long as the Crown is under the Dir&flion of fuch a Miniiler ; 
or, at leaft, till that Minifter has got it into his Power, to get 
fl new one chofen, as abandoned, and as much under his In- 
fluence as the old. 

Iti very remarkable, my Lords, it is even diverting, to (ee 
foch a Squeamiflmeis about Peijury upon this Occafion, among 
fhofi^ who^ upon other Occafions^ have invented and enacted 
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^n. 13GC0. II. ]V|u]titude5 of Oaths, to be taken by Men who are under great 
^ ^ y Temptations, from their private Interell, to be guilty of Per- 
jury. Is not this the Caie of almofi every Oath that relates to 
the Colle6Uon of the public Revenue, or to the Exerdie of any 
Office ? Is not this Perjury one of the chief OljefUons made by 
tht Diflenters againil the Teft and Corporation- Ad ? And ihall 
we ihew a leis Concern for the Prefervadon of our Conflitutioiiy 
than finr the Preiervation of our Church ? The Revereiui Bench 
ihould be cautious of making uie of this Argument ; for if they 
will not allow us an Oath for the Preservation of the former, it 
may induce many People to think, they ought not to be allowed 
ian Oath for the Preiervation of the latter. 

By this Time, I hope, my Lord, all the Inconveniencies pie- 
tended to arife from this Bill, have evanifhed ; and, therefore, 
I fhall oonilder fome of the Arguments brought to fhew, that 
it is not neceflary. Here I mud obferve, that moil of the Ar* 
goments made ufe of for this Purpoie, are equally ibong for a 
Repeal of the Laws we have now in being, againft admitting 
Penfioners to fit and vote iu the other Houfe. If it be impoflible 
to fuppoie, that a Gentleman of great Eilate, and antient Fami- 
ly, can, by a Peniion, be influenced to do what he ought nQC 
to do, and if we mud fuppoie that none but fuch Gentlemen can 
ever get into the other Houie, I am fure, the Laws for prevent- 
ing Pendoners from having Seats in that Houie, are quite un- 
neceilary, and ought to be repealed. Therefore, if thefc Aiv 
guments prevail with your Lordihips to put a Negative upon 
the preient Queflion, I ihall expedt to iee that Negative followed 
by a Motion for the Repeal of tho(e Laws : Nay, in a fewSef^ 
£ons, I (hall expefi to fee a Bill brought in, for preventing any 
Man*s being a Member of the other Houie, but fuch as have 
fbme Place or Penfion under the Crown. As an Argument for 
fuch a Bill, it mull be faid, that his Majefly's moil faithAil 
Subjeds ought to be chofen Members of Parliament, and that 
thole Gentlemen will always be moft £iithful to the King, that 
receive the King's Money. I ihall grant, my Loids, that fuch 
Gentlemen will always be the molt &ithful, and the moil ob&« 
dient to the Miniiler i but for this very Reaibn, I ihould b& 
for excluding moil of them ironi Parliament. The King's real 
Jntereil, however much he may be made by his Minifler to 
miilake it, muH always be the fame with the People's, but the 
Miniiler's Intereft is generally diitin£l from, and often contrary 
to both ; therefore, I ihall always be for excluding, as much as 
poifible, from Parliament, every Man who is under the leaft 
Inducement to prefer the Inteieil of the Minifter, to that of 
both King and People ; and this I take to be the C^ieof every 
Gentleman, let his Eilate and Family be what they will, that 
holds a Penfion at the Will of the Miniiler. 
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Thofis wiio fay, they depend fo maeh upon the Honour, Annoiz.Cro n. 
'lotegnty^ and Impai^tiality of Men of Family and Fortune, 1740. 
feem to thinks our ConftitutioA can never be difTolved, as'^ 
kng as we have the Shadow of a Parliament. My Opinion, 
'my Lords, is fo very ^iffsrent, thit, if ever our Conftitu- 
tzon be diflblved, if ever an abfolute Monarchy be edablifh- 
'cd in this Kingdom, I am convinced, it will be under that 
.Shadow, Our Conftitution- confifts in the two Hoofes of • 
^arliameiit*a' being d Check upon the Crown, as well as 
>opoD one aaother. If that Check fhould tvcr be removed, ^ 
the Crown ihouki, by cdr»upt Means, by Places, Penfions, 
and Bribes, get the abfolute Dtreftlon of our two Houfes of 
•Farliament^ our Con^tution wiU, from that Moment, be 
«deftroye4' There would be no Occafion for the Crown to 
' proceed 'jHXy farther : It would be ridiculous to lay aiide the 
* Forms of Farliament i for under that Shadow, our King 
-wsottld be more abfolutey and might govern more arbitrarily 
•ihaa he could do without it. A Gentleman of Family and 
Fortune would not, perhaps, for the Sake of a Penfion, a- 
grce to lay afide the Forms of Government; becaufe by hU 
venal Service there, heearns^his infamous Peniion, and could 
not expe£l the Continuance of it, if thofe Forms were laid 
aiide ; but a Gentleman of Family and Fortune, may, for . 
the Sake <^ a Penfion, whilft he is in Parliament, approve 
of the moft • blundering Meafures, confent to the moSt ex- 
ccffive and, ufelefs Grants, ena£t the mod opprefiive Laws^ 
pais the ifioft villainous Accounts, acquit the moft heinous 
Criokinals, and condemn the moft innocent Perfons, at the 
Defire of that Minifter who pay« him his Penfion. And if 
a Majof ity oi each Houfo of Parliament confiiled of fuch 
Men,' would it not be ridiculous in us to talk of our Conftt- 
tatioA, or to fay we' had "any Liberty left ? 

fhifrMiiibrtune, this' terrible Condition we may be rC' 
dooed td by Corruption : As brave, as free a People as we, 
the Ramans, were reduced to it by the fame Means ; and to 
prevent Aich a horrid Cataflrophe, ia the Defign of this 
Bill. If it had begun in this Houfe, it might, perhaps, 
have been lookM on as fome Spr^ of Reflexion upon ,tiio 
other ; but at it began in the other Houfe, the Reflexion 
-viTJl be upon us, if we do not pafs it, with proper Claufes 
for preventing an in&mous Pedion being ^ven to any of 
the Members of this Houfe. Your Lordfoips are not, *thi 
true, fo modh liable to- Corruption as the other Houfo : 
Yoa have great Eftates: There are but fbw amongft us 
whofe hard Fate has notfumifhed them with an Eflatefuf* 
ficient for fupporting their Dignity. But Corruption is in- 
feaious, my Lards» if it ihould get into the other Houfo, 
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AoaoiLGeo. IL^^ '^ too near us i Jrdet Ucalegm^ The Infe6Uoik may reach 

1740. us ; and (hould Corruption ever enter this Houfe, either Co 

^m^*^' mJ fatisfy the imaginary Wants of Luxury* or the infatiable 

Cravings of Avarice, we fiiali lofe all Chara£ter i We ihall 

become entirely ufelefs ; and then* indeed, we ought to be 

laid afide. 

If People would at all think, if they would confider the 
Coniequences of Corruption, there would be no Occafion, 
my Lords, for making Laws againft it. It would appear fo 
borrible, chat no Man would allow it to approach him* 
The Corrupted oiight to confider, that they do not fell tbeir 
Vote or their Country only : Thefe^ perhaps, they may 
difregard } but they fell, likewife, themfelves : They b^ 
come thefiond-flaves of the Corruptor, who comqpts thein^ 
not for their Sakes, but for his own. No Man ever icorrupt- 
ed another^ for the Sake of doing him a Service ? and. there- 
fore, if People would but confider, they would always re- 
je6t the Offer with Difdain. But this is not to be expeded. 
The Hiftories of all Countries, the Hiftories even qf our 
own Country (hew, it is not to be depended on. The 
profered Bribe, People think, will fatisfy the immediate 
Cravings of fome inramous Appetite ; and this makes them 
fwallow the alluring Bait, tho* the Liberties of their Coun- 
try, the Happinefi of their Poilerity^ and even their own 
Liberty, evidently depend upon their refufing it. This makes 
it necefifary, in every free State, to contrive, if poffible> ef- 
fe^ual Laws againft Corruption ; and as the Laws we now 
have for excluding Penfioners from the other Houfe, are 
allowed to be ineffedlual, we oi^t to make a Trial, at 
leail, of the Remedy now propofed ; for tho* it (hould prove 
^ inefFedtual, it will be attended with this Advantage, that it 

will put us upon contriving fome other Remedy that may 
be effisdual ; and the fooner fuch a Remedy is contrived and 
applied, the lefs Danger we fhall be expofed to, of falling 
into that fatal Diilemper, from which no free State, where 
it has once become general, has ever yet recovered. 
Lord Heweu 
My Lords, 

l^rd Hervtj. The Argument has been already io fully canvafTed, and 
the Bill now under your Lordihips Coniideration fo hu- 
nutdy and fo carefully diiTeded and expofed, that I fhould 
have given you no Trouble upon the prefent OccaiiQii, if 
I had not obferved, that the noble Lords wbo have fpoke 
in &vour of the Bill, have miilaken the Argument now pro- 
perly under our Confideration, and have, by that Means, 
drawn the Debate to an immoderate, and a very unnecef- 
farjf Length. Corruption, m^ Lqrds, is fu<;h a vile^ fuch a 
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dangerom Pl^^^tce, that no Man will pretend to juilif/^itjAnnoTi.Oco.n. 

or to faf that corrupt PenliolierB oueht not to be excluded ^ 1740. 

fiom having Seats in either Houie of Parliainent. I am 

fore no fuch Thing has been attempted by any Lolrd who 

Ibis fpck.e againil this Bill ; and therefore, I cannot think 

then was the leaft Occaiion for any of that Eloquence and 

Wit, that have been made ufe of for explaining the Danget 

and the Deformity of Corruption. The Nature and Confe- 

quences of Corruption have nothing to do in this Debate ; 

and, if all that has been faid upon that Subjpdi, by Lords 

who havfe fpi6ke in Favour of the Bill, had been left out, 

tbe real * Subj^ now before us would have been long fince 

«xfaaufted. The Queftion now before as is not, whether 

CorrapdtMJf'b^ a good or a bad Thing, but whether the Me- 

Mds bropdfed by this BiU be proper for preventing it j and 

upon titlk^ Qaeftk>n^ I mttft agree with thofe who timik, that 

they are improper, that they are dangerous, and that they 

iHB certainly be found altogether ineitedual. 

We have i)een told, my Lords, that this Bill is intended 
'«dy a» an Enforcement of the Laws now in being for ex« 
'cbding Penfioners from having Seats in the other Houfe ; 
hot, if we examine it ftri£lly, I believe, it will be found 
lo^reach a great deal farther. I know that by the Laws 
mm m being, every one who has a Penfion during Pleafure, 
or for any Number of Years, either in his own Name, or 
in the Name of another Perr<Mi in Whole or in Part for his 
Bteefit, k deluded from having a Seat i& the other Houfe t 
bat I do not know that there is, as yet, any Law in being, 
for excluding thofe who have either received any defervM 
Reward or Favour from ^e Crown, on Account of fome 
ezmnent Service they have rendered to the Publics and^ 
the* there zn in this 1^11 no txprth Words for excluding 
foch Men, yet, in Efiedl, it gives the other Houfe a Power 
to exclode tiieni as often as they have a Mind, which is 
certainly a very great Innovation in our Conftitution, and 
it is a Power itkt oaght not, I think, to be lodged in the 
other Hoafe fingly. If it fhould be thought neceffary to 
exclude all fuch Men' from having Seats in the other Houfe, 
they ought to be excluded by an exprefs Law for that Pur* 
pofe, asPeniioners now are ; or if it ihonld be thought ne* 
ceil^ry^ to fobjed every Member of the other Houfe that re* 
ceives any Gratuity or Reward from the Crown, to a Trial, 
in orcter to determine whether that Gratuity or Reward 
ought to be called Corropcion, that Trial ought to be by 
the Laws of his Country^ and not by the arbitrary Vote 
of the odier Hoafo of Pii^liament, which will be the certain 
Confequence of paifing this Bill into a Layv ; for when a 
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Amiois^ Gm.II. Gentleman declares^ he has received fuch a Gratuitjr or Re^ 
1 740* ward from the Crown, we are nol to fuppofe, the other' 
Houfe will let it reft there, they will certainly take upon 
them to determine, whether it was given for any publlo 
Service, or as a Bribe Tor his voting in their Hoidfe ; and; 
in this Cafe, it is to be feared, they will try the Perfi>n mud^ 
oftner than the Caufe. 

For this Reafon, my Lords, fappofing it were neceilary 

to exclude from the other Houfe* or fubje6t to a Triaf, eve- 

ly Man that, during his Continuance in that Hode, ihall re« 

ceive any Gratuity or Reward from the Crown, I think the 

Method propofed by this Bill, a very improper Method for 

doing it. But this is far from being the only Impropriety* 

that may be objected againft the Bill. The Wonis Grati* 

tuity or Reward are fo general, and may be applied to fuch 

Trifles, that^ in my Opinion, it would be ridiculous to oblige 

Gentlemen to make a folemn Declaration of every Gratuity 

or Reward they receive firom the Crown. A Horfe or a 

Watch, nay» the leaft Trifle that gin be given. by the 

Crown, may be called a Gratuity ; and furely it wonld be 

ridiculous to oblige a (Gentleman to make a folemn Dedaxa-* 

tion, before one of the Branches of our Legiflature, of hk 

having received fuch a Triile from the Crown: Yet, iffaa 

pais the Bill with thefe general Words in it, the Receipt of 

every fuch Trifle muA be folemnly declared ; and what is 

ilill worfe, even that Trifle may, by a la^ious Houfe of 

Commons, be interpreted as a Bribe,^ and the Receiver ex« 

pelled as an infamous and corrupt Mefaber. 

From thefe few Remarks,, my Lords, the Impropriety of 
the Methods propofed by this Bill for preventing Cormption 
muH^ I think, maniSeftly appear ; and I fhall next endea- 
vour to ihew, that th/ey may be of the moft dangerous Con- 
iequence, not oi^y to our Conflitution, but to every Gentle* 
man that (hall hereafter be a Member of the other Houfe. 
When a Gentleman has by public Services merited, and the 
Crown has by a well-judged Gratitude beftowed a jufl Re-i 
ward, I hope^^ even the Tevron of Corruption will not 
prevail with us tp fay, that a Gentleman, for receiving fuch 
a Reward, pught to be excluded the Haufe of Commons; 
and yet, j£ this Bill ihpuld paisr into a Law, no Gentleman, 
while he is a Member pf the other Houfe, could receive a 
Reward f;om the Crown, let his Merit be what it wtU, with- 
out running the Riik of bei^g expeUed that Mode, . and 
loaded with the In&my of hi^ having betrayed his Country 
for the Sake of a corrupt Reward from the Crown; for 
whatever Gratuity or Acknowledgment he receives from the 
Crovvn^ he muil give an Accouat of it to the Houfe, aod 
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then lie is to ^d the Evtat of a Vote, whether that Gra* Anno ii.6eo.l4 
taity Ooll be deemed a Reward from the Crown, for the 1740* 
Services he has rendered the Public, or a Bribe from the 
Miiiifter for his having approved of his Meafiires in that 
Hoofe. In this Cafe, if the Majority of the Houie, per* 
baps not half fall, ihoald happen to be fuch as di(approved 
of the Meafures purfued by the Adminiftration, we ma]t 
eafily judge of the Event. The Gentleman, whom I may 
in this Cafe, properly call the Criminal, wou]d be condem-* 
ned, and expelled the Houfe, without having an Opporta- 
nky to prove the public Services for which the Reward was 
gireo, or to (hew the Benefits that had, or might accrue to^ 
his Country from thofe Services. And thus, perhaps, one 
of the moft faithful Servants of the Crown, and One of the 
mofthonoarable and ufeful Members of the Commonwealth^ 
night, by Accident, be loaded with the 'Reproach of being 
an in&mons Betrayer of his Country, for no other Reafon^* 
but becanfe the Crown had been grateful enough to acknow- 
ledge his Merit, and he fo imprudent as to accept of that 
Adnowledgment, whilft he was a Member of the Houfe of 
Commons. 

iBfiocence, Ifhallgrant, my Lords, is a great Encourage- 
ment, and may give Afliirance to a Po^n accufed ; but even 
ie/oie the moft juft, the moft impartial, and the moft fteady 
Judicature, no Man would chufe to ftand a Trial, let h» 
hmocence be never fo manifeft, let the Proofs he has to 
depend on be never fo dear and convincing ; and therefore, 
if this Bill fhould pafs, i muft fuppofe that no Member of 
the other Houfe, while he continued fo, would be fo im- 
prudent as to receive anv Reward, or indeed any Favour 
from the Crown; becanfe, if he did^ his own Declaration 
would be an Accnfation againft him, upon which he would 
be ob%ed to fland his Trial, before a Judicature which, 
coofidexing the Number of Judges, can never be fteady in 
its Judgments, and in a Cafe which cannot be thoroughly 
deared up by Proofs of any Kind, but muft always, in a 
great Meaiuxe, depend upon the Opinion his Judges have 
of his Innocence and Merit. In fuch a Cafe, and before 
inch a Judicature, where no Man can be certain either of 
the Number or of the Paribus of thofe that are to be 
his Jvdges, I am fUre no wife Man would run the Riik of 
ezpofing himielf to a Trial, by accepting of any Reward 
or Gratuity from the Crown, while he continued a Member 
of the other Hoofe; and, if the Expedation of an imme- 
diate Reward be allowed to be a great Indtement to wor« 
thy Aidons, as, I believe, it will, it muft be allowed, that 
- the paifiog of ihia Bill intoaJUw, would very mochdi^ 
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jUinoTi. Geo. II. courage all thofe who may hereafte;' be Members of the 
I740* other HoufCi from endeavouring to (erve the Public in any 
other Capacity^ which would very much derogate from the 
prefent Charadler of that Branch of our Legiflature, and 
might at lail render it contemptible, or fo fadlious, that it 
would be impoflible to govern the Society according to the 
Forms prefcribed by our Conftitution. 

This Bill therefore, my Lords, if it Ihould be pafled into 
a Law, would not only be inconvenient and dangerous to 
thofe who may hereafter happen to be Members of the other 
Houfe, but it would be of the mod dangerous Confe- 
quence to our Conftitution } for, if the Members of the 
other Houfe were of no Service to their Country, in any 
Capacity but that of their being Members of one of the 
Branches of our Le^iilature, and if they did nothing, as 
fuch^ but agree to what was propofed by the Minifters of 
the Crown, which would be the Cafe under a Jufl and wife 
Adminiftration^ the Houfe itfelf wOuld become contempti- 
ble among the People, and this would make it eafy for 
fome future ambitious Prince to overturn our Conftitution, 
by laying that Houfe entirely aiide. On the other hand, if 
a Majority of the Members, in oi^er to recommend them- 
felves to the Notice of their Country, Ihould become fafti- 
ousy and oppofe the jufteft and wifeft Meafures that could be 
prcpofed by the Adminiftration, unlefs the Complexion of 
the Houfe could be changed by a new Ele^on, which, con* 
£dering the Popularity of an Oppofition to Court-Meafures, 
would always be extremely precarious, the Conftitution 
would be brought into an Impoftlbility of exifting ; for the 
Crown would be under a Neceftity of yielding to the fadioas 
Majority in the Houfe of Commons, or of attempting to 
govern without a Parliament. If in this Attempt the Crown 
fhould fucceed, our Conftitution would be overturned, and 
an abfolute Government eftabliftied ; and late Experience has 
ihewn us, what we are to expeft from the Crown's yielding 
to a turbulent Fadtion in the other Houfe ; for fuch a Pafti- 
on would never be fatisfied with any reaipnable Concefiion : 
From one Conceftion they would afpire to another, till at 
laft they had left the Crown nothing to yield ; and thus a 
Commonwealth would again be eftabliftied, which of Coarfe 
would fcon deviate into a fole Tyranny, under fome one or 
other of the fadious Leaders. 

From what I have faid» my Lords, I think, it is evident, 
that the Methods propo&d by this Bill for preventing Cor- 
ruption,, arc both improper and. dangerous. Yet, fo great 
.an Enemy am I to Corruption, fo fond am I of every Me- 
t'lod that may in the leaft contribute tp prevent it, that I 
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fliould agree to the Bill now under oar Gonfidcration, if I Anno i2.Ceo.IT* 
thought it would have the leail Efied. Bat I am fully 1740. 
convinced, that it will be found altogether, ineffeflual : I am ' 
really forprized, how any Lord can imagine, it will have 
the leaft £f{e£l. If we foppofe a Man fo abandoned to all 
Virtae and Honour, as to betray his Country for the Sake of 
a 6cret Bribe or Peniion, upon' fuch a Man can we fuppofe, 
that an Oath will have any £f{edt > Such a Man, my Lords, 
win receive bis Bribe or hisPeniion, and will, if you deiire 
it, the very next Moment declare upon Oath, he never re- 
ceived any Gratuity or Reward from the Crown. The In- 
hmy of Perjury itfelf is not near fo great, as the Infamy of 
a Man's betraying that Truft which his Country has rep6« 
fed izi him ; and can we fuppofe, that a Man who defpifes 
the latter, will ihew the lea& Regard to the former? In this 
Cafe, the Penalties of Perjury will fignify nothing ; for the 
Penalties already inflided by Law upon Penfioners that 
continue to fit and vote in the other Houfe, are fo great, 
that, I am fure, no Man would run the Rifle of incurring 
them, if he thought there were any Poffibiiity of pro- 
ving the Crime againft him ; and where a Man depends fole- 
ly i^K>n the Impoffibility of the Proof, no Penalty can have 
any Efid ; for without a Proof no Penalty can ever be re- 
covered ; and therefore, uhlefs we can fall upon a Way of 
making it eaiy to find a Proof, I am afraid it will be im- 
poiEble to prevent committing of the Crime, any other Way 
than by the Electors always chuiihg Gentlemen of Virtue 
and Honour to reprefent them in Parliament; and whilfl they 
do tb> we have np Occafion for any Laws againfl Corrup- 
tion* 

With regard therefore, my Lords, to the clandeftme, the 
corrupt, and the fcandalous Rewards or Gratuities, which 
may be given by a future Minifier to fome of the Members 
of the other Houfe, on account of their voting there ac- 
cording his Dire£Uons, this Bill can have no EfFedt. It 
cannot in the leail contribute towards preventing fuch Prac- 
jdoes, but, on the contrary, it will in my Opinion, encoa* 
xage them ; becauie, among the People, it will render the 
Guilty lefs liable to be fufpedled, and the lefs liable a Man 
is of being fufpeflsd, the more eafily he may be tempted, 
to be guilty. The very Oath by this Bill prefcribed, he will 
look upon as a full Vindication in the Eyes of the World i 
and thus, by his Perjury, he will think he has wipM off the 
In&my at leall, if not the Guilt of his Treachery. 

My Lords, it is, in my Opinion, one of the worft Argu- 
ments that can be made ufe of in Favour of this Bill to tell 
iis» that we ought to agree to this Remedy till a more 

cfe^uiU 


( 404 ) 

Amio t^Ceo.ll.^^°^ ^^'^ ^^ ^ foaad oat. If we are in any Danger fitMB 
1740. Corrapdon; it would be a moft imprudent Step to appJy » 

V " ""y* ' "^ Remedy which we know to be inefFe^ual ; becaufe, the ap- 
plying of fuch a Remedy might lull the Nation afleep, and 
prevent our thinking how to contrive a Remedy that would 
really be eiFeftual. A Man labouring under a dangerous 
Diftemper^ is apt to hope for great firaefit from every Re* 
medy he takes ; and^ by putting too much Truft in Leni- 
jdreSi too often delays thinking of» or applying an ef&^ual 
^Remedy, till his Cafe becomes incurable. This may be our 
Pate : By trufting to the Remedy propofed by this Bill, we 
may be .induced to delay contriving or applying any other^ 
till our Cafe be grown defperate ; and therefore, I muil be 
againft the Bill for the very fame Reafcm that other Lords 
feem to be for it Becaufe. I am an utter Enemy to Cor- 
ruption. I think it one of the moft dangerous DiHempers a 
free State- can be infeded with, and ihall always be againft 
applying Lenitives of any Kind. If there be, at preient^ 
no fuch Infection in this State, we have no Oocafioo for any 
Sort of Prefcription : If we are infected, let us fear(;h the 
Infection to the Root, and at once apply fome eSbdual Re- 
medy ; for, I hope, there is no political Infedtion, for 
which a Specific may not be found, by a fkilfiil and willing 
Thyjician. 

Earl of Abingdon. 
My Lords, 

taAofAbtfigdon. 1 ^Z Pardon for troubling your Lordihips a fecond Time 
upon this Occafion, but I rife up to ipeak to*Order* Mj 
Lords, it is againft Order to take Notice, in this Houfe, of 
any Thing that has been, or may be done in the other. We 
are to do what we think rights without giving ourfelves any 
Trouble about what has been, or may be done in the other 
Houfe ; and yet, I find, the chief Objedion made uie of 
againfl this Bill is, that the other Houfe may make a wrong 
Ufe of it. Shall we, mv Lords, refufe to do right, becaufe 
another Affembly may do wrong ? Shall we refiife to give a 
Man a Sword for defending himlelf^ when w^ know he is in 

' ^ Danger of being attacked* becaufe ke may turn the Point, 

and ftab himfelf with it ? This, my Lords, is a very ftrange 
Sort of Argument. But now I am up, I fhall beg Leave to 
Ihew, that there is nothing new intended by this Bill, nor 
any Power given to the other Houfe, but what they have 
already. 

Before I do this, my Lords, I mufl obferve, that upon a 
Queftion for gomg into a (Committee to coniider of a Bill for 
preventing Corruption, I was furprized to hear the nobte 
Lord diat fppke laft, find fault lyith thofe who had endea- 
voured 
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voured to fet in a true and dear Light the monilrous Defor- ^nn^ 13.Geo.ir. 
mity, and the fetal EfFedb of that political Dillemper ; for 2739; 
furcly, the more fenfible we are of its Deformity and fatal 
Confeqnences, the more we fhall abhor the Crime, and the 
more we abhor it^the more ready every one will be to agree 
to our fpending one Day at leaft, in endeavouring to find a 
Hemedy for the contagious Diftemper. I Ihall grant, that 
none of your Lordftiips have attempted to juftify Corruption. 
I hope no Lord will ever dare to do fo in this Houfc ; but 
without Doors it has been juilificd, as a neceffary Means of 
Government ; nay Pamphlets, or rather Libels upon the Na- 
tion, have been wrote for this very Purpofe, and fuppofed to 
have been countenanced by thofe whofe Bufinefs and Duty 
it was to have fupprcffed them. But tho' none of your Lord- 
ihips have endeavoured to juftify Corruption, yet, I cannot 
thmk, that thofe who oppofe this Qijeftion, are fo lenfible of 
its fatal Effci^s as they ought to be ; for, fuppofe this B:ll 
impcrfeft, fuppofe the Methods propofed inefFeftual, yet, 
this can be no Reafon for our refuiing to go into a Committee 
upon the Bill : We may be able to amend the Bill, fo as to 
make it a perfcdt and effeaual Bill ; and, as the noble Lord 
who fpoke laft feems to think, that by an able and willing 
Phyhcian, a Specific may be found for every political Di- 
ilempcr, I hope he will give us his Affiftance ; for I make 
no Qucftion of his Ability, and I^opchewill not, by his 
giving his Negative to this Queftion, give me any Room to 
doubt of his Will. 

How the noble Lord came to imagine, that a Gentleman 
who had received a juft Reward from the Crown, or that any 
Gentleman would be excluded, by this Bill, from having a 
Seat in the other Houfe, I cannot comprehend. - My Lords, 
I have perufed the Bill with all poffible Care, and I can find 
no Words by which any Man Is excluded from having a Scat 
in the other Houfe, unlef? he refufes to teke the Oath pre- 
{cribed by the Bill. But the noble Lord fays, the other 
Houfe may, upon his making the Declaration propofed, ex- 
clude him by a Vote of their Houfe : That is to fay, they 
may expel him. In this Cafe, can it be faid, that the Gen- 
tleman is excluded by this Bill ? No, my Lords, he is ex- 
cluded by their Vote ; and that Vote cannot be founded upon 
this Bill, but upon the Common Law, or upon the Laws 
now in being againft Peniioners. Therefore, this Bill con- 
tains no Extcnfion, nor the leaft Innovation of any of the 
Laws now in being, with refpeft to thofe that have, or have 
not a Right to fit and vote in the Houfe of Commons ; nor 
can that Houfe, by this Bill, acquire any Right or Power 
but what they now enjoy, 
• 1739. Hbh I ihall 


(406^ 

Annoi^.CeoJI. I (ball gran<t» my Lords, that no Member ougkt to be 
1739- ^ expelled by the other Houfe without a juft Caufe; but, in 
this Refpedl, it mufl be allowed, that the Members of the 
other Home are the fole and abfolute Judges. Suppofe they 
fhould, by a Vote, expel a Gentleman unjuiUy, can that 
Vote or Sentence be now queilioncd in any other Judicature 
or Affembly ? My Lords, it is now as abfolute and as irre- 
verfibie as it can be, fhould this Bill be paiTed into a Law ; 
and, if they have hitherto made no wrong Ufe of this abfo- 
lute and uncontrolable Power, why Ihould we fufpe^ their 
•doing fo in Time to come ? With refpeft to the Rewards and 
Gratuities that are given by the Crown for real public Ser- 
vices, they arc always well known, and openly acknow- 
ledged : They have always been fo ; and, as the other 
Houfe has never yet thought of looking upon any of them as 
a Peniion or Bribe, or of expelling a Member on account of 
his having received fuch a Reward or Gratuity, tho* the 
Receiving of it was openly and without any legal Compul- 
fion avowed, can we think that a Gentleman's acknowledg- 
ing, in Purfuance of an Ad of Parliament, the Receipt of 
fuch a Gratuity or Reward, will any way alter the Condudb 
of the other Houfe in this Refpeft? With regard to fuch 
Gratuities or Rewards, let the future Condud of the other 
Houfe be what it will, it can be no way influenced by this 
Bill ; becaufe, as fuch Rewards and Gratuities are publicly 
given, and as publicly received, a Proof can never be want- 
ing, the other Houfe will always hear of them, tho* no fuch 
jlSill as this fhould ever pafs, and they may, if they have a 
Mind, expel the Receiver either upon his own Acknowledge^ 
ment, or upon a Proof, or upon common Fame ; but I muft 
deny, that they can load him with Infamy, or make the 
World believe, that he is a corrupt Betrayer of his Truft. 

Real Infamy, my Lords, is a Puniihment that can be ia- 
fiided by nothing but the Jullice of the Sentence ; for when 
a Court or AiTembly decrees that to be a Crime which is 
really a Virtue, or finds a Man guilty that to the World ap- 
pears to be innocent, the Infamy recoib upon the Judges, 
and their Sentence does Honour to the Perfon condemned. 
This would be the Cafe, if ever the other Houfe (hould un- 
juHly expel a Man fer receiving a juft Reward for fome pub- 
lic Service : The Nation he had ferved, and the King who 
)iad rewarded him, would rife up in his Vindication ; and a 
.Sentence of Infamy as well as DifTolution would certainly be 
pafTed upon fuch a fadious AiTembly, But, if Corruption 
ihould ever fpread over a Majority of. the other Houfe : If 
.a Miniftry fhould^ by Flattery, gain the abfolute Diredion 
of his Sovereign, ana by Bribes and Penfion$, th^ Diredlidp 
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of theHoafe of Commons ; no Man willfappofe, I believe, Annoi^.Geo.tt. 
that fuch a Honfe will ever expel a Member for receiving a 17^9. 
Gratuity or Reward from the Crown ; and tho* a Sentence 
of Infamy might very probably be paffed upon the whole 
Affembly by the Nation, yet, no Sentence of Difiblution 
WDiiid ever be palled upon it by the Crown. It is thisj my 
Lords, that may render the other Houfe both contemptible 
and fa^ious. It may become a miniflerial Fa6lio^ for op* 
preffing the People and betraying the Sovereign : Then, in- 
deed, it will become contemptible : The very Name of Par- 
liament would, in a fhort Time, become hateful to the Peo- 
ple; and then it would not only be eafy for an ambitious 
Prince, but happy for the Nation, to have the Ufc of Par- 
liaments laid entirely afide. 

The Danger therefore of not preventing Corruption in 
the other Hou(e is very great ; and as to' the Dangers 
pretended to ariie fronv the Methods propofed by this Bill 
for preventing it, there is not the leaft Foundation for them i 
becaufe they arife not from this Bill, but from a fuppofed 
Abufe of Power in the other Houfe ; and this, I have (hewn, 
that Houfe is as liable to run into, fhould this Bill never 
pafe, as they can be fuppofed to be, after it is paffed into a 
Law. Nay, they wjU be more liable to run into an Abufe 
of their Power, fhould no fuch Bill as this be ever paffed ; 
becaufe a corrupt Houfe of Commons, under the Influence 
of an arbitrary and wicked Minifler, may more probably 
nin into an Abufe of their Power, againfl the Friends and 
Servants of their Country, and continue that Abufe longer, 
than a fadlioos Houfe of Commons can be fuppofed to do, 
againft the Friends and Servants of the Crown; for this plain 
Reafon, becaufe the Crown may, and certainly will put an 
End to the Power of the latter, as foon as they begin to abufe 
it ; but the Crown will never put an End to the Power of the 
former, as long as the King happens to remain under the Direc- 
tion of fuch a Minifter. There is not therefore the leaft Sha- 
dow of Reafon for faying, that the Methods propofed by this 
Bill for preventing Corruption can be inconvenient or dange- 
rous, either to the Conftitution, or to thofe who may here- 
after happen to be Members of the other Houfe ; and, as to 
their being improper, becaufe of the trifling Gratuities Mem- 
bers may Ibmetimes receive from the Crown, thcObjeftion, 
I think, is as ill founded. My Lords, if a Gentleman of 
the other Houfe fhould receive a Horfe, a Watch, or any 
other. Trifle from the Crown, I can fee no Impropriety in 
obliging him to declare it : If he receives it upon any ho- 
nourable Account, I am fure he will, he ought to declare 
it, whether he be obliged by Law to do fo or no; and^ I 
1739. Hhhz am 
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Anno xj.Gco.II. am fure, there is no Impropriety in our taking every Method 
1739* that can be thought of, for preventing the Members of the 
other Houfe from receiving a Prefent from the Crown upon 
any difhonourable Confideration. 

Now, my Lords, with regard to the Effeft this Bill may 
have upon the Abandoned, 1 (hall grant, the Sin of Perjury 
will have very little EfFedt upon them ; but the Penalties of 
Perjury will have an EiFed even upon the moft Abandoned, 
otherwife we muft fuppofe, that the Laws now in being 
againft Penfioners are ridiculous. When a Crime can be ic- 
cretly committed, I fhall grant, it is a great Encouragement 
to its being often committed ; but all Crimes are committed 
under an Expectation of Secrefy, yet, we find they are often 
difcovered ; and Corruption is not one of that Sort of Crimes 
that may the moft fecretly be committed, becaufe there muH 
always be at leafl two Perfons concerned, and if we fiiould 
lay a Penalty upon the Corrupter as well as the Corrupted, 
thefe Companions in Iniquity may, as others do, impeach 
one another. Therefore our adding the Penalties of Perjury 
to the Penalties already by Law inflided, will certainly have 
fome £fFe£t upon the mod Abandoned, and the Sin of Per- 
jury will, I hope, prevent fome from accepting of any cor- 
rupt Gratuity from the Crown ; for tho* it be wrong to ac- 
cept of any fuch Gratuity, yet, it has been, and may often 
be accepted, without the Receiver's fuppofmg, he thereby 
betrays that Truft which is repofed in him by his Country. 

But the noble Lords, who have fpoke 'againft this fiill, 
are all under a Miftake when they fuppofe, that the Penal- 
ties already by Law inflided can, even in cafe of a Difcovery, 
be made effedlual againft every Sort of Corruption; and, to 
ihew this, my Lords, I muft obferve, that Corruption is of 
four Sorts. It )s either by way of Penfton during Pleafure^ 
or by way of Penfion during a Term of Years ; or, it b by 
way of a Sum of Money paid for the whole dirty Work of a 
Seilion, or by way of a Sum paid and repeated for every 
particular infamous Jobb. The firft two Sorts were long 
thought fo innocent, that it was a Queftion, whether fuch 
Men ihould be excluded from their Seats in the other Houfe, 
and therefore it became necelTary to.exdude them by expre fs 
Statute, under the Penalties mentioned in thofe Statutes ; 
but before a Man can be fubjcAed to thofe Penalties, it muft 
be proved, that he had a Fcnfion fettled upon him by Sign 
Manual, or fome other Sort of Grant, either during Plea- 
fure or jFor a Term of Years : From thence it is plain, that 
neither of the two other Sorts of Corruption can be brought 
within thefe Statutes, or fubjedled to the Penalties thereby 
inflidted ; and this^ I believe, is the chief Reafon that thofe 
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Penaltks could never be recovered; becaufe, if there are, Annoi 3. Geo. II. 
or h^ve been any Peniioners in the other Houfe, thofe Pen- 1739* 
fioners have been paid annually without any Sign Manual, 
or other Grant for eQabliihing them^ and fuch Peniiooers or 
ecHrrapt PeHbns are neither excluded by thoie Statutes, nor 
fabjed to the Penalties thereby inilided. But, will any Lord 
&j, that fuch infamous Corruption is not prohibited by 
X^aw ? My Lord«, thofe that receive a Sum of Money for 
the dirty Work of a Seflion, or for any particular infamous 
Jobb, are excluded from their Seats in the other Houfe by 
Common Law ; and therefore it. was unnecefiary to make any 
exp^ Statute for excluding them. If the Fa£t could be 
di&overedy they would of courfe be expelled ; but, even up* 
on a Diicovery, they are as yet fubjoft to no Penalty by 
cjqpreis Statute, nor could they, I believe, be profecuted by 
any Method at Conmion Law. One of the chief Intents of 
^is Bill therefore is, to prevent a Member's being guilty 
of either of theie, which are the mofk infamous horts of 
Ovmption, by fubjeding the Per^ fo corrupted to a Prdfe- 
cudon at Common Law, and to the Penalties of , Perjury, in . 
cafe he ihould receive fuch a Bribe, and afterwards be (o 
wicked as to deny it upon Oath. Whether this will be 
altogether eifedual I fhall not fay : I believe it will not ; but, 
J am fure, it will be more eHei^ual than to leave fuch Cri< 
minals, as they are at prefent, abfolu:ely free from any 
Penalty, nay, from any Profecudon at Common Law ; 
and therefore I muft think, that thofe Lords who are 
againft our going into a Committee upon this Bill, are far 
firom haying that Horror which they ought to have, at the 
infamous, contagious, and dangerous Pradice of Corrup- 
tion. 

The QuefUon was then pot, and pafled in the Negative, 
Contents 40, Not Contents 5 2. After which the Bill was 
rejeded without a Divifion. 

Jfril 29, His Majefty came to the Hoafe of Peers, and 
put an End to the Seifion with the following moft gracious 
Speech. 

Mjf Lordsy and Gentlemen^ 
«* nr^ H E Zeal which you have ihewn for the Support 
'* Jl and Profecution of the juft and neceffary War in 
*• which I am engaged, is a freih Proof of your Concern for 
•* the Honour and Intereft of my Crown and Kingdoms. 
•• As this great and national Undertaking is the principal 
** Objeft of our Attention and Expeftions, fp the Juftice of 
** ourCaufe, and the Succefs which hath hitherto attended 
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Annoti.Gco.il.** my Arms, give us the moil reafonable Hopes, that, by 
1739. '* the Continuance of the Divine AiTiilance, we may fee a 
happy IfTue of it. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons^ 
I thank you for the eiflfe^tual Supplies which you have 
granted me for the Service of the current Year. The 
'* beil Return I can make* is to aflure you, that they ihall be 
** duly employed to the Purpofes for which they were given. 
My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

I have formerly recommended to you Union amongft 
yourlelves, as being highly conducive to the carrying on 
this great Work with Honour and Advantage, and to 
the more fpeedy obtaining of all poiTible Juflice and Sa- 
tisfadlion from the Crown of Spain^ for the many grievoas 
Injuries fuifered by my Subjects, and effedlual Secarity 
for the Freedom of our Commerce and Navigation for 
the future- I do now earneHly exhort you to promote 
^' and extend that Union in your refpeflive Countries. Let 
the Support of the Common Caufe of the Nation pre^^ail, 
to attain this deiirable End. Our Enemies muft already 
have been made fenfible, in fome Degree, of the Weight 
of our jufl Refentment : They fee my Kingdoms in fuch 
a pofture of defence, as mull render all Attempts from 
*' them, without Encouragement from amongft ourfelves, 
vain and defperate. They fee the Trade and Naviga<- 
*« tion of my Subje6b proteded, as far as the Nature and 
*' Circamftances of a Maritime War will poflibly admit i 
** and, at the fame Time, the moft valuable Branches of the 
** Spanijh Commerce greatly interrupted, and fubjefted to 
«< many Difficulties and LofTes. From thefe happy EfFedb 
•* of my early Endeavours, and your ready Concurrence 
<* at the firit Entrance into the War, I cannot but hope, 
** that the Preparations which J am now making, for carry* 
' ' ing it on in the moft proper Places, and in the moft vi- 
«c gorous and effeduai Manner, will be blelTed with Suc^ 
*' cefs, equal to our juft Expedlations.*' 

Then the Parliament was prorogued to Tuefdcy the 3d 
Day of June next. 

The SEVENTH and LAST SESSION of the SECOND 
PARLIAMENT of King GEORGE II. 

Anno,4.Geo.II.\ir\^ ?^°^^ at /Te/^WX^Ar AW 18, 1740. with 

1740. W "^® folio wmg Speech from the Throne. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 
** 1 acquainted you, at the Clofe of the laft Scffion 
*' of P^liament, that I was making Preparations for carry- 

" ing 
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ingOD the jaft and neceifary War in which I am engaged, in Annoi4.Geo.n* 
the moft proper Places, and in the moft vigorous and effec- 17^0. 
tual Manner. For this Purpofe, ibrong Squadrons were got " 
ready, and ordered to fail upon important Services, both in 
the Weft'Indies and Europe ^ with as much Expedition as the 
** Nature of thofe Services, and the Manning of the Ships, 
" would admit : A very confiderable Body of Land- Forces uai 
" embarked, which is to be joined by a great Number of my 
** Subje^b raifed in America ; and all Things neceflary for 
'* tranfporting theTroops from hence, and carrying on the de- 
" figued Expedition, were a long Time in Readineis, and wait- 
** ed only for an Opportunity to purfue the intended Voyage. 
" The feveral Incidents which have happened in the 
*' mean Time, have had noEffed upon me, but to confirm 
'* me in my Refolutions, and to determine me to add 
'* Strength to my Armaments, rather than to divert or deter 
** me from thofe juft and vigorous Meafures which I am 
•* purfuing, for maintaining the Honour of my Crown, and 
*' the undoubted Rights of my People. 

" The Court of Spain having already felt fome Effe6b 
« of our Refentmentx began to be fenfible, that they ihould 
" be no longer able, alone, to defend themfelves againfl the 
** Efforts of the Britijb Nation ; and if any other Power, 
agreeably to fome late extraordinary Proceedings, fhould 
iotexpofe, and attempt to prefcribe or limit the Opera- 
" tions of the War againfl my declared Enemies, the Honour 
" and Interefl of my Crown and Kingdoms muft call up. 
*^ on OS to lofe no Time in putting ourfelves into fuch a 
'' Condition, as may enable us to repel any Jnfults, and to 
" fruflrate any Defiens formed againfl us, in Violation of 
** the Faith of Treaties ; and I hope any fuch unprecedent* 
" ed Steps, under what Colour or Pretence foever they 
" may be taken, will infpire my Allies with a true Senfe of 
*' the common Danger, and will unite us in the Support 
** and Defence of the common Caufe. 

** The great and unhappy Event pf the Death of the 
^* late Emperor, opens a new Scene in the Affairs in Europe^ 
in which all the principal Powers may be immediately 
or con£bquentially concerned. It is impoffible to deter- 
mine what Turn the Policy, Interefl, or Ambition of the 
** feveral Courts may lead them to take in this critical Con- 
'^ jondure. It fhall be my Care flridUy to obferve tod at- 
*' tend to their Motions, and to adhere to the Engage- 
" ments I am under, in order to the maintaining of th« 
" Balance of Power, and the Liberties of Europe ; and in 
'' Concert with fuch Powers as are under the fame Obli- 
'* ganons. or equally concerned to prefcrvc the public 
• *^ ^* Safety 
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Ann014Geo.lI'" Safety and Tranquillity, to aft fach a Part as nu^ belf 
1740^ €t contribute to avert the imminent Dangers that may 
~ ^ threaten them. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of CojHmonSy 
I have ordered Eftimatcs to be prepared, and laid 
before you, for the Service of the cnfuing Year. It is 
always with Regret that I afe any extraordinary Aids of 
my People : But what I have already mentioned mull be 
** fufficient to faiisfy you, that fome Augmentations will be 
neceffary, not only for carrying on the prefent War with 
Vigour, but alfo to put ourfclves in a Condition of being 
<• prepared for fuch Events as may arife in this new and un- 
certain State of Eur-'pe. I therefore depend on your ex- 
perienced Zeal and AfFe£lion for me and my Government, 
your Concern for your own Safety, and the Support of 
the common Caufe, to grant me fuch effeftaal Supplies as 
may be requifite for thefe great Ends. 

My Lordi and Gentlemen, 

** The Scarcity of Corn, which has happened in many 

** Countries of Europe, has induced feveral Powers to make 

** extraordinary Provifions to obviate the ill EfFedts of that 

♦* Misfortune ; and though in many Parts of this Kingdom, 

** the Harveft has proved more favourable, yet common 

*< Prudence calls upon us to provide as far as may be againft 

•* the Approach cff fuch a Calamity. Befides, in our pre- 

«* fent Circumftances, it would be an inexcufable Negleft to 

*< fufter our Enemies to be fupplied with any Kind of Pro vi- 

** fions from my Dominions, and that even at the Hazard 

♦* of my own Subjeds being diftreffed. Let me therefore 

earnelUy recommend it to you to confider of fome good 

Law to prevent this growing Mifchief. 

The Difficulties which have been found in Manning the 
Fleet by the ufual Methods hitherto praftifed, demon* 
** ftrate the Want of fome Parliamentary Remedy : I muft 
therefore prefs it upon you to lofe no Time in making fuch 
*< Provifions in this Refpeft, as, whilft we are engaged in a 
** War in Defence of the Commerce and Navigation of this 
^' Kingdom, may enable the Public to avail itfelf of thofe 
M great Numbers of Seamen, which make io valuable a 
♦* Branch of our Strength. 

The Importance of thefe Confiderations is fo apparent, 
that I necd.ufe no Arguments to convince you of the Ne- 
** ceffity of the utmoft Unanimity and Dif patch in your 
♦* Proceedings." 

His Majefty was no fooncr withdrawn and the Speech re- 
ported by the Lord Chancellor, but the Duke of Argyie rofe 
top, and exprcffcd himfelf to the following EfFeft. 

2 Duke 


tt 


tt 
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T^aktci Argyle, Annoi4.Gco.n. 

My Lords, 1740- 

The Cuftom of addreffing his Majefty upon his Speech from t.^>/'VJ 
the Throne, at the Opening of a Seffion of Parliament, \s^'0\xki:oiArgyU. 
I believe, as ancient as Parliaments themfelves, and it is fo 
becauie it is very proper and very reafonable j baf the Me- 
thod of forming and drawing up that Addrefs, has of late 
Years been very much altered, and, in my Opinion, very 
madi for the worfe. In former Times, our Method was to 
be very Ihort and very general : To return Thanks for his 
Majefty's mpft gracioas Speech from the Throne, and to make 
fbmc general Profeffions of our AfFedHon for his Majefty, and 
of our Zeal for his Service ; and when fuch an Addrefs as 
this was agreed to, a Day was then appointed for taking his 
Majcfty*s Speech into Confideration : For our Anceftors ivere 
not, it feems, fo ready-witted as thofe of the prefent Agie ' 

pretend to be : They did not, it feems, think themfelves ca- 
pable of determining upon the firft Hearing, whether they 
codd approve of every thing mentioned or referred to in his 
Majefty*s Speech; and therefore they took Time to confider 
of it, before they faid any Thing that might look like an 
Approbation. But now we have fallen into a Way of efcho- 
ingbadc, in our Addrefs, his Majefty's Speech from the 
Tnrone, Paragraph by Paragraph, and exprefling at leaft a 
feeming Sort of Approbation of every Meafure referred to 
in that Speech.' 

This, my Lords, is ^ very coniiderable Innovation of oui: 
ancient Method of proceeding, and an Innovation of fp mo- 
dem a Date, that there are feyeral Perf<ms in the Admini- 
ftration who muft remember when it was firft introduced. It 
is a Method which I think unreafonablc in itfelf, and incon- , 
fiftent with the Honour and Dignity of this Houfc. The 
King's Speech is always, in this Honfe, confidered as the 
Speech of the Minifters, and as it has generally been, we may 
expeft it will always be, a ftiort Narrative of the Meafurcs 
they have purfaed, and a fort of Panegyric upon every thing 
they have done ; therefore we ought to be extremely cautious 
of ia3ring any thing that may imply a tacit Approbation of 
any thing they have done, or advifed to be done. We fit 
here, my Lords, as a Check upon Minifters: It is our Duty, 
as his Majefty's hereditary and fnpreme Council, to inform 
him, whether he has been ill or well advifed or ferved by his , 

Minifters ; and ftiall we, in our Addrefs, fay any thing that 
may give our Sovereign Caufe to think, he has been weH 
ferved, or rightly advifed, by his Minifters, when, for ought 
we know, he has been betrayed by them, or led into fuch 
Aleafures as may undo both him and his Family. 

1740. lii ^'^^ 
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iVnnoi4.Geo.lJ. I know, my'Lords, it is a Maxim, that wc arc not bound by 
1740. ^ any thing we can fay upon this Occaiion; and that notwith- 
ftanding any implied Approbation of paft Meafures, contained 
in our Addrefs by way of Anfwerto his Majefty's Speech, wc 
may afterwards ftriftly enquire, into thofe Meafures, and free- 
ly condemn them, if upon fuch Enquiry they appear to be 
wrong. This Maxim is, indeed, abrolutely. neceifary, as 
long as we continue in that Method of addreffing which we 
have lately fallen into ; but I muil refer it to your Lordfhips, 
whether it be confiftent either with the King*s Safety, or our 
own Honour. In public Affairs, my Lords, a Day, an 
Hour is often of the laft Confequcncc. A bad Meafure, if 
purfued, may be of fuch a Nature as to bring irrecoverably 
Ruin : If retraced or altered in Time, the impending Ruin 
may be prevented. In this Cafe, a Day, an Hour may be 
critical, and may determine the Ruin or the Recovery of the 
King's Affairs. If the King fhould have been led into dan- 
gerous Meafures, (hall we encourage him in the Purfuit of 
thofe Meafures, by a feeming Approbation in our Addrefs at 
the Opening of the SefTion ? Without this Approbation he 
might, perhaps, havcTefle^ledupon what he was about, and 
might thereby, of himfelf, have difcovered his Error. But 
by this our feeming Approbation, he is encouraged to go on 
without Reflexion, without Confideration, and before we 
have Time to enquire and condemn, t^e critical Day or 
Hour may be pafl, and the Ruin of the King's Affairs be- 
come irrecoverable. - 

This, my Xiords, mufl fhew how inconMent it is with the 
King's Safety, for us to give fo mvich as a feeming Approba- 
tion of any public Meafure, in our Addrefs at the Opening of 
a Se£ion ; and notwithflanding the Maxim of our not being 
bound by it, I muH think it abfolutely .inconfiflent with our 
own Honour. It is a Sort of Evidence, my Lords, in Fa- 
vour of every Thing the Minifler has done. It has been, and 
always will be look-d on, both abroad and at home, as the 
Evidence of this Houfe, that the Meafures purfued by our 
Miniders are all wif(? and right ; and fhall we give our Evi« 
dence in Favour of what wcknow nothing about, any farther 
than the Minifler has been pleafed to tell us in his Majefly's 
Speech from the Throne? To fay that we fhall firft give fuch 
an Evidence, and then enquire if it be right, is direSly what 
is afcribed to the fawning Parafite, who £rfl gives his Tef- 
timony to the Truth of a Fad, and then enquires what it is. 
Is this confiflent with your Lordfhips Honour ? In private 
Affairs your Word is your Oath : It is allowed to be of equal 
Weight with the Oath of a private Man : I believe, every one 
pf' your Lordfhips CQnfiders it as fuchj^ and would be as ih^ 
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of giving your Word, as yourO.ith, in Tefllmony of a FaT- Anno74.Geo. II. 
Kood. My Lords, in private Converfation, it may, per- ^ '740- 
haps, be looked on as a llift' fort of Formality, never to fay 
any Thing, or to make any Ufe of any Expreflions, but fuch 
as are ftridly agreeable to the Sentiments of the Mind. A 
littJe Coniplairance, or even DJffimulation, is allowable, bc- 
caufe it is receflary for Converfation, and for keeping up a 
Correfpondence among TVlen ; but in all judicial Proceedings, 
and much more in parliamentary Proceedings, efpecially fuch 
as remain upon Record as the authentic Ads of the Affembly, 
Complaifance is no way neceffary, and Diffimulation is always 
a Crime. I am therefore fur prized, how this modern fort, of 
Complaifance in our Addrefles at the Opening of a Seffion 
camcfirflto be introduced, or^ow it has continued fo long; 
but, thank God ! it has yet acquired no prefcriptive Authori- 
ty : It is not yet beyond the Memory of any Man living, and 
1 hope it will be altered, and for ever abolilhed, before it 
<!omes to be fo. I hope we (hall return to our ancient Me* 
thod, and there wi^ never a greater Neceflity for it than upon 
the prefent Occafion. 

My Lords, wh^n no MeafureS have been purfued but fuch 
as feemingly at leaft appear to have been right, a little Com- 
plaifance in our Addrefs may admit of fome fort of Excufe ; 
but when the Meafures purfued, and referred to in his Ma- 
jeftv's Speech, are fuch as feemingly ^appear to be wrong, 
or fuch as have been generally condemned, the le.ift fort 
of Complaifance with regard to ftrch Meafures would be 
criminal in the higheft Degree. This, my Lords, is the 
Cafe at prefent. The Methods taken for profecuting the 
War we are now fo juftly engaged in, or rather the furpriz- 
ing NcgleAs we have been guilty of, have been condemned 
by all but our Enemies ; and, indeed, in all Appearance, they 
are fuch, I think, as it isimpoflible to juftify. If upon this 
Occafion we return fuch an Addrefs as has been ufual of late 
Years : If we echo back his Majefty*s Speech Paragraph by 
Paragraph, we mull cither juflify or condemn all the Mea- 
fures that have been purfued, and all the Negleds our Mi- 
nijfters have been guilty of. In his Majefty's Speech they 
tell us, they have profecuted the War in the moft proper 
Races, and in the moil vigorous and efFe^lual Manner. Can 
we fay fo in cor Addrefs, my Lords ? Will any^Man in the 
Nation, befides the Creatures of our Minifler, fay fo ? Have 
we profecuted the War in the moft proper Places ? Have we 
profecuted it in any Place ? My Lords, we have profecuted it 
no where, unlcfs a little Privateering Can be called profecut- 
iag a War ; and even in that Way we have negleded our own 
Trade fo mach^ that I am convinced, the Ei^'emy have had 
1740. lii a .greatly 
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Anno lA.Geo.II.gf^tly the Advantage of us. As for what Admiral Fer»ox 
1740. has done in the Weft-Indies^ I am perfaaded it was not owing 
to the Orders or InftrudUons he had from our Minifters, but 
bccaufe they durft not give him any Orders or Inftruftions for 
preventing it ; and bccaufe they knew, that he had a fincere 
Regard for the Honour and Intereft of his Country, and of 
Confequence would, to the utmoil of his Power, profecute the 
War, in the moft proper Place, and in the moft vigorous ai^d 
effeftual Manner, therefore they fent him thither with a 
Force from which nothing could be expedled, and with which 
no Man but himfelf, X believe, would have attempted any 
Thing of Confequence. 

For the fame Reafon, my Lords, they found Pretences, of 
fome Kind or other, to delay fending him any proper Sup- 
plies, for above a Year and a Half after they might and 
ought to have been fent. Nay, I doubt much if they would 
yet have been fent, if it had not been for the exprefs Orders 
given, as I muft fuppofe, by his Majefty, after his Return 
from his German Dominions ; for by their having been fo 
long, and fo unaccountably delayed before, and failing fo foon 
after his Majelly's Return, I muft fuppofe, that their failing at 
laid proceeded ioitly from him, and not from the Diredions 
of any of his Minifters, perhaps contrary to the Advice of 
ftmeofthem. The wefterly Winds, I know, afforded fome 
fort of Excufe ; but if the lieceiFary Preparations had been 
made with any fort of For^fight or £)ifpatch, the Fleet 
might have been ready, and might have failed, before the 
wefterly Winds fet in ; and even after thefe Winds had fet 
in, there were feveral Opportunities for our Fleet's getting 
out of the Channel, if they had been provided with every 
Thing neceffary, and had received exprefs Orders to fail with 
the firft Opportunity. 

With regard, my Lords, to the fending of Supplies to Ad« 
miral Vernon ^ there feems to have been fomething more than 
Negledl : There really feems to have been a formed Deiign, 
to prevent his being able to profecute the War in the W€ji' 
Indies i till the Spaniards had provided &r their Defence ; 
and the little Interruption they have met with in fending 
Squadrons and Land-Forces to America^ confirms me in this 
Belief. But this is not the only wrong Meafure, or unac- 
countable Negledl, we have been guilty of. I may perhaps 
have no great Share of natural Underftanding, but I have 
fome Experience in military Affairs. It has been my Trade 
ever fmce I was a Child ; and from the Experience I have 
had, and the Knowledge J have, by con^erfing with others, 
acquired, I think, I could demonftrate, that no one right 
Step has been taken,, cither in the Comm^iKcment or Profe- 

Ctttion 
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caddii of the War. But as I fhall alwajrs be as &r from de* jIju,^ 14. Geo.II. 
firing your Lordihips to condemn, as I (hall be from defiriiig 1740. 
yoa to approve, without being fully and thorougly infbrair ^ ' 
^, therefi^re, the only Aim I have in giving you my 
ThoY^ghts upon the prefent Occafion, is, to induce you to 
return to the antient Method of addreffing, in Anfwer to his 
Maje%*s Speech from the Throne. 

I loiow, my Lords, the modem FVadice has for ibme 
Years been very diBerenL His Majefty's intended Speech 
has been communicated by his MiniAers to a few Lords, be^^ 
fore he fpoke it in this Honfe, and at the fame Time they 
communicated fnch a Motion, as they thought would be pro« 
per to be made, for an.Addrefsof this Houfe by way of An- 
fwer to that Speech. The firfl has generally contained an 
Encomium upon their own Meafures, and the other has re- 
gularly been a Repetition and Improvement of that Enco- 
miam. This, we may believe, has always been approved of 
by the Lords they fhewed it to, and then fome one of thent 
has been appointed to make that Motion, and another to fe«> 
ocMdit. i£thertOf my Lords, I am no way Airprized: I 
am not all at furprized, that theMinifters Meafures, or the 
Motion they propofe, (hould be approved of by the few 
Lords they pick out for their Confidents ; but what I am 
fvrprized at is, that this Houfe has fallen into a Method of 
expelling and waiting for this Motion, as if no Lord in this 
H00& had a Right to make fuch a Motion, but the Lord 
appointed for that Purpofe by the King^s Miniflers ; and I 
am ftill more furprized, that the Motion thus made by the 
Appointment of the King's Miniflers, fhould for fo many 
Years have been approved of by the Majority of this Houfe. 
Such a Method of introducing an Addrefs I think inconftflent 
with the Freedom and Independency of thisAfTembly, and 
I think our mentioning or -faying any Thing of Meafures we 
know nothing of, in a Parliamentary Way, inconfiftent with 
oar Dignity and Honour. 

I am therefore, my Lords, for our refuming the ancient 
Method of Addreifitig, and I think it more neceffary upon 
this Occaii<»i, than any former, becaufe our public Tranf- 
aidions fince laft Se0a.on have been fuch as have not been ap- 
proved of, I believe, by many Lords in this Houfe, and I 
am fure they have been complained of by the Majority of 
the Nation. No Lord will oppofe, no Man can find Fault 
with oar returning his Majefty Thanks for his mofl gracious 
Speech from the Throne, or with any general Profeffions we 
can make afe of, for teftifying our Duty and AlFedion to^ 
htm, and our Zeal for his Service, which is the farthefl we 
ought to go upcm the prefent Occaiton ; and for this Pui-pofe, 
. .. « I have 
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Anno i4.Geo»IK I ^^^ thought of a Motion for an Addrefs, which I hope 
X74O' your Lordlhips will approve of. As what I am to propofe is 
^ ' *V* '■^iiot the Work of many Hands, and as I do not pretenci to 
nnderft^nd any Thing of the Sublime, my Sentiments may, 
perhaps, be but poorly exprefTed ; but this I can fay, my 
Motion is my own, and made without any Man's Direction ^ 
It is this, my Lords c That your Lord(hips do rcfolve, 1"h.at 
an humble Addrefs be prefenced to his Majefty, returning 
him the Thanks of this Houfe for his.mo£l gracious Speech, 
from the Throne. 

To congratulate his Majelly on his fafe Return to his Re- 
gal Dominions. To alTure his MajeAy, that we will iland 
by him with our Lives and Fortunes, in the Profecution oF 
the jult and necelTary War in which he is engaged. 

And as a further Proof of our Duty and ASedion to his 
Majefty*s facred Perfon, Royal Family and Government, to 
aiTure him, that we will exert ourfelves in our high Capacity 
of hereditary great Council of the Crown (to which all other 
Councils are fubordinate and accountable) in fuch a manner 
as may bell tend to the promoting the true Intereft of his 
Majdly, and oar Country, in this critical Jun^^ure. 

Lord Dathurji, 
My Lords, 
licnl BatbmJI. Jt was with great Satisfa6lion I heard the Motion now 
made to you : I confefs I did not exped to hear any Motion 
made by the noble Duke upon this Occafion, and his (landing, 
up gave me an anticipated Sort of Pleafure ; becaufe -I fujp- 
pofed he was to conclude with a Motion, and that Motion, 
I forefaw, would be more agreeable to the Honour and Dig< 
' nity of this Houfe, than any I had heard for fome Years 

upon the like Occafion. He has exceeded my Expe&tions : 
The Motion he has offered, is drawn up in as ftrong Terms 
as can poflibly be exprefTed. There is nothing in it we can 
obje<^ to ; and I hope it will be thought as full, as even his 
Majeily^s Miniilers can jullly exped from us upon this Occa- 
fion. 

My Lords, I have often found fault with that complai-*' 
(ant, 1 {hall not fay fawning Method, we have of late \ears 
fallen into, of echoing back his Majefty'fr Speech from the" 
Throne, and making our Addrefs a Sort of Panegyric "upon 
the Condud of our Miniilers. It is a moil dangerous De- 
parture from the Method obrer\'ed by our Ancellors : It is an 
Innovation of fo late a Date, that even I remember when it 
was fiiil introduced ; and though it has fmce been generally 
obferved, yet your Lordfhips know, that it has almoll always 
been objeded to by many Lprds in this Houfe, though they 
< had not the good Fortune to prevail in their O^^pofttioiu 
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The noble Duke has taken the right Method, I thlok^ for Anno 14. Geo. II* 
prevailing with us to refume the ancient Ufage of Parliament* x74o* 
He has propofed an Addrefs that cannot, I am fure, be dif- ^**^"' "^ 
agreed to, and nothing can, I think^ be added without 
weakening what he has propofed. If there be any amongft 
Ds, that incline to have Compliments made to our Minitos 
upon this Occaiion, I do not fee hpw they can now be intro- 
duced ; for I fball think it very extraordinary, to fee a Ne- 
gative put upon a Motion fo full of flrong ExpreiTions of 
Daty to his Majeily and our Country, in order to make 
^ooDi £)r an Addrefs dulFed with fulfome Compliments to 
our Minifters. 

I know, my Lords, it is not necelTary to fecond any Mo^ 
ti<m in this Honfe, and therefore I novy rofe up only to teilify 
the Satis&£tion I received from hearing this Motion made, 
and to declare my Approbation of what the noble Duke ha^ 
propofed. I hope it will meet with no Oppofitlon : Jf it 
docs, I may, perhaps, rife up again to give you my Senti- 
ments upon the Subjed ; and if 1 fhould, I hope the Houfe 
vill indulge m^ the Favour of a Hearing. 
Lord Ha<ver/ham, 

My Lords, 
The prefent State of the Affairs q{ Europe in general, i9hoi^ Baverfiam» 
well as of this ^Nation in particular, is fo critical, and his 
Majefty, in his Speech from the Throne, has fo fully laid 
that State before us, that every Man mUft be fenfible of what 
the Britijh Nation ought to do, and what a Britifi Parliament 
ought to fay to their Sovereign, upon this important Occa- 
£on ; therefore, unexperienced as I am, I (hall venture to 
propofc what I think ought to be the Heads of your Ad- 
drefe, by way of Anfwer to his Majefty's Speech from the 
Throng- 

His Majedy has told us, that Meafures have been taken, 

that Squadrons have been got ready, and Land«Forces raifed 

and embarked, both here and in America, for puihing the 

War againA Spain, in the moft proper Places, and in the 

moft vigorous and effedual Manner ; and that thefe Things 

have been done, with as much Expedition as the Nature of 

the Services, and the Manning of the Ships, would admit* 

Thefe, my Lords, are Fads we have no Occafion to enquire 

into : Th^ are publickly kliown ; and every one will allow* 

they were wife and right. We cannot therefore omit mak-^ 

ing our Acknowledgments to his Majefty upon this Subjed : 

We could not in Gratitude have omitted it, even tho' he 

had been pleafed not to mention any Thing of it in his 

Speech. 

What 
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Anno 14.Gco.II* What Refoliitions our Neighbours have taken, or majr 
X740. take,, with regard to the War between Spain aiid us, are not 
yet openly declared, at leaft they are not publicly known ; 
but his Majefly having hinted to us, iii his Speech, as if 
fbme of our Neighbours intended to attempt to prefcribe 
Rules to us, I think we ought to thank his Majefly for not 
allowing himfelf to be diverted or deterred from the jufl and 
vigorous Meafures he is purfiMng, for maintaining the Honour 
of his Crown, and the undoubted Rights of his People. And 
at the fame Time we ought to affure his Majcfty, that we 
will concur with him in all proper Meafures for refenting 
fuch an Infult, and for frufbating the J)ej}gns that may be 
formed againfl us by any Power whatfbever. 

/This, I fay, my Lords, we ought by no Means to negleft, 
and we ought to take this, which is the firil Opportunity of 
doing it; becaufe when our Neighbours fee, that neither the 
King nor the Nation is to be terrified by any Threats they 
can make ufe of, nor by any Defigns they can form, it will 
make them reiledb upon the Danger they expofe themielves 
to, and this may prevent their Attempting to carry fuch i)e* 
iigns into Execution. 

Another Thing his Majefly has mentioned in his Sp^eph, 
I mufl take Notice of, becaufe I think our inferting a proper 
Paragraph in our Addrefs, by way of Anfwer to what his 
Majeily has faid upon that Head, will be of the utmoft Con- 
fequence to the Affairs of Europe, and may prevent a mofl 
general and a moft dangerous War. Your Lordfhips mufi 
perceive, that I mean the important Scene opened in Europe 
by the Death of the late Emperor. His Majeily has told us, 
and every one muft fee, that it is impolTible to determine 
what Tunj the Policy, Interefts, or Ambition of the feveral 
Courts of Europe ms^ lead them tp take in this Critical 
Conjun£hire. Ambition, my Lords, is always for fifhing in 
troubled Waters, and the Affairs of Europe were never m a 
more troubled State, than what they have been thrown into 
by this unhappy Event. But when the Powers of Europe 
fee that the Britijh Nadon, as well as the Brttifiy King, are 
refolved to maintain the Balance of Power and the Liberties 
of Europe, it may prevent not only the mofl Ambitious, but 
the mofl Powerful from forming Schemes for deftroying what 
Britain appears refolved to preferve. His Majefly has done 
his Part by declaring his Refolutions in his Speech from the 
Throne. Do not let us be deficient in ours. Our acknow-* 
ledgthg the Wifdom of his Majefly *s Refolutions in this Re- 
^dl, and takkig this firH Opportunity to concur with him in 
thefe Refolutions, will very much encourage our Allies, and 
coipitdbute (0 the Succefs of thofe Negotiations his Majeily 

may 
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may Aott be carrying on for cflablifliing the Balance of A!moi4.GcpJI. 
Power, and bricferving the Tranquillity of £«r<?/^. i740' 

I ftall adcT no more, my Lords, but conclude with moving ^' '"^^"*^ 
yonio-refolve. That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his 
M^jefty, to return him the Thanks of this Houfe for his 
moft gradous Speech from the Throne. 

To acknowledge his Majefty*s great Wifdom, and his Ad* 
hccence to the true Intcreft of his Kingdoips, in refolving to 
cany on this joft a|id neceffary War in the moft proper Places, 
and in the moft vigorous and elFe^lual Manner ; and in not 
fufering hipifelf to be diverted or deterred from thofe Mea- 
fures. 

To me his Majefty the ftrOngeft Aflurances, that if any 
Power Ihould attempt to prefcribe or limit the Operations of 
War zgHaSt his declared Enemies, fuch an extraordinary 
Proceeding would not fail to create a jufl Indignation in us, 
and deteri&ine us to concur in all proper Meafures for vindi* 
eating and defending his Dignity and Honour againfl any In- 
folts, and fi-uflrating any Defigns formed againll us. 

To aifure his Majefly, that this Houfe will 2ealoa{Iy (land 
by and fupport him in adhering to the Engagements he; is 
under for maintaining the 3^hince and Liberties of Eurcf^^ 
on the %vent of the kte £niperor*s Deaths as well as in the 
Profecution of tiie p^efent War. 

To cxprefs pur unfhal^n and unalterable Pidelity and Af- 
fedion to his Majefiy*s Perfon ^nd Government^ and our 
ardent Wifhes^ that all l^s Enterprizes ior maintaining the 
Honour of liis Crown, and the Rights of his People, may 
be blefted with S^ccefs. 

Thefc, .my Lord^, are, in n^y Opinion, the Heads upon 
which our ' Addjjrefs ought to be formed ; but as I am little 
acquainted with the Methods of Proceeding in this Houfe^ 
I roaU leave it to your Lordfhips to confider, whether this 
Propofition. which I have ventured to make to you, ought 
to ftand as a Motion by itfelf, or whether it ought to be of- 
fered ^7 w^y of Amendment to what the noble Duke has 
been pleafed to propofe. 

Lord Hyiufford, 
My Lords, 

If we confider the prefent CirCumftances of this Nation, Lord Hyndfurd^ 
or the prefent Situation of the Affairs of Europe ^ I believe 
evcnr one .of your Lordfhips will allow, that there never was 
a Tunc, when there was a greater Neceflity for teHifying, 
in the moiS public and authentic Manner, a perfedl Una- 
nimity ambngft ourfelves, and a firm Confidence in his Ma- 
jetty's Wifdom and Conduft. We are now engaged in a War 
agamfl one of the mofl powerful, and one cf (he mofl abfo- 
1740. Kkk lute 
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Anno 1 4- Geo. u* lute Monarchies in Europe. We have fbnnerly been engag^ 
^40' ^ in War folely for fatisfying the Ambition of o^r Sovereign, 
or the private Piques and Refentments of fome of his Fa- 
vourites ; but, during his prefent Majeily^s Reign, we can be 
in no Danger of being engaged in War on any. fach Account. 
In every Part of his Conduit he has fhewn, that he is fwayed 
by nothing but the Honour of his Crown,, and the Happi- 
Dd& of his Subje^s ; and the prefent War he did not engage 
in, till the Obitinacy, Injuilice and Violence of the Spaniardi 
made it evident to every Man in the Kingdom, that we 
could expe6l no Satisfa^ion for pail Injuries, ma Security 
againft future, by any Thing but by Force of Arms. The 
War has been hitherto conduced with the atmoft Vigour, in 
the mod proper Place, and with as much Succefs as coaid 
reafonably be expeded ; but every one knows, that front 
the very Beginning of the War we were, and ftill" are in 
Danger of having another Enemy to engage with, more 
powerful, and more capable to hurt as. Tlus Dai^jer will 
encreafe in Proportion to our Succefs, and nothing can contri' 
bate more to our efchewing this Danger, than that of ihewing 
a perfect Harmony and Unanimity amongfl ourlelves. 

With regard to the prefent D'rcun;kftances of this NatioD 
therefore, we ought upon this Occafion, if evscr, to exprefs^ 
our Duty and AdeAion to his Majefly, our Approbation of 
his Meafures, and our Confidence in his Wifdom and Con- 
du£l, in the mofl full and explicit Terms. And with regard 
to the prefent Situation of the Affairs of Europe, your Lord* 
jhips muft all be fenfible, how ticklifh it has been rendered, 
by the late unfortunate Death of the Emperor : By this un^ 
timely Accident, thofe who are profefTed Enemies to the Re* 
pofe and Liberties of Europe y have got fuch an Opportunity 
for carrying their ambitious and dangerous Defigns into Exe- 
cution, as they themfelves could fcarcely have hoped for. 
By this Accident, the Princes of Germany are left without a 
Head, (and God knows how long they mxy continue fo) the 
Germanic' Body is thereby rendered li^eis and inadive, and 
the Houfe of Auftria is on every Side environed with Ene- 
mies, ready to tear from it the Whole or a great Pwt of it» 
Dominions. In this Situation nothing can preferve the \Ji^ 
berties of Europe ; nothing can preferve the Liberties^ the 
Trade, or the Navigation of this Kingdom, but a fpeedy 
Alliance and Confederacy amongft thofe Princes and States 
that are Friends to Liberty, for" defeating the Defigns of 
thofe that are its declared Enemies; and the forming of this 
Alliance or Confederacy will be greatly promoted or retarded 
by our Behaviour in this Seifion of Papliament. 
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AQ the Princes and States of Europe are fenfibleof theAnn014.Geo.Il. 
Weigl^ 2|nd the Flower of this Nation, when we ad with 1740* 
Concord and Unanimity. If there appears to be a perfed 
Unanimity amongft ourfdves, anda good Harmony between 
the King and his Parliament, the leveral Powers whofe Inte- 
reft it is to preferve the Liberties of Europe will put a Confi- 
dence in this Nation, as they have done heretofore, and will 
readily join with as in a Confederacy for our mutual Prefer- 
vation ; but if in this Seifion of Parliament we fhould by 
any Means ihew a Coldne^ in our Duty and AfFeflion to our 
Sovereign, or a Diffidence in his Condud, the other Powers 
of Ettrobe can exped no AiMance from his Majefly ; which 
will make them defpair of being able to withfland the Tor- 
rent; and the Confeqoence of this will be, that every, one of 
tfaem will endeavour to make the beft Terms they can for 
themfelresy and refuie to Join in any public Concert for 
oppofing the ambitious Defigns of thofe who are, I may 
fay, by Nature as well as Situation^ the profefTcd Enemies of 
Qreai Britain^ 

Let us confider, my Lords, what a dreadful and dangerous 
State this Nation will be reduced to, if the Northern rowers 
ihoold be engaged in a War againfl one another, and the 
Flames of a Civil War kindled up amongft the Princes of 
(jermauy* The feveral Branches of the Houfe of Bourbon 
will then be left at fall Liberty to turn their whole united 
Foice againfb this Nation, and againfl this united Force we 
mnft ftand fingle and alone ; for thcDutch^ as they lie open 
to the Continent, and could exped ao A^iHance frona Ger- 
wuuy, wouki not dare to aMfk us. We are already engaged, 
in a War againfl one of the Branches of the Houfe of Bour- 
bvt: Another, and the mofl powerful of them, has already 
fbewtt an Inclination to prefcribe or limit the Operations of 
our Arms. In my Opinion, they would have all united in 
the War againfl us, long before this Time, if it had not 
been fer the Danger they may be expofed to by our forming 
a powerftd Alliance upon the Continent ; and againfl fuch 
an united Force, it is hardly poffible for us, in all human 
Probability, to fbmd fingle and alone. It is therefore necef^ 
bxf for our Safety, as well as for our Succefs in the War we 
are now engaged in, to prevent^ if poffible, a War in the 
North, or a Civil War in Germaw^. This his Majefly has 
lefblved on, and this he may effeduate, if a due Weight be 
given to Ids Negotiations, by letting the World fee, that 
hb Majefly ^11 be fuppoited by the united Power of ^^ 
Parliament and People of Gnat Britain. 

For this Purpofe, my Lords, we ought, in our Addrefs 
upon this Occafion, to ezprefs ourfelves in as full and ex<- 

17^0^ j^kkz j4ii?i( 
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Anno i4.Geo.n. P^icit a Manner, as ever a Brltijh Parliament did to tkeii 
1740. Sovereign. An Addrefs in general Terms may, at othei 
Times, be right. The Cuftom of echoiiig back (as fbme 
aiFe£k to call it) his Majefty's Speech from the Throne, may^ 
for what I know, be UTOng ; but it is a Cuflom that has 
prevailed for many Years, and I am fure it would be very 
wrong in us, at this critical Conjundure, to alter that Cu^^ 
torn, or to (hew Icfs Refpeft for our Sovereign, than has for 
many Years been fhcwn upon the like Occaiion ; for which 
Reafon, I cannot but approve and fecond the Motion made 
by the noble Lord near me. 

As this lafl Motion was the (econd Motion for th/e fame 
Purpofe, and as by the Forms of Procee4ing, it was ne- 
ceflary to put a Queilion upon the firft Motion, before the 
fecond could be come at, the Lord Chancellor flood up^ and 
after explaining the two Motions a little, both which he 
caufed to be read, that they might be the better underilood, 
he faid, he fuppofed the noble Lord meant to propofe hh 
Motion as an An^endment to the noble Duke's Motion, li 
this had been allowed of, the firft Quefiion would of couHe 
have been, To agree to the Aroendmcnt propofed ; but 
Lord Talbot i!ood up, and (hewed, that the noble Lord 
neither nicant nor could mean to propofe it by way of A- 
mendment, becaufe the firH Paragraph in both Motions was 
Word for Word the fame: That if the noble Lord had 
. meant what he propofed as an Amendment to the noble 
Duke's Motion, he would have propofed, that the firfl Pa- 
ragraph only of the latter ihould be left Handing, that the 
two other Paragraphs ihould be left oat, and in their Stead, 
Inr way of Amendment, he would have moved to infert the 
Whole of what he has propofed, except the firfl: Paragraph : 
^ut this he had not done. According to his Manner of 
ibting his Propofition, it was plainly a diftinft and a fe- 
cond Motion, and therefore their Lordfhips were, by the 
Forms of Proceeding, to put the Quelfiqn upon the firft 
Motion. Upon this the Lord Chancefior ftood.up asd faid. 
That he rofe up only to fpeak to their Methods and Order 
of Proceeding : That he granted the Motions feemed to be 
two diflinA Motions, and therefore 1/ thipir Lordihips did 
not approve of the jirft, and had a Mind to come at the 
fecond, the proper Way would be to put the previous Quc- 
ftion with regard to the firft : However he would make no 
Motion ; he fpoke to Order only, and would afterwards 
jtake an Opportunity to fpeak to the Kfferits. 


^ord Tallftt, 


Lord ChaniccJ- 
ior. 
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Tije Lord fisfr/wA A11no14.Ow.Ifv 

My Lords, 1740. 

In this Debate, as well as in a great many others, I find v fa ^ '^ ^ 

fome Lords are niighty apt to rwJ intaa Miftakc, which is Lord Cartertf. 

of the mpft mifchievoas Confequence in all Parliamentary 

Enqomes. They cannot, or will itot diiiing^iifa between his 

Wjefy ami his Miniflers ; but call all public Meafures his 

Majefty^s MeafureSy and from thence (up^fe, that thefe 

who find ^oh with any public Meafure, are blaming his 

M^efty's Cdndudy and trefpafling againft that Duty arid M- 

ie€tian they owe to their Sovereign. This, my Lords, is 3 

mo& onparliamentary Method of Proceeding 9 for it is weU* 

known, that his Majelty^s Name ought never to be broilght ' 

into any of our Debates. When we take bis Majefty*s 

Speech into Coniideration, though ,we have heard it from 

his own Month; yet we do not confider it as his Majefty> 

Speech; bat as the Speech of his Minifters. Tho' we were 

in OUT private Capacity convinced, that his Maje% had 

^ke off-hand,' and without Premeditation^ or advifing with 

any oi»e of his Miniflers, yet when we come to c^ifider- 

.that Speech as Members of this Houfe, we are to confider 

jt as die Speech of hiis Miniflers;. for while they eontinne 

Minifters, they are anfwerable to Parliament for every Thing 

the Parliament does or fays, and if they think this a Hard- 

ibip, they" may eafily avoid it, or^etoffon^t, byrefofing 

to accept of, or by throwing up their Employments. ' 

With regard to all public Meafures it is the &me. When 
we come to confider them in this Houfe, we are to look on 
them as the Meafures^ not of the King, but of his Miniflers, ' 
even tho* we were in our private Capacity ccmvinced, that 
the King had of his own Head purfued thofe Meafinm, 
withont confulting with am^ of his Miniflers, and perhaps 
coatrafy to their Advice : This, I ihall allow, is iikewiie a 
Haidlhip upon Miniflers, but it is a great Advantage to the 
Nadbn $ and it mufl be allowed, that the Hardflup is not fq 
^eat in making the Miniflers and Officers of the Crown aft* 
Iwer far v^hat the King does, as in making them anfwer flv 
what he faysj for the King may fpeak without the Affifl- 
anc^ of any Mimfii^ or Officer, but he cannot a^ he can 
pvfecute no public Meafure without the Afliflance of fome 
flf ys ^finifters or Oncers. Therefore, when we hear any 
fA»d advifing ns to approve of all his Majefly^s Nfeafinet^ 
to fdaee an entire Confidence in his MajeflyV Wifdom and 
Coodu^, we ought to turn it into the proper Parliamentary 
X^anguage, and then it will ftand thus: I advife you to a|v 
prove of all the Meafures purfued by his Majefty*s Miniflers, 
and to place an entire Confidence in their Wif<bm and Con- 
da/Gti which is an Adyice that I hope ^our Lordfliips will 
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AaiioT4«Geo.II.^vvays difdftin to take. I am fare it would be no Sign 
1740. either of your Doty and Afiedion to your Sovereign, or of 
your Regard' to your Country, to follow any fuch Advice. 

My Lords, I have as much Afledion for my Sovereign, 
and am as fenfible of the Duty I owe him, as any Lord in 
this Hottfe can pretend to : I have a great Confidence in his 
Wiidom and Condu6l, when he is not milled by his Mini- 
fters : But, as a Member of this Houie, 1 have no AfFe6lion 
for his Miniders ; I owe them no Duty ; and from what is 
paft, I have no Reafon to put any Confidence in their Wif- 
dom or Condu^. Our Enemies may, perhaps, place a Con- 
fidence in their Mifcondu^, but I am fure our Friends, 
neither Abroad nor at Home, can place any Confidence in 
their good Conduft. Therefore, the beft Way to reftOre a 
Confidence among our Friends Abroad, and our People at 
Home, would be, to let them fee that this Houfe i^ re- 
folved to re-afFume and exercife its antient Right of being his 
Majefty^s great and chief Council ; and that our future Mea- 
fures will be advifed, not by thofe who have led Europe, as 
well as their own Country, into Diftrefs, but by a free and 
independent Bntijb Parliament. This, I fay, would be the 
proper Way to refiore a Confidence in our future Condu£t 
ainong our Friends, both Abroad and at Home^ and no- 
thing can contribute more to this defirable, this neceifary £nd, 
than our agreeing to the Addrefs propofed by the nobk Duke. 

Jf your Lordihips compare the two Motions now before 
the Houfe, you cannot but fee the Difference between the 
Work of a Minifter, laying Snares for an Approbation of his 
Conduct, and the Work of a free and independent Member 
of this Houfe, exprefiing his Duty to his Sovereign with 
Dignity and a true Affedion. The noble Duke's' Motion 
appears to be the Work of a good Workman. Whether 
your Lordihips agree to it or no, it will remain upon Re* 
cord, and will for ever be an Honour to him that pro- 
pofed it. It 16 ftrong : It is Laconick : It exprefifes in a few 
Words all the Duty and AfFe^ion to our Sovereign, that is 
meant by the other : It exprefifes more ; it exprefiTes that 
which is our real Duty, and the befi Sign of our Affection 
to our Sovereign: I mean, that we will exert ourfdves in 
our high Capacity of hereditary great Couticil of the 
Crown, to which all other Councils, even his Majefty's Ca- 
binet Council, are fubordinate and accountable. Can your 
Lordntips find fault with any one Word in this Motion ? Will 
you weaken it by Wire-drawing it, or by adding any un- 
deferved Compliments* to the Minifter ? 

If no Fault could be found with any of our late Mea- 
fwxs, if all of them deferved the hieheft Approbation, the 

' ? ' Pobl» 
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fioble Dttkc's Motion woiild be a proper Motion, And all wc^ij„o^^^Qco.H. 
flioold fay upon this Occa£on. But when our Meafures are 1740. 
the Sobjed: of a general Complaint at home» and an aniver 
ikl Ridicule abroad, will your Lordihips rejedl fuch a Mo- 
tion, in order to come at a Motion that implies an Approba- 
tion of all our late Meafures i I fay rejed, my Lords, for 
the previous Queftion is but a parliamentary Method £f re- 
jeding. When fuch a Motion as this is thrown out by the pre-* 
vioas Queftion, and another upon theiame Subjed agreed to ; 
it is as effb&aally .rejected, as if it had been rejeded in ex- 
preifi Terms, b^u^ it can never afterwards be agrc;ed Co, 
which ihei^fs a very material Di^rence between putting the 
preyious Queflion upon a Motion of this .Nature, and pot- 
ting: it upon a Motion that may the very next Day bet re- 
vived and agreed to. Therefore, if you throw out the 
soUe Ddke's Motion, by Means of the previous Quefiion, 
the whole. World will think, we have rejed^ed it, in ordor 
to pa& Compliments upon our MiniHer's ConduQ. Will 
this, my Lords, add to the Charadler of this AiTembly ? 
Will it not occafion the moil fevere Refledions among all 
thoie that complain of our late Meafures at home, and alfo 
«nong all'thofe that make our Meafures the Subject of daily 
^dicnle abroad ? 

By rejeding this Motion, therefore, wr eicpofe our&lveB 
to the Danger of univerfal Contempt both abroad and at 
hcHBe: By agreeing to it, we cannot expoie either our oovr 
felves «cr the Nation to the leaft Danger. Can our agreeing 
onanimoufly to fuch an Addrefs as this, be a Sign of any 
Difcord amongft ourfelves^ or of any Jealpuf/ between thie 
Kii^ and his Parliament ? Or can it derogate from that 
Confidence, which we ought to cheriih in our AUies? My 
Lords, if any Difcord ihould ariie Simx^gfk ourfelves, the^r 
only are to blame, who endeavour to reje<S this Motion, in 
order to make way for fom^ Compb'ments.to our Miniiier': 
If any Jealoufy fhould arife b^ween the King, and his Pa^^- 
'liament, they only are to blame, who eodeavour to fcreen 
* our Minifler under the facred Name of Majedy ; and if any 
Diiaffedion fhould arife among the Peopk, they only are 
to blame, who endeavour to get the Parliament to approve 
of what the People in general condemn. By agreeing to this 
Motion we fhall reilore that Confidence, which we ought 
to cheriih amongft our Allies : By cejecling it, and approv- 
i^ of our late Meafures, we (hall reduce, them to Defpail^* 
They defpife our Miniilers ; they defpife (heir Condu£l i 
their only Hopes are in a free and independent Britijb Parli- 
ament. ' l£ they find that the Parliament continues to a{X- 
prove of the Miniiler's Meafures by (he X^utn]^, a^ wi(l>- 
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J^Mkt4rOto*ll.i^t any Enqoiiy^ they will loic the only Hope thtj kaV^ 
1740. lefc. They will no longer exped any Change of Mearfores 
or Miniilets from the Parliament j aiui they can exped no 
Wifdom or Condufl irom a Minifter who has, for almoft 20 
Years, been demonftrating to the World, that he haa nei- 
ther Wiidom nor Condad. He may have a little low Can- 
ning, fuch as thofe have that buy Cattle in Smiih/kU Mar* 
ket, or fuch as a Fnncb Valet makes nfe of for managing 
an indulgent M^fter; but the whole Tenor of his Condud 
has (hewn, that he has no true Wiidom. This our Allies 
Jcnow and bemoan ; this our Enemies know and rejoice in ; 
and this the preient dangerous State of A£iurs, both abroad 
and at home, is a mdanchdy Proof of. 

I ihould avoid, my Lords, the ungrateful Taflc of (hew- 
ing ' the Bluadeis and Errors in our late Condudt, if the 
Jklinifters themfelves had not made it neceflary for me to 
undertake it. If they had afk'd no Approbation, I (houkl, 
for this Day at leaft, have found no Fault ; but as they in- 
M upon having a parliainentary Approbation, and. for- that 
Furpofe to have one of the beft Motions I ever heard made 
in this Houfe, rejeded, I think I am bound in Duty, both 
to your Lorddiips and my Country, to expofe the Weakne^ 
of their Condud, and to fherw that the prefent State of Af- 
iairs, both at home and abroad^ which they themfelves 
allow to be dangerous, proceeds entirely from their own 
Blunders. With rega/d to the pre(ent Circumftances (^ 
this Nation, we have been infulted and plundered by the 
Spaniards^ for almoft 20 Years. Bid this proceed from the 
Power of Spain^ ox the Weakncfs of this Nation ? Every 
one knows it did not. We had it always in our Power to 
make that Nation feel the Weight of our Refentment ; and 
we let flip ieveral Opportunities, when we might have done 
it in a moft exemplary Manner, when there was no Danger 
of their being affiled by any Power in Ettrope^ and when 
we were fure of Affiilance ^m our Allies, if they had. 
Fiom whence then did our difhonourable and deih-u£tive 
Patience proceed ? From the Weaknefi of our Mini((er, and 
from that alone : He did not fbrefee, or for fome felfifh End 
pretended he did not foreiee, that if we let one Infult pa6 
onpuniihed, we were fure of meeting with a fecond. He 
truAed to Negotiations and Treaties, tho* he knew that (tick 
Infults ought to put an End to all Negotiation, and that 
fach Depredations were in dired Violation of the moft fo- 
lemn Treaties. In this.Cafe, was it not evident, that we 
could truft to no future Treaty, that we could exped no 
Security in Time to come, but by a proper Refentment of 
what was pail ? Yet he deferred refenting for almoft 20 

Years; 
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Yean : He continued to fnfier notwitiiftahding the r^s^ted Anno 24.Geo.II4 
Compbmts of .our Merchants, and the repeated AddreHes J740; 
of Parliament ; and the Sfaniards continued to infolc and ~ " 
plunder* By this Condud the Nation was rendered fo coa- 
temptibtey' that the Sfanlards thought the^r might ufe u» as 
the/ pleaied : This made them redouble their Depredations^ 
and confiraied them in their Obftinacy $ io that when our 
Afmtiler found himfelf obliged, Ibr his own Safety* toioM 
peremptorily upon Satisfafibn and Security^ the Spaniardsi 
imagining from his former pufillaniraoos Condodl, that he 
would not dare to begin Ho^lities againftthemy as per- 
emptorily refu fed his Demand. 

Thus your Lordfhips may feey that the War we are now 
engaged in, is entirely owing to the Blunder of our Minify 
ter ; for if the firfl Infult put upon us by the Spaniards^ 
afrer the Treaty in 1721^ had been properly refeneed, and 
full Satisfadlion and Reparation peremptorily infiiled on, the 
Spaniards would not have ventured upon a fecond, nor 
ihoald we have had Occafion for any new Treaty, becaufe 
the old were fufficicnt, if they had been obierved. But this, 
itiy Lords, was not all ; wh:lft our Minifker, by his blun- 
deHttg Timidity, to call it no worie, was encouraging the 
Spaniards to continue their Depredations, and to periilt ob- 
ihnitely in their Refufal of Juftice, by another Train of 
.Bfonders he was detaching from us every Ally we had in 
the World, cementing a clofe Union between France and 
Sfain^ and eftablifhing a lalHng Caufe of Quarrel between 
Spain and the Emperor. By the Time he had efieded the(b 
wife PnrpOfes, the Infolence of Spain towards ns grew in- 
fofferable : The People of tiiis Nation could bear it no 
longer ; they would not allow him to bear it. Thus he 
fonnd himfelf obliged to begm^ or at leaft not to (^pofe 
our bej^nning HofHLities againft Spatn, at the moll unfe&fon- 
able Time he could have chofen during the whole CouHe 
of his Adminiftration ; for that the Time was nn(eafbnable»' 
I Ihall readily admit ; bat we were under an abfolute and 
dire Neceffity, and the Neceflity we were under^ as well as 
the Unfeafonablenefs of the Time, were both owing to ow 
Minif^et's Mifcondudt. Thefe Meafures he was, or pre* 
tended to be led into by the ridiculous Conceit of pre4rr« 
ing the Tranquillity of Europe^ and the Peace of this Nati* 
on, at a Time when every Year, efvcry Month Was fur- 
niihing us with a jufl Caafe of War againft Spain^ and con- 
fequently with a good Reafon for difturbing the Tranquillity 
of Europfy if we could, in order to have an Opportunity for 
taking our Revenge of the Spaniards^ without Danger of 
their being affifUd by any other Power in Europe. 

1740. L U This, 
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Aiux>i4.Geo.IL This, my liOrds, was the Conduft of our Minifter in 
1740. Time of Peace ; and fince the War began, I am fure it has 
been no way mended. After what the noble Duke, who 
'tttift be allowed to be a good Judge, had {aid upon the 
Snbjedi, I was really liirprized to hear it propofed, that this 
liottfe ihould ackaowlec^ the Minifter's great Wifdom, in 
Milblving to cany on this j^ft and necelTary War in the moft 
pr<^r Places, and in the moft vigorous and efieAual Man- 
ner. I wifh the noble Lord had told ns when the Minifter 
took this wife Reiblucion, or how it appears that any fuch 
iR€(61tttion has been yet taken. I am fore, it does hot appear 
from any thing yet done in any Part of the World. This 
JRefokition ought certainly to have been taken, as foon as 
we refolved to begin Hoftilities, and we ought to have be- 
gun Hoftilities by canying this Reic^ution into Execution : 
If we had done fo, Spain would have been obliged to fub- 
init before this Time : We might have put an £nd to the 
War by the firft Blow, if we had aimed it aright, and given 
it in the moft vigorous and effedlual Manner.* 

fiutinftead of this, my Lords, we have done BexttDnOi- 
thing. It is now a Year and a half very near, ilnce we 
ought to have begun Hoftilides ; it is fifteen Months fmce 
We iiTued Orders for Reprisals ; it is thirteen Months fince 
we declared War : The War has already coft us three or 
four Millions, exclufive of the Lofs our Merchants have fuf- 
&red fi'om Captures ; and as yet we Have done nothing be- 
fides taking a few Ships, and deftroying a few Caftles. I 
am far from endeavouring to depreciate the Service done- by 
Admiral Vemou at Porto Be/zad Chagrt ; it was a moft fig- 
Aal and furprizing Service, ccmfiderii^ how he was provided ; 
but it is but a Tnfie confidering what we might have done, 
imd what he would have done, had he been propeiiy pro* 
vided ; and I will venture to fay, it was neither intended 
nor expelled by our Minifter. Can we then acknowledge 
his great Wifdom in refolving to carry on the War in the 
moft proper Places, or in the moft vigorous and effedual 
Manner? I fay, my Lt>rds, the Minifter*s great Wifdom ; 
for this is what muft be intended to be meant by every Pa- 
ragraph in our Addrefs, that relates to any paft Meafiire. 
In fuch Cafes, it is not his Majefty^s, but iiis Minifter's 
great Wiidom we are to acknowledge ; and thus his Tools 
widiout doors will be inftruded to explain it to the People. 

If your Lordfhips mean no fuch Thing, I hope you will 
l>e cautk)us of giving them- any fuch Handle ; for inftead of 
giving any Man a Pretence to {^y^ upon your AQtlK>rity. 
that £e War has been pufhed in die nf»3ft proper Places, or 
Iq (He moft vigorous Manner, I thi^k you ought, as foon as 
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pqffihk, to enter into an Enquiry, why it kas yet been pafli* Amioi4.Geo JI. 
cd m a yigoroiis and efiedlaal, Manner in np Place whatibeven ^ 1740* 
If we were in Danger at the Beginning of the War of having ' 
another Enemy, beiides Spmn^ to engage with, it fhoold 
lucve been a Reafon for our paihing the War at the Be> 
l^nsing with all imaginable Vigour, and with all poffible 
DiQxitch, in order to force the Sfanii&ds to a Snbmiffi<Mi, or 
ta reap fbme fignai and lafting Advantage foroarfelv^, be- 
fore tfaiEKt other Power could be prepared for affixing them. 
Bat why ihould this Power be mentioned in oar ;< Addrefs ? 
They havenot yet declared againft us, and I am not for pro- 
voking fuch a formidable Power by Words ; for Words fome- 
times irritate more than Deeds* If they fhould declare againft 
oi, or i^ they &Ottld attempt to prefcribe or limit the Ope- 
rations of hisMajefiy's Arms, we muil ftand upon our own 
Legs. I hope we fhall fhew them that we are able to defend 
ooHUres, said msdce them r^nt joining with oinr Enemies. 
Thef labour under feveral Diradvautages I could name, but 
as I am- for Deedt, when they become proper, and not fcv 
Wordfc, which can never be proper, I mall mention none of 
thofe Disadvantages, b^caufe it might give Provocation, and 
canbe of no Service. However, I may mention one Advan- 
tage they have over us : They have a Miniiler that is not 
ijtilf reipe^bible, as diey call it, but refpe^ed, both by the 
Fmj^ and the King. This is a great Advantage, for it is 
of ininite I^fs to a Nation to b^ nnder the Conduct of a 
Miaifter hated and di^ifed by the People : It deftroys or 
jMderr uftieftone Half of their Power 1 becaufe their Ene- 
ttios can do moie withMalf than tiiey can do with double 
theFofcec Therefoxe if we fhould at laft^ be involved in a 
War agunil France as well as Sfah, I hope this Uoufe will 
nie Cheir &ideavours, to have our AfBtirs put under the Con- 
da€tof thoie that have fome Credit and Edeem among the 
Peofile. If this H^ufe fiiould now begin to ufe Endeavours 
for thi> Porpofe, it might perhaps prevent the Nation^s beings 
engaged in ihch a heavy and dangerous War ; for nothing 
can nuM cncoorage France to join againft us, than the little 
Vigonr we have yet (hewn in the Profecution of the War. 

1 know, my Iiords, it has been faid, in ExtuCe for our 
not hanng.pnihed the War with mere Vigour and Difpatch, 
that we oottid'aot fpare any of the Troops we had on Foot at 
the Beginning of the War ; and that a Body of Land-Forcea 
were font to the Weft-hidies as foon as Troops could be raifed, 
aad a Souadnm and Tranfport Ships provided for convoying 
adMi'tyan^orting'them thither. SuppoTe this were true, it is 
very bad Policy, in the prefent Situation of the Afikirs or 
M^e, to mak^ ufe of the Argument. Does not every one 
1740. -^M 2 knoWf 
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Aj»no i4-Geo.llknow» that this Nation cannot be invaded by a great Force, 
1740. as long as we have a faperior Fleet at Sea ? A numerous 
Land- Army cannot therefore be nectiTiry, unleis the greatefl 
Part of our own People be difaiFeded ; and wdl any one fay, 
that we jnufl have at leaf^ 30,000 Men in Britain and Ire^ 
landy to fupport the Government againfl the Difaffeded ? 
Will this induce foreign States to put a Confidence in the 
Power of this Nation \ Will this give Weight to his Majef- 
ty*8 Negotiations, or enable him to form a Confederacy for 
fupporting the Balance of Power in £«r«5^^? 

. Nly Lords, the Revolution is a Proof, that when the People 
are generally difaiFedied, an Army is not to be depended on. 
If a fmall foreign Force fhould by any . Means come fafe a- 
fhore in favour of the DifafFe^led, both the People and the 
Army would join them, by which means thofe that had en- 
tered into an Alliance with his Majeily, might meet with the 
fame Misfortune France met with, by joining in an Alliance 
with the late King James : They might thereby have the 
united Power of Britain thrown into the Scale againfl them. 
It is therefore a moil unwife, a moil wicked, and a moil ialfe 
Infmuation to pretend, that out of 30,000 Men, the Num- 
ber of regular Troops we had in Britain and Ireland when, the 
War began, we could not fpare 4 or 5000 to be fent dire6Uy 
to the Wejt'lndies, And it is as unwife, and as falfe to pretend, 
that we C9uld not in. a i^^ Weeks have provided a Number 
of Ships fuiHcient for tranfporting them, and a Squadron fuf* 
ivcient for convoying them . At the Time of the Revolution, 
the Dutch provided a Squadron of fifty Men of War, and 
Tranfports for 1 4,000 Men, of which a great Number was 
Cavalry, in tl^t^e Months Time, for accompanying the 
Prince of Orange to England. I fay, my Lords, in three 
Months Time ; for it was in July that the firftRefoluticm |o 
aflillthePrinceof Qr^irjy was taken by the States (SeneraJ, 
and they prepared with fuch Expedition, that foon after the 
Beginning of OSoher^ sl Fleet of 50 Men of War, 25 Frir 
gates, 25 Firelhips, and near 400 Tranfports, with an Ar-- 
my pf I c,ooo Fpot, and 4000 Horfe, were ready to fail, 
suid adlually did fail, upon the 1 9th of that Month. If the 
Dutch were able to fit out fuch a Fleet in three Months, ihall 
it be pretended, will any one dare to infinuate, that the 
Britijh Nation was not able to ix out a Squadron of ao or 
30 Men of War, and Tranfports for 6 or 7000 Men, all In- 
fantry, in lefs than eighteen Months ? Thofe that make fuch 
Jnfinuations are, I am fure, more folicitous about making an 
, Excufe for the Minifler, than they are about the Charai^ of 
their Country^ or the Credit of their Sovereign, 

Thua 
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' Thus it' appears, my Lords, that^ our prefent Sitaation, Aiin014.Gco.II. 
dangerous as ic mull be confefied to be, is entirely owing to 1740. 
the Mifconda^ of our Minifler; and I ihall imroediacdy 
fkew, that the prefent unlucky Situation of the Affairs of 
Europe is chiefly owing to the fame Caufe. That the Affairs 
of Europe are at prefent in a moil unfettled State, that the 
Balance of Power is in the moll imminent Danger, is con- 
fdfed by the Friends of our Miniiler, and is by them made 
an Argument for our approving of his Condud. How juft 
this Argument is, I fhall leave to your Lordihips to confider. 
The ASdirs of Europe mufk, be re-fettled, the Balance Of 
Poivermuftbe re-eflabliihed, either by a mofl difficult Ne- 
gotiation, or by a moft dangerous War ; and this Nation 
mail, in either of thefe Methods, have a^ principal Share. 
If by Negotiation, fhall we truH the Management of that 
Negotiation to thofe, who have been for 20 Years negotiate' 
ing with Spai/if and indead of adjuHing any one Difference 
between the two Nations, have rendered every one of them 
more perplexed, and have at lafl negotiated ,us into a War? 
If by War the Affairs of Europe are to be re-fettled, fhall we 
tridl the Management of fuch a dangerous War to thofe, 
¥rho have for near 1 8 Months been carrying on a War a- 
gainU the languid and defencelefs Kingdom of Spain^ with* 
out reaping any one Advantage to their native Country, or 
doing any notable Mifchief to the Enemy ? The prefent un- 
lucky Situation of the Affairs of Europe is, therefore, as 
ikong an Argument as can be urged, for our enquiring into, 
ioilead of approving the Condu6l of our Miniiler, and £}r our 
declaring in our Addrefs upon this Occaiion, as the noble 
Bake has defired, that we will exert ourfelves in our high 
Capacity of hereditary great Council of the Crown. 

If it could be faid, that our Minifler has had no Hand in 
bringing the Affairs of Europe into their prefent dangerous, 
I may fay dreadful Situation : If it could be faid, that their 
prefent Situation is entirely owing to unforefeen Accidents, 
and not to any Error in his Condud ; yet his Condudt with 
regard to Spain muH convince every impartial Man, that he 
neither knows how to condud a Negotiation^ nor how ft> 
carry on a War. But can it be faid, that he has had no 
Share in bringing the Affairs of Europe into their prefent 
difh-efTed Condition, or that this diflreifed Condition is owing 
to any Accident? Can the Emperor's Death be called Hn Ac« 
cident ? Can the Death of any Man be called an Accident ? 
My Lords, it is a true and a common Proverb, Nothing js 
more certain than Death : The Time is uncertain, but the 
Event is infJIible ; and therefore common Prudence dire^ m 
t9 provide as foon as poiliblei againfl every Misfortune that 

may* 
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Anno T4.Ceojl. may enfiie from a Perfon*^ Death. The Hoafe tXAi^rim b^* 
<74o. gan early to provide agaioft the Death of the late Emperor 
^"•"•V""*^ by the Pragmatic Sandion } and if we had early enough 
taken proper Meaiures for guarantying that Settlement, the 
prefent tinfbrtunate State of Europe might have been pre^ 
vented. The Pragmatic Sanflion is far from beiM; a late or 
& novel Invention ; it is founded upon the PaSa civfuenta in 
1703, between Leopold^ and his two Sons^ Jofeph and Charles : 
They were fenfible of the Prejudice their Family would M- 
fer by a Divifion of its Dominions, they fore&w the Danger 
that would enfue from a difputed Succeffion, and therefore 
they agreed, that the Females as well as the Males of their 
Houfe ihould be eftabliihed in the Right of Primogeniture. 
In 17139 this Agreement was drawn into the Form of a 
Settlement or Enuil, and laid before the Emperor^s Council, 
, where it was confirmed, and the Pragmatic Sandion, the 

Name then given to it, eftaldiihed. In 1720, this Pragma- 
tic Sandion was received and confirm,ed by the States of 
Jufiria^ and fooo after, an Application was made to us for 
oor Guarantee. We had then an Opportunity of getting the 
Affairs of Germatry fo fettled, as would have prevented any 
Diiputes ; but our prefent Minifler, who then began to have 
a greAt Influence upon all our Meafures, had, it feems, laid 
it down as a Maxim, to pieferve a dofe Conrefpon4ettGe with 
the' Court of France ; and dierefore, left we {hpuld difoblige 
that Court, we abfolntely refufed the Suit made to us by the 
Court oiViema^ or to give ourfelves any Trouble about the 
Misfortunes that might be occaiioned by the EmpcrorV 
Death. 

This« my Lords, threw the Emperor into the Arms of 
Spain^ and the Affiront foon after put by the Court of France 
upon that of SpMn^ together with our Minifter's refufing the 
iple Mediation oB«red, for adjufUng all the Differences fob- 
ftfting between Spain and the Emperor, which he refoied 
likewife for fear of difobliging France, made Spain as ready 
to fly into the Arms of the Emperor, which produced the 
' Treaty o^ Vienna between thefe two Powers in 1725. I Ihall 
fa)r nothing, my Lords, of the terrible Phantoms our Mini- 
fbcr took Ocoafion from this Treaty to frighten ns with. The 
over«-grown Power of the Houfe of A^ria^ and that vora- 
cious Creature Den Caries, that was to fwallow us all up, 
muft be remembered by every Man that has read or heard of 

I the TranfadUons of thofeTmiea. Nor fhall I trouble your 

liiordihips with Remarks upon our Counter-Treaty of Ha-^ 
mfoer, which led us into fuch a Train of Blunders, Misfor* 
tenet, and Expeiioe ; becaufe it has been often and fuificicsit- 
iy expoftd* I iha}l only obferve, that oor Conduft after 

that. 
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that^ -toT ftmt Yexts, made it impoffifele for the Court of Ai<ttoi4. de«.|& 

Fietma to make any farther Propth in the Pragmatic Sandi- '74^' 

on, or in guarding againft the Misfortunes that were like to 

eoibe upon the £inper(»r's Death. At laft, in 1731, our 

Mimftery in ordar to get out of a Snare he had led himfelf 

ioto, agreed at once to an abfolute Guarantee of the Prag* 

made SandioB, without taking the leaft Care to adjuft the 

Difeences that fubfilled between theHoufe o£ Juflria and 

Clie other Princes of .G«r»a8)^, and, I believe, without the 

Jeaft Thought how he was to make good that Guarantee; 

for even the Djach were at firft no Parties to that Treaty ^ 

though they were afterwards prevailed on to accede to it 

upon certain Conditions, by the good Condu^ of a noblii 

JLord I hare in my Eye. 

But die Dif&rence between the DsticB Condu£l and our0 
is, in this refped, yery remarkable: We jumpM into this 
Guarantee without obtaining, without, I believe, a&ing 
any one Advantage for ourfelves^ for the Reafon I have al<- 
icady alEgned. Ti^ Duuh flood aloof for very near a Twelve- 
moitth, and made nfe of diis Handle to obtain, both from 
the Emperor and us, almoft every Favour they could afic 
Hiey got us to interpofe, and to procure a Peace for them 
widi the Jtlgtrinis^ though it was very much our Intereii to 
hsre jlrevented it ; and they got us to interpofe, and get a 
Difierence then fubfifting between diem and Denmark^ ac- 
oommodated to their own Satisfai^on, though it was our 
Intereft tt> have protrafked tbat Difpute. They got the Em* 
perot* to fettle the Afiair of Eafi-Frifeland^ fo far as he eould^ 
to their Liking ; and to give them a Security for the Pay 
sient of a Sum of Money due to them onaccount of the 
Barrier in Fiandirs^ befides feveral other Advantages : An<i 
at hift they did not accede but upon Conditions, and not till 
after the Pn^^tit SanfUon had been guaranteed by the 
l>iet of the Empire. Will any one fay, that the Dutch ar« 
not as much concerned about preferving entire the PolTeffiona 
of the Houfe of Aufttia as we are i Will any one fay, w^ 
«ie not as able to fbmd upon our own Legs as the Dutch are ? 
We lad, it is true, very little to a(k from the Houfe of ^»* 
firia in fovour of ourfelves ; but we might have obtained 
feme Conceffions in favour of fome Princes, that would 
liave made the Guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanation a left 
icnetty Point than it is like to pro^e. 

The Imperial Court having thus, as I have faid, mf 
Lords, obtained the Guarantee of this Nation, they imme- 
diately applied themfelves to the Diet of Ratijban, and got 
die I^gmatic Sanation eftabliihed, and guaranteed by al'^' 
B10& the unaaimous COnfent of the Princa and States of 

the' 
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AinoT4.Geo.I]. tic Empire, even before the Dutch had acceded to tba t 
'74<> ^ Guarantee. I'hc £le£iors Palatine , Banjaria^ Saxony, 
and the little Bilhop of Freyfengen^ whom the Duke of 
Bavaria got to join with them, were the only Princes that 
proteiled againft it : Of thefe the Eiedor of Saxony has fince 
joined in the Guarantee; and the others did not proteft 
againfl it on Account of any Claim that either of them pre- 
tended to the Whole or any Part of the Dominions of the 
Houfe of Auflria^ but on Account of Hungary and thofc 
other Aufirian Dominions being included in th^ Guarantee, 
which were properly no Part of the Empire. 

From this Account your Lordfliips will fee^ thai the Eila- 
Blifhment of the Pragmatic San£lion was long delayed, even 
in the Empire itfelf, by the Blunders of our Miniiler, and 
bv his mod unaccountable Attachment to the Court of 
Trance. But this was not the fole bad Confequence of his 
Mi(conda£k : The Pragmatic Sandion was guaranteed, but 
the Di (Terences among the Princes of the Empire remained 
unadjufled^ and no Care was taken for preventing Difputes 
about the Eledlion cii an Emperor, in Cafe of the Death of 
the then Emperor, before the Empire's having choTen a King 
of the Romans, both which Points might have been fettled, 
if we had taken right Meafures for that Parpoie before 
guarantying the Pragmatic Sanation ; but as one Blunder 
generally leads a Man into a fecond, and from that to a 
third, our MiniJler. was drove headlong into this Gua- 
rantee by a Blunder he had committed in the Treaty of 
SefviUe, 

This, my Lords, is one of the chief Caufes of the prefent 
dangerous State of Affairs in Europe^ and the other Caufe is 
ftill more manifefUy owing to his Mifcondnd. Bjr his caufe- 
lefsly picking a Quarrel with the Emperor^ on Account of 
the Treaty at Vienna in 1 725, and by the Meafures he took 
after the Treaty of Hano<very he reftored and cemented an 
Union between the Courts of France and Spain^ and threw 
a Bone of Contention between the Courts of Madrid and 
Vienna f which produced the War in 1733 ^gainft the Em- 
peror J and by our Inaftivity in that War, the Emperor was 
diverted of the two Sicilies, and the whole Dukedom of La* 
rain annexed to the Crown of France^ and, which was 
wofrfc than either, not only a Diftruft, but a Sort of Refent- 
ment created in the Court of Vienna againft this Nation, 
which makes me doubtful, whether the Death of the late 
Emperor was a Lofs or an Advantage to us. But whatever 
it was to the Nation, I am convinced, it was an Advantage^ 
at leaft a temporary Advantage^ to our Minifter ; for while 
he continued in the AdminiHration of our Affairs, and the 

Emperor 
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Srapcror lived. Trance knew wc could ftxpeft no AffifUnce Anno14.Gco.Tri 

from the Court of Vienna. This left them at full Liberty , '^^ 

to join with Spain againft us ; and (hey would probably 

have done fo before this Time ; but by the Emperor's peath 

their Attention was drawn another Way, which made them 

fafpend declaring againil us. The Emperor's Death wcs, 

therefore, a temporary Advantage to our Minifter ; but if 

we do npt now play our Cards very dextroofly, which, I 

am pcrfuaded, it is not in his Power to do, this temporary 

Advantage may end in the Thraldom oi Europe » and the 

Ruin of this Nation,: 

I hope, roy Lords, I have now fhewn, that whatever 
Danger there may be in the prefent Situation of the Affairs 
of Eur^e^ it is entirely owing to the Mifconduft of the Mi- 
nifter, whofe Meafures we are now defired implicitly to ap- 
prove of J but though I muft a}low the Danger to be great, 
yet if .this Nation afts with tolerable Prudence and Vigotir, 
f do not think it^iear fo great as.it has been reprefehtedi 
and therefore *I cannot think it was right to mention the 
Emperor's Death in the Manner in which it is mentioned in 
his Majelly's Speech. We ought not, in fuch an anticipated 
Manner, to Tugged Jealouiies and Fears about the Balance 
of Power and the Liberties of Europe, The Pragmatic 
Sandlion is a Security againft all Attempts upon either, htt 
OS confider, my Lords, that the Pragmatic Sanation was but 
lately guarantyed by ^France for a very vduable Confideration; 
and that no Power in Europe will attempt any thing againft 
that Settlement without the Afliftancc of France. If tlvB 
prefent French Minifters fliould begin to a6l againil: what 
they guarantyed fo lately as in the Year 1738, it would 
render them as odious as the French Miniftry was in Le<wis 
the XlVth's Time, which at laft raifed fuch a Confederacy 
againft that Nation, as made their Grand Monarch tremble 
Bpon his Throne. Such a barefaced Breach of Faith would 
hang like a Load of Iron about their Necks-: It would draw 
the Iron of all the Powers of Europe upon them ; and there- 
fore I cannot believe they wiH attempt any fuch thing, unlefs 
they are prompted to it by a fuppofed Timidity or Perplexi- 
ty in the Couniels of this Nation. This they may perhaps, 
from our late Conduft, have fome. Ground to fuppofe ; and 
for this very Reafon, we ought to agree to the noble Duke^ji 
Motion, in order to (hew them that our future Counfels ar^ 
to flow from a very different Fountain, 
Duke of JVfwftf/?/?, 

My Lords, 
If the prefent Crifis of Affairs did not, in my Opinion, Duke of A^^ 
ireqoiTc from us fomethjng extraordinary upon this Occafion,.«'»/?fe 
'740- Mmm : ■ ► ^ Tftiouia 
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Anno 14.Geo.II. I ihould moft readUy agree to'^the nOble Duke*« Hotion, be* 
1740. ' Q2iyfe I think our Duty and AiFedion to Us Majefty ca^ot 
be more llrongly or more eniphatically exprefied^ than they 
are in hb Motion ; but as feyeral Cii-cumftan.ces of Affaiif 
abroad require from us fome particular ExpreilioDS of Du^ 
and AfFedion adapted to thole Circumilance$, ^ ^ the 
, noble Lord near me has taken care to make u^ of Expreili* 
ons in his Motion extremely proper for this Pu^-ppfe, I mnft 
be for our agreeing to the fecond Motion, though I have all 
imaginable Regard for the firil, as well as I have for the 
noble Duke that made it. ' 

The Objedions I have hitherto heard agaioiil the fecond 
Motion are all founded upon a Suppofition, wluck> I think, 
cannot be drawn from any thing e^prefied in the Motion, 
it is fuppofedy my Lords^ that the fecond Motion contains 
an implied Approbation of all our jpaft Meafurps. J h^ard 
the noble Lord make it ; I afterwards heard it read over 
at your Table ; I have fmce read it over by myfelf with 
the utmoft Attention, and I proteft I cannqt find fo much 
^ an implied Approbation of any one Meafure lately tranf- 
afled. It contains indeed an exprefs Apprpbation of fofnf 
cf his Majefty's Refolutions, which he has bce^ pleated to 
mention to us in his Speech from the Throne i but thoTe 
Kefolutions, call them his Majefty^s or call th^m ihe Mini* 
fier's, which your Lord(hi|>s will, i^re fMc)i as, I 49ic«r^i% 
po noble Lord in this Hoqfp, nor any Man in theNation;i 
that wilhes well to his Country, will dii^pprpve of. His 
JAaieHy has told us, that he is refolved to c^rry on th(^ 
War in the moil proper Places, and in the n^o|l vigorous 
and effedlual, Manner; in Anfwer to wjijch the noble Lofd 
propofes, that we fhould acknowledge his Majefty*s great 
Wifdom, apd his Adherence to the true Intereft of hif 
Kingdonis, in refolving to carry on the War in the moft 
prpper Places, and in the moft vigorous and e(Ee6tuai Man-' 
^er. We are not to thank his Majefty for having carried 
on the War in the moil proper Places, or in the moil vi* 
gorous and efFedual Manner; we are only to aclqiow* 
ledge his Wifdom in having refolved to do fo : And is bo| 
this a right Refolution ? Is diere any Man xa (he KiDgdom 
"will fay it is wrong ? ' ' ' 

By this therefore we do not approve of apy paft Mea« 
fure ; we do not approve of any thing tka( ha^ ^eei^ done | 
yve only approve of-^^hat his ^fajclly refolves to do, 
&nd this every one of your Lordihip^ rn^d approve of, 
whether you exprefs it m your Addrefs or iM>- It is ^e 
fame with regard to the other Refolutk>n, aa^ the only other 
Kefolution referred to by an^ thing propofed in the feeoii4 
Motion. Hi$ Majefty in hu Speech has cold us,, that if 

any 
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ttydAwPoww (h^oM intcrpofe, zttd attcttii^t to prescribe Ann0T4.Ge0.Tr. 

or thnlt the Operations of his Arms, he is refolved not to 1740. 

be dhretttid or deterred by that o^ amy other Incident, front 

tbofe jiif^ dt vigorous Meafttfes which he is purfuing, for 

maintamini^ th^ Hohoor of his Crown^ and the undoubted 

Rigfits of hiSF Peolple ; and in AniWer to this, it is propofed 

fy tte iee^id Motion, that we fhbuld acknowledge his Majef- 

V/'s ^^d6m', skid his Adherence to the true Incereil of his' 

itingdiiunsy in not fufCbring hiniielf to be diverted of deterred' 

from carrying on the War in the moft proper Places, and 

ih tkedi^ vigordos and efibdoal Manner. Is thSs fo much' 

as aji imjdied Approbation of any late Meafure, or of any 

thing that has been done ? Is it any more than an Approba-^ 

tion of hU iSlaJ^'s Refolttticm no^ to fufl^er himfelf to be 

diverted or detert^ed ? And is not this a Refolutioil that ever/ 

Wdi-wK^ to ^is Kinjgdom muft approve off 

The other Ports of his Lordlhip^s Motion contaifi nothing 
^ Affiti^cesv flffid^^ I thitik^ v^ry proper and very necef- 
firy AflfiiHanees^ of our concurring With arid fupportirig his 
Majefty in^ ^ropet Meafures, fbr vindicating and defend- 
ing his^Ms^efty^s Dignity and Honour againft anylnfults^ 
^r fruftmtixigi aiiy'D^^s formed againil us^ and for niain« 
taimng'tiie Etib^ce and the liberties of Europe. Therefore^ 
aiy Lords; the- lacis Conduct of our Miiiifters/ of if your 
liordihipk f^^i the Minifter, has ilothing to do in this 
Bebate-, nor is it abfolutdy necefiaiy to anfwer any of thb 
ObjefiiofiS'that> have been made to it; bat as I think tAf 
Tdf peHcxfaQycMc^med, I hoj^your Lordfhips will forgive 
i^f if -I' cndbtrcktt'to^trindicate fbfhe of thofe Meafutes that 
hftve been f<»(iiid fault with^ efpecially as I am refolved, in 
doing ib, to take up as little of your Lordihip*s Time aA 
poffible: The ttoblef Lord that fpoke laft^ whofe Know* 
kdgejnpdlkital^airsis very extenflve, and whofe Judg^ 
ment J fhaJl adtVayd have a greaf Regard for, has been plea'- 
fed to inform us tkz Fad which, I oonfefs, I was before an ut^ 
ter Stnmger to; As I do not pretend to any great Knowledge 
of thofe Affairs in which I have . had no Concern, I (hall 
ieadily own, that-I knew nothing, of any Application's bar- 
lag been mkde to us by the Court of Fsenna, for our 
Guarantee of the Pragmatic Sandion, fo early as foon after 
the Year 1720. But if fuch- an Aj^lication was made, and 
we at that Tinie refufed the Requeft, I cannot think it 
was for the Reafon the noUe Lord has been pleafed to 
affign : There might be feveral othef Reaibns, and even the 
nobleLord'bimfelf has been pleafed to hint fomething of 
what was, I believe, the true Rcafbn. At that Time there 
were fevtral- Dififerenccs fubfifting between the Court of 
i74t), Mmm 2 yiinnM 
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Aiinoi4.Geo.II. Henna zxid (ome of the other Powersr of jE/m)^/, particular' 
1740. \y Spain. We perhaps thought the Court of Vienna a Iktle 
intra^lable, as has often been the Cafe, and that there* 
fore it was proper fer us to delay yielding to their Requeft^ 
till we ihould get them to make fuch Conceilions as might 
enagag^ other Powers, particalarly Spain^ to join with us in 
that Guarantee. If this was the Reafon rfor our refufing 
our Guarantee at that Time, it was a very pri|dent Reafon, 
even according to the noble Lord's Method of arguing; and 
it is more probable, that this was our Reafon, than that any 
unaccountable Attachment to the Court of frastct could bo 
the Caufe of our delaying at that Time to guaranty the 
Pragmatic Sandion. 

However, my Lords, it is very probable the Court* of 
Vienna conceived a Refentment againft us upon that Account^ 
which Refentment was foon after very much heightened by 
the Difpute about the Oftend Company ; and as ^fain had 
likewife a Refentment againft us, on Account of our re-* 
fufmg to deliver up Gibraltar , which, they iaid, the late 
King had promifed, this joint Refentment threw thefe two' 
Courts into the Arn\s of one another, and made them join 
in thofe unjuit and dangerous Engagements,- which tkey 
entered into by the iecret Articles of the Treaty concluded 
at Vienna \ii 1725^. Thefe Engagements, my Lords, made 
it neceilary ioi us to concert and conclude the Treaty of 
HattQtver ; and when by that Tireaty, and the wife and 
vigorous Meafures we took in Purfuance of it, both the 
Emperor and Spain faw it was not in their Power to hurt 
us, or to fupport the OftendTrvdt in Defiance of us, or, in 
ihort, to carry any of their Projedb againft us into Execu- 
tion, the Court of Vienna found it neceilary to reconcile 
themfelves to us by facrificing their Q/^WCompai^, and 
the Court of Spftin by givij;)g up the Pretfeniions they made to 
Gibraltar, We had then an Opportunity to reconcile our- 
felves with both thefe Courts, which it is always our In- 
tereil to do s^s foon as we can upon reafonable and honour* 
able Terms ; and to reconcile them with one another, which 
it is the Intereft of Europe as well as ours to have done^ 
provided that Reconciliation be founded upon a Defign to 
preferve, and not to diilurb the Tranquillity of Europe. Thi» 
we did by getting the Emperor to confent to the Introda£lioa 
of Spanijh Troops into Italy ^ and by getting Spain to join 
with us in the Guarantee of the Pragmatic San&ion, both 
which we ■ accompliihcd in the Year 1731. 

Thus, my Lords,, it appears^ that our Delay in guaranty.r 

i.ig the Pragmatic Sandion, was not owing, to any Mifcon«- 

dud in our MiiUite% but to the Mifcondu^of (He Court of 

z Vitma^ 
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yiemiaf in fetting tip an Eaji- India Company at Oflendy cott-Anno 14.Geo.it. 
tnuy to the Title by which they held the Netherlands y and 1740. 
in entering into fach Engagements with Spainy as could not 
bat raife the Indignation, as well as Refentment of this 
Nation. The Haughtinefs and Obilinacy of that Court are 
well known : It required a long Time as well as vigorous 
Me^tfures to pi^evail with them to make proper and juft 
Gmceffions to us, to the Dutch, and to the Spaniards, As 
foon as we found them willing to do this, we guarantyed 
the Pragmatic Sanation : The Court of Spain very foon afier 
did the iame>; and if the Dutch did not immediately come ' 
into that Guarantee, it was owing to their Form of Govern- 
ment, which made it necelTary for us to lead the Way, iii 
order to fumi(h an Argumrat to that Party amongft them 
that were for the jGuarantee, for prevailing with thofe that 
were againfi it. 

£ut, £ippo{e, my Lords, the Dutch had abfolutely re^ 
fttfed to goanmty the Pragmatic Sanation ; fuppofe they 
did not or would not fee their real Intereft, was that a Rea^ 
fon for us to negle^i ours? Suppofe they lie by, or perhaps 
affift in overturning the Liberties of Europe, would that be a 
Reaibn for us to do the fame ? We were therefore in the 
Right to agjree to that Guarantee, as foon as we ^ found cher 
Court of Vienna ready to da what was proper &r that Pur* 
pofe ; and if any Difputes remained among the Princes of the 
£mpire, if no Method was fettled for preventing Difputes a- 
bout the Eledion of an Emperor, it was owing to the Na^ 
tare of Things, and not to any MifconduA in us -y for if the 
Guarantee had been delayed, till all thefe Matters fhould 
be fettled^ I am convinced, it would never have been 
agreed to. Thefe Difputes might have remained^ but the 
Pragmatic Sandtton's being guarantyed by the Empire, by 
Mufionty, by Spain, sJid by Great Britain, if all the Par- 
tics had been fincere, and the Court of Vienna fatisfied with 
the Security they had obtained, would have prevented any 
Power in Europe from daring to diflurb the Tranquillity 
thereof, on Account of any of thofe Difputes. But the In- 
finceiiity of Spain, which foon afterwards appeared, could 
neither be forefeen nor provided againil ; nor could it be 
imagined, that the Court of Vienna would enter into a Con- 
cert with Mufcd'vy for over- awing the Elediion, and forcing 
a King upon the Republic of Poland, 

This, my Lords, leads me of eourfe to coniider our Con- 
du£l when the War broke out between trance and the Em- 
pexor. It is very certain, that War was occafioned by 
vthe Condu<Sl of the- Court of Vienna with regard to rthe 
hSSaas oi Pol4iad4^ andwe are here to conftder> that the (p^ly 

Attacl|Ment 


Mahei^GtoAh Attachflieiit w6 have to the Court of f^iejtna is oh accoiait 
1740^ of preferring the Balance of Power in Ewof». We are 
on diis Accoont to fhew odrfelves Friends to the Houfe of 
jftifiria, as long as they do not attempt to overturn that 
Bdanee ; but we arc; not to b« the Sia'rfti Of that Hode, 
and to fight their Battles whenever they Jiave a Mkid, of 
^g^gc in every Quarrel they may draw upon themfelves. 
Tl^ Prefervation of the Stance of Power and Liberties of 
Europe, does not fo much depend upon preferving entire the 
Dominions of the Houfe of Aufltta, as in taldng Qxst that 
none of thofe Dominions fhall devolve to any Potentate ht 
Europe, whofe Power by that Acceflion may become dan- 
gsrous to the public Liberty. The Emperor had drawif 
that War upon himfelf, and therefore we were not obliged 
by any Treaty or Alliance to affift htm. We ^^ere only 
to take Care that neither France nor Spatn fhould, by the 
Event of that War, get fuch an Acceflion of Power as 
might endanger the ^ance of Power in Europe, This was 
the Maxim the Dutch went upon as well as we i and it 
was a right Maxim. But fappofe it had been otherwife, 
it would have been very' dangerous foi* us, and of the 
moft pernicious Confequence to our Trade, to have engaged 
in that War, whilft the Dutch remained at Peace, and 
confequently in an uninterrupted Enjoyment of Trade and 
Commerce. It was therefore our Bafinefs to delay engaging 
till the Dutch fband it neceflary to engage as well as we : 
This they would have done, if France and her Allies had 
pufhed their Succefs too far : For preventing this, it wa& 
Heceffiuy for us to make Preparations, and in this the Dutch 
kept equal Peace with us, fo &r as the Forms of their Re- 
public would admit. 

I hope, my Lords, I have now made it appear that the 

Csfent State of Affairs in Europe, however dangerous it may 
, is not owing to any Mifcondud in our Minifters. It is 
entirely owing to the late Emperor's not having had a Son, 
to the Difunion among the Electors about chuiing a Succeflbr 
to the Imperial Dienity, and to the Emperor's dying befbre 
this Difunion conld lie removed : Thefe m\A all be altoWed to 
be Accidents, becaufe every one of them might have hap^ 
pened otherwife ; and to thefe Accidents the preient un- 
lettled State of AfFairs in Europe is folely to be attiributed. 
Then as to our Condu£^ in our late Negotiations with Spain', 
evety one knows it was fuch as was recommended by the 
Parliament itfdf 1 for the Parliament always advifed his Ma- 
jeibf to try what could be done by peaceable Means, before 
having recourie to warlike $ and if the Negotiations werO 
dra^^n out to a great Length, it was owing to the ta^er Re- 
gard 
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jfirl liis Mijft% luMi for the Trade of his Sabjeas, aod die Anno j4.0M.tt. 

Advioe of bis PArlianNest, wiiich made him refoiye not to have ' 1740. 

Kooorfe to Arms, tiU he was aliTokitel^ certain that noodier 1 

liedisd would prevail. Not only the Method of Negotia. 

tioQ was recommended by Parliament, but every material 

Step of that Nc^ociation has been approved by Parliament, 

timSoic I am ii^prized to hear it lipw* foand fault wtth. 

AaixsJ» our Condud fince the War began, I am con- 

viacei no Fault will be found with it by thofe who ooofider 

a^ Ckcamftam:^ we were in When the War broke out. 

Our not ieading a Land-Force to the W$ft-hdies fooner than 

we have done, was entirely owing to the few Troops and the 

iew Seamen ye had in the Nation, when it became neceflar^ 

for US to begin Hoftilities ; and to onr being obli^ to 

provide for our l>riience at Home, and for the Security dT 

our valoable Pofieffiops in the Mediterraneam. 

I am far from foying, my Lords, that 30,000 legular 
Troops in Brttain and Jrelofui are necef&ry for fuppdrting 
the Government againft the Difaflfed^, or for preventing 
our ^refent happy EftabUfliment's being overturned l^ t 
bdduk Invafion with a fmall Number of Troops. ' The Peo|- 
pie arefo generally weU-afleded to his Majefty, and to 
onr piefent happy ^ftabliflunent, that, in all human Pro- 
bability, we fbimli at the long run be able to defeat any 
Infum^ion ths^t could be made by the Difafledied, or any 
lavafion that could be fuddenly made for aMihe them, even 
tho' we had not one reguhr Regiment in the Kingdom. 
But, my Lords, we are to think of and provide for the Quiet 
of the People, as well as for the Support of the Government 1 
and there&e we are to confider how to prevent, as well as 
how to defeat any Infurredion or Invafion. For defeating 
an Infurre£kion or Invafion, after a long Struggle and a great 
dealof Mifckief done to the Countrv, it may not perhaps 
he neoef&ry to keep near the Number of 30,000 r^lar 
Troops in Gtftai Britain and Ireiandi but for taking awa^r 
from our Enenuei at Home all Hopes of Sncceis, and there- 
by preventing an Infurie^on ; and for taking away fron| 
oar £nemies .^irQBd all Hopes of being able to do us any 
aotable Mifchic^ and thereby preventing an Invafion, I wi)) 
fay, that 30,000 regular Troops is^ the leaft Number we 
ou^t to keep up in Britain and Inland^ even in Time of 
Beaoe, and by mnoh too fnudl a Number in Time of War % 
and therefore I will fay, that we could not in Prudence 
^e to fend an Land-Forces to the 1Vgft*btdiiSj till after 
we had ooafidBmoly augmented our Army at Home; becaofe, 
Ibo* it WQoU not have ^(xpofed our Government to ^ Dan- 
ger of bem|f ovotomed, it would have expofod ns to the 
' - ' Danger 
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/i]»»T4Geo.Ii. Banger of having oar domeflic Tranquilli^ int^mqrte j[ hj 
1740. an Inforredion or Invalion ; and I am iure, the beft Way 
for enabling oorfeives to profecute the War Abroad with 
Vigour; is to prefenre the Tranquillity at Home with 
Care. 

But fuppof^fr, my Lords, we could have fpared (ome of 
our Land«Forces, we could not get Seamen enough at iirft 
•for fitting out all the Squadrons we had occafion for, an4 
for providing a fufficient Number of Tranfport-Ships. Wc 
liad been for a long Time in profound Peace, for which, I 
<hink, we ought to thank our Minifters, though feverai 
Lords feem now to be of a contrary Opinion. We had 
feldom, for many Years, had occafion to fit 4>at any great 
Number of Men of War ; by which our national Stock of 
Seamen come by Degrees to be reduced to a Number 
fcarcely fufficient for carrying on our Trade, and for Maa« 
ning the Number of Ships of War we ufually keep in Com- 
Hiiffion in Time of Peace. At the Beginning of this War 
we were obb'ged to keep one very ftrong Squadron upon 
our own Coalis, efpecially as Spain was adually preparing 
to invade us, and as we were not very fure what another 
Power naight do, if weliad laid ourfelves open to an Inva- 
iion : We were obliged to employ a great many Ships of 
War for convoying and protoflimg otir Trade 5 and wc 
^ere obliged to keep a ilrong Squadron in the Medtterra" 
peaH for proteding Gibraltar and Minorca, efpecially the 
latter, which was adlually^ threatened with an Attack. 
Thefe Preparaxions^ which were indiipenfable for our own 
Defence, made it impoflible for us to provide, at the very 
Beginning of the War, fuch a powerful Squadron, and fach 
a Number of Tranfports, as were necefTary for makin^g a 
.vigorous Attack upon the Enemy in the Wefl'Indiis. This 
.was at the very Beginning of the War refofv'd on ; Prepa- 
rations were made for it with the utmoft Expedition ; and 
if the Fleet had met with a -fair Wind as foon as it was 
ready, we might perhaps, before now, have heard feme 
joyful Accounts of its Succcis. 

I have now, I think, my Lords, aniwered all the Ob- 
jedions that have been made to our Conduft, or to the 
Motion which the noble Lprd was pleafed to propofe ; and 
ihall conclude with giving my Reafons fi>r preferring his 
Motion to that made by the noble Duke. 

My Lords, I am far from finding fault with aiiy of the 
Exprefiions contained in the noble Duke's Motion , and I be- 
lieve, if they are underftood in the Senfe he meant them, 
no Objection can be made to any one of them. How- 
ever, I mud obferve, jdiat there are fome Words in whaf 

hfi 
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he has ptopoTedi whiclij I think, in Prudence ought to bcAnno T4..Geo.Il; 

left out, becaufe they may be mifunderftood ; and if they 1740; 

fiiould, it would of courfe occafion a Breach between the 

twoHoufcs, which, in the prefent CdnjuAfturei would be of 

tk moft fatal Confequence. When I fay this^ I am per- 

fiuded crery one of your Lordfliips fuppdfes, that I mean 

tfie Words, "To which all other Councils are fubordinate 

and accountable." This Expreffion is fo general, that I am 

afraid it may be mifunderftood by the other Houfe. I am 

convinced the noble Duke does not mean any fuch thing, 

but I am afraid^ fhould we make ufe. of fuch an Expref- 

iion m our Ad(frefs, the other Houfe would fuppofe, we 

thereby meant to aiTert fome fort of Jurifdidion over 

them, which woiifd of cobrfe make them iniift upon an 

Explanation ; and the two Houfes might very probably 

difagree about the Terms of this Explanation. 

Therefore, my Lords, if we were to agree to this Mo- 
tion, I think an Amendment ought to be made, by leaving 
out diefe Wdrds^ before we agree to it ; but I think the 
Whole, as v/ell as this particular Expreffion, is too general. 
I ftiall admit thiat the noble Duke, fo far as he goes, has 
cxpreffed himfelf, as he always does, in the ftrongeft and 
cleaTei! Terms 3 and for this Reafonj I hope; your Lordfhips 
will avoid puttmg a Negative upon the Motion: But the 
preferit Conjunfturc of Affairs, both foreign and domeftic,' 
is fo critical, that we ought not to content ourfelves with 
general Exprefliotis of Duty and Affection to our Sovereign, 
however ftrong, however clear thofe ^preffions may be. 
His Majefty has in his Speech repeated to us his Refolution to 
profecute the War in the moft proper Places, and in the moft 
vigort)us and efFeftual Manner : This is a right Refolutiori, 
and our approving of it in a particular Manner, will have; 
great Weight with our declared Enemies, in making them 
refolve to fubmit betimes to reafonable Terms. His Majef- 
ty has in his Spe6ch infinuated fome 'Danger of another 
PowcrS attemptmg to limit the Operations of War -againft 
our declared Enemies, but thsct he is refolded not to be di- 
verted or deterred firom thofe juft and vigorous Meafures he is. 
purfuing : This is a right Refolution, and OUr approving of 
it in a particular Manner will certainly be of great Advan- 
tage to the Nation ; it may alter the Refolutions of our fe- 
rret Enemies ; when they fee that both the Ring and Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain are refolved not to be diverted or de- 
terred from profecuting the War in the moft proper manner 
tor bringing it to a fpeedy and happy Iffue, it may preveiit 
their daring to attempt what they are at prefent perhaps re- 
vived to attem|)t ;^ and our dtsclared Enemies being thus retV-; 
1740. Nnn • <iereA 


I 


( 446 ) 

Aisnou.Cco.ll. ^*'*^ dcftitutc of all Hopes of Succour from Our fccret Ene- 

"^1740. ' * micsj they will immediately think of avoidmg the Storm 

l_,ii I ^- II /iihirh, they will then fee, can be avoided no other Way, 

but by a fpeedy Submifiion to what they themfelves muft con- 

fefs to be reafonable. 

Thus, my Lords, with regard to our own Afiairs, it will 
be of great Advantage to the Nation, and therefore I think 
it abfolutely neccflary for us to give his Majefty upon this 
Occalion, in a particular manner, our Thanks for the vigo- 
rous Reiblutions he has taken, and the flrongeft and mod 
particular Affuraftces, that we will ftand by and fupport him 
in thofe Refolutions. And with regard to the A^irs of Eu- 
rope^ can we at fuch a critical Conjundure omit to afTure his 
Majefly, that we will ftand by and fupport him, in adhering 
to the Engagements he is under, for maintaining the Balance 
and Liberties of Europe y on the Event of the late Emperor's 
Death ? We know, my Lords, what a brittle Thing a Treaty 
is, let it be never fo folemn. .The Pragmatic Sanation is, 
■ it is true, guarantyed ; but to thofe that are willing, the 
Eledlion of an Emperor may probably fumifh a Loop-hole 
. for getting out of that Guarantee; and our neglecting upon 
this Occafion to return a proper Anfwer upon this SubjeA, 
would fhew fuch a Lukewarmnefs in the Parliament of Qnat 
Britain^ with regard to the Balance and Liberties of £v;0/^ 
as might very much encourage thofe who are rlready too 
willing to encroach upon both. For thefe Reafons, my 
Lords, I think we ought to take Care, in our Addrefs upon 
this Occafion, to return a proper and a particular Anfwer 
upon each of thefe Heads ; and as the noble Lord, in the 
Motion he has been pleafed to make, has expreiTed himfelf 
in the handfomefl manner upon each of thefe Heads, I xsx&, 
give it the Preference to that made by the noble Duke ; bat 
as the latter, fb far as it goes» is fb genteely, and at the 
fame Time fo warmly expreiTed, I would not have a Nega- 
tive put upon it; and therefore, in order to come at the 
fecond Motion, I fhall take the Liberty to move your Lord- 
ihips for the previous QueiUon with regard to the firft. 
Earl of Chefterfield. 
My Lords, 
Tarl otlCbtfter^ As I never did, as I hope I never (hall defirc to fcrcen 
/*''• myfelf, or any of my Friends behind the Throne, I fhall al- 

ways be cautious of bringing his Majefty's Name into any 
Debate in this Houfe ; but upon this Occafion I muft be 
more cautious than ufual, becaufe in this Debate it is impof- 
fible to argue with that Freedom which becomes a Member 
of this Houfe, without taking fuch Liberties with our paft 
Meafures, and what are (aid to be our prefent Refolutions, 
1 - as 
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as would ill Tait with the Nanie of Majcfty: Therefore, Aniioi4.Geo. II. 
when I talk of Meafuies or Relblutions, I (hall do what 1740. 
every Lord in this Houfe ought ; I ihall fubfHtute the Name 
Miclfter inftead of Majeily, and I hope your Lordfhips will 
do me the Juftice to fuppofe, that whatever J may fay, how- 
ever I may exprefs myfelf, it is far from my Heart to in- 
tend die leaft Refledion upon my Sovereign. 

Ifhalllikewife, my Lords, be at all Times extremely cau- 
tious of giving Praife, either to the Meafures or the Refolu- 
tioos of Minifters ; becaufe their Meafures are often wrapt 
up in fach Clouds, that I cannot clearly difcern them, and 
their iecretRefolations are too often contrary to their open 
Profeffions. But when I fee Minifters begging hard for a 
little Incenfe, and endeavouring to have a Motion rejed^ed, 
widi which even they themfelves can find no Fault, in order 
to make Room for Encomiums which they themi^lves have 
prepared, I ihall always then be for denying their Requefl, till 
I have examined into their Merit. Latet unguis in berba^ I ihall 
then think a moft reafonable and neceiOTary Sufpicion, and 
therefore I (hall be for turning over, and fearching narrow- 
ly into the Weeds under which the Serpent may lie con- 
cealed, before I fct a Foot in any of thofe S(ep^ which they 
defiremetotread. 

As the Miniiler'*s Refolutions are chiefly the Subjedl of this 
Debate, it is proper I fhould begin with them ; and here, 
my Ii}n]s, I muft obferve, that it is very unufdal, if not 
unprecedented, for this Houfe to'thank or applaud any Mi- 
nifler for his Hefolutions. I have heard of Minifters, Ge- 
oerais, and even private Men getting the Thanks and Ap- 
plaofes of this Houfe for important Services rendered to 
their Country ; but I do not remember to have ever heard 
of any Man*& getting the Thanks of either Houfe of Parlia- 
ment for a Refolution, he faid, he had taken. Therefore, 
fo &" as I remember, what is now defired of us mud be al- 
lowed to be without Precedent ; but this I fhould have no 
great Concern about, if I thought it would likewife be 
without Confequence. The neceSary Conf<^uence of our 
acknowledging the Wifdom of any Refolution will be this ; 
The World will from thence fuppofe, that we were fully con- 
vinced of the Minifter^s having taken f uch a Refolution ; and 
if it fhould afterwards appear from his Condud, that he 
^ never taken any fuch Refolution, what will the World 
think of our Penetration and Integrity \ They muft condemn 
either One or t*other ; they will, probably, condemn both ; 
aad of what fatal Confequence this may be to that Charac- 
ter whic]]i we ought to preferve both at ]^0|ne and abroad^ T 
fl)9tt leave your Lordfhips to judge. 

i74o« Nnna After 
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A|uio 14JSeo.II. After what is premifedy I ihall beg Leave, mv Lords, to 
1740* examine the Refolations which the Minifter tells us he has 
taken. He fays, he has refolved to proftcute the War in the 
moil proper Places, and in the moft vigorous and e£fe£hial 
manner. My Lords, he told us the fame thing at the Clofe 
of laii Seffion : Can any one fay, that it has iince been pro- 
fecuted in any Place, or in any Manner ? We muft therefore 
conclude, either that the Refolution was not -then taken, or 
that it has fince been altered ; and is this a Reafon for oar be- 
lieving that it is now taken, and that it wiU be purfued, oidy 
becaufe he fays fo ? A formidable Squadron with a Fleet of 
Tranfports has now failed, very lately, my Lords ; bat it is 
not the £rfl Time he has (ent out formidable Squadrons to do 
nothinc;. As the fame Minifter formerly fent out a Squadron 
to periuade the Spitniards to give up their Ships, this Squa- 
dron may perhaps be fent out to perfuade the Spaniards to 
give up their Settlements, and their Perfuaiions will, I am 
convinced, have as little Efied. I therefore wifh your Lord- 
fliips would fufpend your Acknowledgments, till you are 
fonvinced of the Refolution*s being taken, by its Efiects. I 
am fure, from the Miniiler*s paft Conduct, your Lordfhips 
have no Reafon to believe, that he will ever profecute any 
War, or any foreign Meafure in which there is the leaft Diffi- 
culty, with Vigoii? and Effect. After the Treaty of Hanover 9 
\it profecuted a War againft the Spaniards, or at leafi he allowed 
them to profecute a War againft this Nation, , for above 
two Years : Did he on his Part profecute it with Vigour or 
Effect \ He has been negotiating with the Spaniards ever iince 
the Treaty of Seville^ about obtaining Satisfaction fpr paft 
Injuries, and Security againll future : They indeed, during 
moft of that Time, profecuted their Depredations with Vigour 
and Ef&ct ; bat can it now be faid, that he negotiated with Vi- 
gour or Effect ? He has now been profecuting openHoftilides 
againfl Spain for near feventeen Months : Has he yet done 
any Thing ? Has he attempted any Thing that, had it proved 
fuccefsful, would have compelled that haughty and obflinate 
Nation to fubmit to equitable Terms ? Does not the World 
know, does not the World fland amazed, that we have not 
as yet done any Thing ? Does it not ieem as if fome malign 
Planet hung over our Counfels, and retarded or diiappointed 
every vigorous Refolution ? And fhali we upon an Ipfe Dixit 
acknowledge the Wifdom of fuch a Minifter, in refolving to 
profecute the War in the nioft proper Places, and in themoft 
yigorous and efie^ual manner? 

Another Refolution, my Lords, which we are to acknow- 
ledge the Wiidom, and thereby confefs the Truth of, is, that 

^ our 
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odt Mmiiler has served not to be diverted or deterred fit)in Anno 14.fleo.ir* 
the juft and vigorous Meafores iie has reiblved to purfue, by ^ 174^^ 
the Attempts of any Power whatibever to limit, or prefcribe ' 
Bounds to our warlike Qperatipns. Here, my Lords, are 
two Fa£b which we are to affirm the Truth of, without the 
kail Ground but the Minifler's Ipje Dixit, We are to affirm^ 
ih^x fame foreign Power threatens, or Teems inclined to at-* 
tempt to limit the Operations of the War on our Side ; and 
we are to affirm, that our Minifter has refolved not to be 
diverted or deterred by thoTe Threats or Appearances^ 
Tkefe are two Fads which we are to affirm th^ 1 ruth of, at 
i leaft the whole World will conclude, that we believe them to 
be xmi^ if we fliould agree to what the noble Lord has pro- 
pofed ; and I wiih the noble Lord that made the Motion, or 
any o^er Lord, would fhew me, what parliamentary Au* 
thority we have for believing either. 

Oar Gazettes, I know, my Lords, have told us, that the 
French have fent two Squadrons to the Weft-Indies ; and from 
the Nature of Things we may fappofe, that they will en-^ 
deavoor to limit our warlike Operations againft ^^^7/», be- 
caafe it is their Intereft to do To, if they £nd they can do it 
without expo^g tKemfelves to great Danger. But is a com* 
moD News-Paper an Authority upon which we can found any 
Reflation ? My Lox;ds, as Members of this Houfe, we do 
not know that they have fent a Ship to the Weft-Indies^ nor 
do we know that they have ever made the leaft In£ha- 
ation of their being refolved to interpofe in the War between 
OS and Bfain i and, ( am fure, it is no Compliment to our 
Mmifter to imagine that they will dare to interpofe, becaufe 
we muft grant that he has negotiated to very little Purpoie, 
tf the french have any Ground to think that they may fup- 
port ^fain in fuch an unjuil Wa|^ againft this Nation, with- 
out expofing themfelves to any great Danger. We have 
therefore nO parliamentary Authority for believing that the 
frtnth will attempt to limit our Operations of War againJft 
S/joi«, nor have we any Authority from the Nature of Things, 
without fuppofing that the Miniver deferves to be cenfur^^ 
inftead of having his Wifdoni acknowledged * 

Bat fuppole, my Lords, we had a parliamentary Autho- 
rity for believing, that the French have fent their Squa- 
drons to the Weft' Indies, and that they have fent them thi- 
ther with a Defign to lijnit our Operations againil Spain^ as 
they have not yet openly and publicly declared their Defign, 
I think, it would be wrong in us to take Notice of it in our 
Addrefa: I think it was wrong to put any Words relating to 
H'mto his Majefly^s Speech, li is a fort of Boafting, which 

is never right either m public or puvate Lifip. Let us do, 

jny 
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Aflaoi40eoJl.tny Lords, and not boaH of what we fliall do. Ltt as 
J740. ^ fhewy by our A£lions and not by our Words, that we arc 
not to be diverted or deterred from doing whatever we 
think proper for maintaining the Honour of the Crown, and 
the undoubted Rights of the People. In all Cafes of Dan- 
ger, it 18 a Rule not to believe a Fellow that boafts of 
what he will do ; and if we apply this Rule to the preient 
Cafe, we ought from thence to conclude, that our Miniiler 
is not refolved not to be diverted or deterred by the Court 
of France from pufliing the War againft Spain in the moft 
proper Places, and in the mofl vigorous and effedlual Man- 
ner. 

This, I fay, my Lords, we ought to conclude, if we had 
no other Reafon befides his boafting Manner of declaring his 
Refolution ; but if we coniider his paft Conduct, efpecially 
hb Condu£l iince the Beginning of the prefent War, we 
have many additional Rea^ns for concluding, that he nei- 
ther has taken, nor is capable of taking any fuch Refolu- 
tion. When we coniider his paft Condud, we muft, I think, 
conclude, not only that he has been diverted and deterred by 
the Court of France from doing what he ought to have done, 
but alfo that he has been influenced and led by that Court, 
to do many Things which he ought not to have done; 
and therefore, before we believe, or give Caufe to others to 
think we believe, that he is now refolved not to be divert- 
ed or deterred by the Menaces or Attempts of France^ we 
ought to ftay till we are convinced of it by what he does, 
and not by what he fays. In all his paft Meafures he has 
never faid that he was, he has often afRrmed that he was 
not diverted or influenced by the Court ofFrance^ tho* from 
his Adlions it has plainly appeared ; and that it may Hill 
more evidently appear, I hppe your Lord(hips will give me 
Leave to make a few Obfervations upon what the noble 
Duke has been pleafed to fay in Excufe for our Miniiler*s 
Condud, in which the noble Duke may, perhaps, think 
himfelf perfbnally concerned, but if he does, I believe I 
laay affare him, that he thinks worfe of himfelf thaa any 
Man in the Kingdom does. < 

' The noble Duke was pleafed to fay, that if we refufed 
to guaranty the Pragmatic Sandion when it was deiired of 
us loon after the Year 1720, the Reafon was, becaufe there 
were then fome Differences fubfiiUng between the Emperor 
and Spain. If this, my Lords, was our Reafon for refufing 
the Guarantee at that Time, was it not a ftrong Reafon for 
our accepting of the fole Mediation foon after offered to us, 
for removing thofe Differences? ft certainly was ; but our 
M inifter was deterred by the Court of Fr4^cf fro;n accept- 
ing 
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Ittg of that Mediation^ as well as he was from agreeing to Ajm0r4.Ge0.lt> 

the Gaarantee, tho' it was very much the Ibtereft of his i740> ^ \ 

Country to have accepted of the one> and agreed to the 

other. 

With regard, my Lords, to the fecret Engagements faid 
to have been entered into by the G)urts of Madrid and Ft- 
ma in the Year 1725, they were fo pofitively and (b pub- 
licly denied by the Emperor and Sfain^ as well as by a great 
Party in this Kingdom, that if our Minifters could have pro- 
dacedany poiitive Proofs of fuch Engagements having been 
entered into, I am fure, they would for their own Vindica-* 
tion have pabliihed them ; and even fuppofe the Fa£l had 
been true, fuch Engagements might have raifed our Indig* 
nan'oD, bat ought not to have . raifed our Refentment. W« 
ought to have defpifed them, becaufe they were fuch as it 
was impoifible for the contrading Parties to execute. But I 
am fully convinced, and all the World now believes, there 
never were any fuch Engagements. The Cafe was quite 
otherwife. We were invited to accede to that Treaty, and 
it was very much our Intereft to do fo, in order to reftore 
the antient Alliance between this Nation, Sfaix^ and the 
Emperor. This was diametrically oppo£te to the Interefk 
of the Court of France, therefore they refolved to prevent 
it ; and our MiniHer being then, as he has been ever frnce, 
very much under the Influence of the Court of France, the 
Story of thefe fecret Engagements was cook'd up by that 
Court, perhaps in Concert with ourMinifter, in order to 
prevail with his late Majefty to come into their Meafures ; 
and by the fame Sort of Influence this Nation was after- 
wards made the Cat^s Paw for breaking off all Correfpon- 
dence between the Courts of Madrid and Vienna, for efta- 
bliihing a lafting Caufe of Quarrel between them, and for 
reiloring and confirming a firm Union between the Coarts of 
France and Spain, 

As to the Q^M// Company, my Lords, it was an AfBuc 

with which we had very little to do, any other Way than aa 

it miglit breed a Quarrel between the Emperor and the Statet 

General : In this Light, indeed, it was our Bnfinels to pre« 

vent, if poffible, the fetting up of any fuch Companv ; and 

if we had ftrenuoufly oppofed, and peremptorily dedared 

againft the fettmg up of any fuch Company, we might have 

j prevented the granting of their .Charter ; but after the Char* 

ter was granted, I am fure it was not the Sufinefs of this 

Nation to be more forward and more zealous than the Dutch 

. in taking Meafures againft it. I doubt much if the Duieb^ 

I notwithftaiiding the Influence their Eaft'IndiaCompzay have 

upon their public A&un, would on that Account have come 
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Anib 14. Geo II* to an open Rnptnre with the Emperor ; htamft their Cism-* 
1740* pany, by leflening their Profits for a few Years, might havtf 
ruined the O^enJ Company, without engaging their Go- 
vernment in the Difpute. But as the Ofien/i Company would 
have interfered very much with the FrencB India 'Tr2ide, then 
in its Infancy, and as our Minifter was under the Influence 
of the Court of France^ he was prevailed on to reprefent the 
Oflend Company, as an Affair of the utmofl Confequence to 
this Nation^.and to make it a QotddtAon Jthe qua non in the 
Continuatic^ or Renewal of our Friendihip with the Em- 
peror. 

There wais therefiire no oiie Rdafbn in the World, befides 
the Influence of the Court of France^ that could induce tfiis 
Nation to conclude the Treaty of Ha/tv^veri and much lefs 
#as there a Reafon for oar taking thofe Meafures afilerwards 
tirhich put this Nation to fo great Expence, run it intd fuch 
a Labyrinth of Negotiations, Created an open Rdpture be- 
tween us and Spain^ and had like to have led us into a War, 
in Conjun^on with Fruhce and Spain^ againfl the Emperor. 
If the Defign of the Treaty of Vienna had been* to attack 
this Nation or the Dutcb^ we wer^ fufRcicfntly provided for 
Our Defence, and even for affilHng the Dutch^ without put- 
ting onrfelves to any new Expence, till after the AttacR 
had been begun ; and if the Defign of that Treaty t^s to 
attack the French^ I am fure it was none of our Bufinefs ih 
prevent it. • 

I was really furprized to hear the nobltf Diike afftrt, that 
by the Treaty of Bemtie the Spaniardi gave up their Pre- 
tcnfions to Gibraltar, By that Treaty, ihy Lords, they 
gave up nothing ; all their Difputes with us, and 2d! the 
Pretenfions they had fet up againft us, were left in Sufpcnce; 
and we exprefly yielded up a Point which was of the moft 
pernicious Confeqnence to the A flairs of Europe, and was a 
new Demonflration of the Influence the Court of France had 
ever onr Minifler. I mean the Introdu6tion of Spani/h 
Troops into Itafy, which we' not oiily conf^nted to, but en- 
gaged to aAft in making it good. This was like to have 
engaged us in a War againft the Emperoir ; aAd to avoid 
this, which our Minifter forefaw, no" Britijb Parliament 
could be prevailed on to approve, he wa^ led on to the 
precipitate and ill-conduced Treaty with the Emperor in 
>73>* ^y which he gttarantyed thie Pragmatic Sanftion in 
the moft abfolute TennS, and engaged in a defensive Alli- 
ance with the Emperor, as exprefs and general as any that 
could be concluded. 

This Treaty ftobd in full Force in the Year 1733. The 
Emperor had done noti^ng I know of to difoblige us : There- 
fore, 
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fore, to know whether we were obliged to affift him at that Anno 14.Geo.II. 

Time, when he was attacked by France, Spain, and Sanii- '74o- 

ma, wc muft confiderthe Affiirs oi Poland, which, the 

fr«ffj& pretended, were the Canfe of that Attack. I fhall 

not enter into the Difpute, whether Augufius or Staniflaus was 

duly defied King of Poland: Perhaps neither of them was-; 

bat this I will fay, that it was of dangerous Confequence to 

tlie Balance of Europe to have Staniflaus in the quiet PofTef- 

fion of that Crown ; therefore we ought to have concurred 

with die Emperor in all peaceable Methods for preventing 

his Eleftion j and if the Emperor brought a War upon him- 

felf by what we either did or ought to have concurred with 

Jiim in, I think we were in Honour bound to affift him, 

even tho* there had been no defeniive Alliance between us. 

Bat the Point of Duty was not then the only Point we had 

to confider } the Point of Iniereft was of greater Weight ; 

and confidering the Difputes we then had with Spain, it was 

our Intereft at any Rate to prefcrve a clofe Correfpondence 

with the Com-t of Vienna, ThePrefervation of the Balance 

of Power in Europe was not then the only Attachment we 

had to that Court : Our own immediate Safety was another 

and a ftronger Attachment. We might have fbrefeen what 

wc arc now fo much afraid of j we might then have fore- 

feen the Danger of having France and Sfain united in a War 

^nft Hs^ and therefore, for our own immediate Safety, 

we ought t9 have fapported at any Rilk our Alliance with 

the Court of Vienna, unlefs we were refolved to bear with 

the Infults and Depredations of Spain, as long as they had a 

mind tc^ continue them ; which was, perhaps, the Refolu- 

tion of oar Miniiler, and a Refolution he feem'd reiblv'd to 

Hand to, if the Spirit of the Nation had not forced him to 

alter it. 

The War therefore is no Proof of any Alteration in his' 
Conduft, farther than he is forced to by the Spirit of the 
People ; and the Profecution hitherto gives fome People a 
Sufpicion, that he defigned it rather as an Amufement for 
our own People, than as a Method Sox compelling the Ene- 
my to do us JufBce : At leaft, I am fure, we have as yet 
no Proof of his not being diverted or deterred, by the 
Menaces of France, from profecuting the War in a vigorou? 
and effedlual Manner ; and as I have (hewn, that in other 
Parts of his Condud, he has been often deterred by the 
Court of France from doing what he ought to have done, 
^d even influenced by them to do what he ought not to 
have done, I think we ought to wait for fuch a Proof be- 
foTt we nuke him any Acknowledgments upon that 
Head. 
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Anao !4.Geo.II. Por this Reaibn, my Lords^ I cannot agree to tfaakPaijt 
1740. q£ jjjg noble Lord's Motion, which propofes our making 
^ ' Acknowledgments to the Miniftcr for his Wifdom in- thib 
Refolutions he has taken ; and as JFor the AfTuranoes propo* 
fed to be made to his Majeily, I .think they are all contain- 
ed in what the noble Duke has propofed, and much more 
ilrongly and fublimely expreiTed. The Sublime is always 
Laconic ; and the noble Duke has taken Care to exprefs 
himfelf in the moft Laconic, and the moil comprehenfivp 
Manner. I jhall never be againft making the Urongeii Pro- 
feilions of Duty and AiFedion to his Majefly ; but let us do 
it with Dignity : Zeal nvay fometimes darry Men.too ffeu 
a Length : I remember a Gentleman once &id in the O^h^ 
Houfe, he would facH^ce his Life and Fortune, and more if 
it was neceiTary, to the Service of his Sovereign^ I do not 
iay there is any fuch plunder in what the noble Lord has 
been pleafed to propofe ; but I think his Profei&dns and Af- 
iurances are a little too much exaggerated, and by being io 
they are weakened. To afTure his Majefly that we will 
fiand by him with our Lives and Fortunes, in the Profecu- 
tion of the juil and neceiTary War in which he is engaged, is 
. as much as we can fay with regard to the preient War ; and 
if your Lprdihips think it neceilary, you may add, or in 
any War in which his MajeHy may be necpilarily engaged, 
for maintaining the Balance and Liberties of Eur^e, on the 
Invent of the late Emperor^s Death. 
' The Lord Cholmond^/ej, 
My Lords, 
tord Cbdlmonde-' ^ believe it' Will be found upon Examination, that no 
Ity, ' - Cuilom, good or bad, was ever introduced without fome 
Reafcn ; and by enquiring into the Reafon or Caufe of any 
Cuilom's being liril introduced, we niay generally determine, 
whether it be in itfelf good or bad. The Cuftom, therefore, 
of returning in bur Addrefs, a particular Anfwer to cveijr 
Thing the King is pleafed to communicate to us by his 
Speech from the Throne, let it be a bad or a good Cuiilom, 
is not without its Caufe ; and that Caufe, I believe, is to b^ 
found among the many good Alterations that were made in 
bur Conilitution by the happy Revolution. Before that 
Time, our Kings were feldom very fond of Parliaments, 
and confequently not very fond of communicating theiV 
Meafures to them. They feldom communicated to Par- 
liament, either what they had done, or what they intended 
to do ; aud no Wonder, for their Meafures were generally 
fuch, as, they knew the Parliament would not ajpproveof. 
Whilil this continued to be the Cafe, there, is nothing 
firange in feeing the AddreiTes of both Houfes of Parliament 
^ - ' conceived 
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Conceived 111 general Terms ; for the Parliament could ^notAnnoH.Geo.IN 

■dcfcend to Particulars, when nothing particular had been ^ ^l¥^ 

■faid to them in the Speech from the Throne. But as the 

puWic McafiM-es, fince the Revolution, have generally been 

fuch as were defign'd, at leaft, for the public Good, they 

hate been particularly communicated to Parliament, at the 

Beginning of every Seflion, by the Sovereign's Speech from 

the Throne i and this, moft reafonably, I think, introduced 

theCaftom of our being a little more particular in our Ad- 

dreflb, by way of AnSver fo that Speech. 

Anether Reafon, my Lords, 'for introducing this Cuftom ^ 
mjy be drawn from the diiftrent Methods of granting the 
Sams neceflar|r for the Support of our Government. Before 
the Revohtiott, all the Sums neceffary for the Support of 
our Government were granted in general, and without ap- 
propriating any particular Part of them to any particular 
Service; but fince that Time, particular Claufes of Appro - 
priatton have been introduced. The Sums neceffary for the 
Sltppcfrt of the Civil Lift, are granted at the Beginning of 
each tinges Reign^ for the Term of the King's Life, and / 
ate particularly appropriated to that Service j but with re 
gard to all other Services, the Sums neceffary for them are 
granted but froftt Year to Vear by Parliament, and are all 
appropriated by Parliament to their partidilar refpedive Ser- 
^ces, whichi creates a much greater Dependence in the 
Crown upon Farlianient, and makes it neceffary for the So- 
vereign to eomnumicate particularl/ to his Parliament the 
Mcamrcs he intends to purfuc, a« far as they can be com- 
nnmicated coilii'ffeirtly with the public Good; and' this 
again makes it necefiary for us to be a little more particular 
in thofc Addreffes, which are intended as Anfwers to his 
Majefty*s Speech from the Throne. 

Thefe, my Lords, I take to be the Reafbns for introduc- 
ing that Cuftom^ which is now fo much exclaimed againft, 
and which we are defired to abolifti, tho' the Reafons for it 
^e now as ftrong as they were when the Cuftom was firft 
introduced. I bd^eve none of your Lordftiips will find fault 
widl any of the Alterations which gave Birth to this Cuftom : 
I believe they will be allowed to be both prudent and necef- 
fery 5 and therefore, I cannot condemn a Cuftom, which ap- 
pears to be f>unded upon Alterations (o highly commendable. 
At leaft, I fhatl not condemn it, till I fee it producing Ef- 
fcdls much worfe than any I can at prefent apprehend from 
it. 'K is a fort of mutual Complaifafice between King and 
Parliament, which, in my Opinion, can never produce any 
badlffeft ; becauHe it is allowed to be of no fuch Authority, 
as te influence any of our future Proceedings : And as the 
1740, O o 2 Coftom. 


( 456 ) 

Anno i4«G«o l^' ^"^^"^ ^*' ^^^^ ^^^ ^° ^^^Z cftabliflicd, I think; we can* 
1740. noc alter it, without giving the World Caa(e to think, that 
we difapprove fome Part of wjiat his Majefly has been plea- 
fed to communicate to us in his Speech from the Throne, 
which, I am convinced, is not what your Lordihips intend ; 
becaufe, I think, his Majefly has faid nothing in his Speech 
but what your Lordihips muil approve. You muft approve 
hjs Majefly's refolving tq pufh the War in the moft proper 
Places, and in the mod vigorous and efiedbial Manner : Yoa 
'mult approve his being refolved not to be diverted or deterred 
from profecuting thefe Meafures, by the Threats or Attempts 
of any Power whatfoever ; and you muft approve his Ma- 
je^y^s being reiblved to adhere ftridUy to the Engagements 
he is under, for maintaining the Balance and Liberties of £u^ 
refe, on the Event of the late Emperor's Death. 

Thefe, my Lords, are all of them wife and good Reibht- 
tions : Let them be his Majefly's Refolations, as I am con- 
vinced they are, or let them be the Miniiler*s Refolutioos, 
as it is poffible they may, they are fuch as your Lordihips 
muil approve of. I^et them be taken, or not taken, purfued 
or altered, dill they are fuch as muil be approved by every 
Man that wiihes well to his Country f and as his Majeily has 
mentioned them in his Speech, your Lordihips ought, I 
think, to teilify your Approbation of them by mentioning 
them in your Addrefs. If I thought that thofe concerned in 
the Adminiflration had not come to any fuch fix*d Refcdu* 
tions, notwithilanding what his Majeily has faid in his 
Speech ;. or if I thought that any one, who has the Honour 
of being admitted into his Majeily *s Councils, would advife 
him to alter, or not to purfue thefe Refolutions ; fo far from 
its b^ing an Argument with me, not to fay any Thing of 
them in our Addrefs, it would be an Argument ror our men- 
tioning them in the moil particular Manner, and approving 
of them in the moil exprefs and peremptory Terms that could 
be invented ; and the Reafon is very plain : If fuch Refolu- 
tions are not already taken l>y every one concerned in th€ 
Adminiflration, a flrong Recommendation of them from this 
AiTembly would compel their being immediately taken : If 
there were a Probability, that fome one in his Majjeily's 
Councils would advife him not to purfue thefe Refolutions,. 
a particular and exprefs Recommendation of them from this 
auguil AiTembly would deter the Boldeil from giving his Ma- 
jeily fuch pernicious Counfel. 

This Confideration, my Lords, is with me a moil preva- 
lent one for agreeing to the noble Lord*is Motion.. It will 
enforce thofe Refolutions, which his Majeily has been pleafcd 
p tell us h» has come to. . It will ihew his Miniilers what 

Advice 
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Advice they ought to give him, and what Advice they muft Anno r4.Ge0.II. 
not dare to give him : It will ihew our Enemies, both fecrec ^ ^4^ 
and revealed^ what they muft expedl ; and it will ihew our 
Friends, both abroad and at home, what they fnay hope for 
from his Majedy's Arms, not only in the prefent War, but 
in-any other his Majefty may be necefiarily engaged in, for 
preCerviog the Balance and Liberties of Europf, Thefe will, 
I think, be the Efieds of oar agreeing to the noble Lord's 
Motion ; and as there is nothing in it that implies the leaft 
Approbation of any pail Meafure, or that can any Way 
prevent oar enquiring into pall Meafiires, and cenfuring fuch 
of them, as m»y upon Enquiry appear to be wrong, there it 
not, I think, the leaH Danger in our agreeing to it ; but in 
altering our Method of Addreihog at this critical Conjuncr 
ture, which will, be the Confequence of our agreeing to the 
noble Duke*s Motion, I think there is not only great Dan- 
ger, bat fome fort of InjuAice. The noble Lords who have 
argued in favour of the £r{t Motion, have fiid. That we 
oaght not to approve, or to fay any Thing that may look 
like an Approbation of pail Meafures, without a previous 
Enquiry. I am fure we ought as little to do any Thing that 
may look like a Cenfure of pafl Meafures, without a previous 
Enqairy ; and as our forfaking a Qiilom that has been fo 
loog e/labli(hed, will, in my Opinion, look very like a CeiK 
fare of paft Meafures, I fhall therefore be againft altering 
oar Method of addre^Qng, efpecially as there is nothing now 
piopofed, that can look .like an Approbation of any paft 
Meafures, or our conienting to any future Meafures, but 
liich as mnft be approved of by every Man in the Nation. 

But fuppofe-, my Lords, we were now to alter that Me- 
thod of addrdfing, which has obtained for fo many Yearat: 
Snppofe we were now to return to the ancient Method of 
^ddreifing his MajeHy in general Terms, and without taking 
the leaft Notice of any I'hing he has been moll gracioufly 
pleafed to communicate to us in his Speech from the Throng; 
Vet, even according to this Method, I do not think, the 
noble Duke's Motion can anfwcr^the Purpofe which eveiy 
Lord, who has fpoke i^ this Debate, ieems to intend. If 
we are in our Addrefs tp make only fome general Profeffio»s 
of Affedion and Duty to his Majeily , furely thofe ProTeflious 
oaght to be as general and as explicit as poflible ; which is 
ia isQxsk being the Cafe with regard to what the noble Duke 
has been pleafed to propofe. He has propofed, for us fo 
affurc his Majefty, that we will ftand by him with our Lives 
and Fortunes, in tlie Profecotion of the }\A and necefliary 
War in which he is engaged. Is this, my Lords, a general 
Profcflbn of oar Duty to his Majefty? Is it not a limited 
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Aftflo T4'6M.n.f rofeffioki, confined to the Proiecution of the ptdent ^Wstr[ 
1740. Are we not in Duty boahd to ftand by bis Majefty with oil' 

and Fortiines againft all h!s Enemies? Why thef| 
flioald we cenfine it to his Enemies in the prefent War .! 
This Pstrt of the noble Dttke*s Motion, I am peHliadedi 
yoar Lordfhips will agree, fbnds in need of fome Amefid? 
oient, before it can be agreed to, even according to this fat^ 
Tourite Plan of addreffing in general Terms ; and as to the 
other Part of it, I muft think it a ibrt of Deviation from' 
that very Plan now U> warmly contended for. 

My Lords, if we are to keep in fuch general Terms, as 
to hy nothing of what has been done, or is to be dene, v/hy 
Ihoold we come to be fo particular as to what we oin-relves 
are refolved to do ? That we are the hereditary great Cooncil 
of the Crown, has never, I am fare^ of late Years, been 
denied, and therefore I can fee no Reaibn for our ailerting 
that Charadler upon the prefent Occafion ; but if it were, 
from any late Tranfadion, become neceiTary for us to afTert 
this Charader, I think it would be quite unneceflkry and 
, even dangerous to add the Words, T<» fwhicb all other Councils 
mr9 fiA9r^naii and 4uc§uHiahle* The other Houfe of Parlia- 
ment has always afiumed the Charader of being one of his 
Majeily*s Councils, and I believe they will not admit, that 
they are either fubordinate or accountable to this Houfe ; 
therefore, our adding thefe Words would be of the mod dan- 
serous Consequence, becaufe it wotfkl certainly create a 
Breach between the two Houfes. We may, if it were ne^ 
cefiary, aiTert our Charader as hereditary great Council of 
this Crown, without adding any Words that can give Offence 
'to the other Houfe ; and I hope we (hatl always exert our- 
lelvea in that Capacity, as may beft tend to the promoting 
^e true Intereft of our Sovereign and Country ; but why 
ire ikould begin this Sefiion with declaring, in a particular 
Manner, that we will do fo, I can fee no Reafon, efpecially 
as hit Majefty has not, in his ^)eech £rom the Throne^ 
made nfe of any Expieffion that may lead us to the making 
of fuch a Declaration. From fuch an extraordinary and 
unfought Declaration, the World would foppofe, either that 
this Houfe had in former Seffions been deficient in its Duty, 
or that his Majefty *s other Councils had led him into very de- 
finitive Meafures. The former of thefe Suppofitions would, ' 
in my O^nnion, be a very undeforved Rei^xion upon this 
, Aflembly, and the latter would be fuch a Reflexion upon 
his Majefty*s Conduct, or if your Lordfhips pleafe, the Con- 
dud of his Minifters, as I fhall not be for giving Rife to. 
Without fome previous Enquiry into then: Condud. 

Thus^ 
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TJuis, mjT'Lpnb, I hope, I have (btwn, tiut .the fi^ Aiip9s4-Qitt.9v 
Motion mufl undergo feveral Amendments, bcfbre it can be ilAOs 
agreed to; and as the fecond ftands in need of np Amend-* V-" 'ti'^f^^ 
mecit, as it contains nothing but what we may agr^ to, and 
expreiTes every Thing we ought to (ay upon this Qccafion, 
itf/ill be iaving your LordQiips a great deal of Trouble and 
Time^ to fet aiide the firft Motion by the previous QueiUon; 
in order to come at the fecond, which may be agreed 19 
without any Amendment. For this ReafcHi, as the previous 
Queflion muA. now be p4t with regard to the firft Motion, f. 
Oull give my Negative to it, in order to have an Opportu- 
nity of giving my Affirmative to the next Queftion, which 
wiU of courfe be. To agree to what has been propofed by 
the ncbh Lord ooar me; and in both I hope to haye the 
Concurrence of the Majority of this Houfe. 

My Lords, I have carefully avoided faying any Thing la 
jufliAcatibn of our late Meafures, which does not proceed 
from my being confcious, that any of them were' wrong* 
but from my being convinced, that their Juftification or Coa* 
demnauon hais nothing to do in this Debate. The noble 
Lord's Motion, in favour of which I have J^eien aiguingj^ 
lias nothing in it relating to any pail Meafure : It may be 
agreed to by thofe who condemn, . as well as by thoie who 
approve of our late Meafures^ and therefore I am furprized 
to £nd your Lordfhips Time taken up with long Criticiimi 
Qpon our iate Qondud. Political Meafures are of fuch a < 
Nature, that the wqi& may be jufb£ed, the beft may be 
condemned: By which I mean, my Lords^ that fomething 
may be faid in JuiUfication of the worft, and fome ill-na- 
tured Criticifms may be made upon the beH public Mea- 
fures that were ever purfued ; but I mufl be of Opinion, 
that in both Cafes the Prefumption lies againll thofe, who 
naieafonably bripg the Subje£l before fuch an Aflemblyi and 
whether or no the preient Time be feafonable, I muft leave 
to your Lordfhips to judge. The Quellion now before lis^ 
does not, I am fure, require any fuch D^fcufllc^, nor have 
we before us the Materials proper for fuch a Purpofe ; and 
therefore, I think, the Prefumption at lead lies againU thofe 
who have, fome Way pr other, hooH'd int^ this Debate a 
long Criticiim upon our late Condud. 
Duke of uffjx/f. 
My Lords, 
. I rife up to explain fome Things in the Motion I took the W^c of Jrgyf^ 
liberty to make to you, which» I find, have been very 
much miHaken by the noble Lords who hare (poke agaii^ 
it* I believe no Lord doubts of my being for our ilanding 
by lus Majefly with ooir Lives and Fortunes, in thb or any 
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Attoo t4iGeo JI. other War he may be neceiTarily engagecHn. My Loi^s^ { 
174^* ^ am for {landing by his Majefly againfl all his Enemies, whe- 
ther tbcy be Spaniards, or French^ Irifly^ Stoiifi^ or Engltfl>i 
n^y even againll thofe, if there be any fuch, that are in his 
Privy Council. Thefe laft have always been found to be the 
moil dangerous Enemies to the Kings of this Country ; and 
againll them our Sovereign Ijas nothing to depend on, but 
the Wifdom, the Honour, and the Integrity of this Aflem- 
bly. A King may have Miniftcrs and Privy Counfcllors, 
that, for their own private Ends, advife him to purfue fuch 
Meafures, as may end in his Deilrudlion. U diis fiiould ever 
happen to be the Cafe, it is then that this Houfe has an Op' 
portunity of ihewing their Duty to their Sovereign, by fliew* 
ing their Contempt of his Miniilers j but if, at fuch a mdan- 
choly Conjunflure, there ihould be a Majority in this Houfe 
fo blind as not to perceive the private Views of the Miatfter, 
or fo corrupted as to facrifice the Intereft of their King and 
Country to -the Places and Penfions, which the Minifbcriias 
to beAow^ the Sovereign would then have no Cotincil bold 
enough to warn him of his Danger, nor the CounCiy any 
Affembly that could in a legal Way prevent its Ruin. 

As to thofe that are his Majefty's declared Enemies, he has 
nope, I think, at prefent, at leaft none worthy the Notice 
of this Houfe, but the Spaniards ,* and thereifore I thought it 
was fufHcient for us to declare, that we will fl»nd by him in 
the Profecution of the prefent War againft them, or any that 
ftall take their Part; for this is implied in the general De« 
^ration I have propofed ; but as to his Majelty's ^cret, 
and the worll of all, his Bofom -Enemies, as we are his Ma- 
jefty's great hereditary Council^ it is our Duty to be alway« 
upon the Watch againfl them s and I thought it was incum" 
bent upon us, in this Time of foreign Danger, to aflfu^ hit 
Maje%, ihat we would be mindful of our Duty in this Re- 
if>ed, by icxerting ourfelves in our high Capacity of heredi* 
tary great Council of the Crown, in fuch a Manner as mi^t 
bell tend to the promoting the true Intereft of his Majeity, 
and our Country. Surely, my Lords, it will not be fuppo- 
fed, that by the Words To wjhich aiLother Councils are fubor- 
diruUe and accountable, I m^nt to include the Houfe of Com- 
mons ? J do not believe any Man in the Nation will think 
ib. I meant only to include his Majeily*s Privy Council, 
his Cabinet Council, or his Council of One, if he has any 
ittch ; and I thought it was neceflaryto infant thefe Words, 
to put the Members of thefe Coundls in mind of their being 
iiibordinate and accountable to this AfTembly; for it is fo 
long fince we exerted ourfelves in this Capacity, it is fo long 
ilnce we had any of thefe Gentlemen under our . Examina^ 
2 tion^ 
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fiation,' thtf, I aih afiaid, they begin to forget their Sabor-Aoiiox4.CeoJI« 
dination'j I ^m afraid they begin to think, that wc are ac- ^ ^r¥ >[ 
coontable to them for our Behaviour in this Afiembly, and 
that they are accountable to none but their Mafter. 

Having thus explained my Motion, I hope your Lordfhipt 
will thmk it is no Way deficient in thofe Declarations of 
Daty and Af!e£lion, which we ought upon this Occafion to 
make to his Majefty, and that there is no £xprei2ion in tt^ 
that can give a reaionable Caufe of Offence to any Aflfem- 
bly, or any Man in the Nation. And now I am up, I mufk 
obfem, that the noble Lord who fpoke lafl, feems to havd 
veiy iiiach miftaken what I faid about the Cuftom we have 
lately &l]en into, of being fb very partioilar in our Ad- 
dirfi, as to leave nothing untouched that has been mention-^ 
ed in his Majefty's Speech from the Throne. I faid, there 
sut ieveral Perfons in the Adminiib^tion, who muft re^ 
taember when this Caflom was firfl introduced : When I 
W fo, I did not mean the oldefl among them. The Cn* 
floiii is far from being co-evalwith the Revolution: It 
was not fb much «s introduced till many Years after, and 
did not become in any fort an cft&blifhed Cuftom, till after I 
had the Honour of a Seat in this AfTembly. It may per- 
haps be the 'E£kSt of what has happened fince the Revolu- 
tiat : it may be the "BMsB. of the many Taxes fmce that 
Tine neceiTarily impofed, and the many Pofb and Places 
therebf created ; bat it neither was,- nor could be the Efledl 
of any of the good Alterstions In our ConfHtution^ that were 
intended or obtained by the Revc^ion : It was the EfFe^of 
what I muft now call a blind Complaifance for the Crown, 
or ladier for the Miniften of the Crown^ and an Eifedt that 
I have always thought ridicoloas. I have often faid, both 
injtft and in Eamellj as Several Lords here prefent can 
txS^^ that it is ridiculotts in us, without the leaft previous 
^^onidcration or Enquiry^ to repeat and applaud in our Ad- 
^B> every Thing that a Mintfler may, for that very Pur- 
pose, contrive to have inferted in his Majefly's Speech from 
theXhrdne. 

fiat this Cuftom^ ft feems^ my Lords^ ridiculous and ab-^ 
fbrd as'it is, we muft not alter/ left we fhould thereby feem^^ 
without any propa* Bnqoiry, to cenfure or difapprove the 
Coadnd of the Adminiftration« Does not every one 0f 
yonr Lord(hipe fee, that this Argument will always be as 
good againft abolifhing this ridiculous Cuftom/ as it is at 
preie&t? But this Argument is not now, nor ever can be of 
any Weight ; for every Man in his right Wits muft fuppofe, 
^t the Alteration in our Condu£t proceeds from our being 
conriaced^ that the Cnftnn was bady and not from oar be« 
1740, tpp ing 
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Annoi4.G(ro.II. ing convinced, that the CondoA of the Admioiftnitioa has 
X740. been wrong ; and therefore oar returning to our antient 
Method of addreding cannot fo much as ieem to be a Cen< 
fure or Difapprobation of any pail Meafure. Sappofing, 
therefore, we had, from all outward Appearance, the great- 
dl Rgafon to applaud and extol our late Condud, yet thii 
could be no Argument againft our forfaking fuch a ridi- 
culous Cuftom ; but when outward Appearances operate 
ftrongly ag^ainfl the late Conduft of our public AiFairs, 
when our Conduft has become an Objeft of Sorrow to out 
Friends, and of Mirth to our Enemies, then furely it is high 
Time for this Houfe to forfake a Cuftom, that maft 1^ 
them into a feeming Sort - of Approbation of fuch a 
Conduct. 

I am not at all furprised to fee the noble Lords, who 
argue for the Continuance of this Cnftom, avoiding as much 
as poffible any Sort of Difquiiition into oor paft Condud ; 
but when a feeming Sort of Approbation is defired, is it 
unfeafonable for this Hoofe to enter into that Diiquiiitton i 
Is it not our Duty to enquire, whether there is any ^ming 
Foundation for that feemihg Sort of Approbation ? And 
may not that Enquiry be founded upon outward Appear* 
ances ? This, my Lords, is what we are now upon : We are 
examining our late Meafures accoiding to outward Ap* 
pdarances, and thefe, I am fure, will afibrd as a very good 
Foundation for a feeming Sort of Cenfure, but net the leaft 
Foundation for any Thing that nay lo6k like an Approha* 
tion. Let us examine our late Oondnft either in Peace or 
War, and I am fure, according to all outward Appearance^ 
we (halt find good Reaibn to condemn it in both. Our 
tedious and perplexed Negotiations, the Convention in which 
they were fummM up, nay every Step taken to prevent a 
War, was infamous, and tended only to make a War un- 
avoidable at laft. The Excufe now made for the Can« 
tinuance of thefe Negotiations, fhould make Parliaments ex- 
tremely cautious of being diredled by Minifters in the draw- 
ing up of any of their Addrefles to the Crown. The Ad* 
drefTes that were drawn up and preibnted by Parliament up- 
on the repeated Cbmplaints of our Merchants, were, as 
every one knows, chiefly pennM by oUr Minifters, and now 
thefe very Addrefles are ma^ an Excufe far the moft 
difhonourable Negotiations that ever an unconquered Nadaa 
fubmitted to carry on : I fay di&onoarable, my Lords, for 
it was difhonourable as well as pernicious, to treat with a 
Nation, that would not fo much as difoontinue her Depre* 
dations dtmng the Time of the Treaty. Whilft there were 
any Hopes of Succeis by Negotiation, whilfl the Miniiler 
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could %, there were any Hopes, (land cveiy oiie knows lie Anno14.Geo.ir. 
is pretty good at aiTertihg,} the Parliament was loth to put 1740. 
an End to them by condemning them, left the Minifler 
flioold have faid, that he would have procured Satisfadion 
and Security to the Nation by peaceable Means, if the 
Parliament had not prevented it ; but now we may fpeak 
freely, and I will fay, it was ridiculous to expe6l either Sa- 
tisfadion or Security by fair Means from the Court of Spaing 
after tiieir treating us fo haughtily in the Negotiation pre- 
vious to the Treaty of Se'ville. 

Prom all outward Appearance, therefore, we muft con- 
demn every Step of our late Condud in Time of Peace ; " 
and, I am fure^ no Man can fay we .have as yet any Rea- 
fon to approve of our ConduA in Time of War. I do 
Bot, my Lords, pretend to know a great deal of the Theory 
of War, bat I have learned fomething from Pradlice ; and 
by the bed Judgment I can from thence form, 1 mull con- 
dade, that no one reafonable Step has been taken for the 
FrofecBtion of the War, either before or fince we began to 
commit Hoftilities ; This is my Opinion, and this Opinion 
I will venture to fiipport againft the moil Learned in the 
Ticoiy of War.. The Operations of War, my Lords, zxt 
not like the Steps of a Negotiation : For judging of the 
lonDer we have no Qccafion for Papers, Memorials, or 
Lctten. When a War has been qarried on for eighteen 
Montb, without fb much as one Attempt made for attack* 
ing the Enemy with Vigour and EfFe£i, every Man may, 
widiont diving into Secrets, determine whether this has 
been owing to our own Weaknefs or the Strength of the 
Enemy ; and if to the former, whether it has been owing to 
a Weaknefs in the Nation, or to a Weaknefs in the Coun- 
fell of thofe that condud the AfBiirs of the Nation. Mr. 
Venm has demonibated, that oar Inactivity cannot be ow* 
ing to the Strength of the Enemy ; and will any one fay, 
that out of 30,000 Men we might not have fent 4 or 5000 
Land-Forces to the fFeft-Indiest as foon as we refolved up6n 
HofBlities agaiijA Spain ? With regard therefore to our Con- 
dndinthcWar, 1 think we have good Reafons, founded, 
not upon oatward Appearances, but upon certain Fadb, for 
teftifyiog our Difapprobation of it, or at leaft for refufing 
to fty any Thiug in our Addrefs, that may look like an Ap- 
probation ; and that the Addrefs propofed by the noble 
I^rd will imply a Sort of Approbation, muft, I think, ap- 
pear evident to every one who confiders the Import of the 
fcvcral Paragraphs. 

To carry on the War, my Lords, in the moft proper 
^atts, and in the moft vigorous and effe^ual Marnier, and 
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Aiuioi4.G€o.IKOOt to fufTer ourfelves to be diverted or deterred front thafa 
X740- Meafures, is certaixily a Sign of great Wirdom, anti oF a 
ilri6t Adherence to the trae Intereil of. thefe KiQg^Qins. 
But will not our acknowledging, in fuch aparticuIa.r.lW£aii' 
ner, the Wifdom of fuch a Relolutipn upon this Occasion , 
be an Implication^ that in our Opinion this Maxim lias been 
purfued ? And can any Man fay, that the War has sts yet 
been carried on vigoroufly in any Place ? Can we iay> that 
our Minifters have not fuSered themfelves to be diverted or 
deterred, when they themfelves acknowledge, that they Jiave 
been diverted from (ending j^rapet Supplies to the If^efi^ 
Indies^ by the ridiculous Appi'ehenfions of our bein^ in- 
vaded at Home ? Is not this the very Reafon they afijgn for , 
not fending 4 or 5000 of our regular veteran Troops ^o the 
Wefi'Indies^ at the Beginning of the War \ My Lords^ if 
your Lordfhips think fit, I fh^ be, with all my Heart, for \ 
acknowledging the Wifdom of this Maxim or Refolution 5 
but then, to prevent the Implication I have mentioned^ J , 
(hall be for concluding the Paragraph with fayjng, that %ve ' 
are forry this Refolution was not taken and vigoroufly pur- \ 
fued, from the firft Moment we refolved upon Hoflilities a- 
gainfl ^fain. 

As for the next Paragraph, my Lords, I mud join with a 
noble Lord, who has honoured my Motion wi^h his Appro* 
bation : I fay, I muft join with him in thinking, that it 
looks vtry much like Swaggering. This Nation, my Lords^ 
has not, thank God! from its former Behaviour, (at leail 
from its Behaviour before our prefent excellent Miniiler got 
the Reins of Government folely into his Hands) the leaft 
Occafion to boail of what it will do. I believe, no Court 
in Eurofe doubts of the Nation^s being ready to vindicate 
its Honour againft whofoever fhall dare to attempt to pre- 
.fpribe Limits to our Arms in fuch a juH and necei&ry \ 
War } but, I believe, every Court of Europe fqppofes our ' 
.'Miniijliers will not ; therefore, fuch Words as t^efe. may be 
natural for them, tho* not at all for the Nation. But, 
, alas f thefe hefEloring Words cannot now do them any Ser- 
vice : They have fo often already made Preparations, and 
fitted out Squadrons, which have afterwards appeared to be 
nothing but Bravado, that their Threatnings will now fignify 
nothing. Therefore, I am againft this Paragraph ; .firH, be- 
cauie it is not the natural Language of the Nation.; and next, 
becaufe the World will from thence fuppofe, that our Ad- 
drefs has been dictated by the Minif^er, which can never be 
any Honour to this Hode, and lefs at this Time, than at 
any fi)rmer Period I can think of. 

The 
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Hbc Ibllowisg Paragraph^ my Lords, is liable to the fame ^^^^j^^rj^jj^ 
Objedkm with the firit : It will imply an Approbation of oaf 1740.. 
paft Condttd, with regard to the Balance and Liberties of 
Emfe : Hie World will from thence fuppofe this Houfe to 
be of Opinion, that our, Miniflers have ^idlv adherM to 
the Engagements the Nation is under foF maintaining the 
Babmce and Liberties of Europe ^ which, [ think, is very hx 
from being the Cafe. I iball moil readily join in fupporting 
his Majcfty, and enabling him to adhere to the, Engagements 
he is mider, when I know what thofe Engagemoits are, and 
that they are proper for maintaining the Balance and Liber- 
ties <tf Emypi I bat, I think, we oyglit not in our AddreG 
to mention Engagements, till we know what thofe Engage- 
meats are ; nor can we, I think, mention our Minifler^s 
£itaie adhering to the Engagements the J^ation is under, for 
joaintaining the Balance an4 Liberties of Europe^ without, 
at die fame Ti^e, complaining, that he has not in Time paft 
adhered fo |bri£Uy to them, as he ought to have done. There- 
fore, if ypux* Lordfhips are for retaining thjs Paragraph, 
i hapt yQo will conclude it with fuch a Complaint as I have , 
mentioned, in order to prevent the World's being impofed 
on by an Implication of what I cannot fuppofe to be your 
O^pinicm : At IfzSt^ if it is, I am fure you difier from what 
in the Opilljpn of the Majority of this Nation^ and of 
prery Qourt in Eftropt. 

llie laft Parara-aph, m^ Lords, at leail the latter Part of 
it, I eaimpt but k>ok on as a little mean. It puts me in mind 
' of wharfs faid of pur {Enemies the Spaniards : In the (ime 
of a<St|Brpii, inftead of running aloft to take Care of the 
^Ship, thpir S^^en all rui> belgw to pray for a Deliverance. 
We have now more occafion for adHng than wishing ; and if 
we do not now begin to adt, if we do not now begin to ex- 
ert oorfelves in our high Capacity of hereditary great Coun- 
dlof the Crown, I may, without a Spirit of Prophecy, fore- 
td, that'neither the Honour of the Crown, nor the Rights 
of the People will be maintained with Vigour or Succefs : I 
do not know, but that both may be iacrificed to that pufilla- 
nimbtts minifleria] Spirit, to which the Trade and Navigation 
of this Kingdom, and the Balance and Liberties of EurtAe^ 
)iave in my Opinion, been facrificed for too great a Number 
of Yipars. 

Having thus explained the Motion I took the Liberty to 
make, and ffaewn fome of my Objediions to the other, I 
motfcoadade with iniifting upon my Motion, Your Lord- 
idpsmay amend it if you pleafe : I (hall readily fubmit any 
TiJBg Ipropoic to the Correfiion of this augufi Aitembly ; 
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Arum t4.Geo.n. l^t I Hill think it ought to be made the Croand-work of oar 

i74o» • prefent Addrefi. 
I I ^^m 1^ »p|jg Lord ChanccDor. . 

Lord Ch ^^ Lords, 

lo,[ aacel- Having before given your Lordfliips roy Opimon, only as to 
the Method of proceeding in the Cafe now before you, I fhall 
now beg leave to (peak to the Merits. As the prefent Cuftom 
of taking particular Notice in our Addrefs, of every Thing 
mentioned to us by his Majefty in his Speech from the 
ThroQe, has always been obje£ted to, and has often become 
the Subject of a Debate in this Houfe, I have been at fome 
Pains to enquire when it firft began, and why it was intro- 
duced. 1 find, my Lords, that this Cuftom nrft began to be 
Introduced in the Reign of the late Queen Jnne, and in the 
Adminifbation of the late Duke of Marlborough and Earl of 
Godolphin : TheTe two will, I believe, be allowed to have 
been as ggeat Men, and as fuccefsful Miniibrs, as ever this 
Nation was bleifed with. I cannot think your Lord&iips will 
eafily fuppofe, that either of them would have given Coun- 
tenance to any thing that was inconfiflent with the public 
Good, or with the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe ; and 
t\it Time when this Cuftom firH began to be introduced, 
may point out to us the Reafon why it was introduced/ At 
the Beginning of the late War, we firll began to return a 
r partici^ar Aofwer in our Addrtifs, to every Thing that had 
been mentioned from the Throne ; and the Reafon of our 
doing fo was, without doubt, to fliew the Powers abroad, as 
foon as pqflible, that there was a good Harmony fubfifUng 
between her Majefty and her Parliament : That the Parlia- 
ment approved in general of the Meafures purfued by the 
Adminiftration ; and that the Parliament would fupport their 
Sovereign in all the Engagements (he had entered, or might 
enter into, for carrying on the jull and neceflkry War in 
which fhe was then engaged. 

This, my Lords, I thmk, appears evidently to have been 
the keafon for introducing this Cuftom ; and was this Rea- 
fon ever ftronger than it is at prefent ? Was there ever a 
Time, when it was more neceiTary for a Brittfi Parliament 
to ftrengthen the Hands of their Sovereign, both by their 
A£Uons and their Declarations I My Lords, not only the 
Balance and Liberties of Europe^ but our Succefs in the pre- 
fent War, muft depend upon the Weight his Majefty*s Coun- 
cils va^Y have at prefent with the feveral Courts of Europe ; 
and can any Thing add to this Weight fo much as a prevail- 
ing Opinion Abroad, that there fubfifts an entire Harmony 
Jbetween his Majefty and his Parliament 5 that his People 
place an entire Confidence in his Wlfdom and CondaQ ; and 
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that the whde Power of the Britijb Nation will be apf^ed as Aiiaoi4.Geo.n. 
he Ihall think fit to dired it ? We ought therefore to take the . ^74o« 
firft Opportunity of demonfhating to the World, not only our ^ 

Afiefkion and Duty to his Majefty, but our Reliance upon 
him» and our Readinefs to fupporc him in whatever he may 
thii^ neoeiTary, either for the Pro(ecution of the prefent 
War, or for die Defeoce and EfUbliihment of the Balance 
and Liberties of Europe, For this Reafon, if the ' Addrefs 
propofed by the noble Lord were warranted by no Prece- 
dent J if no fuch CuHom, as we are now defired to alter, 
liad ever been introduced, I ihould have been for introducing 
it upon this Occaiion, by agreeing to the noble Lord^s Motion. 

Bat, my Lords, when I confider, that this Cufiom has 
prevailed, and been generally obferved, for near forty Years, 
I am really furprized, an Alteration &ould be attempted at 
fuch a critical and important Jundure. When we are en- 
gaged in a Wax of fodi Confequence to our Trade and Na- 
vigation ; when the Liberties of Europe lie, I may fay, 
expiring at the Feet of this Nation, and expedling our help- 
ing Hand to raife them up ; when moft of the States in Eu- 
rope feem to be in a fort of Doubt, whether they ihall brave- 
ly ftaod up in Defence of their Liberties* or tamely fub- 
mit to that Power, which they find they cannot, with- 
out his Afajefly^s Help, refiil * mall we, by an unneceflary 
and ill-timed Alteration m our Condud, ^ve them Caufe to 
txfeSt an approaching Breach between his Majefly and his 
Parliament ; and that therefore, inftead of affifling them, it 
will be difficult for him to fupport himfelf? This, my Lords, 
would be fuch an imprudent, fuch a fatal Miftake, that I 
am furprized to hear it propofed, and much more to find 
it inMed on. 

Having thus, my Lords, ihewn how dangerous It would 
be to alt^ oar cuHomary Method of addrefling, I ihall 
next beg leave to examine and compare the two Motions 
now before us. The firil Motion, I ihall allow, is ilrong, 
nervOQs, and a^re&v^, and worthy of the noble Duke by 
whom it was propofed ; but yet I muft be of Opinion, that 
it contains both too much and too little. I ihall grant, that 
moll of the Councils in this Nation are. fubordinate and ac- 
coantaUe to this augufi Aflembly ; but I think it is too 
much to iay, thai all other Councils are fubordinate and ac-» 
counufa^ to this. I ihall likewife grant, my Lords^ that 
from fome of our old Hiftories and Law-books it appears, 
that this Houfe has been in former Times fummotied to meet 
by itfelf, in order to give their Counfel and Advice to their 
Sovereign in A&irs of great Importance, and fuch as required 
immediate Difoatc^h ; and that when it met upon fuch Occa- 
£owL it isgenefally m our old Books called the Great Coun- 
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Aa110i4.Geo.IL cil ; tr6m when^, I fappofe» the noble Duke took Occafion (6 
'7 4°^ ^ call this Affembly the hereditary ^reat Council of the Crown: 
This may be a proper Appellation ; but we ihoald be ex- 
tremely caacioas of iflerting, that all other Councils are 
fubordinate and accountable to this Afiembly. We know 
how jealous the other Houfe is of its Privileges and Immu- 
nities : Prom thence we may with Certainty fuppofe, that 
if any fuch Words were inferted in our Addrefs, the other 
Houfe would immediately appoint a Committee to infped 
our Journals, and upon the Report of that Committee, 
would injift upon our explaining ourfelves, and declaring, 
that we did not thereby mean to armgate any Power or 
JnrifdiAion over them. I believe your Lordfixips would 
not like to come to any fuch Explanation ; and if you did 
not, it might occafion fuch a Breach between the twoHoafeff, 
as would put a full Stop to all public Bufinefs, which woold 
Certainly, at this critical Conjundure, be attended with the 
moft fatsd Confequences. Therefore, I hope your LotdQdpi 
will join with me in Opinion, that the firft Motion contains 
too much ; and that it contains toa little^ is iHU, I think* 
more evident. 

The noble Duke, indeed, piopofes, that we fhotdd pitr- 
inife to fupport his Majefty in the prefent War; bat is 
thb, my Lords, enough, confidering the {vefent Circonop- 
flances of Europe? His Motion fays nothing of the Fmg* 
made San&ion ; it fays nothing of any other War his Ma- 
jefty may be engaged in, for fupporting the Balance and Lif- 
berties of Europe. Is it not poffible, is it not probable, that 
his Majefty may be engaged in another War on this Account, 
toore general, more burdenfome, and more dangerous - tita 
the prefent ? Such a War I really take to be unavoidable, un- 
hfk his Majefty can form fuch a Confederacy upon the Conti- 
nent, as will make it dangerous for any Power in Europe ib 
diflurb the Tranquillity thereof, by forcibly interpofing in 
the Elediion of an Emperor, or by forcibly atiieemptittg to 
violate the Pragmatic SanfUon. And as nothing can ^con- 
tribute more towards enabling his Majefty to form fnch a 
Confedei^cy upon the Continent, than a Dedailatioil from 
the Briiijh Parliament, that they will enable him tbmake 
good all the Engagements he has, or may enter into fer chat 
Purpofe, it would be very imprudent in us to ne^e£k this 
Opportunity of making fuch a Declaration ; from' whence 
it IS evident, that the firft Motion contains too little. 

On the othei^ Hand, my Lords, the feoond Motion ia^ in 
my Opinion, without Fault, without any reafonable Objec- 
tion : It acknowledges the Wifdom of tkxXe ReMatiDns, 
which every one of your Lordihipi have af^laodcdi which 

^every 


etreiy Man moil in hn Heart applaod s iegms his Majeify Anno F4.de6.IL 
tli«fe Aflbfances^ both with refj^eft to the prefent War, and • 1740- 
anjr other War his Majefty may be engaged in, for naain-' ' 
taing the Balance and Liberties of Europe, which, I thiak^ 
are abfoiutely neceflary upon the preient Occaiion : It ex- 
prcffes our A&^on to his Majefty^s Perfon and Govern- 
ment, and oar Wiihes for his Succds, in as ilrong, and, I 
think, as Laconic Terms as can be contrived } and it con- 
tains nothing that can give QfiTence, either to the other 
Hoofe, or to any Man in the Kingdom. As to the late 
Condttd of oar Miniiters, let it be as bad as can be imagin*d» 
diere is nothing in this Motion, that can bar an Enquiry, or 
pie?ent a Cenfore : There is not the leaft Mention made of 
aoy late Meafare, nor fo much as a Reference to any Part of 
oar paft Condn& ; and as for the Implications the noble 
Bake has been pleaied to fuppofe, I cannot think there is the 
leaft Gfoand to apprehend, that any fach will be made, ei- 
tiler abroad or at home^ Sorely, from onr acknowledging 
tlie Wiidom of a Refolution, no Man will conclude^ that 
we ddnk it has been already parfued : On the contrary^ it is 
foitflalling, if I may {o exprefi myfelf, the Judgment of 
tbis Hottie, and previously cenfuring the Condudl of dw Mi- 
taStaSf . if upon Enqcury it fhould appear, that this Refolution 
was not taken as foon, and purfued as vigorouOyj as our Cir- 
tomftances wonld admit. 

TheOhjeAion made to the next Paragraph of the neble 
htt^t Motion muft appear very eKtraoidinary, to one who 
toftfiders what has been afbially done by a neighbouring 
Power. When I fay this^ my Lords, every pne that'heairs 
BK, moft fiippofe, I mean the Frenclf j They have- lately fent 
two Si|iudrans to the Weft-Indies^ without any apparent 
^aSsA for fo doing s No Man, I believe, fuppofes they 
wooki have pnt themfelves to this Expence for nothing i or 
^t it was done merely with a Defign to exercife their Sea« 
>^' lihall not fo mndf as pretend to guefs what was their 
iMgn^bat it is highly^probable, either that they deiigned 
to join openly wfth our Enemies again!!: us, if they found an 
Ojn^rtQBity, by fo doing, ta do us a Mifehief, or that they 
iBteoded, by Ending thefe Squadrons thither, to bully and 
ir^hten Os 6'om proiecutittg the War properly and vigoroufly 
in that Part of the World j and in either Cafe, can wie be 
^ tohoaft or heQor, when we aiTure his Majefty, that we 
will ftand by and fupport him againft any Power that ihaU 
attempt to prefcribe or limit the Operations of the War a- 
gainft his and oar Enemies ? Does not fueh a DeeUration 
'^lally arife from the Circuroiiance I have mentioned ? As 
tm»Gircamftaaae is known to the whole World, would not 
I74<>« Q,qq out 
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Anno i4.Geo.n.^ur negledling to make fuch a Declaration,- efpedaliy as his 
1740. Majelly has mentioned it in his Speech, betray a fiu't oi 
\ ■" ^^m I Fear, which might be of the moft dangerous Confequence in 
the prefent Situation, not only of this Nation, but of Eu- 
rope in general ? 

With regard to the Engagements this Nation may be un- 
der, for maintaining the Balance and Liberties of Europe^ I 
. de not know, my Lords, that any of them have been of late 
Years negleded j but fuppofmg they have, it can be no Ob- 
je£lion to what the noble Lord - has propofed on that Head : 
We are not thereby to affirm^ that they have been ftri^yy 
adhered to, nor can* iany fuch Thing be implied from what 
he propofes. We may hereafter enquire into this Affair, we 
may cenfure, we may puniih, notwithftanding any thing 
contained in the Addrefs he propoies. If there has been 
any Negleft, our declaring, that we ' will ftand by and fup- 
port his Majelly in all fuch Engagements, will prevent the 
like in time to come ; and the Death of the late Emperor 
renders it neceflary for us to make fuch a Declaration, as 
foon as poflible, in order to confirm the Refolutions of tho^, 
who are naturally Friends to the Liberties of Europe, and to 
ohviate the Defigns of thofe, whofe continual Aim has, far 
many Years, been to overturn them. 

As to the ObjeAion made to the laft Paragraph of the 
noble Lord's Motion, I cannot think the noble Duke was &- 
rious when he made it. Our wifhing can neither prevent 
nor interrupt our a£ting : Therefore^ your Lordfhips toBiy tlas 
Day wiih Succefs to his Maje{!y''s Enterprizes, and to-mor- 
row, or at the fame time, if you pleaie, you may begin «o 
contribute by your Actions towards rendering them ^cc^*> 
ful. In my Opinion, the beft Thing yon can do, is to con- 
vince the World, that there is a perfeft Harmony fubiifling 
between his Majelly and his Parliament ; that the Briti^ 
Nation will concur with his Majesty in a vigorous ProfecatioB, 
not only of the prefent War,, but of any other War his Ma- 
jefiy may be neceffarily engaged in, for maintaining the Ba» 
lance and Liberties of Europe ; and that we will carefully a- 
void every thing, that may occafion any Diviiion, Heat or 
Animofity amongfl ourfelves : Thefe wMl, I think^ be the 
JBffefts of our agreeing to the fecond Motion ; and as the 
contrary will, in my Opinion, be the Efiedls of our agreeing 
to the firft, therefore I (hall be for fetting it afide, by means 
of the previous Quellion^ in-order that we may agree to^the 
iecond Motion. 

Lord CartereK 

tj^ Qdfiiret My Lordsjp 

I beg Pardon for troubling your Lordfhips a fecond time 

upon this Occaiion : I now rUe up only to explain ibme 

f things 
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things I fadd before, and to endeavour to fet your LordihjpsA1ufo74.Oeo.fl. 
right, as to fome FaAs that feem to be contelled, or rather 1740. 
mifanderftood. The Cuflom of returning a particular Anfwer 
in oar Addrefs, to every thing mentioned in the Speech froni 
the Throne. I ihall admit was firil introduced in the Admi- 
niftration of the Duke of Mar/iorpugb a,nd Earl oiGoddiphinji 
and from this Inflance we may fee, how cautious we ought 
to be of introducing any Cuflom under a good Adminiilration, 
that ought not to be followed under a bad : fiut this Cuflom 
wa* not introduced at the ytry Beginning of that Admini« 
ilratibB, or at the Beginning of the War ; and therefore the 
Caaie of its being introduced may be, and was, I believe, 
very different from what thenoble Lord who fpoke lail, has 
been jdeafed to reprefent. If ever there was occaiion to tef- 
tify a perfedl Harmony between the Sovereign and the Par- 
liameoty by a long particular Addrefs at the Beginning of the 
Sefli(Hi, it was apon the Acceflion of the late Queen, or at the 
Beginning of the firfl Parliament after her AcceiTion, and yet 
upon both thefe Occafions, we iind the Addrefs of this Houfe 
was yety ihort and very general ; therefore, it is plain, we 
mv& look for another Reafon for this Cuftom ; and if we at- 
tend to the many glorious Vidlories and repeated SuccefTes 
thb Nadoa was blefled with, under that wile and vigorous 
Ada^iilratioa, we may eafily £nd it. 

The true Reafon, my Lords, was, we were ib very much 
dated wkh the Succefs of our Arms^ and with the Trophies 
whi<^ every focceeding Campaign added to thofe of the {qT'* 
mer, that we went a little too far in (hewing oar Gratitude 
and CoBipkifance to that brave General, who conduced t)ur 
Anmes abroad, and that confnmmate Statefman, who fe-> 
Goaded his Endeavours^ by a mofl prudent Condudl of our 
Atfaks at home. By this means, we introduced the Cuflom 
of sudcing every Year an exprefs or implied Panegyric upon 
the Cond«^ of our Miniders, byway of Addrefs of Thanks 
far che SoveFeign's mod gracious Speech from the Throne^ 
without forefeeingy that every future Adminiflration would 
daisft' the feme Complaifance, tho* not at all deferving of the 
iame Gratkude. That Adminiflration, my Lords, had foqie 
Reafon^ from their continual Flow of Succefs, to expe£l a 
ibrt of implicit Faith, or blind Complaifance from Parliament. 
They ddenred our Confidence, becaufe they had the Confi- 
dence ^ all our Friends and Allies, and were the Terror of 
oar Enomies. But where are the Vidlories, where are the 
Trophies onr prefent Miniiler has to boafl of? Can we truil 
to the Condnd of a Miniiler, who, by his own Confeffionp 
Jifts ftript OS of nctj Ally } Can we put Confidence in a 
1740, Qj^ q a . Mai;^ 
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Anne t4.G«o Il>Maa, who, by mHcondodting our Affkirs» has ricsidered u» 
1740. ^ the Pity of our Fi i<nds^ and the Contempt of our Enemies I 
Thus your Lordfliips muil fee, that what was the true Rea- 
(bn for introducing this Cu&om^ is now very fitf from being 
a Reafon for continuii^ it. I (hall gsant, my Lords, that 
a perfedi Harmony between King and Parliament has al- 
ways hitherto given Weight to the King's Counfels abroad; 
b))t from whence did this proceed-? It proceeded firom the 
Parliament's fpeaking the Language of the People ) for if 
ever a Parliament, by Corruption or any other Mpunh ibould 
"begin to fpeak the Language of Mintfters, without Regard 
to the Sentiments of the People, a good Harmony betwtea 
King and Parliament will then have no Authority at liQOfte» 
and confequently can have no more ESs^ abroad^ (ihan a 
good Harmony between the King and his Miniftens, I was 
going to fay his Footmen ; for a Minifler that is hatcid Ipf 
the People, is in a more precarious Situation, and mjA be 
more dependent, than any of tl^ King's Footmfll. Lot us 
then confider what is the Language of the Pe^le, A Par- 
liament.may force a Change of MimHers 1 b^t it .CMoot 
force a Change of Sentiments among the People ; AU the 
Compliments we can make, will never prevail with the 
People to put a Confidence in a Minifter they hat^; and de* 
fpife ; fuch Compliments will only involve us in his IgpiOBU* 
ny, and likewife, L muft think, in his Quilt. U we con.- 
fider this, my Lords, we flmll begin this Seffion widian Ear 
ouiry into, the lat^ Condu£l of our public Affiurs ; sMd if »« 
Bave a mind to do ^s, furely we flu)a]d avoid Jayiog any 
tiiiing in our Addrefs, that may, by any fort of Jm^ikMoo^ 
look like an Approbation of that CondudtiKe JPluy» per- 
Jiaps, in a Week or two, find it neceilary |o .cettfure. To 
'applaud and^enfure in the fame Seifion, would be -fiidi. aa 
Inconfiilency in the Behaviour of this Honfc^ as wouU de* 
ftroy that Charader, which we muft pr^ferve jamoipg the 
People, if we have a mind to be ferviceable to our Soveiseigsi, 
6r ufeful to our Country. 

My Lords, we muft enquire ; the wh<& Kingdom tx- 
pe6b it at oar Hands ; if we do not, these will be tt^ Ixl" 
inuatlons m^de againft the Dignity and Honour of <this 
llouie, both at home and abroad. Fpr (l^s YI9iy Reafon 
vve ought to agree to the noble Duke's Motion^ ui ocdcr 
to fatisfy the People, as foon as poflible, that 19 this S^Soa 
we will do our Ihity : It is a Djuty we owe 10 oujr SoveresgD, 
as well as his People. II this Propofition is reM^ ^^ f^ 
^de by the previous Q^e{bon^ I (hdl look upcya it ai I^Rc- 
fiifal of any Enquiry, and therefore J[ muft ia. my own Via* 

dication proteH. In the gloriois and fuccefsful AdipUMftra- 

t. • ••' 
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tioB diat'lias been wentioiied, tho* the MiQifters were willing^ Aooo i4.Geo. li- 
as all MiiubOben are, to accept of all tBe Panegyrics the ^7¥^* 
faiSaMDent was willing to beftow, yet, being cohrcipus of 
their own Imocence, daey were too wife to oppofe or en- 
Aaroar tp evade ah Enquiry. There was then no mutual 
GDmpa/A between a Minifter and his Tools, to protect one 
aaother a^inft an impartial parliamentary Enqurrv ; and 
therefere, in the Year J 707, when a Complaint, was brought 
into this' liouieagainft the Admiralty, and an Enquiry into 
the Cbndod of that Board moved for, tho* Trince Gforgg 
hiaifelf was then at the Head of the Admiralty, yet the 
Minsters were (o far frcon oppofing, that they promoted an 
Eaqdry. A Committee was accordingly appointed, and a 
ihi& Soquity carried on, whereupon it was found, that the 
Vimofs Coanal had been gtiilty of great Negledb, with 
Mgani to the appointing of^Cruizers and Convoys for pro- 
te^is^ oik Trade ; for which, and for feveral other Neg- 
leds ^d Mifdemeanbrs alledged againft them, they were 
xemovcd from that Board, without fo much as an Attempt 
made by the Minivers, either to fcreen them from being 
fBDod guilty, or to proted them after they were. 

This, ray Lords, was the Conduct of thofe two wife and 

great Mimfteis, the Dake of Marlbot-ougb and Earl of 

Gtii^tbin : They were not only wife, but they were inno- 

oeat ; ibr if they had not, if they had been concerned with 

their UjKbrlmgs in ai^ dirty Jobbs, or if their Underlings 

had been priry to any of their dirty Jobbs, they mufl hav# 

poteAed them. To a MiniAer confcious of his Guilty the 

voy-Meiition of an Enquiry is frightful : Let it begin where 

itwili^ he is afrkid of its coming to him at laH ; therefore, 

«hen tliese arifes a general Discontent in the Nation, it is 

JM Prafiifl4>ticHi in Favour of a prime MiniHer, if he make^ 

afe «f ail his Anthority in Parliament to prevent an Enquiry 

joto the CaoTes of that Diibontent. Popular Difcontents 

can never wfe without fome Foundation ; They are often 

occaiioned by the Mifcondudt or Avarice of Underlings ; 

bnt if the Chief has really no Share in the Guilt, he will 

be for a ftri^ Enquiiy, that his own Conduft may be juf- 

tified, and the Blame laid on thofe that deferve it. 

We mnft not only enqdre into our paft Conduft, my 
Lqrfs, but we muft coniider OQr future Condud, in order 
JBO jive his Majefty fuch Advice as nuLj be proper at this 
oitical and important Conjun^urp. I have not learned from 
dd fiodcSy but in this Houfe I have learned, from as able 
}idget atever fat here ; from my Lord Haltifax, my Lord 
Mmen^ my Lord Canvter^ I have learned that we fit here in 
^tkv^Qioacities: We £t here as a Icgiflative Council, as a 
' ^ • ' ^* ' lurifdi^vp 
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AnDo T4.Ce0.Il. jorifdi^ve Cooncif; ind as the great CouncS- of State. In 
^740. this laft Capacity we oaght to girc oar Advice to our So- 
vereign upon all important Occaiions ; and for this Parpoie 
we ought to enquire into, and be made acquainted with the 
State of our public Affairs. Oar exerting ourfelves in this 
Capacity will add Weight to all his Majefty^s Meafures. If 
other Councils have brought our Condu£fc into Difrepate, 
this Hoafe*s interpofing wiU retrieve our Credit. All Europf 
knows what we ought and can do ; if we have not done it, 
the Interpoiition t)f this Houfe will convince the Powers a^ 
broad, that we ihall now begin to do what- we ought. 
Whereas, if we continue to applaud and put an entire Con^ 
£dence in a Minifter^ whofe ConduA they can put no Con- 
fidence in^ they will expe6l on our Part, the fame pufillani- 
itious and unfteady Condudl in Time to come, which they 
haye experienced in Time paft ; and this will prevent their 
entering into Engagements with his Majeily, or giving Ear 
to any thine he may propofe. 

My Lords, we have in this Debate heard a great deal of 
a>perfedt Harmony between the King and his Parliament, 
aind the good Elfe^ls it may produce ; but \i thofe Lords 
would fpeak their Mhid plainly, I believe they mean a pcr^* 
ft€t Harmony between the King*s Minifters and his ParHa^ 
roent, and this 'can at prefent, in my Opinion, produce no 
good Effect, becaufe there appears to be no good Harmony 
between them and the King's People, nor between them 
and thofe Powers upon, the Continent, who are the King's 
proper and natural Allies. I fhoold be glad to know^ how 
our enquiring into, or cenfnring the Condudl pf a Mtnifkr, 
can interrupt the Harmony between the Kin^ and his Parlia* 
ment ;' I kj?ow if has done fo iii former Reigns, when the 
King attempted to fcrecn a guilty Minifter from the Juffice 
of Parliament ; but (urely none of yoiu: l.ordfliips will fup- 
pofe any fuch Thing oi his prefent Majefty ; therefore our 
cenfuring, and much'Ws our refuiing to approve the Con* 
du^ of any Miniiter, can no way interrupt that Harmony, 
which fubfills, and, I hope, will always fubiifl; between his 
prefent MajeHy and his Parliament. On the contrary, it 
will eftablilh and confirm that Harmony, which now fub^ 
£& between his Mftjefty and hisPajrliament, and it will re- 
ffore that Confidence, which we ought to preferve amongft 
thofe who arc our natural Allies ; therefore, if there were no 
Olher Reafon for our altering the Method of addreffing we 
h:ave of late Years fallen into, I fhould be for it on this 
Qccafion, in order to convince the Powers abroad, that tmi 
Houfe will not be dire^ed or didlated to by. a Mipiiier^ 
ijrhofe Condudl they think they have fufiicient Caufe to miC- 
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fruft j and this of itfelf is a moft prevalent Reafoti with me Anno 14. Ge<s\U 
for agredng to the noble Duke's « MoUon, beoanfe I am ^7-^^ 
well 5[and, it was neither. diredled nor dieted by the Mi- 

As for the other Motion, my Lords, it has ib much of 
the minifterial Tom in it, that I*very machfufpe^ (bme Mi- 
aider had a Hand in drawing it ap: and I am very much 
forprized to hear the.karaed Lord that '^oke laik, wbofe 
ICnoivledge in the Dodrine of Innuendo's is not to be que- 
ftioned : 1 fay^ I am farpriaed to hear him aver, chat it does 
notfomach as imfAy an Approbation of the Minifier's Con- 
dud. We are to acknowledge the Wifdomof the Minifter*s 
Molatioa to pMifecnte the War in the moft proper Places, 
aid in the moft vigoroos and effectual Manner : innuendo. 
That h^ has adaally taken fuch a Refolation, that he has 
talcen it as fooa as the Circumlbnces of onr AfFdirs watdd 
pcnnity and that he will profecate it with £€e^. We are 
to acknowledge the Wifdom of his refolviog not to be di- 
verted or deterred from purfuing thofe Meafures : Innuen- 
do, That he has nqt hitherto allowed himfelf to be diverted 
or deterred. We are to declare, that we will fupport him in 
adiKring ta the Engagements he has entered into, for main« 
tainiig the Bafcmce and Liberties of Europe ,^ Innuendo, 
Tiiat he h&a never entered iqto any Engagements, bat foch 
as wcfe prqpec for this Purpofe, and that bs has honourably 
hitherto adhered to all thofe Engagements. Thefelnnuenda's 
arefbobvioas, that I am perfuaded they will be laid hold 
of by the Minifter's Friends, at leaft without doors, for fi- 
kodiig all thofe that compkin of his Condud ; and as I am 
rery far from being convinced of the Truth of any one of 
them, I camaot agree to an Addrefs, that will admit of fiieh 
ionoendo's. 

With re^d to the French Squadrons failing to the fFefi- 
hdiesj It has, my Lords, been already obforved, that we 
kve no parliamentary Knowledge of the Fad ; but if we 
bad, las Majefty has already moft wifely taken . the . proper 
Notice of that Incident, by fending a Squadron thitiwr, 
ftt£cient for preventing their being able to Umit his Opera- 
tioas of War ; which, I am fure, will have a. mncih greater 
Efie^, than any Words we can make ufe of. 

From all which) my Lords, it is evident, that thefecpfid 
Motion, as the learned Lord obierved of ehe £rft, contains 
too nmch ; and, I thtnk» it is as plain, that it contains too 
httie; for it fays notiiing of our defigning to eater upon any 
^airy, or to give any Advice to his Majeily, whkh is a 
declaration I tlonk moft necefiary to be made upon thiaOc- 
C3&on, in order fio ^uiet the Minds of the People^ and to 
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Anao14.Gco.ll. regain die Confidence of oar Friends upon the Conttnenf. 
1740. This DefeA I am not, indeed, much forprized at ; but 
L« I «^»^ -i^there is another, which I am furprized the Miniftcr, or any 
Friend of the Miniiler, fhouid have overlook'd. I mean^ 
that of not congratulating his Majefty on his &fe Return to 
his Regal Dominions : This is really a Defed in good Man- 
tters, as well as in the Regard we ought to (hew to our So- 
vereign } and it is the more enormous, eonfidering the good 
Efiedts the whole Nation felt from his fafe Return. During 
his Absence, our warlike Operations ieemed to be at a 
Stand, or rather we feemM to be in Sufpence, whether we 
jhould profecntc the War or no ; but immediately after his 
. Return, that Fleet which had lain fb l<mg upon our Coaft, 
at a great Expence to the Nation, fomettmes for want of 
a fair Wind, (bmetimes for want of proper Proviiions, and 
fometimes for want of failing Orders, proceeded upon its 
intended Voyage to the WeftllniUs ; where, I am convinoed^ 
it will be made a proper Ufe of by the Admiral we have 
there, if hebe laid under no Check, that may limit or dif- 
appoint his honeft and brave Intentions. 
Lord Hervty, 
My Lords, - 

lord Btn;ey, ^ ^ cannot propofe to fay much more, or better than 
what has been faid by other Lords, who have fpoke before 
me in, this Debate, I (hall trouble your Loni(hips with on- 
. ly a few Obfervations upon the two Motions. Among o* 
then, there is this Difierence between the two, that the 
firft is. found Fault with, and ieveral Amendments ofiered 
to it, even by thofe Lords who have fpoke in its Farour ; 
whereas no Objedlkm has been made to the iecond by any 
one Lord, who has fpoke in its Favour } therefore^ I think 
your Lordflups, in order to iave Hme, had better chafe the 
iecond Motion, which may be agreed to without Amend- 
ment, than to chufe the firil, which, it is oonfeffi^ hj 
both Sides, cannot be agreed to without feveral Amend- 
ments. As to the Objedion made to the iecond Motion, 
* that it implies an Approbation of the ConduA of the MiniP 
ters, I do not think there is the leafl Foundation for it ; and 
this, I think, every one of yomr LoniHhips may convince 
himfelf of, by fuppofing the Houft entered into an Enqui- 
ly, and omfidering whether he wonl4 think himfelf tied 
up firom cenfuring our late Condud, by any Words con- 
tained in the Addreis propofed by the feeoad Motion. For 
my own Part, I am fure I fhould not, and therefore I (hall 
Mi be for agreeing to this Motion, and then, if your 
Lordfhips pleafe, I (hall be for entering upon an Enquiry 
into any Part of our late Conduct, and fhall think myfolf as 
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free to cenfore, if I think it oaght to be oeofuredy aa'^my Aaoo r4«Oeo.IX. 
Lord that oppofed this Motion. . ^ iZ?^ 

The fecond Motion therefore, my Lords, if we, chufeit, 
can give us noTroable, nor take up much of. our Time; 
whereas, if we chafe thefii^, if we do not fet it afuie. by 
the previoos Qaeftiofl, before we can agree, to it, we nuliil 
iet about amending it : About thefe Ampidments we may 
have new Debates, which will take up a great deal of Time^ 
aod raiiil of courfe give us a great deal of Trouble ; fisr 
farely your Lordfhips would not agree to the firfl; Motion, 
till after you had fome Way altered the Words, " To which 
" all other Councils are fubordinate and accountable;'* be- 
caofe thefe Words would, in my Opinion, neceiTarily breed 
a Qaarrel between the two Houfes. I am very well con- 
vinced, the noble Duke did not mean to include the other 
Houfe , under thefe general Wor<is; but, my Lords, we mult 
DOtconfider what hjs Meaning was, or what Senfe we t^Mnk ^ 

ought to be put upon them ; we muft confider what the other 
Hoale will think of them ; and their Jealoufy will, I am 
perfuaded, fuggeft to them, that we meant by thefe Words, 
to lay a Precedent for eftablifhing fome Sort of Jurifdidtion 
over their Aflembly; therefore your Lordfliips muft expedl,' 
they will not patiently bear with your making ufe of fuch a 
goeral £xprefIion. 

M this is not the only Amendment we muil make to the 
M Motion. Thofe who have fpoke in its Favour have al- 
loived, that it is defcdive, with regard to the prefent Cir- 
cumftances of Europe^ and the War his Majefly may pofiibly 
be engaged in on that Account ; therefore we muft here like- 
wife make fome Amendments ; and perhaps others may oc-> 
cur, when we come to confider it more narrowly. In fhort, 
my Lords, I am quite indifferent, which of the Motions 
yoa agree to, provided the firft, if you chufe it, be proper- 
ly amended before you agree to it ; but as our chufing the 
fecond will fave a great deal of Trouble and Time, there- 
fore I Ihall be for fetting the firft afide, by means of the 
previous Queftion, in order to come at the fecond. 
Lord Bathurft. 
My Lords, 
The noble Lord who fpoke laft, has obferved a DifFcrenccLord Batburjf. 
between the two Motions, which, in my Opinion, is rather 
a Difference between the Speakers of one Side, and the 
Speakers of the other, than a Difference between the Moti- 
ons themfelves. I (hall grant, ^that thofe who have fpoke ^ 
for, or feem to favour the fecond Motion, are more unani- ^ 
moos, as they generally are, amongft themfelves, than thofe 
H'hohave fpoke for, or feem to i&vour the firft j but this is 
740' R r r nQ 
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Aiinox4.Geo. IL no Argument for the fecond Motion^s being better, or mon; 
' 740- corredl than the firft 5 becaufe thofe that are in the Wrong 
"" may be, and often are, more unanimous than thofe that are 

in the Right. The fecond Motion, therefore, can claim no 
Preference from the Unanimity of its Advocates ; but I will 
obferve to your Lordfhips a real Difference between the two 
Motions, and a Difference, which demondrabJy gives the 
Preferente to the firft. 

The Difference, my Lords, is this : The fecond Motion 
3s fo bad, that ObjefUons have been made to every Para- 
graph of it except the firfl:, which thanks his Majefty for 
his Speech from the Throne > whereas the firft Motion has 
in tlie main been 2^{^auded, even by thofe who have fpoke 
againU it ; and no ObjefUon made, but only to a few ugly 
Words in one Place, and the Want of a few pretty Words 
in another ; therefore it is evident, the firft Motion is in 
the main better than the fecond. Now, if I add the pretty 
Words defired, and leave out the ugly Words obje^ed to, 
I am perfuaded the noble Duke will agree to what I pro- 
pofe, and then I hope we fhall unanimoufly agree to his Mo- 
tion ; which Unanimity will be an Advantage, as has b€«n 
acknowledged, and feems to be defired, by thofe who have 
fpoke upon the other Side of the QuefUon. 

I fhall therefore, my Lords, propofe to add, at the End 
of the fecond Paragraph of the noble Duke's Motion, thefe 
Words, ** Or in any other War in which he maybe necef- 
farily engaged, for maintaining the Balance and Liberties 
of Europe y On the Event of the late Emperor^s Death.'* 
This will obviate the Objection of the -Motion's containing 
too little ; and as to the Objection of its containing too much, 
the only Words found fault with are theie, ** To which all 
*^ other Councils are fubordinate and accoontable ; ^ which 
Words, as they fbmd in a Pa.renthefis, I propofe, fhall be 
entirely left out. Thus, my Lords, I think, I have obvi- 
ated every Objedtion that has been made to this Motion ; 
and therefore, unlefs your Lordfhips have fomething elfe in 
View,, than merely to acknowledge your Loyalty and Fide- 
lity to his Majefty, I hope you will unanimoufly agree to this 
Motion thus amended. 

, By this your Lordfhips will fave a great deal of Trouble 
and Time ; for if you fhould fet a^de this Motion by 
means of the previous Qoeftion^ you cannot fuppofe, that 
the fecond Motion, after fo many and fuch ftrong Objedti- 
€ns have been made to it, will be agreed to without fome 
Amendments being offered, which wiil of courfe introduce 
a new Debate. Nay, I do not think, that thofe who are 
its greateft Advocates, can agree to it, without inferting 
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fome Words for congratulating his Majefty upon his fafe Re- Anno 14.Geo.Il. 
tarn to his Regal Dominions. 1740. 

Lord Gower. ^^w** " "^ 

My Lords, 

As I have carefully attended to this Debate, and in par- Lord C7fiwtfr, 
ticular to the Objections that have been made to the noble 
Duke's Motion, I think, as it is now amended, the Objedlions 
are all removed; and therefore, if your Lordfliips do not 
now agree to it, ,J ihall think you have fome fecret Reafon, 
which has not been yet exprelTed, and from hence I fhafl 
fufpe^t, that fome of your Lordikips not only look upon the 
Addrefi propofed by the noble Lord, as an Approbation of 
the Mmiiln'^s Conduct, but that you intend it as fuch, and 
as a Bar to any future Enquiry or (Jenfure. And indeed, as all - 
Speeches from the Throne are fuppofed, in this Houfe, to 
be the Speech of the Minifter, and as, confequently, our 
Addrefs by way of Anfwer to that Speech, muft be coniider- 
ed as an Anfwer to the Minifter, I muft think, it would not 
ihew a thorough Coniiftency in our Behaviour, to cenfure or 
punilh a Minifter, after having returned him fuch a pretty, 
fmooth Anfwer in the beginning of the Seftion. The noble 
Doke's Motion looks fpmething like what the Minifter 
may exped, and I am fure, what we ought to make him 
expe&, from this Aftembly ; therefore, if that Motion be 
thrown out by a Majority, I fhall expert, and the whole 
Nation with me will exped^, that the fame Majority will 
throw out every thing that can be offered towards an Enqui- 
ry ; and how dangerous* this may be, at this Jundure, £ 
fhall leave to your Lordftiips to judge ; for a good Harmo- 
ny between the King and Parliament will fignify but little, 
if it be known abroad, as it will be, that the People are 
generally difcontented, that the Parliament fpeaks nothing / 

but the Language of the Minifter, and that their fpeakirig 
fuch Language has raifed the Difcontents of the People 
almoft to Madnefs. 

My Lords, I attended with the more Care to the ObjeAi- 

ons made to the noble Duke^s Motion, becaufe, when I 

firft heard it, I was fo well pleafed with it, that I thought 

no Exception could be reafonably taken to any Part of it ; 

and J muft fay, t am ftill of the fame Opinion. Howev9r^ 

for the fake of Unanimity, 1 approve of the Amendments 

my noUe Friend has^ propofed ; but I was furprized to hear 

it fo much as fuppofed, that the other Houfe would find fault 

with our iaying, *' That all other Councils are fubordinate 

*' and accountable to this ; '* or that they would imagine 

themfelves included in thefe general Words. I never heard 

of the other Hoafe*8 being called a Council, either in our 
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Annoi4.Geo.n. ^^^ Books or cur new, or by any Man in the Kingdom .tha|t 
1740. ' ui^derflood >^hat he faid. The other Houfe is one of the 
Branches of our Legiflature : They arc the great Inqueft of 
the Nation ; and as fuch, they are accountable to none ; 
but I ntver heard, that they were called, or that they call-* 
ed themfelves a Council ; and therefore^ ihould we make 
ufe of this Exprejfion, I am convinced the other Houfe would 
take no notice of it ; unlefs we fuppofe them under the Di- 
reftion of a Minifler, and in that, Cafe, indeed, \f he per- 
ceived this Houfe inclined to make a flrifl and impartial 
Enquiry into his Conduit, he might, and probably would, 
prevail with the other Houfe to lay hold of any Handle for 
puttipg a Stop to that Enquiry) but as even this Danger is 
removed, by leaving out the Words objeded to, and as the 
I>fe6l complained of is removed by the Words my noble 
Friend has added, I can now fee no Reafon for our not 
agreeing with the noble Duke^s Motion, unlefs it be, be- 
caufe we are very fure it was not didlated by the Minifler, 
which with me is a ftrong Reafon for approving it. 

The previous Queftion being thpn put, it paffed in the 
Negative; Contents 38. Not Contents 66. by which tKc 
Motion made by the Duke of Argyle was fet ^ide ; where- 
upon the QuefHon was of courfe propofed, to agr^ to the 
Motion made by Lord Ha^erjham ; and upon this, the Earl 
of Abingdon flood up, and moved, by way of Amendment, 
to infert in that Motion, immediately before the laH Para- 
graph, thefe Words, wk. " And as a farther Proof of our 
Duty and AiFedion to his Majefly*s facred Perfbn, Rpyal 
Family, and Government, to aflure him, that we will 
exert ourfelves in our high Capacity of hereditary great 
Council of the Crown, in fudi a Manner as may befl tend 
to the promoting the true Intereil of his Majeily and our 
Country, in this critical Jundlure.*' But this Motion be< 
ing difagreed to without any Debate, the Motion made by 
the Lord Ha'verjham was agreed to without Amendment \ 

on which Occaiion was entered the following Protefts. 

» ■'"■'•• - ' ■ ■ 

J)ij[fent{enU 

Macclesfield, 

I. Becaufe we conceive, that s^ Motion of this Nature 
ought not to have been laid afide by the previous Queflion ; 
'but we apprehend it would have been more coniiftent with 
the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe to have paffed it in 
the Affirmative, fmce it contained the fbongeft AfTurances 
of our Duty to his Majeily, and of our Zeal to fupport hii^ 
with our Lives and Fortunes in the Prpfecution of (his jufl 
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and neceffary Warj moreover, it had been ttoiverf^y ^. A4iDoi4,GeQ.l|, 

lowed in the Debate, that the ancient Ufage of this Houfe ^ '74© 

was to retam immediately a general Addrefs of Thanks only 

for the Speech from the Throne, and to appoint a future 

Day for taking the faid Speech into Confideration : By which 

wife Method of . Proceeding, this Houfe had an Opportunity 

of forming their Judgment and offering their Advjce to the 

Crown, upon the feveral Matters contained in the Speech 

after due Enquiry and mature Deliberation. 

'2. Becaufe, tho' the Speech from the Throne is in Parlia- 
ment jullly confidered as the A61 of his Miniilers, yet a 
Motion pre-concerted, if not drawn by themfelves, echoing 
back the Particulars of the Speech, is, as we conceive, a 
modem Expedient to procure a precipitate Approbation of 
Meafures which might not be approved upon better Confidera- 
tion. It was indeed alledged in the Debate, in fupport'of this 
Pradice, that it was introduced during the late War, in the 
Adminiilration of the late Earl of GMpbin ; but we fhould 
alfb confider the Reafon of it, (we heartily wifh we had now 
the fame) that the Zeal of the Houfe was then every Year 
'animated hy the glorious SuccefTes of the Queen's Arms un- 
der the Command of the Duke of Marlborough, And tha' it 
is always admitted that thefe hafly AddreSes do not pre- 
clude the Houfe from future Enquiries or Cenfures; yet 
ihould Cenfures, in Confequence of fuch Enquiries, become 
necefTary, they would produce an Inconfiflency between the 
£ril Addrefs and the fubiiequent Refolutions, and argue a Le- 
vity highly unbecoming the Wifdom and Dignity of this 
Houfe. . 

3. Becaufe pne Part of this Motiooi, the Congratulation 
upon his Majefly's fafe Return to his Regal Dominions, could 
be liable to no ObjedUon, but fcemed at this Time peculiarly 
feafonable, iince it was evident to the whole Kingdom, the 
Sailing of the Pleet, which had been delayed fo long, was 
the. immediate EfFed^ of his happy Return. 

4. Becaufe we conceive, tha.t our afluring his Majeily that 
we would exert ourfelves in our high Capacity of hereditary 
great Council of the Crown, would have given Encourage- 
ment to his Allies, Confidence to his Armies, and Satisfac- 
tion tp his Subjeds, efpecially in this critical Cbnjun^turie^ 
wherein the Advice of this Hpuie is more than ever necef- 
fary, iince by the Inaction of this laft Year in all Parts (ex- 
cept wherein Admiral Vernon commanded) notwithftanding 
the vaf): Fleets and Armies maintained at {q immenfe a 
Charge, this jufl and neceifary War feems hitherto to have 
been carried on by the fame Spirit and Advice which fo long 

d^Iay'd the entering into it; aqd we cpnceive that tl)e 
' ' • ' ........ ^^^^ 
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Amoi4.Gco.I!. ftrifteft Enquiries into fuch Condaftare the moft probable 
>74o* Means of redreffing our Grievances at Home, and bringing 
*^**V""*^ the War Abroad to a fpeedy and happy Conclufion. 

Buccleugh, StanhopCf Hallifax^ Chejlerfield^ Bridgwater, 
Winchelfea and Nottingham^ Beaufort ^ Litchfield^ Talbot., 
Willoughhy de Brook, Greenmiichy Carteret, Sbaftshury, 
Clifton^ Ha^verjham^ Carlijle, Denbigh, Bathurji, Cra- 
•ven, Thanet, Go'wer, Aylesford^ 

Then it* was propofed to infert in the fecond dated Quedi- 
on, immediately before the lafl Paragraph, the Words of the 
firft QueiUon, except thofe in the Parenthefis, 'vi%, " To 
*' which all other Councils are fubordinate and accountable/* 
Which being objeded to, the Queflion was put. Whether 
thofe Words ihall be inferted/ 

It was reiblved in the Negative. * 

Content 35 J » 

Not Content 62 \ 

Dijfentieni, 
Becaufe when thefe Words made Part of the Queftion firift 
moved, they were allowed by every Lord^ who fpoke in the 
Debate, to be proper and unexceptionable, and the following 
Parenthcfis only (" To which all other Councils are fubor- 
dinate and accountable^*) was objeded to, as liable to a Mif- 
conlh-udion in another Houfe; we cannot therefore but be 
furprized, that when this Queflion, freed from that Shadow 
of an Objedlion, ^as we conceive) was ofSsteA as an Amend- 
ment to the Motion for an Addrefs, it fhould have been re* 
jeded ; and the more fo» fince the Negative pafTed upon it 
jnay be conftrued to imply, what we are perfuaded no Lord 
in this Houfe can intend, (whatever others may wifh) ** a Re- 
** folution not to enquire, advife, or cenfure, even tho' juft 
** Sufpicions, imprudent Councils, or criminal Meafures 
•* ihould require it.'* 

Subfcribed, ^c, as before. 

The Addrefs was as follows. 
Mofl gracious Sovereign, 
A^refi of WJ E your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjeas, the 

jhuik%. yy LqpJj Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament affem- 

bled, beg Leave to return your Majefty our humble Thanks 
for your moft gracious Speech from the Throne. 

The Refolutien which your Majefty is pleafed to exprefs, 
for carrying on this juft and neceflary War, in the moft pro- 
per Places, and in the moft vigorous and effedtual Manner, 
is fo agreeable to your Roy^ Wifdom, as well as to the 
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anited Dcfircs of your People, that it /ills our H&ttt WithAimo t4.0eoJ^ 

the mofi grateful Sentiments. As the iVeft- Indies has been i74o- 

the Scene of the moft outrageous Depredations and Violences, ' 

committed hj the Spaniards upon your Majefly's Subjedts ; 

we hope and trtift, that, by the Blefling of God on your 

Majefty's Councils and Arms, this Nation will, in thofe Parts 

more efpecially, obtain that juf): Satisfaction for pail Injuries^ 

and efib&ual Security for their Navigation and Commerce 

fi>r the future, which have hitherto been refufed, contrary 

to the Faith of the moft folemn Treaties. 

We muft ever acknowledge it, amongft the many Inftanctfi 
of your Majefty's Firmnefe, and true Greatnefs of Mind, 
that you have not fuffered any Incidents whatfoever, to di- 
vert or deter you from thefe Meafures : And we doubt not 
bat your Enemies will foon be convinced, that the Security 
of your Majef^'s Government at home, muft be llfengthened 
in the Afiedlions and Support of your People ; whilft your 
Squadrons are fent to diftant Parts of the World, as well for 
maintaining their undoubted Rights and Interefts, as the Ho- 
noar of your Imperial Crown. 

Under this deep Senfe of our Obligations to your Majefty, 
permit us to offer at your Royal Feet the ftrongeft Affuran- 
ces, that if any other Power fhould attempt to prefcribe or 
limit the Operations of the War againft your declared Ene- 
mies; fuch an extraordinary Proceeding would rfot fail to 
create in us the higheft and moft becoming Indignation, snd 
to determine us to concur m all proper Meafures, for vindi- 
cating and defencfing your Majefty's Dignity and Honouif 
a^inft any Infults, and fc^t fruftrating any Defigns formed 
againft us. 

We are truly fenfiWc, that the Death of the late Emperor 
is an Event,' which tails for the vigilant Attention of all 
thofe who fincerely wifh wdl to the common Safety and Tran- 
quillity ; and we beg Leave to affure your Majefty, that we 
will zealoufly ftand by and fupport you, in adhering to the 
Engagements you are imder, for maintaining the Balance and 
Liberties of Europe on that important Occafion, as well as 
in the vigorous Profeeution of the prefent War- 
To repeat the unfeigned ProfciTions, that we have fb often 
made, of our unalterable Fidelity and Affc£lion to your Ma- 
jefty's moft facred Perlbn and Government, and our Zeal for 
the Continoance of the Proteftant Succeffion in your Royal 
Hoafe, may feem unrtcceffary, when it is demonftrably out 
eflfeatial Intereft, as well as our Duty, to pcrfevere in thefe 
Principles. But we fliould be wanting to thofe warm Impref- 
fwwi which we icel in ourfelves, if we did not, in this Con- 
i*®flure, dcckrc to your Majefty, and the whckWorW, ^* 

fixed 
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Atmoi4 Oeo.ll. fixed Bni unftiaken Purpoie of our Hearts, to defend and 
> 740. fupport this glorious Caufe, at tke Expence of our Blood and 
Treafure ; and, at the fame Time, exprefs our fincere and 
ardent Wifhes, that all your Enterprizes, for maintaining 
the Honour of your Majefty's Crown, and the Rights oF 
your People, may be bleifed with the moft profperous Sue- 
cefs. 

His Majefcy^s moft gracious Anfwer. 

My Lords, 
«• T Thank you for this dutiful and aife£Uonate Addrefs. 
" 1l Nothing can be more agreeable to me, than the Zeal 
" you exprefs for the vigorous Profecution of this juft and 
^* neceiTary War, the Support of my Dignity and Honour, 
** and the Prefervation of the Balance and Liber.ties o£ 
** Europe i all which I have entirely at Heart, 

Dtcembir i. All the Lords having been fummoned ac- 
cording to order ; Lord Baihurft Hood up, and expreiled 
bimfelf to the following Purpofb : 

My Lord?, 

In the firil Debate that happened amongfl us this SefEon^ 
it was acknowledged by every Lord who fpoke in the Debate^ 
. that this Houfe not only may enquire into the Condudl of 
, pad Meafures, but that we may, and ought, as the great, 
hereditary Council of the Crown, to give our Advice, with 
regard to future Meafures, in every Cafe that appears to be 
of great Importance ; and upon that Occaiion every one of 
your Lordfhips feemed extremely willing to enter upon an 
Enquiry into our late Condudt. This, my Lords, encou* 
raged me to think of what was proper for this Purpofe ; 
and the Refult of my Thoughts upon this Subjed is the 
Caufe of the Motion, which I am now to make to your 
Lordihips* and which 1 take upon me to make, not only 
becaufe I am willing, but becaufe I think the loud Com* 
plaints that are generally fpread among the People, have 
now made it abfolutely neceffary for this Houfe to enquire 
into the Condudl and Management of the War we are now 
unfortunately engaged in. 

A State of War^. my Lords, is a moil troublefome, dan- 
gerous, and expenfive State to any Nation whatfoever ; but 
to a trading Nation it is more fo^ than to any other: This 
our prefent moft excellent Minifters have often declared : 
They feemed to be fo ienfible of this, but a very ihort while 
fince, that they made it an Excufe for fubmitting to as cruel 
InfultSj continuing as tedious and hopeleis Negotiations, and 
z ' agreeing 
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freeing to ^ i;y/ap9ii3 Treaties, as any Age or Cbuntry Anno14.Oeo.tl. 

tan parallel. Therefore, ^hen our Minifters found theui- ^ ^4o- 

fdves unavoidably obliged to engage ia War, their firfl and 
chief ConiiLderation fiiould hare been, to have. taken the 
moil proper Meafures, for bringing chat War to a fpQcdy 
is well as happy Conclufipn. It may be the Advantage of a 
Minifter to h^ve his Country engaged in War, and to pro- 
long that War as mi^ch as he can, efpecially when the V/ar 
happens to be fuch a Qnp, as he may manage fo as not to 
ran any con£derable Ri^ of a Misfortune, and at the fame 
time to gajji a little Triumph now and then^ for cheering the 
Spirits, aad amufing the Mitids of the unthinking Part of 
his Coontrypijsn^ without allowing them to pufh their Sue- 
cc{s (6 fsLT, as to CoQipel the Enemy to offer a Carte Blanche. 
This Sort of Co^^^dl, J fay, may often happen to be the 
Intereft of a Af inifler, bvt it qm never be the Intereil of a 
KatioD, efpecially pf this Nation. The Injuilice, the 
UaughtiAefs, or the 4n)bition of foreign Courts may force 
us into a War 1 bat when this Misfortune happens, it is cer- 
tainly' the Ihtereft of the Nation to pofh the War with sdl 
poffiblc VigQur and Difpatch, in order to put an End to the 
Misfoi^ne, as ibon as ^.e can, by forcing the Enemy (O 
fubmit to rejafonable Te^ms of Peace'i and when Minifters 
do not pafh the War with Vigour and Difpatch, it is the 
Bufincils aad the "Duty of this Houfe to enquire into their 
ConduiSl, to puniih them far their Negledl, and to put th^e 
bture Mjinagej^ent of the War into other Hands. 

Wheu tJl^e War we are now engaged in was firil refolv^d 
OR, every oi^e of your Lordfhips^ and I believe, every Man 
in the Kingdom^ concluded, that the Wefi-Indies was the 
moft proper Pl^^ for profecuting the War, fo as to bring it 
to a \^<^y^ as well as hjippy Iflbe. Every one faw it 
was tSiere, inhere ^ could moft hurt the Enemy* wherci 
they wCKe tjb^ lea|k capable to defend themfelves, and where 
vn^i^t puib the War with the moft Eafe and greateft Ad- 
vantage. Eveiy one therefore concludeii, that the Wat 
would be bejun by a vigorous Pu(h in that Part of the Worlds 
and every one Hands ainazed, that for near a Year and half 
after Ord<^ Md been a^oaUy difpatched for committing 
UoikiUties, no Enterprize of great Importance had been un- 
dertaken a^ainft any of the ^fanifij Settlements in Americtti, 
nor any praper Force fent thither for fuch a Purpofe. When 
I Ss^ this, my Lords, I would not be thought to derogate 
in the leaft fniin Admiral Firnon's Enterprize upon Portg 
Mii: Itveas a bold Uudertaking, and was attended with 
lk moil glo/ioud^ I will fay, the moil unexpefted Succe^; 1 
]^0i ' • Sff ' but 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. but no one Cart fay it was an Enterprize concerted, or (o 
1740- much as dreamt of by our Minifters ; becaufe that Admiral 
was not, in their Opinion, according to what they had upon 
a forn^er Occafiofl declared, provided with a Force fufiicient 
^br that or any other fuch Enterprise ; and his Succefs 
fhewed, that, if he had been provided with a proper Force, 
that Enterpris^e might have been puflied much farther, and 
made more advantageous to this Nation, and more pre- 
judicial to the Enemy. For it is very certain, that if he had 
been provided with a proper Land-Force, and fuch a one as 
we might eafily have fpared to have fent along with him, or 
focn alter him, he might have kept Poffelfionof P<?r/(? Bello^ 
inftead cf deftroying it, and might have made himfelf Ma- 
iler of Panama y by which Means we fhould have laid the 
whole Coaft of Chili and Peru^ and the Weftem Coaft of 
Mexico, open both to our Trade and to our Attacks ; and 
being thus Mailers of the Ifthmus of Darien^ by fending 
proper Reinforcements, and taking proper Care to prevent 
the Enemy's fending any, we might foon have made our- 
felves abfolute Mailers of the Mines of Peruy none of 
which lie a great Way from the Weftem Coaft of America^ 
which would at once have put an End to the War, or 
would have enabled us to carry it on, at the Enemy's Ex- 
pence, againft whofoever fhoula have dared, either to join 
u ith them againft us, or to prefcribe Limits to the Opera- 
tions of his Majefty*s Arms. ' 
My Lords, if our Inaftivity, or rather our providing for 
Aftivity in the Weft- Indies y liad been retarded or prevented 
by a defigned Enterprize in any other Part of the World, or 
by any well-grounded Apprehenfions of a dangerous Invi- 
fion, there would have been feme Excufe ; but as we feem 
not to have fo much as thought of any other Enterprizfe, and 
as it is impoffible for any Power in "Europe to invade thefe 
Kingdoms with any fuch Land-Force, as may be dangerous, 
whiJll we have a fuperior Force at Sea, and are able to lock 
them up in their Ports, this Ina^vity in the Weft- Indies ^ and 
, our Delay in providing for any Enterprize of Confequencc 
in that Part of the World, appears abfolutely inexcufable 
to all thofe, who are ignorant of the fecret Springs of our 
public Conduct. To vulgar Eyes it appears to proceed from 
nothing but the moft fuptne Negligence, or the mpft ftupid 
Weaknefs that Minifters were ever guilty of: Nay, there 
are many in this Kingdom, and fome of them of no fmall 
Figure, who are apt to ^fcribe it to fomething worfe than 
Negligence of Weaknefs : They know, that fome d our 
Mimiters wer^ a^ainfi the War^ notwiiliftanding ail the 
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Erm^ocation we. had met with: From hence they fufpf A, Anno 14.Geo.Il. 
that thefe Miniftcrs have refolded we (hall have no Sue- ^740. 
Cefe in the War, fo far as they are "able, by their Art or 
Power, to prevent it; and that in PurTuance of this Re- 
Yolution, they took Care we ftiould not attack the Epe* 
my in any Part of the World, till they had fair Warning, 
aqd (afiicient Time to provide for their Defence ; fo that if 
we have Succefs any where, it will be owing to the natural 
Indolence tnd Lazinefs, or the Cowardice of the Enemy 
we have to deal with, and not to the Wifdom, Diligence, 
or Condu£k of our own Miniilers. 

What I have already obferved Ihcws, that in this War we 
ilumbled, our Minifters were' guilty of Negligence, Weak- 
iiefs, or Wickednefs^ it the very ftrft fetting out : But, have 
we lince recovered ourfelves ? Have our Minifters, by their 
Condudl (ince, 9 toned for the Fault they committed at the 
^Beginning of the War ? No, my Lords : Even after we 
leard of Admiral Vtrnonh Succefs at Porto Btlloy and from 
thence were convinced, how defencelefs the Enemy were in 
jhat i^art of the World, we took no Care to fend him any 
proper Supply, ^thcr of Ships or Land-Forces, nor did we 
take a* proper Care, as is generally fuppofed, to prevent the 
£ncmy from fending Reinforcements thither. Nay, if any 
Credit is to be given to vulgar Reports, Mr. Vernon was fent 
.out fo ill provided with naval Stores, that after the Affair 
xXForto Bella f he was obliged to lie by, feveral Months, 
during the moft proper Seafon for Albion in that Part of 
the World, for mere Want of fpare Mails, Sails, and cither 
Implements neceilary for refitting his Ships, which, if true, 
mm be allowed to be a moft criminal ioit of Overiight ; 
fbr^^furely, it will not be imputed to oar Want of naval 
Stores here at Home, confidering the vaU Sums that have 
of late Years been given for the Support of our Navy, and con- ' 
lidering that no Sum has lately ever been refufed by Parlia- 
ment, which was deiired by our Miniders, on that or any 
other Account. 

I could mention, my Lords, many other Mifmanage- 
ments and &tal Negle^s in the Conduct of the prefent 
War, which ca^no way be accounted for by thofe who are 
not let into any of the Secrets of State ; and from hence, 
my Lords, there is now fuch a general Clamour railed in the 
Nation, that this Houfe moft enquire into the late Conduct 
of our Miniflers, if we have any Regard to our Character, 
or if we have any Regard to our Duty, either to our King 
or our Country. When a general Clamour is raifed among 
the People 'againfl the Conduct of the King*s Miniilers, it 
yi^aft be either with of without a real Foundation. If it be 
)740. . S f f 2 * ' without 
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Annoi4.Geo.II.withoat a real Foacdation, we are in Jnftice to the Mini* 
1740- flers, aod in Daty to our Sovereign, obliged to enquiry 
' ilridUy and impartially into their Condud ; becavfe from 
(hence the People will be convinced that their Clamour wai 
without any real Foundation, and that what appeared to be 
owing to the Mifcondufl of the Miniilers, was truly the Ef- 
fed of^ Accidents or Fatalities, which the MiniAers could 
neither forefee nor prevent. By this Means, we Aiall do 
Juilice to our own Charader, by ihewing the People that we 
do not negled their Safety ; we (hall do Jdlice to the Cha^ 
rader of the £ling*s MinlHers, by (hewing the People that 
they are innocent $ and we (hall do eminent Service to the 
King,* by convincing the People that he employs no Fools or 
Knaves in the Adminiftration of public Affairs. 

On the other hand, my Lords, if there be a real Founda- 
tion for the Clamours raifed among the People againU the 
Condud of the Adminidration, your Lordfiiips are bound in 
Duty both to your King and Country, to enquire into that 
C(mdu£l. To your Country you are in Dutj bound, that 
it may, no longer fu(fer by the Weaknefs or Wickedneis oiF 
its Governors ; and to your King you are in Duty bound, 
that he may m longer beexpofed to the Danger of lofijig the 
A(redlions of his People by the Mifconduft of his Miniders. 

Thus your Lordihips muft fee, that when there is a ge-- 
neral Clambur among the Peo{^e^ againA the ConduA of 
the Adminillration, whether that Clamour be gronndlefs or 
no, we are in Duty to our own Character, in Duty to 
our King, in Duty to our Country, bound to enquire in- 
to the Conduct bf our Minillers ; and this !lBnquiry ttui 
not be partial or fuperficial : We mufl; have all Papers^ 
all Materials, laid oefore us that are necej&ry for coming 
fX the Truth :. Without this we can give no ^tis&ction to 
the People : We cannot diftingui(h the Guilty from the 
Innocent : I'he I^eopk will judge, whether we are in 
earneA or no, by the Material we have belbfe us, an4 
by the Perfons chiefly employed to make that Enquky : 
From thence they will judge, whether onr Enquiry be par* 
tial and fuperficia) ; and if they fupptffe it is, our JuftiEca- 
tion of the CoAdud oiF the Miniflers, inflead of reftoring 
their Character, will make us lofe our own. 'therefore, 
if the Miniilers be perfedlly innocent, if they have heat 

fuilty of no Fault, they will not only promote our Enquiry, 
ut they will fumilh -us with every Tiling neceSfiary for our 
Information, and will defire that the Enquiry may be chiefly 
concluded by thofe who cannot be fufpeded of being par- 
tial in their Favour, t cannot pretend to the lionour of 
%^S% ^^ Miniileiv are my friends j but t will &y, thai, 
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it they are innocent, t am not their Efnemy ; and as Iliope Aaxa i4.CeoITr 
they wili, npan a ibid Enquir/, appear to he fo, I fliall be 174^)* 
fo much their j'riend as to tell ttem, that, coiifidering the ^ -^— --J 
public^S€an<kl they lie under, the wifeft and beft Courfe they 
can tak^y either fer themfelves, their Sovereign, or their 
Coontryy is to iiibmit their Conau£l to the public Cenfure ; 
^d for that t^urpofe^ to farni(h us wilh all Papers that can 
be thought neceflary tor our thorough Information. 

I know, vtky Lords, it may be fai^ that there are nciany 
Papers which cannot; confiftently with the public Safety, be 
hiid befere this Houie, becaufe the Secrets of Our Govern- 
ment might thereby Jbe ditcdVered to our Enemies. This Ar^ 
gameot 1 do not think of iiny Weight, becaufe in fuch Cai^s 
we may appoint a fecret Committee to vaipt^ fuch Papers, 
and to rmnt fuch Parts of them, as may be coirtmunicated 
without Danger, with their Opinion upon the Whole : How- 
ever, ds Axnc of your Lordmips may be of a different Opi- 
nion, And as I ain willing to have what I ptopofe unanimouf- 
\y agreed to, t have taken Care to obviate this Argument 
againft mv Motion : whicti is this : •^--^ To refolve. That Moves for jn 
an humble Addre^ be prefented to his Majefly, that he will Addrefs for the 
he graciouily pkafed to give I)ireAions to the proper Officer, ^'^d'^Xr 
to by before this Houfe, Copies of the federal Orders and„°^^ 
InibriiAions given to Vice- Admiral Vemfi^ from the Time 
of his fiuling'from tngland\sk the Year 17 39) to the 24th of 
^une hi&; ** except only fuch Pafts of theie Orders and In- 
'< ^nidii>os, which relate to any particular Defign» yet re* 
'* mailing to be executed.** 

\k^ Lords, confideriog the Exception t have takenTCare 
to apd to. this Motion, fcannot iuggeft to myfelf any Objec- 
tion that can be made to it. If your LordJhips are refolved 
to giv^ any &itisfadlion to the People, by an £nquiry into 
the Conduct of our Miniflers : Nay, if voa have any 
Thoughts of exerting yourfelves in your high Capacity of he- 
reditsuy gneat Coimdl of the Crown, upon this Occaiion, 
which muft be allowed to be as important, a& any that ever 
juippened : Nay farther, if Ae Miniibl's themfelves are not 
coafdoos of their own Mifcondud, this Motion muft, in my 
Opinion, he unanimoufly agreed to ; arid therefore, I think 
it ttnnecedary ro take np your Lordfhips Time with faying 
any thing more in its Favolir. 

m;i^t^" '^'»-*^- 

That this Houfe )ias a Right to enquire into the Conduft of puj^e of jv<w« 
paft Meafuree, Or that we ibay oilier our Advice to the Crown, cafiU^ 
in rdotion tofature Meafures, are Queftions that will never, I 
bdieve, bedifputed hy any Lord who l&astlie Honour of a 
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Aiaioi4.0eo.U*Seatinciiis AiTembly; but th^ Queilions that nfaally com 
1740. _ to be difputed upon fuch Occafions, are, whether it is then 
neccfiary or proper for us to enquire^ or to ofier our Advke. 
As to an Enquiry into the Condudt (^ paft Meafures, I hope 
it will not be io much as alledged, that it is at all Times 
TOdper to enquire, or that we erer ought to fet up fuch an 
Enquiry without fome very good Reafons for fo doing ; 
therefbre* when an Enquiry is propofed, the two Queftions 
that naturally occur, are, whether there be any Reafon for 
the Enquiry propofed, and whether that be a proper Time 
for fetting up fuch an Enquiry. To fay, that a general Cla* 
niour among the People affisrds a good Reafon for an Enquiry, 
is, in my Opinion, a very improper Rule for any Lord in 
this Houfe to determine himfelf by ; becaufe there never 
was an Adminiflration, whofe Conduct was not clamourM a- 
gainil by fome ; nor was there ever a public Meafure purfued^ 
which was not mifreprefented and complained of by feme 
Fnrfons in the Kingdom ; therefore* it is very difficult, if not 
impoifible, for any Lord to determine, whether or no a Cla-^ 
moor be general, and the deciding of this Qi^eftion will 
lippear fUll more difficult or impoffible, if we confider the pre* 
fait Circumftances of this Nation. 

Your Lordfhips all know, that we f!ill have in this King- 
dom a very numerous Party, who are difafFeded to our pre- 
ftnt happy £ftabli(htnent. From this Party we niuft expect, 
d&at they will be continually endeavouring to raife a Clamour 
againft the wifeft Meafures that can be purfued by the Ad- 
Aiiniitration ; and in this they will always be joined by thoie^ 
who find Fault with public Meafures for no other Reafon, 
but becaufe they were not concerned in advifing or profe* 
cuting them. Thefe two Bodies of Men will at all times 
form a very coniiderable Party, and as the People in general 
are more apt to condemn, than to applaud the Conduct of 
Men in Power, the Endeavours of thefe two' Bodies of Men 
'will always be too fuccefsfii] ; efpecialiy, as in this Kingdom 
every Man may not only fpeak, but write and publiih, al- 
moft whatever he pleafes, againft the Government of his 
Country. Thus, whilft our prefent happy Eftablifliment en- 
dures, which I hope will be as long as the World lails, we 
muft expeft, that there will be a Clamour againft the wifeft 
Meafures that can be purfued by the Adminiftration ; but 
fuch a Clamour will not, I hope, be faid to be a fufHcient 
Ground for this Houfe to proceed to an Enquiry into the 
Con<iud of paft Meafures ; becaufe fuch Enquiry not o^y 
takes up the Time of this Houfe, which mighe beotherwifi; 
better employed, but it diverts the Attention of our Minifters, 
ftQd forces them to apply to their own Joftificatioa and Trefer* 
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vattoi)^ that Cane anj Tinie, which ought to be applied to Ami»i4,0c»al^ 
the Safety and Profperity of the Public ^ ^ ^740- 

A Clamour, therefore, among the People, however gene* 
ral it may appear, is not, I think, of idelf fufiicient to ja(^ 
tify any Lord in giving his Vote for an Enquiry ; cbnfcf^ 
quently we muft look for another Rule, by which w^ arc 
to determine, whether there be a fuHicient Reafon £or the 
Enquiry propofed^ and this Rule is, in my Opinion, very 
far from being diHicult to be found. It is in (hort this : Be^ 
fore any Lord confents to an Enquiry into the Condu£l of 

?aft Meaiures, he ought to conilder. that Condud, and the 
«ight in which it appears to him ; and if upon a genent 
Survey, he can find no Reafon to fuppofe, that it has be^ 
extremely weak, or extremely wicked, he ought not* to give 
his Conient to an Enquiry. J (ay, tay Lords, extremely 
weak or extremely wicked ; for I do not think, that human 
Frailties or Overiights can afford fufficient Cauie for this 
Houfe to proceed to an Enquiry ; nor can any public Mif- 
fortune aiR)rd fuch a Caufe,. if there appears to be a Probabi- 
lity, that it was owing to fach Accidents as £ould not be for** 
feen, or fuch as could not be prevented, by thofo entruHef 
with the Management of our public Afikirs« 

This, my Lords, is the only Rule for judging, whether 
we have at nrefent a fufficient Ground for fetting up an £i^ 
quiry into the Condufl of paft Meafures, and aocoiding to 
tnis Rule I can find no fuch Ground. We have as yet, thanji 
God ! met with no uncommon or unexpeded Misfortune ia 
the War in which we are now xmhappily engaged. We have 
not as yet, perhaps, met with all the Succefs, which was at 
the Beginning expelled by fonie ianguine Perfons, who were 
Ignorant of the DiBicuIties we had to encounter, and the 
dangerous Situation in which the A£airs of Eurepe happened 
to be, when we found ourfelves obliged to deckre War. Bif( 
we have met with greater Succeis than could leaibnably b^ 
expeded by any Man, who was fully informed : We have al- 
ready done the Enemy greater Mifchief than they 4can repair 
for many Years ; we have opened a mod beneficial Trade toi 
the Spanijb Settlements in the Weft-Iudits \ and upon the Ba- 
lance, I believe, we have taken a great deal more £:ooi 
the Enemy at Sea, than they have been able to take from 
* us, notwithftanding the vafl Difprpportion between the 
Trade and Navigation of Grua Britain, and the Trade and 
Navigation of Spain, Thefe, my Lords, are coniiderable 
Advantages, and if we have not reaped greater, it has been 
entirely owing to the Weak Condition we were in, when 
Stain made it abfolutely neceifary for us to ifTue Letters pf 
jReprizal, by refttfingthat'Sacisfa£Uoaihe iiad fo folemnly 
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ABnoi4.Geo 11. promifed in the late Coqventfon. We had then iv9 twjfs 
. 1740. on Foot, but fuch as ^cre judged abfol^tel^ neceffaiT ht 
■ our Defence in Time of ftatc^ and ws had not near lufih a 
Number of Men of WaT in Coipm}fllon^ 4s were necelfaiy 
fO;'^uardin^ourCoalb^ ourTrade, and our valuable Settk- 
2nent?s in &e Mediterranean. It was therefore neceffary to 
think of providing for our own Defence^ beifore we qoM 
provide for attacking die Enemy; apd as the Fower of o«r 
Government is more limited tnai) the Power of any, other^ 
fvcry one knows the Difficulties our Government muft always 
meet widi both in raifihg Spldiers gnd Seameo. 

My Lords, if we had no difaffefted ^^rty ^amongft pur- 
fdves, or if we had, at the Beginning of tit War, had ito 
fioemy to fear but $faM, we might perhaps have Ventured 
to have ient a few ot our regular Tro(^ jR^r ajtQ^king Spain 
fc the Weft'In4ie$^ before we had replaced the^ by new Lp- 
vies ; but neither of tliefe was the Cafe. We h^ve fHU a ^^' 
siffe^ed Party amongft us, and though that Party jsiay^otof 
itfeif bf formidable to the Government, yet H th^Spturiards 
liad found Means to land 4 or 5000 regii]^ Troops in ,aqy 
Part of Great Britain or Ireland^ at a Tlipe wb^ni we had 
Hot a fafficient Number of regular Troops ipx our Defence > 
the Invaders wpoid h^ve been joine^J by fuch a ^J.^^aberpCthe 
S^ifaffected, as would have made it vsxy diffiqLrljt fof ys to $ip- 
'port .our Government at home, ao4 co]»||bq<ient]y utterly 
smpoffible for us to attack the £nemy^ or even to ^sib^ 
cur own Djonxinions abroad. I know that this litrili aowibe 
tepreliented as a vain jand ridlcir{ous Apj^rehe^^Q?,^ fa^p^ajoj^^ 
'% theWi^om and Care of oar'Minifte;'s, the DajUgp^J^s 
i)een prevented ; Jbut if they, by fending our S^jtia^roBS' a^d 
Troops iabroad, hadeTopofed us to tjie Dagger pf?,nln^- 
lion at home, and the EAemy had dierel^y ipiv^djan C^por* 
tyjiit^ to Jiand Jbme Troops in Sritain ox frflfind^ I .aoi fare 
ft wocdd have afforded a muth better ReafpQ fs^ 9h ^nqpjpry 
Into their Coj^u6^^ than 2a^y can be now a^gn.6$. 

Therefore the Danger of an Invafioi^, -cv^n fromSi^i 
*ivas a gopd Reafon for our delaying to f{^d any Trgops |o 
^^iSjfi fTefi'fndies, till a Cu$<^t Niunber coujd tie raiiiiii^r 
that Puipo^b, Which was done, in my QpL^iGp, ^w^ aU 
poiiMe Difpatjch, a#d the Fkjet. vinth thpie Troojps «n 
'xroard, failed as foon as the Winqs woidd jpermit ;' for I 
)iope It wlH.not be imputed to any Mifepudiiaof our JMM' 
fcrs^ that the Winds continued ibrtwpor three Mc^liA ^n 
'the weftem Comer. 3at Spaing my Lov^s, was ^ the/oaply 
"Enemy we had^ or have yet to fear : Therp is.a^oriier Fo- 
•'tentaee in Europe, whofe intereft it' is to pi;ev^t tbia Na- 
tion's .fxtendmg ij3 Poi^ops in 4p0ti<{iy and ithcmforc^sre 
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;]iad ftraiba t&^^th§tki from tJ^ B^ppnu^ thut lie wooIcUbbo z4.Qeo.11* 
. join with Sp^m asftioft im^ if ^ £iw any Probability of do-* ^_^^ 
ifigif widiSiicodb. The only Metliod we had to prevent 
t]u3 Probability, was to provide for oar Defence, both by 
: l^od and St^^ in foch a Manner, as to prevent its being in 
his Power to ^o us a Mifchief here at home, or give a 
r Check to our Arms abroad, even though he fhould openly 
join wi|Ji Spaim for that Pbrpofei aad this made it necefla- 
ry for m iq keep greater Armies at home, and more pow- 
.^fii} Squadrons upon our Coafis, than we ihould otherwife 
have had Occafien ibr. Even the very Sufpicion of our de- 
figning to make Omquefts upon Spaitt in Jmerica, has, we ' 
Jod, made this Potentate fend his Squadions to the fFefi* 
lmU9$i' What they intend to do there, id not as yetknown; 
. but if they intend any thing againft us, it is to be ho* 
ped» his Majefty's Squadrons, now gone thither,- will be 
«ble to gpve agood Account of them. I am fjurfromfup- 
pofing, they have Orders to join with Spain^ or ta adl any 
Wj^ againft this Nation v but their having failed thither 
Idfiifies the Sufpkkms of our hfinifters, and ihews, that 
•they weitt in the right to provide againfl the worft, efpe- 
£sa^ here at home 1 ibr Natnre itfehF teaches as to guard 
ihk% the nioft vitid Parts^ and even to expofe the Mem- 
faert fer pneveittm|aBiowin any vital Part. 
; • Thus, toy Lords, oar not having till very htely fent any 
land^FiHrce to tbe W$li*lndi$s^ may.be eafily aecojunted for; 
And the iU Saccefs of all onr former Expeditions agaipfl Old 
' Spmf^. wok ihew, that it wodd have been very imprudent 
4a us m m^ any futh new Attempt. Such Attempts n^uft 
•hmys pnt this Nation to a vaft £xpenoe; and whatever 
iProiit private Men may get by Pkmder, the Nation can ex- 
Md no Advantage, nor can we greatly diib^ the Enemy, 
jby any foch Attempt, let it prove ever fo foccefafol. The 
chief Thing >¥e had to do i^)f!lii^ MediMrrmu^m^ or upon 
the CoaAs of Sftun^ was to proted our Trade and our Set- 
tlments in that Paft of the Worid, which we have efiec*- 
tualty done ; and the only thing we could rcafoiiabl v pretend 
to do in the Wtfi-Indits^ till aSer we had provided for oue 
Defencse at home, was to prevent the Return of the Galleopt, 
«diick we Jbave Ukewifo effedtuaUy done : Nay,- by the Con- 
410^ aad Bravery of the [Admiml which his Majeity waa 
jtefed to fend thither^ we have done a great deal more ; 
for by the Demolition of the Fortificcdons at Porto, BelU 
aid Cbag^ey we have made it impoffible for any Galleons 
e^er to retiim, as k»g as the War cuitiaues between Gr$4ii 
BritmH aivl ^ain. This of itfel£ moft bring g^reat Difo-eft 
both nfion the Coart and Kinplam of Sfamt and will at 
• I740i Ttt laft 
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Anno i4*Geo. 11* laft compel them to fabtnit to reafonable Terms, widicmt 
1740. oilr making any Conquers in that Part of the World, which 
will, in my Opinion, be a dangerous Attempt, not only 
becaufe of the Difficulty attenmng the Experiment, bat 
faecade it may unite all the trading Powers of Europe in a 
League againft us* 

Therefore, my Lords, asThings appear tome from thofe 
GircumiUnces that are public, I can fee no Reaibn to iaA 
Fault with the Management of the War, and confeqaently 
I can fee no Reafon lor our giving either ouHelves or the 
King's Servants the Trouble of enquiring into their Con- 
'dudt. I fay, my Lords, ^ Things appear to me from thofe 
Circumftances that are public, which every one of your 
Lordihips is as jgood a Judge of as I am ; for I do not pre- 
tend to argue from any (iecret Intelligence ; if f had the 
Liberty to do fo, I might perhaps give a much greater 
Weight to my Argument ; I might perhaps be able to deaf 
the Adihiniftration of every Suspicion of Mifcondu^ ; bufi 
this I do not think neceflary, becaufe in the prefent Cafe it 
is fufficient to argue from public Appearances ; it is frou^ 
them thofe Lords muH argue, who happen to have no Shar$ 
in the Adminiftration ; and if from them we fine] no Reafon 
to fufped our Minifters of extreme Weakneis or Wickednefi 
in the Condu£l of public Affairs, we can have no fufHcieht 
Ground for fetting up a Parliamentary Enquiry, which muft 
'Always be troublefome, if not dangerous, and can be at-, 
tended with no national Advantage, when there has beeA 
no Error in our public ConduA. For to imagine that fuch 
•an Enqnury, let it be ever fo ftrid and impartial, would pa* 
cify'the Clamours without Doors^ is, in my Opinion, a very 
vain Imagination. There are no Clamours but among the 
4lifafi^ded and difconten^d 1 as to the former, nothing will 
ever fatisfy them, but the total Overthrow of our prefeat 
happy Eftabliniment, which the Nation has great Reafon 
to dread ; and as to the latter, nothing will ever fatis^ 
them, but the total Overthrow of the preient AdminifbraU- 
on^ which the Nation, I think, has no Reafon to defire. 

Batfuppofe, my Lords, that from public Appearance^ 
we had fome Reafon- to fufped the Adminiflration of Mif* 
inanagement in the Proiecution of the Wan, is this a propa 
Time to enter into a parliamentary Enquiry into that-Mif* 
management, or to call for the Papers neceffary for that Pur- 
poie ? To enter into fuch an Enquiry, and to have fuck Pa- 
pers laid before this AiSsmbly, pendenU Bella, would certain- 
ly be attended widi the moft fatal Confequences : It would 
of courfe difcover all our Secrets to the £nemy, and not 
pnly prevent Ottr))eing able to attack them with Advant;ige, 
i but 
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ktinftraft them how to attack us in the moll tender andA11no14.Gco.lU 
mnctkB Part : It would not only lay open all the Govern- 1740. 

lam's !udden Channels for iecret Intelligence, but would ' 

apofc thofe who had conveyed, or engaged to convey that 
keli^nce, to certain and inevitable Deftru^tlon j and tj»is 
•odA k of infinite Prejudice in all Wars we may hereafter 
hcaipged in ; for no Foreigner would ever engage in a fe- 
«lConcrpondence with any of our Minifters, left, by a 
priiamentary Enquiry, his having engaged in fuch a Cor- 
Kf^ndcnce fhould he difcovered to his own Court, and he 
6^1ed not only to Panifhment, but to indelible Infamy and 
iteproach. 
)kj Loids, the Dangers, the Inconveniencies, the certain 
Mirchiefs attending fuch an Enquiry, are obvious and innu- 
■fifable ; becaufe it is impoflible to carry on the Enquiry 
tithoat having all the Papers laid before us, that relate to 
^ Conda^ of the War ; and as it is impoffible to keep 
^ipm ^ctm that are once laid before this Houfe, therefore 
ioa^ht to be laid down as a Maxim, that, pendente Bella ^ 
ViEoquiryr into the Management and Profecution of that 
^arcanbefeton Foot. I'his the noble Lord appears to 
be been fenfible of, when he made his Motion, and there- 
be lie took Care to conclude it with an Excepticm, as to 
tM^ Parts of Orders or Inftrudlions, which relate to any 
)tt\UaLC Defign^ yet remaining to be executed. *Bat do 
AitfoarLordlhips fee, what an Heap of Confuiion yoa are 
{ling to call for ? The Inftrudtions given to an Admiral, 
ODpIoyed againft the Enemy, at fuch a Diftance as thc^^- 
W, moil relate to many particular Affairs, and to feve- 
a) pankdar Expeditions, fome of which may have been 
cztcnd, and others perhaps remaining to be executed ; 
^nitlLefe mail be fo intermixed, that if you were to have 
t^P^ relating to the former, without having at the (ame 
Tine communicated to you the Parts relating to the latter* 
^ Wble would appear to be downright Nonfenie : It 
voaldbeimpoffible for you to get from thence any fuch 1]|- 
ionnadon as could be depended on, or to form any Judg- 
ment of the Conduft of the Wan Thofe Parts, therefore, 
tiot relate to Defigns already executed, can be of no Ser- 
vice to yot), if they were communicated, and by this very 
tlcepdoDyoa admit, that thofe Parts whicb relate to De- 
>{lSsyetrei|aimng to beexeci}ted> oaght not to be com- 


Ikyoor Lordfhips muft fee, that the Motion, as it fiends 
tt|re(ent/i8inconfiftent with itfelf, and therefore it mufi: 
V.Mftent with your Lord(hips WiOom to agree to it. 
&&dier, my Lords, there may be Articles in the Admi- 
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AnttoT4.0eo.II'rars Inftroftions, which relate to no Defign that kas been 
1740^ or is to be executed; and yet they may be iach as ooght not' 
' to be made public. There may be Articles relating to the 
Places where, and the Perfons to whom, or the Methods by 
which he is to apply for fecret Intelligence ; and thefti your 
Lordlhips will, I believe^ admit, ought not to be made plib- 
lie by being communicated to this Honfe. In fhort, I do 
not fee how you can agree to this Motion, unleis you alter 
the Exception, and conclude thus. Except fuch Par^ of. 
thofe Orders arid InJbnftions, which contain Secrets that 
ought not to be divulged ; and what Ufe an Addrefs for lo- 
ftrudions, with Aich an Exception at the Tail of it, can be 
of to your Lordfhips, I confds, I do not comprehend. 

From thefe Reafons, my Lords, I mud be of Optm6a» 
that you cannot, confiilentlv with the public Safety, eatt 
for any of the Iiiflrudlions that have been given to Admiral 
Vernon ; but as to the Orders that have been given hift» 
fuch as failing Orders, Orders for Repairs, or Ordei^ for 
Vidualling, and the Kke, moft of them, I believe,^ may- 
be communicated without Danger, and therefbre your Lord* 
ihips may addrefs for having them laid before yon, if you 
think fit ; for upon this Occaiion I muil obferve, left feme 
of your Lord(hips ihonld miHake, that there is a very gMt 
Difference between the Orders and Inftrudions given to an 
Admiral : The former feldom contain any great Secret, die 
latter generally do; and therefore the former have oito 
been communicated to Parliament, but the latter have feU 
dom or never been called for : At Icafl, I believe I may fey, 
thejr have never been called for, till thofe Affairs were- 
entirely over, to which they could be any way fuppofcd to- 
relate. 

tf aviftg now fhewn, my Lords, that we have no Reafcn 
for fetting up a parliamentary Enquiry into paft Meafore^ 
and that if we had, the prefcnt is not a proper Time l«f 
it, I fhall next obferve, that fuppofing it were bodi prc^ 
and neceflary for your Lordihips to give your Advice, with 
regard to our future Conduft, I do not fee how, f or At« 
Purpofe, it is neceifary for you to fee the Inflruftioos given 
to Admiral Vernon before the 24th of Junt lafl ; for the 
Poflure of AfEiirSj^ both in Europe and the Wefi-InHes^ is fo 
much altered fince thatYime, that thofe Inftru£lio^ can ne 
way contribute towards your Informatioii^ or towards yoar 
determining what Advice you ought to give upon the Poftnre 
of Affiiirs, as they Ihnd at prefent. iTierefoit, as the Pa- 
pers now moved for, are no Way neceflary for this Parpofe« 
and as an Enquiry into the Management of the War, wouM 
be not only improper but unfrfe, as long at the War con* 
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t, we €iii at prdfent luvve no Oocafien kt feemg thefe Anao i4.€cokll« 
CMeM Ud inftivdions ; ami &i: this i^afoQ ImuA be a^ 474a. 
the -nffbttolis 


m^ iat%y X think, afanaft tvttf Seflion of Parli^jnent Lord Carters. 
D^indion ftareed, where there is leally no Differeiice, 
aad feacftew Maxtfti introduced, which is inconfifient with 
ikt f^adajntntsd Maicims of our ConfUti^tba. To lay it 
4owa m^A MaxSm, that no pariiamc^itary Enquiry into anjr 
Bnt «f die Mantgnnent oFa War, is to be fet on foot^_fniuiea<r 
§e Bdff, is tb^tdl vts^ diat with regard tt> the conducing of a 
War, whme Mffbkes are Taa& dsaagtrous md irreparable, 
«&r Bi^iamcAi^ aie ^te uicleis. This Maxim, indeed, ip 
my miich a-idn to another Maxim I have often heard in 
thft Hoale, that yoQ muft not enquire into the Condad of 
t M tg dHiU tlop, till die Negotiation be concluded. The& 
tai« ftteiitts, Ithtiyt, if tbey were admitted, would ef&dual* 
}f esdiide our Parliasients from ever intcrmeddliiig in fbr^gn 
Afiirt i at kaft it would prevent our intermeddliDg, till thf 
M^duef ^lad become irreparable. In docneftic ASoln^ 
lAioik neither relate to War nor Peace, you may inters 
meddle^ yoa may rectify the Blunders of your Miaifter, yo^ 
matyipmve»st the Mifehief before the Remedy is oat of your 
ftwef : Bat in Ibrdgn Afiairs, you ihall not enquire into a 
N e yt iatiott, t31 that Negotiation ends in an iafamous Trea- 
ty, wMck your Esqniry caaaot kt afide : or in a heavy War« 
wWcli'ttli^gfat have been prevented by a well-condu&ed Ne^ 
gvtiatioii, and which your Snquiry cannot put a Stop to: 
Yob tiall not enquire into the Conduf^ of a War, till by 
dieBtimderB of Miniftefs our Fleets and Armies are deftroy- 
9it attd ^le Nation obliged to fubmit to a di&onourable 
Peaar,- "«i4en foor Enquiry can neither reflore your Fleets 
aaii iltfinies, tior prevent the fual Con&qtiences of a dif- 
haoMffabie Peace. 

Tbis, my Lords, is the true Statp of the Doikrines lately 

hf«icbedi]i ParMament ; and from ftating them in their triMr 

LMft diie Rldkuloui^iii of them muft appear : J am fare no: 

iMpfBdent Parliament will ever admit of them, and it is but 

vaiy^ laldf fince they have been oontradi£bed* by the PradUce % 

of ftrliament. In the Year 94 we were engaged in a more 

dwgerotfs WIr than the prefent; in that Year the War waa 

ia icsgieati^ Fory, ycethis^d not prevent the ParliaaMfit^a 

ciKjuirinfi; mco the Condu6i of the War. No Minifter then, 

^nkam to tell them, tkat fach an Enqniry was jaoi to be 

ieten^feot, ftrndentt Btlb\ on the conu-ary, the Enquiry 

was "pmoisA. botb by the Minifters and by ihe Admiral 

concerned: 
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Aiwov4-Geo.Il«conccrMd: The fonner were confcioos they had men £ich 
'l^^ ^ Orders and Inllrudions as were right, and the latter was 
conicious he had purfued his Inflruflions to the utmoA ; there- 
fore both joined heartily in promoting the £nqttiry» and. in 
furnifhing the Parliament with every thing .^that coi4d be 
thought neceflkry for that Purpofe, in order to remove the 
groundlefs Clamours that had been raifed againil them. 
They did not pretend, that the laying of the Admirars Or« 
ders or InHruAions before Parliament, would difcover the 
Secrets of Government to the Enemy : They y/ero both laid 
before Parliament ; for whatever Diilindion may be made 
between Orders and In(lru£iions, there k no real Difference ; 
An InfbtidUon muft be as exa^y obTerevd, and as pundual- 
ly purfued, as an Order, and an Order may contain Seaets, 
as well as an InflrudUon ; and when an Enquiry is fet on 
foot, both muft be laid before Parliament, for without the 
Inflrudions, as well as the Orders, it would be impo/Hble 
for the Parliament to proceed. If there be in either any 
Secrets which ought not to be difcovered, his Majefly is to 
acquaint his Parliament with it, and upon that Information 
which can be taken from none but "his MajeHy, a fecret 
Committee is to be appointed, or the Enquiry put ofF^ till 
a more convenient Seafbn. 

To tell us, my Lords, that we can afk for nothing; but 
failing, vifiualling, or repairing Orders, is to tell us, we 
can do nothing but the Drudgery-Work of Miniflers* Little 
Contra^ about ViAualling, or about naval Stores, are not 
to be enquired into here: The other Houfe may enquire into 
them; but mofl properly, it is theBufinefs of Miniftersi 
for they are to take Oire, that all their little Under- Agents 
do their Duty : If they do not, it is our Bufinefs to enquire 
into the Conduct of the Miniflers, and to punifh them for 
their Negle£l« Ihopefome of our Miniilers have been for 
vigorous Meafures ; and they, I hope, will enquire, ho^^ all 
the vigorous Meafures they had concerted, have been entirely 
difappointed, or very much retarded, by little Under- Agents: 
It is their Bufinefs to remove and punifh thofe Under- Agents f 
and if they find they cannot do fo, if they £nd thofe Under- 
Agents protected by a Power, which they cannot encounter, 
it is their Duty to call for the AfUfUnce of Parliament i for 
I hope there is no Power in the Kingdom, which a Parlia* 
ment will not dare to encounter; I hope there is no Power 
in the Kingdom, which a ParUamcoit may not be, able to 
defeat. 

To roe, my Lords, it is furprizing to hear, thaf no Lord 
in this Houfe -can determine, whether or no a Clamour b# 
general: We cannot, perhaps, cQunt No(e3, aad tell the 
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exaS Number of thofc that clamour, and of thofe that doAnnoi4.GeoJI. 
not ; but' furely we can tell when the Conduft of public Af- ^ ^J^ 
fairs is found fault with, and exclahned againft by great 
Numbers of Men. who are governed neither by DifafFedi()n 
nor Difappoiiitment. This is the Cafe at prefent, and as 
generally ib, I believe, as ever was known in this Nation ; 
I believe there is not a Man in the Kingdom* abfolutely in- 
dependent, that will fay, he is thoroughly fatisfied with the 
Management of the War : Even by Place-men and Officers 
it is exclaimed againft, in all Companies where they think 
they can fpeak their Mind with Safety. The Clamour is 
general over the virhole Nation, and- no Wonder it ihould 
be fo : The People have lafc Year paid four Millions to- 
wards a vigorous Profecution of the War, and yet nothing 
done, but what has been done without any express Orders 
from our MiniHer. Is not this a good Reafon for Com- 
plaint ? Will not the People expert from us a Reafon, why 
their Money has been thus thrown away, without any £f< 
feA? Andean we give them a Reafon, without the leaft 
Enquiry into the Affair ? In this Seffion of Parliament, we 
mult again load the People with four Millions for next Year : 
They will pay it willingly, if they find the Parliament as 
ready to cenfure as applaud; but they will pay it with 
Regret, with Murmuring, if they find, that thpfe who im- 
poie fttch heavy Taxes upon the public, take no Care of 
their being applied in the moSt proper and effe^hxal Man- 
ner to the public Service. 

If we fliould return to the Country, my Lords, and tell 
die People, that our Government durft not fend our Forces 
out to invade the Enemy, for fear of their invading us, 
will not every Man of common Senfe laugh us to Scorn ^ 
Does not every one know, that the beft Way to prevent 
an Invafion is to invade ? Did not the Romans fend Scipto to 
invade the Carthaginians at the very Time that Hannibal 
was in Itafyy and almoft at their Gates? But the Cafe 
with us is ftill flonger ; we could eafily have invaded the 
Enemy, when and where we pleafed ; whereas it was diffi- 
cult and dangerous, if not imppffible for them to invade us 
at any Time, or in any Place. To pretend, that we muft 
always keep a mercenary Army of 30,000 Men in Brifai/t 
and Ireland, for fupporting our Government againft an In- 
vafion with 4 or 5000, muH be ridiculous, or it muft be a 
very bad Compliment to the Illufbioas Pamily now upon 
cor Throne; becaufe it is fuppofing, that they have few 
or no Friends in the Nation* but thofe the^ keep in daily 
Pay. And to fay, that a common Soldier, who has no 
Pnoperty, who has neither Jra nor Focus, will fight agamft 
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t4.Qco.U. ft fitfeign Invader with more Coarage and ReiUddm; thkii 
1740* thofe that fight /ro Arts (ff Focis, is, I am fu^, a ver^ un- 
' juft Reflexion upon all the Gentlemen* and all tbe Men of 
Sttbftan^e In the Kingdom. 

But, my Lords> we. were^ it ktmt^ to guard a^nft art 
Invafion from f rancid as well ^ Spain ; and for this Reaibm 
we were obliged to keep our Squadrons and' oCur Armies at 
Iiome, inftead of fendinc th^ out to intade our declared 
Enemy. I am forry to hear, that an Adminiftration which 
has fo long and foefieflually ferved the Coaxtof France^ 
an Adminiiiration which fo lately joined with them in puU- 
iog down the overgrown Power of the Houie of Aufiriaf 
an ^dminiflration which io lately left the Emperor to their 
Mercy; t {a^y^ I am fbrry, that (uch an Adminiftration 
Should have the leaft Caufe to fuiped, that FnOKe would 
invade us^ or that ihe would join with Speim in fqch an 
unjuft War againil us. But fuppofe, my Lords^ our Mi- 
niften have now at laft found, that the Gratitude of France 
towards this Nation is not to be depended on^ whiJi 
they have often been warned of: Suppofe they had good 
Reafon to rufpeift, that France would invade n(, if (he 
could find an Opportunity ; yet thoTe who knew what Con- 
dition the Navy o^ France was in, when the War broke Oat 
ibetween Spain and us, and J hope it will not be faid that 
our Minivers were ignorant of it, could not be under the 
leaft Appreheniion of an opeft and conilderable Inva&on from 
France ; and if they had attempted to invade us by Stealth 
with 4 or 5000 Men, I hope the Gentlemen of any Coont^ 
in Britain^ with their Tenants and Servants, will sdways be 
able to give a.good Account of (uch a fmall Number of fo- 
reign I^ivaders ; for I (hall not mention the Militia,* becaufe, 
as th«y are regulated and managed, they are fo far from 
being Troops, that they can fcarcely be accounted Men. 

I am therefore^ of Opinion, my Lords, and^I believe the 
^eat^it Fart of the Kuigdom are of the fame Opinion^ 
that we had no Occaiion tor above one Half of the Troopfe 
we had on Foot at the Beginning of the War, for proteding 
us againil any Invafion, either from France or Spain. We 
might, therefore, at the very Beginning of the War, have 
fpared to fend a much greater Number of Troops, and a 
more powerful Squadron, than we had Occafion for here, lof 
'the Weft'lndiei ; and if ^e had any well •grounded Sufpicion, 
jthat France would at lafb join with Sfain againft ns, or at* 
^empt to limit the Operations of his Majefty^s MtA%t it was 
fo fur from being a ReafoQ for keeping our Troops or our 
Squadjrons at honoej ^at it was a ilrong Argument for fend* 
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ipg them o^triR Qrder to make, a vigbrous Pufli, and toAn11014.Oeo.lI. 
gain, as nauch as we cquld from the $paniards^ before the ^ '74<^ 
French could come to their AfliHance, which we knew they 
dould hot do, till they had repaired arid augmented thcit 
Navy. This was what; our Miniflers ought to have dofie, 
unfefs they were refolved, from the Beginning to carry on 
the War accbrdinjg to Diredlions fronj tne Court of France^ 
and to puih it n(^ farther than that Court fhould give them 
Leave \ which, I am afraid, was the Refolution of fome of 
them, th6% I am convinced, not of all ; and this is, in 
my Opinion,' sih unanfwerable Argumenc for a Parliamentary 
Enquiry :' It ought to be an Aj"gument with many of thofe 
Concerned in the Adxniniftration, that the Guilty may be 
deteded, and the Innocent relieved from that Load of Re- 
proach^ which now lies indifcriminately upon the Whole. 

Thtrefore, 'my Lords, if it was the Duty of our Minifters 
to Kave fent a iand-Force to the Wefi-Indies at the very Be- 
ginning of the War, and if they could have done fo, with- 
out expofing'the Nation to any Danger at home, they were 
guilty of Mifcondudl^ long before they could plead contrary 
'Winds for an Excufe. Contrary Winds are not to be faun4 
Taul^t'wifh, becaufeof him who is the Author and Direftor 
8f Winds. Thank God ! they have been often in Favour of 
this' iNat ion. ' Ih Queen Elizabeth'^ Time, they did us % 
fighaLt-Fivoiir ; Affia^vit Deusy ' hofiefquedilahuntur^ fhe there- 
fore cook fofj a Motto ; and if they were againft us laft Sum- 
iiner, it was perhaps a Judgment, on Account of our having 
fb fong negledled the Means we had daily in our Power ; 
But 1' am far from thinking, that the Winds were the fole 
Caufe'dl our Fleet's lying (o long at the IJle of Wight \ this 
is a Qudftion, which is now Juh Judice, and is to be deter- 
inine<njythis Houfe upon an Enquiry, when it will perhaps 
appear^ that the Winds were not the fole Caufc of that 
Fleet*s delaying to fail, till his Majefty came to put an End 
to all Contradiftion j but be this as it will, the Delay was in 
fome MeafuTe lUcky for us : If it had failed two or thrde 
Months fooner, it would not have been fo flrong ; and iA 
that Cafe, ihtSpani/h and French Squadrons might, perhaps^ 
have been able to deftroy it in the Weft- Indies ; whereas 
both of them joined together afc not now to be feared, ef- 
pedally if it gets to die Weft-tndies before Admiral Vernm 
meets with any Misforttme, which, I think, he will be very 
niiich expofed to, if the Trench have any Delign to join the 
Spaniards againil us \ and if he fhould, .1 do not fee how out 
Mfnifters will be able to excufe their having had fo bad In- 
teHi^nce, both of the frtnch Dtfigns, and of the failing of 
thc2r Squadrons. 
• 1740. ' Uutt My 
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Anno 14 Geo. JI. My Lords, as I have mentioned Admiral VerHou^ \ 
1740* mullobferve, that I am furprized to hear our Miniflers slT- 
Vume to themfelves, by Way of Excufe for their Condadl^ 
any Thing that has been done by that Admiral in the Wefi* 
Indies. U we confider the Method in which they began the 
War, and the Time that Admiral was fent out, we cannot 
fbppofe, they gave him Orders, or that they intended he 
Ihould attack any of the Spanijh Settlements in Jmtrica^ 
And if we corlfider their Opinion of the Strength of Torio 
Belloy and the fmall Force they furnifhed him with, we 
can far lefs fuppofe, they intended he (hould attack that 
Fortrefs : At leaft, if we make iny fuch Suppofition, jvc 
muil add to it another, that they intended that both he and 
the Ships they put under his Command, (bould be deilroyed. 
As our Miniflers began Hoftilities by Reprizals, and as Ad- 
miral Vernon was thereupon fent to the Weft-Ifidtes^ we muft 
fuppofe, that he had no Orders or Inftru£lions for any Thing 
but Reprizals: Thefe, we may fuppofe, confidering the 
Temper of the Man, were m the moft ample Terms, •* To 
feize all Ships, Veffels, and Goods belonging to the King 
of Spairiy or his Subjefts, or Others inhabiting within any 
of the Territories of the King of ^atn ;" and thefe the 
Admiral interpreted in the mod ample Manner, by conclud- 
ing, that he might feize Goods at Land, as well as by Sea^ 
and demolifh every Thing that oppofed him. 

I could almoft engage, my Lords, that hi» Orders were 
in the Words I have mentioned, or ibmething to that 
EfFeft ; and I have good Reafon to believe, that he received 
no additional Orders or Inllrudtions, till after his taking and 
demolifhing the Caftle of C^agra ; fo that neither of Admi* 
ral Fernon'^s Expeditions is to be imputed to the Condudl of 
our Miniflers ; for if he had not put a Conflrudlion upon liis 
Orders, which few but himfelf would have done, we fhoold 
have heard no more of his Exploits in the American Seas, 
than we have heard of our other AdmiraFs Exploits in the 
Mediterrdnian : But he put that Conftrudlion upon his Or- 
ders, which the Honour and Injercfl of his Country re- 
quired, tho' perhaps not that which fome in the Adminiflra- 
tion intended. In fo doing, he did right ; Ixis Country has 
already approved of his Condu^, and I trull in God, Tiis 
Country will be able to proted Kim againft all bis Enemies^ 
be they Spanijh Or E'nglifl?. 

Thus I have fhewn, my Lords, that from the Method la 
which our Miniflers' began the War, and the Time whcft 
Admiral Vernon was fent out, we cannot fuppofe, that he 
had Orders for atfadkittg any 6f the '^pan^ Settlements in 
America ; and as they had befor'e publicly declared it as tlieir 

Opinion, 
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Opinion, th^t. Admiral Hp/w- could notpropofe, to attack Annoi4.Geo.H. 

Porto Belh with Succefs, notwitbftanding the ilrong Squa- 1740. 

drpn he had under li is. Command, we can from thence far 

kfi fuppofe, that they gave Orders to, or intended, that 

ij^miral Vernon fliould. attack that Fortrefs, fince they did 

]!>Qt, furnifti hin> with half the Force. This, as I have faid, 

wej cannot fuppofe, without adding .another Suppolition, 

>vhich, I.beh'eve, no Friend to. qur Minifter will be fond of 

admitting. But Mr. y^mon* it, fcems, knew better than 

they ; h^ knew that Caftlps are a vain Defence againft Ships 

0/ War : He then declared his Opinion ; and foon after his 

^rrivAl. in the Weft-Indie^ he confirmed his Opinion by Ex- 

BWmpnt; Re attack'd Porip Bellow he carried it'; and 

9»pi:ejby hfi ftt^wed the true Spirit, of his Countrymen, their 

Eatrepidity in attacking, their Moderation in Vidory, their 

Pifi;it"Qr.i9(tQdpef?. ip the Ufe they make of it, and their Ho- 

lipur in ohfer y;bg Capitulation, In all thefe Particulars their 

voy En^jl^ies commend. them; and this, the Spaniards them* 

ftlvfis alloMT* was Mr.. Vernon'' s Bf fiaviour at Porto Belh, 

tet me. npw, my Lords, Hate the Cafe fairly and di» 
fiin^y. It i?. allovyed on a^ Kands.> that the proper Me- 
thod fpff diftreiEng. the Enem^^, of gaining a real Advantage 
to this Nation, is to take and. hold fome of their Settle* 
inpnts, i|;, America i therefore, the only proper Orders thaj; 
coull b^ given to any. Commander in that Part of the 
World, was to endeavour to take FoiTeflion of fome of thofe 
3fittlem6nt$ ; and for this Purpofe, he ought to be fumi^ed 
with a. proper Force ; but AimrilVemon was not fumifti'd 
with a proper Force. 1^ he hid carried but two Battalions 
along with him, he would not have deilroy'd, but would 
have, kept Poffeffion of the Caftles, both at Porto Bello and 
Qha^fi. This would have been a, real Advantage to this 
Nation, a,nd would have brought fuch a Diilreis upon ^ain^ 
as would, probably by this Time, have forced them to a 
Submiifion* From hence it is evident, that there muft be a 
Fault fomewhere : If Mn Vernm had no proper Orders, 
they are guilty, who negleded to give him fuch Orders ; if 
he had jjroper Orders, they are guilty, who negledled, for 
no lefs. than i S Months, to furnifh him with a proper Force. 
After this, will any Lord fay, that we have no Reafon to 
enquire into the Management of the War ? Will any one 
fay, there is no Ground for the Clamours that are fo loud 
and fo general without Doors? 

Thus your Lordfhips mull iee, that yoir are not defire4 
to proceed to an Enquiry into the Condudl of the War, with- 
out a mod folid, a moft apparent Reafon \ and if there be 
foch a Reafon, I am fure, the fooner we go about an En- 
«740» Uuu 2 quiry. 
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Aono i4.Geo.li.quiry, the better; for we may « thereby prevent moil fatal 
^740- ^ Miichiefs, perhap irreparable Ruin, that may be brought 
upon the Nation by another Yearns Mifmanagement of the 
prefent War, and hy the Mifmaniigement of another more 
dangerous War^ which this Nation may, in all Probability 
be engaged in, before We meet again in thisHoufe. The 
noble I^ord who made you the Motion, has taken all polible 
Care to obviate the modern Objection, relating to the Dai^er 
of difcovering Secrets. He does not defire to fee what re- 
lates to Defigns, yet remaining to be executed. Surely, if 
the whole ot the InHrudions be not a Heap pf Confufion, 
every diiHn£l Defign ihuft hslve a diflind Article, and there- 
fore I cannot join with the noble Duke, in fuppofing they 
are fo intermixed, that the one cannot be undemood with- 
out the other. Bat a fhort and a full Anfwer to all fucb Ob- 
jeflions is, that if his Majefiy fhould, by way of An^er to 
our Addrefs, inform us, that what we call for contains Se- 
crets, which ought not to be difcovered, or that the Ar^le$ 
relating to Defigns already executed, are fo intermixed >.i¥Jith 
the Articles relating to Defigns yet remaining to bp executed, 
that the one cannot Jbe underftood without the other ; ,1 (ay^ 
if his Majefly (hould by his Anfwer give us fuch an Xnfoim^ 
tion, we muft appoint a few of our Number, as a fectdt 
Committee, and defire, that all fuch Inflru£lion$ or Papen 
may be laid before them ; for there are many Ldrd$ in this 
Houfe, who mud be allowed to be as fit to be entrufted vnxh 
the Secrets of our Government, as any Minifter employed by 
his Majefly ; and if we do appoint fuch a Comiaitteej 1 
hope we (hall chufe fuch Lords, as have never been en- 
trufted with any Secrets of the Minifter. 

But fuppofe, my Lords, that no Enquiry into the Condad 
of pall Meafures were at prefent neceffary ; fuppofe that the 
.Nation, as well as this Houfe, were fully fatisfied with the 
Conduft of our Minifters j yet furely, if ever we exert oar 
Privilege of being the great hereditary Co\inciI of the C^Qwn, 
. we ought to exert it upon this Occafion, an OccafioA per- 
haps the moft important that ever this Nation faw, The 
Affairs of Europe are at prefent in fuch a tickliih, fuch an 
unhappy Situation, that one wrong Step in the Cooduifl Qi 
"this Nation may involve Europe in irrecoverable Thraldom. 
Shall we then, at fuch a critical and important Conjunto^y 
•for fear of difobliging a Minifter, refufe or jiegled to make 
the proper Ufe of our Birth-right ? Shall we, for fewr of 
4ifcovering the Secrets of Government, delay doing cxa 
'Puty to our Country a'nd Sovereign, as if no Lord in this 
Houfe were fit to be eijtrufted with the Secrets of his Coua- 
pYf but fuch as happen to be the Favourites of the Mim- 
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ftcr ? Secrets, my Lords ! I do qot believe, the Govcm- Anpo 14.Geo.lL 
meiit has had any Secrets this twenty Years, that are of fuch - 174^ 
Importance, as to make it of great Signification to the Na' 
tion, whether they are difcovered or no : The ^inifter, in- 
deed, may have many Secrets of Importance, but they arc 
fach as ought to be difcovered, that the NatioQ may fee how 
it has been governed, that his MajeRy may fee how hct has 
been (erved. I hope, therefore, no Fear, no Pretence, (ball 
prevent our mnkihg ufe of our Birth- right, and performing 
that Duty we owe both to our King and Country : I hope 
we fhall upon this Occafion give our moft fefious, our moil 
flncere Advice to our Sovereign. Can we do this withmit 
being fully informed of the State of our AiFairs both at Home 
utd Abroad ? Can we get this Information any Way, bat 
by' having all Papers laid before us without Referve, that re- 
late to any important Tranfadiion our Government has been 
of late Y^rs engaged in ? 

The noble Duke has told us* that the Pofture of Af&irs is 
very much altered iince June lall. My Lords„ I ihall grant 
it } but the prefent unlucky Pofture of Affairs is owing to 
the Pofture they were then in, and the unlucky Pofture they 
were then in, was chiefly owing, I believe, to the ihallow 
Conduct of our Minifters for feveral Years before. If 
they had begun and profecuted this War with Vigour, it 
would have recovered the Chara£ler of the Nation : It would 
have attached to us our antient Allies ; and it would have 
prevented any Power in Europe frcm daring . to difturb the 
Tranquillity thereof. Therefore, before we can give any 
Advice to our Sovereign, we muft fee the Orderi!^ and In- 
flruftions given to our Admiral in the Wefi-lndies^ becaufe if 
3f they appear to be fuch as I fufpedl they are, the firft Ad- 
vice we ought to give to our Sovereign muft be, to remove 
froni his Councils thofe that advifed the giving of fuch Or« 
ders and Inftruftions. 

My Lords, if this Motion be agreed to, it wUI encourage 
Lords to move for other Papers, that may be neccflary 
lor our Information upon this important Occafion. Eveii the 
Papers now moved for may ftiew us, that a thorough En- 
quiry into our Affairs is become neceffary, that for this Pur- 
|)ore all Papers muft be laid before us without Referve, and 
that therefore we muft name a fecret Committee for infpedUng 
thofe Papers, that contain or mention any Af&irs which 
ought not to be difcovered. But if this, modeft Requeft be 
difagreed to, can any Lord expefl Succefs in any Motion 
of the fame Kind? And, I am fare, without having the 
proper Materials before us, we can neither enquire into the 
Conduft of paft Meafurcg, nor give any Advice to our 

• Sovereiga 
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Anno 14.Geo.lL Sovereign with regard to future Mcafurcs j therefore, my. 
1740. Lords, upon this QueHion, infignificant as it may appear to 
^ u^ ^'^ '^ fome, the Fate of this Nation, the Fate of Europe, muft, 
in my Opinion, depend. If it is agreed to, we fhnil be able. 
to fearch the Ulcer to the Bottom, and in that Cafe we 
may find a Remedy : But, if it paflcs in the Negative, I 
fhall expedl to fee the Liberties of Eurafe, and coniequentl/ 
' the Liberties of this Nation, overturned, by the fame Sort 
of Condudl, by which they have been brought, into their 
{refent Danger. 
Earl of IJla. 
My Lords, 

larl of Jjla, I fhall be extremely ready to agree to an Enquiry into any. 

Part of the Condufl of paii Meafures, as foon as a proper 
Opportunity offers for that Purpose j and I ihall be fo, % 
believe, for a Reafbn very different from that by. which fome 
Lords are fwayed. I ihajl be for it, becaufe, I am convin- 
ced, it will fully juftify our prefent Miniffers, and vindicate 
their ConduA from all the Afperfions that have been ground- 
Itfdy caft upon any Part of it fo enquired into ; but a gene^ 
fal Enquiry into the Condudt of all paft Meafures, eipeci- 
ally fuch asjuff then happen, to be upon the Anvil, is un- 
precedented and dangerous for the public Safety, and there^ 
ftre, I fhall never, for what I know, agree to it. Yomj 
itordfhips have often enquired into the Condudl of a parti- 
cular Aflair, or into the Condudl of a particul^ Expedition j 
but I remember no Eixample of your having fet up a gene- 
ral Enquiry into all the Meafures of an Adminiffration ; and 
as little do I remember your having enquired into any public 
Meafure whilfl it was in Agitation, or into the Condudt of 
any. particular Expedition whil^ it was in the Profecution,^ 
and not fully compleated or laid afide. • When the War is 
concluded, 1 do not know but your Lordihips may make 9f 
general Enquiry into the Management of tie War, from 
the beginning to the End ; or even during the War, yoa 
' may pick out any particular Expedition, when it is over, and 
no Hopes of refuming it, and you may enquire how, it wa^ 
conduced, in order to find out the Rea,fon why it was not 
more fi^rtunate ; for when the Event has proved as fortunate 
as could be expedted, your Lordihips can have no Occaiioii 
to enquire into it. But till the War is at an End, you can- 
not fafely, and therefore ought not to fet up a general En- 
quiry into the Profccution of it; nor can you fafely, an4 
therefore ought not to enquire into the Conduct of any par-* 
ticular Expedition, till it is quite laid afide. 

This, my Lords, is what is meant by not fettine up aa 
Enquiry fendente Bello, and the admitting of this as a 
' ' ' Rule 
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Hule fdr yoat Cdnduft, Cah be attencfed wiA iioMifchiefAnnoT4.Gco.il, 
to the Naticm, nor can it any Way derogate from the Pri- 1749- 
vilege or tJfefuttlefs of this Affembly 5 for if your LorA- * 
Ihips fhould at any time be df Opinion, that a War has been 
Imprudently Condufted, you may, ev^n during the War, 
pick out fqme Part of it, fbme one Expedition which is 
quite over, and which you think has been the worft mana- 
ged "; you may ehqifrre into that iPart of the War, an4 by 
3iat Means ycJli may remove the Guilty from having any 
thing farther to do in the Management of the War. Thua 
your Lordfhips muft fee, that this Maxim can be attended 
with no bad Confi^quence, and the Reafbn for admitting it is 
plain ; becaufe, by a general Enquiry before the War is at aft 
fend, or by an Enquiry into any particular Expedition before 
it is quite laid afide, you would difcover fuch Secrets to the 
lEnfemy as might prevent any fature Succcfs. 

That this would be the Confequence of the prefent Mo-* 
lion, fhouldit be agfeed to and comply M with, is, I think, 
highly proba1:)le. It is certain, if the Inftrudions and Or* 
ders given to Admiral Vernon are fuch as they ought to have 
been ; what they are I do not know, for I never had Occa« 
Son to fee any ^i them ; but if they are fuch as they ought^ 
vnd fuch as I hope they will appear to be, there muft be 
many Articles in them, wliich will make it very improper 
to lay them before this Aflembly. My Lords, to lay thetfl 
before this Houfe would be the fame with publifhing them ^ 
we may as well defire they fhould be fent to the Court df 
^tun^ as defire they fhould be laid before us ; for when we 
confider how many Strangers ai% daily attending our Debates, 
and how many Perfons have free Accefs to our Table, wtt 
mufl conclude it impoffible to keep any thing fecret that is 
once laid before us. The Exception which the noble Loiti 
was f leafed to add to his Motion, is no Salvo for this Ob- 
jection ; for there muft t)e many Things in the Inftmdlions^ 
which do not relate to any Expedition yet remaining to, be 
executed, and, nevertheless, are fuch as ought not to be 
publiihed. In the Time of a tery prudent and vigorous, 
tho' unlawful Government, we had a War with ^pmn. An 
Admiral with a Urong Squadron was then fent to the Wefi-^ 
Indies^ and in his Infb-ufiions there was a particular De* 
fcription of all the ^anijh Forts and Settlements in that 
Part of the World, with very proper and juft Remarks updn 
each: Tliere was likewife an Account of all the Informa« 
tions We had relating to them, and the Places where, arid 
Peribns frofo whom, he might expedt any Advice or Affift- 
ancc. May we not from thdnC'e' fuppofe, that the Inftruc- 
tions^iven to Admiral Vermn are of the iaine Nature ? Sup- 

pofc 
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AaB014.Geo.It poTe they contain an Accoant of all the drong and weak 
1740^ . P^ce* i» the Spottifi? Weft-Indies^ and Direflions how each 
* of them may with the greatefl Facility be attacked : Sup- 
pofe they contain an Account of all the fec'ret Intelligence* 
oar Minifters have had from that Fart of the World for 
many Years paft, and the Peribns Names who gave them 
that Intelligence : Sappofe they Contain an Account of the 
Places where, and the Perfons to whom, the Admiral might 
apply for future Intelligence: Suppofe they contain an Ac- 
count of the moft defencelefs Places in our own Plantations, 
and the Methods which the Admiral is to take for fecuring 
them. Thefe Suppoiitions, my Lords, are not imaginary : 
I do not make them ad Libitum : I make them, becaufe 
it is highly probable they are true ; and if they are, I 41m 
Aire it would not only be improper, but vaflly imprudent, 
to publifh thefe Inilru£lions, which will be the Cafe if you 
agree to the Addrefs propofed, and his Majefty complies 
with it $ for fuch Inilrudions cannot be poiitively faid tp 
relate to any Expedition, yet remaining to be execu- 
ted. 

But if your Lordihips fay, that fuch Articles of the In- 
flrtt£iions, as contain all or any of the Particulars I have 
mentioned, muH be fuppofed to relate to all Expeditions, 
whether already executed, or yet remaining to be executed, 
and are therefore within the Exception the noble Lord has 
i>een (>leared to add to his Motion : In this Cafe, I Ihall 
grant, your Addrefs can do no Harm ; but then I (hall be 
againft it, becaufe, from the Arguments made ufe of in its 
Favour, it mufl appear, that it can do no Good, nor po- 
duce any Effed ; and I think it inconfiilent with the Wif- 
dom and Dignity of this Houfe to offer an Addrefs to the 
Crown, which can be of no Service to ourfelves or the 
t'ublic. This, I fay, my Lords, appears from what has 
been faid by the noble Lords, who have fpoke in Favour of 
the Motion. They fay, it is not poflible to fuppofe Ad- 
miral Vernon had any Orders or> Inftniflions to attack 
Porto Bello^ or the Caflle of Cbagra : Thefe arc the only 
Expeditions, the only Defigns already executed : What then 
are you to addrefs for ? For nothing. If the Admiral had 
no Inftrudions for either of thefe Purpofes^ all his Infh-udUons 
mdk fome Way relate to Defigns yet remaining to be execu- 
ted ; and confequently you can expefl nothing from bis 
Majefty in Purfuance of your Addrefs. Thus it appears, 
that you mud either mean to addrefs for nothing, or fqr 
fomething that is inconfifl^nt with the public Safety i and 
in either Cafe, it is what I cannot agree to. 

I I hare 
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I have often lieard it faid in our Debates, tliat if Lords Anno 14.Geo.II, 
Were in eameft in ttieir Profeffions, they would agree to what 1740. 
was propofed. My Lords, i hope I Ihall be exculed, when 
I fay, this is not Parliamentary Language. All Sides are 
fuppofed to be in earneft in every thing they profefs : Cha- 
rity obliges us to believe, that every Lord is in earneft in 
what he lays, and Decency obliges us to avoid infinuating 
he is not. I know there have been Examples of a contra- 
ry Behaviour on both Sides ; but whatever Clamours there 
may be without Doors, the Regard we owe to the augufb 
Amenably of which we are Members, fhould, upon all Occa- 
{lotis, make . os bridle our Tongues, and be extremely cau- 
tious, of ufing any haifh ExpreiTions, or making ugly Iniinu-> 
ations, with refped to one another : Whilft we do this, we 
may' be very eafy about the Clamours without Doors ; for 
it is a Sort of Parliamentary Art, that has been pradlifed by 
all Parties, to naake Motions in Parliament, which they 
know it is not pofTible for the oppofite Party to comply with, 
in order from thence to raife. a groundlefs Clamour without 
Do6rs, that thofe who refufe to comply with fuch Motions, 
are4(ol{ iincere in what they profefs. 

iohaVfe. already made one Profcffion ; I began, my Lords, 
^th profeffing. That I fhall always be ready to agree to 
thk Houfe*$ enquiidng into any Part of the ConduA of paft 
^tcJfures,' when a proper Opportunity offers for that Pur- 
pe^el Whether or no I am in this believed to be fmcere, 
iff what I do not know; but I am myfelf confcious that I 
adr;. and therefore I Ihall, without Scruple, to this add 
another Profeffion or Declaration, which is, that I fhall always 
he ready to approve of our exerting our Birthright, in giving 
oui; moftfincere Advice to the Crown, with regard to future 
Meafuiies, provided it be done in a decent Maimer, and upon 
a proper Occafion. From a great Authority we have learn- 
ed, That in a Multitude of Counfellors there is Safety ; but 
it i$ equally true, that in a Multitude of Counfellors there 
is no Secrecy : This may Ihew us, upon what Occafion it i» 
proper for us to offer our Advice to the Crown. In Affairs 
of a public Nature, where all the Circumftances may be com- 
municated to us, without endangering the public Safety, 
and when the Affairs are of great Importance to the Nation 
or the Cr0wn,- it is very proper for us to take them into 
OUT Gonfideration, and to offer our beft Advice to the 
Crown : .But in' all Affairs of a fecret Nature, where many 
Circumftances are fuch, that they cannot be difcovered to a 
numerous Affembly, without endangering the public Safety, 
it is not proper for us to offer our Advice, becaufe we can- 
not be fully informed : At leaft we ought not, unlefs called 
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Anno 14.Gco.ll. upon by our Sovereign to do fo, and thcto, if wc do, it diti 
1740. only be upon public and general Appearances ; therefore, 
' even upon fuch Occafions, when we o&r any Advice it ought 
to be with great Deference to oar Sovereign's better Infor- 
znation. For this Reafon, the Wifdom of our Conftitntion 
hsa entrufted the Care and Condudt of Peace and War folely 
to the Crown, becaufe nothing relating to any Treaty of 
Peace ought to be publifhed, tUl the Treaty be finally con- 
cluded, and every thing relating to War ought to be reiblv- 
ed on and conduced with the greatefl Secrecy. 

I (hall grant, my Lords, that the prefent Occafion is ex- 
tremely important: I ihall grant, that a very wrong Step in 
our Condud may be fatal to the Liberties of Eurof^, as 
well as our own ; but I do not fee how your Lordfhips can 
prevent it. The Importance of the prefent Occafion relates 
entirely to what the Wifdom of our Conftitution has en- 
truiled folely to the Crown : It relates entirely to the con- 
dudling the War we are now engaged in, and the conducing 
fuch Negotiations, as may be necefTary for preventing, or 
enabling us to carry on another. Can you, in either of 
thefe Cafes, with any Propriety, oflFer your Advice 2 Yoa 
cannot pretend to offer your Advice, as to the Condud of 
the War we arc now engaged in, without having every Cir- 
cumflance relating to it laid before you ; and this may occa- 
fion, inHeadof preventing, your Ruin: You cannot pretend 
to offer your Advice, as to the Condu6l of thofe Negotiati* 
ons that may be necefTary for preventing, or for enabling 
you to carry on another War, without having the present 
CircumHances of Jfia, as well as Europe, fully laid before 
you, with all the lecret Intelligence our Government may 
be fuppofed to have, relating thereto; and this would not, 
I am fure, be a proper Mediod to render any of your Ne- 
gotiations fuccefsful. Therefore, I hope the noble Lords, 
who feem to be fo fond of our oflerine our Advice upon 
this Occafion, will excufe me, if I think they are defiring 
us to make a very wrong Step, for fear our Miniflers fhould 
make one; and this I fhould be againfl, had I a much 
worfe Opinion of our Miniflers than I have. 

In fhort, my Lords, though I have a very great Opini- 
on of the Wifdom of thofe, who at prefent happen to be 
the confHtuent Members of this Houfe, yet I am for 
trufting more to the Wifdom of our Conftitution, than to 
theirs. Our Miniflers will for their own Safety tike the 
bcft Methods they can think of, both for conducting the 
War, and for condudling our Negotiations ; and if their 
own Wifdom fhould fail them, I hope Providence will di- 
rect them to take the moft proper Methods for bringing the 
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War to a happy and fpeedy Conclufion, an4 for prefcnr- Anno i4.GeoJI. 
ingand eUabliibing the Liberties of Europe. 1740. 

Earl of Cbefterpeld, ^^„^ ^ ^ ^ 

My Lords, 

Tho' L harity obliges us to believe, that all Men are fin- Earl of Chefin* 
cere, till the contrary evidently appears, and the' Decency/*^*'- 
often obliges us to avoid telling them they are not fo ; yet 
one cannot help a Suipicion arifmg in one's Breaft, when 
we find Lords profeffing their Readinefs to join in an Enquiry, 
or in exerting our Birthright of being the great Couniellors 
of the Crown, and yet upon all Occafi.ons oppofuig it, and 
in Support of their Oppoiition offering fuch Arguments, as, 
if they were admitted, would render it impoifible for thia 
Hbuf^ ever to /enquire into the Condud of paft Meafures, or 
to oiFer any Advice in relation to future. The noble Lord 
iays, we ought never to offer our Advice in Affairs relating 
<o Peace or War, that is to fay, in any foreign Affairs what- 
io&iZT^ pnlefs called upon hy the King to do fo. My Lords, 
1 know nothing elfe we can have Occafion to offer our Ad- 
vice in, unlefs it be, whether the King (hall go to the 
play or the Opera, whether he fliall fhew Mercy to a 
Thief,, or order him to be hanged, or fomethin^ of equal 
Importance ; for in all domestic Affairs of any great Im- 
|)Ortance, our King, thank God ! is limited hy the Laws, 
and ought not to tranfgrefs them, even tho* this Houfe 
ihould aidviie him to do fo. And as to our being called 
iq)on, we know firom Experience, that tho* this Hqafe be 
•the hereditary great Council of the Crown, yet our Advice 
is very feldom aflced in a ferious Manner. Kings, my Lords, 
are generally for confulting with fuch as are of their own 
chufmg, and thefe are often fuch as have no Dignity, Pri- 
vilege or Right by their ferth. We know, the greateft 
Empire that ever was on Earth, was once governed by the 
fole Advice of a freed Slave ; and one of the greateff Em- 
pires now in being is generally governed by the Advice of a 
Cabinet Council of Eunuchs, and fuch as they (hall chuib 
for their Privy Council ; therefore, if we never offer our 
Advice, but when it is feriouily aiked by the Crown, I am 
afraid we ffiail very ieldom exert that Privilege, which is 
our Birthright. 

How this Houfe has of late Yean come to be fo much 
lafpeded of blabbing, I do not know ; but it is a very new 
DoiSirine, -to fay, that nothing can be communicated to 
this Houfe, without making it public. The very firft In- 
flance of our being refiifed any Paper we thought necefiary 
fcr our Information, for fear it Ihould be thereby made 
public, was in the Year ^^^\^ Since that Time; indeed, 
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AnnoH-Geo.irit has been commonly and frequently pradifed; and yet, 
1740* whatever Secrets our Miniilers may have had fince that 
Time, I do not think the Nation had ever fewer in any 
equal Period of Time. This new Do£b:ine therefore is not 
of above twenty Years ftanding ; and as I difapprove of 
many of the new political Doctrines ftarted in that Period, 
fo I likewife difapprove of this. I do not think it can be 
approved of by any Lord who confiders^ that we can^ 
whenever we pieafe, ihut every Stranger out of the Houfe : 
We may even (hut out our Clerks, or we may name a fecret 
Committee of a very few Members. This, I fay, we can 
do ; but we have no Occafion to do fo, till his Majefty tells 
us that the Papers he is to lay before us require it. 

I muft therefore lay it down as a Maxim, That we not 
only may, but that we fometimes ought to offer pur Advice 
in Afiairs of Peace and War, or in Affairs of the moft fecret 
Nature ; and that, in order thereto, we may and ought to 
call for all Papers that are neceilary for our Information. 
I fay, my Lords, we not only may, but fometimes ought to 
offer our Advice ; and our Duty in this Refpe6l is to be de- 
termined by the Notion we have of the Minifter's Conduct, 
and by the general Appearance of Things. It is obf^rved, 
that every Author has a particular Stile or Spirit in Writing ; 
{o, I believe, every Adminiflration, or every Miniffer has a 
particular Stile or Spirit in his Condu6l : If we judge of the 
Stile or Spirit of our prefent Minilter*s Condud from what 
is paft, which is the only Way we can judge,* we muft con- 
clude, it is a blundering Stile, it is an evil Spirit.' Can we 
exped, that he who gave Admiral Hofier Orders to perfuade 
the Enemy's Ships to furrender, and to lie with his Squa- 
dron, till it rotted, before a Sea Port which Mr. Vernon has 
taken with a fourth Part of the Force ; I fay, can we ex- 
ped, that he will give proper Orders to any Admiral ? Can 
we expert, that he who in 1 727 flowed Spain to carry on a 
War for ttvo Years againft us, without fo much as attempt- 
ing to give them one Blow, will carry on the prefent War 
with Vigour? Can we exped, that he who condudted our 
tedious Negotiations with Spain to the late moft honourable 
Convention, will conduct any Negotiation to a happy and 
Jionourable Conclufion ? 

The noble Lord told us, that we have no Occafioff to en- 
quire into the Condud of an Expedition, when it has met 
with all the Succefs that could be expedled : I fay the fame 
of our foreign Affairs in general. When the Sky all around 
appears to be ferene, when no Cloud feems to be hanging 
over us, we have no Occaiion to interpofe by our Enquiry 
fm4 Advic? ; buf when the Sky is over^, when Clouds 
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appear read/ to overv^helm us in a Deluge, it is then the Aims i4.C«oIL 
Duty of this Houfe to interpofe, we ought then to enquire J74«- 
into the Condudi of pail; Meafures, in order to give his Ma* 
jefly our Advice about future. 

ThdSy my Lords^ if we confider the pafl Conduft of our 
Minifter, if we confider the prefent Appearance of Things, 
we muft conclude, that at this Time it is our Duty to inter- 
pofe with our Advice, and for that Purpofe to make a tho- 
rough Enquiry into pait Meafures, and into the prefent State 
of our A&airs. Shall we truft the Management of a War, 
which ought to be profecuted in the moft vigorous Manner, 
to the Advice of a Minifter who, from the whole Tenor of 
his Condudk, appears to be pufiUanimous and irrefolute ? In 
the dangerous State in which the Affairs of Europe are at 
preient involved, fhall we trufl the extricating of them to 
the Advice of the very Man who, for what we know, najr 
in all Appearance, has been the chief Caufe of their being 
io involved ? 

Having thus, my Lords, fhewn, that we not only may, 
but fometimes ought to offer our Advice to the Crown, even 
with refpefb to foreign Affairs, or the Affairs of Peace and' 
War, and as a thorough Enquiry is neceifary for enabling us 
to give proper Advice, therefore it is evident, not only that 
we may at any Time, but that we fometimes ought to en- 
quire into the Conduct of fuch Affairs. But fuppofe we 
were not upon this Occaiion to offer any Advice to the 
Crown, yet a general Enquiry into the Conduct of pail Mea- 
fures may be neceifary, in order to puni(h or remove a Ml- 
aiiler, who, we think, has given weak or wicked Advice 
to' our Sovereign. Upon this Subjed, the noble Lord who 
ipoke laft feemed to admit, that we may enquire into the 
Condud even of Affairs relating to Peace and War ; but 
then fays he, you muil not make a general Enquiry into the 
Condu^ of a War till it be concluded, nor into the Condudb 
of any particular Expedition, if there be any Hopes of its 
being refumed, which, he fays, is the true Meaning of the 
Maxim, that pendente Bella no Enquiry is to be made ipto 
the Management of a War. I have already ihewn, that 
the Foundation of this Maxim is falfe, becaufe an Af&ir 
may be enquired into by this Houfe, without the leafl Dan- 
ger of difcovering to the Enemy any Secrets relating to it« 
But 1 mufl beg Leave to examine this Maxim, as the noble 
Lord has explained it, a little farther. 

Your Lordfliips muft allow, that it is our Duty in this 
Houfe to prevent a Mifchief when apprehended, as well as 
to puniih the Authors when it has been brought upon us : 
It is our D^ty to prevent the Mifmanagement of a War> as 

well 


r 514 ) 

Afuio 14.Gco.II. well as to puni(h thofc who have mifmanaged it. If Tnoen- 
1740. diaries were fetting Fire to a Houfey it would be very ridi- 
culous in the Proprietor to fit Hill, and allow them to do ^, 
in Hopes of being able to apprehend and punilh them after 
they have burnt his Houfe down about his Ears. Woul4 
not this be the very Cafe, if it were to be admitted as a 
Maxim, that for Fear of diicovering the Secrets of our 
Government to the Enemy, this Houfe muft never enquire 
into the Condud of a War till it is concluded, that is to 
fay, till by Mifcondud and bad Succefs, we are obliged ta 
fubniit to a difhonourable Peace? Suppofe the Peribns 
chiefly employed in conducing the War were Traitors : 
Suppofe they themfelves difcovered all the Secrets of our 
Government to the Enemy ; would it not be ridiculous ia 
this Houfe, to fufpend our Enquiry for Fear of difcovering 
Secrets, we had good Reafon to believe to be already dif- 
covered ? 

The noble Lord was fenfible 'of thefe ridiculous Confe^r 
quences from his Maxim, and therefore he thought of an 
Expedient : He told us, we might enquire into fame parti- 
cular Expedition that had mifcarried, and from thence find 
Means to remove thofe that had been guilty of Mifcondudtr 
But his Expedient will, upon Examination, be found, like 
all our modern Expedients, good for nothing. Suppofe the 
Mifcondud is in not profecuting the War with Vigour : 
Suppofe no one Expedition has ever been undertaken, which 
is the preient Cafe, how will you remove the Guilty by en- 
quiring into the Condud of fome particular Expedition i 
Suppoie the Mifcarriage of an Expedition was not owing to 
thoie employed in carrying it on, but to the Treachery of 
thofe that contrived and advifed it, how will you difcover ctr 
remove the Guilty by enquiring into the Condud of that 
particular Expedition ? My Lords, the Expedient is equally 
abfurd with the Maxim. By an Enquiry into the Conda& 
of any particular Expedition, the Mifcondud of Under- A- 
gents and Officers may be dete^d and punifhed, which is 
not the Bufinefs of this Houfe ; but the Mifbehaviour or 
Treachery of chief Miniflers, who are the only proper Ob^ 
jeds of our Refentment, can never be come at, or they 
thereby removed from having any Thing farther to do in 
conducing the War. This can only be done by a general 
Enquiry, which therefore ought to be fet on Foot, or fbme 
Steps made towards it, as foon as there arifes the leaft Sufpt- 
cion of any Mifcondudl. 

This, my Lords, is the prefent Cafe. There is a Sofpi- 
cion that Admiral Fernott had no proper Orders. I think it 

16 evident^ either that he had no proper Orders, or that he 
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ivas ndt provided with a proper Force; and therefore^ lAn&o 14.Geo.irr 
think, that in one or other of thefe Cafes a parliamentary 'Mo* 
Cenfure muft enfue. But before we can proceed, we muft " ^ ' 
have a parliamentary Knowledge, which of thefe Cafes we 
are to aj^ly it to. If he had proper Orders, our Cenfure 
muft be applied to his not being provided with a proper 
Force. If he had no proper Orders : If he had, as I fuf- 
peft, no Orders, but only a general Order for Reprizals, 
and to proteft our own Trade in that Part of the World, we 
can pafs no Cenfure upo;i his not being provided with a pro- 
per Force, becaufe he had fufHcient ^r that Purpofe. But 
then, I think, we ought to pafs a Cenfure upon his being 
fent out with fuch puny Orders, againil an Enemy that me* 
rited our higheil Refentment. 

From hence your Lordfhips muft fee, how necefTary it is 
to have his Orders and Inftrudions laid before us, becauie 
without them we can have no parliamentary Knowledge how 
to ^pply our Cenfure, and confequently can pais no Cenfure, 
tho' every one of your Lordftiips were convinced that we. 
ought. If Mr. remands Orders are all right, and fuch as 
they ought to be, I fhall moft heartily condole with our 
Miniilers in cafe your Lordihips ihould put a Negative upon 
this Motion. But if your Lordihips do put a Negative upon 
it, and I find the Friends of our Minifter concurring in that 
Negative, I (hall hugely fufpe6l, all is not right ; for if I 
were to purchafe an Eftate, and the Seller (bould tell me^ 
he had a very good Title, but for certain Reafons could not 
ihew it me, I am fure, I ihould not believe a Word he faid, 
and much lefs pay him the Purchafe-Money. 

The noble Lord faid, he could not agree to this Motion^ 
becaufe, from the Arguments made ufe of in its Favour, it 
appeared we were to addrefs for nothing: I fhall grant, 
that if Mr. Vemon had no Orders to attack Farto Bello or 
Chagra^ his Majefty can lay nothing before us in Purfuance 
of this Addrefs ; but it is this very Nothing we Addrefs for. 
If his lif ajefty returns for Aniwer, that no Part of Mr. Ver* 
iton^s Inftradions relates to any Expedition already executed, 
we (hall then have a Parliamentary Knowledge, that he had 
no Orders for attacking Porto Bello or Omagra 5 and if he 
had not, I will averr, he had no proper Orders 5 therefore 
this Addrefs may have a very good EfFedl for the public 
Service, tho* his Majefty fhould lay nothing before us in 
Purfuance of it. 

The Portreffes of Porto Bello and Chagra, my Lords, 

lay fo open to our Attacks, and it was fo neceifary for us to 

poflefs or demolilh them, in order to open a Trade with the 

Spanijb Settlement!, that it was a moft flagrant Piece of 

I Mif- 


( 5^6 ) 

Awio 14.Geo.II* Mifcondudt* if Mr. Vernon had no Order to attack (hem : It 
1740. i|vaSy i thinky a moft flagrant Piece oi Mifcondu^ not to 
fend him out with a proper Force for taking and holding 
them, at leaft during the War. But this, we are tdd, 
would have brought the French againft us, who have taken 
the Alarm upon hearing only, that we were preparing to 
fend a Land-Force to the Wefi-Indies^ and have therefore 
fent their Squadrons thither, to prevent our Defigns : If 
they have fent their Squadrons thither with this Deiign^ 
they can do no more, and as thefe Squadrons will not, I 
believe, be able to prevent our Defigns, if vigoroufly exe- 
cuted, I hope we (hall proceed. But I do notbelieve^ .the 
Trench intended to attack us, or to join openly with the 
Spaniards againU us ; I believe, they fent their Squadrons 
thither, only to frighten us : They know from Experience 
this may be done. We have for thefe twenty Years gene*- • 
rally begun with a Sort of Bullying, that is, with putting 
ourfelves to the Expence of fitting out our Squadrons, and 
augmenting -our Armies ; but when we found that would not 
do, we have always grown as tame as Chickens, and havQ^ . 
allowed ourfelves to be bullied out of, and into, every; . 
Thing our Enemies pleafed to infift on. . _ . 

No Menaces from France can, therefore, be an Excu&^s; 
and as I fufpedt, that fuch Menaces were a Reafbn with oar; 
Miniller, for not furnifhing Mr. Vernon with proper Orders^ 
I am the more curious to fee them ; but the nobk Losd 
who fpoke lafl, has furnifhed roe with a new Argument^ 
and fuch a one as I neither did, nor could before thkik.o^. 
for having thefe Orders laid before this Houfe. He faya^ hct 
never faw them : This my Lords, is very furprizing : As the 
noble Lord has faid fo, it muft be true ; and as he is notox^3r 
one of his Majefty's Privy Council, but alfo, I believe, one 
of his Cabinet Council, and without Derogation I may fay^ 
as able a Statefman as any Lord in either, it is to me a 
Proof, that Mr. Vernon\ Inftrudlions were never under the 
Confideration of his Majefty's Privy or Cabinet Council, 
and therefore, I think, they ought now to be taken into 
the Confideration of this Houfe, which is his Majefly*s great ' 
Council : Nay, we ought to confider this very Point, why 
they were not laid before his Majefty's Cabinet Council. The 
noble Lord faid, that in the •Multitude of Counfellors there 
is no Secrecy. It feems, there is fome one of great In- 
fluence about his Majefty, who is of the fame Opinion, and 
therefore he took Care, that no one ihould fee thefe Inftroc- 
tipns but himfelf. • This convinces me, they were not right, 
for if they had, I can fee no Reafon for fo much Secrecy 5 
and therefore, I think, we ought to addrefs for them, that 
they may be altered or amended, for I doubt if this can be 
4pne in any ether of h|s Majefty's Councils. XF 


If there are no Secrets in thefe InflruSions, my Lords, Anno 14. Gco.ll. , 
but thoffe of the Nation, no Harm could enfue frorh having '74<^- 
the Whole kid before us, becaafeif they ought to be kept ^— nr**^ 
very fecret; we could treat them accordingly, it iseafy to 
make Suppoiitions about what may be in them, but it is aa 
eafy to make Suppofitions of what may not be in them : I 
could make Suppoiitions of this Kind, which^ from the 
Stile and* Spirit of our Minifber^s Condu^, are ihore probable 
than thofe the noble Lord has been pleafed to make ; and his 
Lordfhip has owned his being in the fame Caie with me : 
Neither of us can aflert. If then no Harm could enfue^ at 
leaft to the Nation, from having the Whole laid before u.% 
furclj no Danger is to be apprehended from having laid before 
us the Nothing, or the Something, now propofed to be 
addreifed for. But, my Lords, according to the modern 
Way of arguing upon all Occafions, when Papers are pro- 
pofed to be addreffed for, ^nd with Regret I muft confefs, ac-. 
cording to the late Behaviour of thisHoufe, we never can en- 
quire into the Condud of a Minifter, till after his being dif- 
niiTed the Service of the Crown : When he has lofl: that Fa- 
vour, upon which his Influence depends, and is given up by 
ikt, Crown to be buffeted by the Parliament, w^ may then, 
and not till then, have fuch Papers laid before us, as are ne- 
ceiFary for enquiring into his Condu6l. This, I fay,i feems 
to be the Refult of thoie Arguments that have for fome Time 
prevailed in this Houfe ; but I hope it will never become an 
eftabiiihed Maxim > for if it (hould, the Parliament will then 
be made ufe of, not to buffet thofe that deferve it, but to 
buffet every Man that happens to be fo unfortunate, as to 
fail under tlieRefentmentof the chief Favourite of the Crown 
for the Time being; which, in my Opinion^ would be a 
moft terrible State of Things \ and as our agreeing to this 
Motion will be one Step towards preventing it, therefore I 
fball moft heartily concur with my noble Friend in the Mo- 
tion he has made you. 
"Lord Hervej^ 
My Lords, 

In this Debate, as well as a great many others of the fame Lord Hervty^ 
Nature, I find the Opinion of the Populace without Doors 
is very much iniifled on, as if this Houfe were obliged to 
enqaire,.and to cenfure, as often as the giddy Multitude takes 
it into their Heads, tiiat the AdminiSration have beende* 
ficient in their Duty, or mi^ken in their Politics. If this 
were the Cafe, no Minifter could ever be eafy, nor could any 
one Seflion pafs over without ah Enquiry and Cenfure : Every 
Sefiion would produce a new Adminiftration, and every Year 
would give the Popul^e the Diveriion of feeing a Sacrifice 
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Anno 14. Oeo.ll. made of fome of the Maufters or Magiftrated of the fire-' 
^740^ ^ ceding, tUlatlaft, <ve ihoiild have nek^r Mioifter nor Ma- 
giftrace in the Kingdom ; for what Man of common Seni^ 
would accept of a Pott in our GoTernment, if he ^verq 
certain* that,, before the End of the Year, he would be ikcri-i 
ficed to the Refentment of thole, whom by the Duty of hia 
Office he muH difoblige ? We ihould at thk Rate have no^ 
thing but Anarchy and Confufion amongft us s and therefore 
your Lordihips muft fee, that the Opinipnsy the Soipicions^ 
' or the Clamours of the People without Doors, can be no^ 
Rule for your Condudi in this Houie. In all your Deli-| 
berations here, you are to confider what Juftice requires^! 
and what may be mod for the public Good, without regard| 
to what may be moft agreeable to the People without 
Doors. If you do this, you may contemn what is laid an 
gainfl you, and defpife thoie Reproaches, which can have no 
Foundation, but the Ignorance or Malice of the Revilers. 

For this Reafon« my Lords, I ihall give myielf very little 

Trouble about what may be thought of this Quefiion wiehouc 

Doors, and as little ihall I give myfelf any Tfouble sdioat; 

enquiring, whether it be intended as a previous Step towards 

our giving his Majefty Advice with regards fixture Mea* 

iures, or towards our enquiring into the Condud of pail Mea- 

iiires ; becaufe, whatever may he thought of it withoiit Doorv 

whatever may be intended by it witiun Doors, I think our 

agreeing to it would be inoonfiflent with the public Good. 

For Proof of this I have already, in this Debate, heard many 

ftrong Ai^uments advanced, none of <which hav&as yet been 

anfwered: I think them unanfwexahle* That the laying 

of fuch Papers before us would difcover the Secoets of our 

Government to our Enemies ; nay, that it imight probably 

make Enemies of thofe, 'who are now oor Friendi, is, I 

thmk, evident to a Demonibration. I know, my Loords, it 

is not veryromplaifant to fay, that aiothingt can be kept fe- 

cret that is once laid before this AifemUy { but J would not 

flatter even this Afiembly at the Expence of my Country i 

and as I fhall always chufe rather to be iincete than complain 

fant, I mnft join with other noble Lords in iaying, that no 

&ch Thing can, in my Opinion, be expe&d : Even the 

noble Lords who jhavefpoke. in Favour of .the Motion^ £eem 

to join in this Opinion ; .and therefore hare>told us, that in 

eafe his Majefty, in his Anfwer to our Addsefs, ihould iay, 

that thofe Papers contain Secrets which ought.not to be dif- 

covered, we may then appoint a iecret Commitlxe.fi>r iufpeft- 

ing the Papers, and fer rqsorting fuch Paxts^of them, as may 

• be fafely communicated, with their C^pinionuponlhe Whole, 

to the Houfe. 

This 
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Ilk f kne^j, my Lords, we may do ; but upon Cvtch a Anno 14.Geo.ll* 
Report Jbofir can we proceed ? We muft either put an implidt i740i» 
Faidi in the Rc^it of the Lords CooimitteeSf or we caa 
proceed bo farther. If upon fuch a Report we fiiould pro- 
oetdto ofier any Advice io his M^efty, can any Lord con- 
car is ofaiig that Advice, without feeing; all thofe Papers^ 
anf knowing aU thofe Fa&sjupon which it is foanded? With- 
oat thb Knowledge, can he determine whether the Advice 
ber^ter wroBg? And will any of your Lo!r4^ips allow 
yoorName to be made a(e of for giving Weight to an Ad- 
rice, whkby for what you know, may be the word th'aC 
was erer gw&k f Suppofe, that upon fuch a Report we 
IbMpmcefid to CenAue, would any Lojd be fo unjuil, a$ 
tt jottt HI ceofiiring a Minifter's Condodt, witliout knowing 
ssyofdie Fa&s upom which that Cenfure was founded? 
Tiie Loids Committees m^t fay fbmething in their own 
ViodicaekMi ; they might fay, they had dircovered in th(^e 
?^ fikck Fa&, as gave a fufiici^t Ground for Cenfure ; 
ittwhatcoaM aay other Lord of this Houfe fay? They 
Q»ld&y nothing feat this : The Lords Committees thought 
tie CenSbre juft, and therefore I believed it was fo ; which 
mf be a Reasan Cathdic, but is not^ I am certain, a Pro* 
^t Sort of jBelief ; and I am as certain that it would no 
% redoimd to the Hohoiir of the Lord who faid fo, or to 
I ^Oora^r of this Hou& in general. 

Sappofe agaia, my Lords, that upon fuch a Report we 

I ^ to proceed to a Sentence of joilificatton or Approba-* 

^- Even tibis I fhould not chafe to agree to, without 

J'»«ng Tcry jftri^ly escaminoi into that Condudl, which { 

2» Am expie&ly to juftifyi but if the Majority of this 

Hoofeihoald plane fo much Faith in the Lords Committees, 

^tD 3QU1 in this Sentence of JuftiHcation, would this > give 

^ Stdsfadioir to the Pasiple without Doof s^ or would it any 

^}y contribttta to 9^^- thofe Clamours, which are now 

^ to be fb general agaiad the Conduct of the Adminiftra- 

^? My Lords, the Minifters know it would not, and 

*««fe« 1 am not at. all fuprized at their being againft 

^hat maft give yoir LordQiips a great deal of Trouble, and 

oa do than no Service. They are confcions„ I believe, 

nat the Qamours againft them are without any real Founda- 

^i^a^ therefore they defpife them: Such Clamours, they 

«w, Witt f^hfide of thcmfehres, or will, by the CQurfe of 

^^ be tamed to the Cbnfufion of tbrfe that raife them ; 

*!*^^Raifoft, they do not defite your Lord(hips(hould 

Nyonriav»anyTroubleabQutthem. Should your Lordr 

I rnu^ ^ Eaqiiiry be never fo fiilly convinced of t% 

! "^"^/n, as well as Uprightnefs of our Minillers, yet your 

i '740. '^ Yyyz AcquitjaJ 

f. ■ -■ ' 


A nn T4.Ge0.II Acqaittal could tio Way Hop die Mouths qF thofe that cla- 
i-^^c mour without Rcafon, nor could it give any SatiafaAion tp 
the Nation ; becaufe chat Acquittal would, probably, be 
tounded on Fa6ts, which the public Safety would not permit 
to ue made public. Therefore, without communicating to 
the whole Houfe, and conlequently, I think, to the whole 
World, all the Papers that are laid before you, itir, in 'my 
Opinion, iropoffible for you to proceed, either to adriie, 
cenfure, or juftify ; and as this, with regard to the Paperi 
now moved for, would be abfblutely inconiiflent with die 
public Safety, I cannot agree to your prefenting fuch an Ad* 
'drefs as is now propofed ; becaufe I (hall never be for this 
HouCe'A defiring any Thing of their Sovereign, which, I 
think, he cannoi grant without injuring jthe Honour of the 
Crown, or endangering the Safety of the Nation. 
' That this may be the Cafe, is eyident, I think, from the 
very Nature of the Papers now propofed to be called for. 
If the noble Lord had been pleafed to confine his Motion to 
the Orders given to Admiral Vernon, confidering the many 
Motions of the fame Kind we have of late Years had before 
this Houfe, I (hould not have been much furprized at it ; 
but to defire, that his Majefty fhould lay before this UouCe 
like wife the Inflru6lions given to that Admiral, is fomething 
I think very extraordinary ; for tho' a noble Lord, who di- 
Ainguifhes well and properly in other Cafes, has in this 
Debate confounded Orders and Inftrudions, yet there is cer- 
tainly a very great Difference. The Orden given to our 
Admirals are always iigned by the Lor<J High' Admiral;. or 
the Commiflioners appointed to«execute that high Office ; bot 
the InHruf^ions, or fome of them, may be fuch as are iigned 
py his MajeAy alone ; from whence it is evid^t, that they 
nay contain Secrets which art; known to none but the King, 
and which he is in Honour obliged not to aMnmunicate to 
any, but thofe that are to make the proper Ufe of them. I 
know, my Lords, that Suppofitions of any Kind may be 
made, but there are many Degrees in the Reafonableneis .pr 
Prob ability of Suppositions, and when they are made, we 
are to judge whether they are reafonable or no. In the pre- 
fent Oife, I ihall for Example fuppofe> that his. Majefty has • 
a fecret Correfpondence with fome of the Grandees or con- 
siderable Perfons in New Spainy and that he is upon Honoai; 
engaged not to communicate the Secret to any, but the Ad- 
miral he fends mto that Part of the World. This, I flmll 
grant, is a mere Suppofition ; but it cannot be (aid tobeab^ 
^lutely unreafonable, if we coniider how much the People 
of that Country are diflatisfied with their Government^ and 
' - ' wha( 
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wlmt a real Advantage it would be for them to-be freed firon^ Apno 14.9^0.11. 
the Yoke of 5/^?/». ^ '740. 

Kow, nay Loixls, if his Majeftr has, or ever had fuch a 
fecret Correfpondenci, he muft have communicated it tp 
Admiral Vermin by means of an Inllruftion figned by himfclf 
alone.; how inconfiftent then wo\ild it be with the Honour 
of the Crown, and the Intereft of the Nation, efpecially 
with regard to our Succefs in the prefent War, ^o have fuch 
an Inlfcra6lion laid before this Aflembly ? The Inftru^^ion 
fliay relate to a De^gn already executed, and yet thePerfons 
that carried on this Correfpondence may ftill be in the Powe/ 
of the Enemy : Their being apprehended and executed would 
t^ th^ certain and imi^ediate ConfeqaenceofaDifcovery; 
SMid after fuch la Difcovery^ could this Nation ever expeA 
Xd have amy Correfpondence with, or any Intelligence from 
im Enemy *s Country } 

Soch Coniiderations as thefe, tny Lords, muft Ihew u?, 
chat, let tlie Confequence be what it will, we can never de- 
Jire all Papers to be laid before us, that relate to any foreign 
Aflair then in Agitation, and yejt this needs no): hinder us 
from giving a general Advice to his Majefly, when we think 
it necdSary ; nor can it hinder us from cenfuring (he Condu(2 
of a • Minifter, if • from Circumflances publicly known, he 
ibould appear to deferve it, or if by Chance any Fads 
ihould come (o Light, that might afford Reafon for that 
Cenfare. Laft Sjeffion we joined with the other Houfe in 
giving 9- general Advice to his Majefty relating to future 
-Measures, without majking a particular Enquiry into any of 
tiiofe that were pafl : I did not then, I do not yet indeed 
think it was neceifary for us to offer any fuch Advice ; but I 
oonctirred with other Lords in agreeing to the Requeft of the 
Commons, bec^afe I thought it was a good Advice, and \ 
hope oar Succefs in the War ihill be fuch, as may enable his 
Majefiy to fol)ow that Advice. In the fame Manner we 
may,* upon any pther Occaii6n, make ufe of our Privilege , 
of beii^ the hereditary great Council of the Crown^ when, 
from the Circumflances that are publicly known, we can 
deten}>in« what Advice we ought to give; but in order 
tl^er^to, we muft not pretend to dive into the Secrets of Go;** 
▼ernment, becaufe it is inconfiflent with the Safety of the 
public, to lay them before fuch a numerous Affembly. 

This, my Lords, I take to be the right Do Arine with re- 
gard ta Advice ; ai>d with ]|Tgar4 to Cenfijre, if from tl^e 
general State of Things, or from Circumilances publicly 
known, the Condu£l of a Minifter fhould appear to be 
wrong, your Lordfhips could certainly both cenfure and pu- 
^(h hiR> without any particular inquiry into the whole 

Tenor 
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A»i» i4.Geo.n. Tenor of hit Condad :' Or if any of yoar LordAips knew 
■ J^740' and could prove any particular Fa£b againft a Minifter, yoa 
^11 — jj^^ i_f ^Qyij certainly give an Account of them to the Houfc, and 
have Judgment upon them ; nay, if any particular Paper 
fhould be neceffary for a Proof of thofe Fafts, the Houfe 
would, probably,^ agree to a Motion for having it laid before 
us ; but furely we are not to call for all Pap«rs relating to 
the Conduct of public Affairs for fome Years preceding, in 
order from thence to fiih out an Accufation againft a Minifter. 
According to thefe Rules, my Lords, wc have no Occafion 
for having the Papers now moved for laid before us, becauie, 
if we think it our Duty, we may, without feeing any of 
thofe Papers, proceed to advife his Majefty, or cenfore his 
Minifiers : but the Affairs of Europe are at prelent in foch a 
perplexed Situation, that I do not think we can, from a ge- 
neral View of Things, determine what Adirice may be moft 
proper to be given to his Majefty j and with regard to the 
Condudof the War, I am furc we have no Reafon, either 
from general Appearances, or from any particular Faft I have 
heard of, to cenfure any of his Majefty's Minifters. We 
have met with as few Misfortunes, as, I believe, ever, iany 
Nation iiid in a Twelvemonth, or i6 Months Coorfe of 
"Wary and we have done as much I>amage to the Enemy^ as 
could well be expeded, confidering how ill we were provided 
for carrying it on, when we were obliged to begin Holli- 
lities. I muH fuppofe, that no Friend of Admiral VimM\ 
will fay, he attacked Fprto Belh^ or fort Chagra without 
Orders : He bravely performed both thefe Services, and if it 
had been prop^ to keep Pofleflion of thefe two Places, which 
I much queflion, it could not be "done, till we had fent a 
proper Force to the Weft-Indies for that purpofe, which we 
could not do at the Begimjing of the War; for when a War 
breaks out between two Nations, I fhall always think, that 
Defence at home is the firft Thing to be taken care of; 
Therefore the beft and the only Thing we could do^ was to 
ghrc Mt. J^emcn Orders to demoliih thefe Forts as fbonas 
taken ; by which we not only opened a pro^table Trade for 
purfelves, but rendered it impoffible for the Enemy to get 
thofe Supplies of Treafure from America, without which thev 
cannot carry on the War with Vigour againft us. 
Earl of HalHfax, 

My Lords, • , 

Earl of Ha ffifax, I am forry to obferye, that it is now become a common 
Topic in our Debates here, as well as in our Cdnveffation 
without Doors, that public PraHe ought to be de^ifcd, and 
the Opinion of the giddy Multitude altogether difrcgarded. 
This, my Lords, is a moft terrible Symptopfj, ifMt^-Mifift 

be 
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be tight ia his Obfcnration j far in one of his SfiSaitfrs, iAmioi4.Geo.n. 
remember, he obferves, ** We then only defpife Commenda* 1740. 
^* tion, when we ceafe to deferve it.** As I am acquainted 
with the noble Lord who fpoke laft, I aan convinced he will 
never ceaie to deierve Commendation ; but I was really in 
Pain» when I heard him endeavouring to perfuade your 
Lordihips to defpife the Opinions, the Sufpicions, and the 
Clamoars of the People without Doors : I fay, I was in 
Pain, leii fome of thofe who are not acquainted with his 
Lordfllip, fhould think of 4his Obfervatfon, which, I am 
fuse, is very unjuft^ when applied to him« The I>^re of 
Fame, the Defire of Applaofe is one of the moft exalted, and 
one of the moil nfefol AfFedions of the hunian Mind ; it is 
fo clojlely connedled with our Nature, that I believe jk) Man 
can entirely rid himfelf of it ; and therefore no Man will pre- 
tend to defpife the Reproaches or the Sufpicions cf his Conn* 
trymen, but he that is confcious of their bein^juft. A liffaii t 
of dead/ Refolution will not allow himielf tol>e canried 
away with every new Opinion tk^ prevails among thePeo^ei 
nor will he do what is wrong, in order to gain a popular Ap» 
plaufe ; but furely he will not allow his Chara^er to lie im- 
der Suipicion among his Countrymen, if he can by .9SKf 
Means clear it up: The Multitude may ibmetimes be artfiilly 
led into a wrong Way of thinking, or they may be induced 
to clamour without Reafon ; but it is not the Part of a -good 
Citizen ito defpife that Opinion, or that Clamour ; itisiw 
Duty to endeavour to fet the People right ; and if tbeC^ 
nion or Clamour be agaiaft himfelf, for the Sake of his own 
Charader, as well as in Dvtty: 'to the Public, he o(i|^t Aa 
take the moSt proper and the moH fpeedy JySethQd'& hm 
JuHiiication. 

This, my Lords, is the Duty of every .peivate Man, and 
much more is it the Duty of a Magiftrate or Minifter. Even 
in abfolute Governments the MiniSers ought to .tsdce aHptOf 
per Methods for gaining the AfFedions cand fifteam of .thi^ 
People, and confequendy for , removing every Su^iciim and 
Clamour that may hatppen to arife againil them } ibvtt inia 
free Government, this is not only the Duty of the Miniftcrs 
and Magifirates, but they areunder an abfolnte Necdfity to 
do fo, if they have a Mind to (ontiniie in their 'Offise : £0r 
the dLdinguiihing and the fole Sign of a Pec^le's being free, is 
diat of their being governed by thofeXawsand thoib Men 
<they approve of. if a Law comes to be thought inconveni* 
entjOr oppreffive, by the Majority of a free People, ^it wiU be 
repealed ; if a Magiflrate or Minifter comes to be hated -^ 
defpifed by the Majority of a free Pjsoplc, he will he-removed ; 
and therefore, ^f in any Country a Law ^nds unrepealed for 

fome 
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iUuioi4-Geo.ll.roiDe Tine after k b^ins to be difappiovti by a MajdritjT 
^74«- of the People, or if a Magiibate or li^iSttr contimies in O^ 
~ ' fice for fome Time after he begios to be generally hated or 
defpiied, that Government is not a free Government; that* 
People have no Pretence to call themfelves a free People. 
For this Reafon, I am furprized to hear it faid, that, put 
Minifters defpife the Clamours of the People, or that they: 
do not deiire your Lordihips Afliftance for jdlaying thafe 
Clamours : My Lords, if they defpife thofe Clamours, it 
they do not defire to take the moil proper and the moft fpeedy 
Method for allaying them, which is by an impartial Parlku 
mentary Enquiry, J will affirm they have, or at kail; they, 
think they have, found out another Method ,of governing^ 
another Method of preferving their Power» thait that whick 
is the only Method in a free Country, I mean the Eileent 
and AfFedions of the Generality of the People; and if. they-: 
have any fuch Thoughts, I hope they will foon iod them-^ 
felves diiappointed. % 

A general Clamour, my Lords, mnil be a terrible Thi»g 
to any Minifler : In abfolute Governments it at lail produces 
Mobs and Inforredions : In free Governments it will always 
produce a legal Enquiry into his Condufl, and often (forJacb- 
a Clamour is feldom raifed without juH Ground) a legal CqiVt. 
deronation. In cafe of any Clamour, tho' far from being 
general, if a Minifter be confcious of his own Innocence, hit 
will defire, he will promote an Enquiry, he will inM iipon its. 
being made with the utmoft Stri^tnefs, and by thofe who are* 
lead fufpeded of being partial in his Fa.vour. But when Mi-^- 
aiflers are for concealing their Aftions, and keeping them all 
in utter Darknefs^ I muft always fuppofe their. Anions are 
fuch, as would appear black and horrid in the Light. 

That there is at present a mod general Clamour agaicll 
the late Conduct of our public AfFairs, no Man can be igoor 
rant, whatever he may pretend. The People clamoured a* 
gainft our Condu£l in Peace, they now clamour apinU our 
ConduA in War ; and in both, I*m afraid, their Clamours 
are not without Reaibn. This Clamour, my Lords, is not 
among thofe that are difaffeded to his Majefty, or to the 
prefent £lbbli(hment : Upon the contrary, inflead of cla« 
mouring they fmile, they rejoice in the general Uneafinefa 
they fee among the People. The Clamour is amouff jthofc 
who are the beft Friends to our prefent happy EilabKmmenCy 
and their Uneafinefs is increafedby their having nothing to 
anfwer to the Sarcafms of thofe who are its profeiTed Enemies,- 
but with Phaeton to fay, . . 

Pudet hac opprobria nobis 

Et dici potui/Te, Sf non potuilTe refellz« 
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Asyoat Lotdft^^fit hett by an hereditary Right, youAnno t4.Ge6.lI. 
tlay not peiiiaps think yoarieives (o much obliged fx> t&ke 1740. 
Nc^e of it^ Ckmours and Compladnts of the People whh- 
tat Doors, and^ therefore may wave giving yoarfelves the 
Tmuble to en^uke into tha Oondii£l of our public Affaits, 
either for the Juilification or Condemnation of our Minifters ; 
but if the other Houfe does not, I muft fuppofe, that a 
Minority of that HoUfe have no Regard, either for the Efteem 
or Affei^icmsof thofe they reprefent, and confequently, that, 
upon anew Ek£Uon,they depend upon being rechofen by other 
Methods than are omifjfteot with our Conftitution. From henee 
one may ibon determine, whether the Conilitution of our Go>- 
vftunment be as yet entire ; for if thisSeffion fhouid pafs ov^ 
withoat fRi Enquiry's being fet on Foot in the other Houlb, 
ttidthe fame Members ihonld be generally rechofen, as have 
ixwr Seats m that Houfe, I (hall conclude, that ourOonilftn^ 
titm 18 at an £nd, and that a Majority of the Members of the 
other Houfe are not, as they ihould be, the Reprefentatives of 
(he People, biit the Creatures and Tools of the Conrt. 

This, I iay, my Lords, I fhall conclude ; and this, I be- 
lies, will be the Conclufion that will, from thefe Circum- 
ihoicea^ be drawn by moft Men in the Kingdom, which will 
of Couritt very much increafe the Difcontents and the Mor- 
ttaring^ of r the People ; therefore, if oar Miniders are fen- 
iibic, that the ^fdent Clamours are without any Foundation, 
it is vtty knoch their Interefl to have their Conduct juitified 
by 'as Enquiry during this Seffion of Parliament : Nay, fup* 
pofe th^ have been guilty of fome Failings, it 11 their Inte^ 
reft to have an Enquiry now fet on Foot ; becaoie they have 
mimy more Friends in the prefent Houfe of Commons, than 
tl|ey can expe^ in the next, confidering the Humour in 
whidi the Pispple art: at prefent, unlefs they are refolved to 
add a moft hemou^ Crime to their former Failings, by mak- 
in| Ufe of (bme corrupt or illegal Means for influencing tlxe 
etifaiiTg Eiedions. 

' Thus, niy Lords, it is evident, that if onr Miniflers are 
iahooent, if their Q)ndud has been wife. and upright, it is 
not only their Duty, but their' Intereft to have it ftridly cn- 
qairbd into, in order to have it juilified in the Eyes of the 
Pbople, and to make their Continuance in the Adminiftra- 
ticn coidfiitent with the very Effence of a fi«e Government $ 
and if they are guilty, I am fure it is our Duty po enquire 
into their Qondua, in order to remove them from the Admi- 
niftratjon, and to prevent the Nation's fuffi^rmg any longer by 
their Mifcondod. In the former Cafe, they are oUised, for 
their QMm Sake, to lay every Paper before us, that is necefo 

i#ry &r giving us a fidl View of their Condn^ ; and in the 
fT40r / Z ? 25 latter, 
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Aniioi4.G(».Ii.l^ttfry \ve (hoold, for the Sake of our Country, ahll^K 
1740. them to do fo. £v«n -in the Courts below. Parties are of tct 
ordered to bring into Court all Papers relating to the Suii 
depending ; and if aay one refufes, he will be comnuttqd. fo\ 
a Contempt. How tlien can. any one doubt this Houfe'*: 
having a Power to call for any Paper we think neceiTary foi 
clearing up a Matter depending before us ? But we are told 
we muR not do fo, becaufe we (hould thereby di(cover the 
.Secrets of our Government to our Enemies, which is in con - 
fiftent with the Safety and Welfare of our CouiMjy. This, 

• my Lords, is in other Terms faying, that it is ioconilflent 
with the public Good, f6r thisiioufe ever to enquire ornd- 

' vife ; for we can do neither, without having before us thofe 

. Materials that are neceffary for our information ; and if it 

be inconililent with the public Good to layfuch I^terials 

• before us, it mull be inconditent with the public Good for 
this Houfe ever to enquire into pad Meafures, or to give oar 
Advice about future. 

But every one knows, and the noble Lord who fpoke lail 

• feemed to admit, that the Secrets. of the Government may be 
. as fafely committed to a Committee of this Houfe, as to axiy 
. Committee ot his Majefty's Privy Council, or even as to 00c 

• fole Counfeilor. His Lordfhip, however, ftarted a new Ob- 
jedion, by faying, that we could not proceed either to ad- 

.-vile, cenfure^ or juftify, upon the Report of that Comnuttcc ; 

. nor would the Nation be fatisiied with any j unification 
founded upon fuch a Report, becaufe the Lords Committees 
could report nqthing bjt their Opinion, and their Opinion 
could not be a Foundation upon which the other Lords of 
this .Houfe, who had feen none pf the Papers,, could pro- 
coed to ad vife, ccnfure or juftify, cv if we proceeded to juf- 

' tify, the Nation would not join. with us, in placii^ an im- 
plicit Faith in the Opinion of the Lords Comxpictees. 

This, J confeis, my Lords, is (bmetbing new, but it feems 
to be founded upon a mod obvious Miilake ; for furely we 
are not to fuppeife, that if all the Papers relating tp our late 
public Tranfadtions were laid before a Committee of this 
Houfe, that Committee would £nd no Fa(b worth reporting, 
but thofc that are of a fecret Nature, and ought not there- 
fore to be difcovered* The Conunitte« would certainly re- 
port many Fads ; they would prove thofc Fa£ls by whole 
Papers, or by Excra^ from fuch' as cojuld not be wholly 
communicated ; and they would give us their Opinion upop 
the Whole. Froni thence every Lord of this Houie, and if 
the Report were puhiiihed, every Man without Doors riiigbt 

judge for.himfelf, and from his own Knowledge : We- might 

•advifcy we might cenihre, we might jufkify, iuid the Nation 
*' ' . would 
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ivoufd join with us in an Opinion they &\vfopported by fachAano 14. Geo, II. 
inconc^ftaWe Vouchers. Bat what ate we now going to do? ^74o- 
We aire going to reiolve, if this Queftion pafTes in the Nega- ' 
tive, that the PapCTs moved for contain m<^l importaHt Se- 
crets, only becaule the Friends of our Minifler fay they do. 
This is really putting a more implicit Faith in our Minifter, 
than the Roman Catholics put in the Pope 1 for, I think his 
Holtn^^is himfclf obliged to pronounce his infellibie De- 
crees. Will the Nation join with us- in this ? Will they not. 
join in faying, that our Faith proceeds from fomething elfc 
than Convidiion ? - 

Bat foppofe the Lords Committees fhould report nothing 
but their Opinion, I Ihall not fay, that upon their Opinion 
the Hoiife conld proceed to condemn a Miniitcr j bat even 
fipon their Opinion we might proceed to advife his Majeft)'-, 
with regai*d to future Meafures ; we might proceed to jultify 
the Condu^ of our Minillers ; we might even proceed to 
advife his Majefly to remove fome of them from his Coun- 
cils. In this laft, I am perfuaded the far greateft Part of the 
Nation would join with us ; and if the Opinion of theCom^ 
niTttee went in Favour cf our late Conduct, I believe very 
fewof thofe, who o{>pore this Motion, would refufe their 
Affent to that Opinion : Nay, if we made a right Choice of 
Lords Committees, 1 believe their Opinion would have greac 
Weight with moft People in the Nation. I could name 
feveral Lords now in this Houfe, whofe Charadl-ers are fo 
wen eftablilhed, that if, after a ftrid Enquiry and full I n- 
fOri^ation, they fhould report, that they could find no Fault 
with any Parti of our late Conduft, but that they xould not 
give their Reafons, biecaufe they depended upon Fads which 
inttfli not be dtfcovered : I fay, fuch a Report from them 
would,-! believe, gain Credit with the greateft Part of the 
Nation, and would very much contribute towards allaying 
thofe Clamours that are now fo loud and general. 

For confirming what. I fay, V muft obferve, my Lords, 
that one of the chief Complaints againil the ConduA of the 
War, is,' that Admiral Fernon cither had not proper Orders^ 
or that he^was not provided with a proper Force for carry - 
irig thofe Oixl^rs into Execution. That he had not a proper 
Force fbl* attacking the Spaniards 2lI Land, is publicly known, 
and muft b^ admitted | but in Excufe for this it is faid, we 
were in fuch Danger at home, that we durft not venture to 
•fend any of out regular Troops out of the Kingdom at the 
' Beginning oF the War. Here then, are two Fa6ls in Quef- 
"tionj whether Admiral Vernon had proper Orders, and whe- 
ther we* were in any fuch Danger; and, I believe, nine 
Tenths .of the Kingdom are upon the negative Side of the 
- 1740. Z z z 2 Queilioa 
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A1111014.QQX U^ Qoeftion M^ieb; vegord to both. Now, if we Qioiild s^pot&t 
1740* a proper Comfniueci and that Committee, after having (een 
all they could ddire to fee,, flioald report hajely their Opi*^ 
nion,! th^t Adiaiffal ^ctimmt was fumi/hed with proper Or-* 
ders, aad that the Govieriiment had certain Advice of fuck 
a dang^rctts I^^re^lion hHend^d, that it would have been 
vuy imprudeot to have ient out any of our regular Troo^, 
I am convinced, that ail the Friends to our pnefent happx 
Eflablifhm^nt would give, Credit to this Report, aad would 
from thence ceafe their Complaints againft dtisPart of cor 
Condud. 

I have faid, my Lords^ a dangerous Iftittrredion intended ; 
becaufe,. unlefs our Government had certain Advioe of fuck* 
an Intention, they can plead no £xcii(e for not fending a 
fufficient Land- Force along with, or foon after Admiral Ftr* 
iion. Confidering the weak Condition ofSfam, and thebad 
Condition the naval Force of France wa^ in at the Begins 
ning of this War, we cpuld not haire been in any Daaeer 
from a foreign Invaiion, even tho' we had fent every Rieg^ 
meat of Foot we had in the Kingdom to Jnuriia : Whereas^ 
if we had fent but one third Part of them thither at thefie^ 
l^nning of the War, we might have forced Sfam to a 
Carie hUmcbe before this Time. Whether our Miniftera had 
certain Advice of any fugh Infurredion intended, I fhali n(>l 
pretend to determine ; but if they had not» I wiU fay* th^ 
ought not to have allowed themfelves to.be frightened from 
a vigorous Profecution of the War in the moft proper Place^ 
by any Threatenings of an Invafion, either from Frtmee or 
Spain i and I think it is highly probable, they had bo Ad- 
vice of any fftch Infurredion intended ; for if they had been 
informed of any fuch Defign, we fhould certainly be&ce 
now have had the Habeas Corpus Ad fufp^ed, and aany 
Perfons of Note takc» into Cuiiody. Tliereforeg ii ourMi- 
niflers, or the Friends of our Miniflers^ fiiQuld <^pQfe as 
Enquiry into their Condud, or, which is the fame Thing, 
our having thofe Materials before us that are necefiacy for «l 
Enquiry, I fhall be apt to fuppofe, the C^^x^ition proeceds 
from a Conicioufnefs of their Guilt, and not from the Dan- 
jg;er of difcovering the Secrets of Government, by laying 
any Papers before this Af&mbly. 

In the Cafe nK^tioned by the noble Lord, of hia Ma- 
jeAy^s having a fecret Correfpondenoe with any of the Sab- 
jeds of Spain^ which he is in Honour obliged not to com- 
municate to any* but tiK>fe he employs to make the proper 
Ufe of the Intelligence thereby received* I ikaU grant it 
would not be right in itt. to defire^ that fiich a Correfpon- 
.d^ence ihould b^ commuaicited to us; but this, my Jm^, 
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Maje% Mouldy in his Anfwcr to oar A^drofi^ acqaalnt us^ 1740. 
with any fiich CircaaUbnce^ it woald be^or Duty to tiuiak 
his Msjt&f fot his Careoi the Public^ and tD def]r«, t^at iuch 
a Con^ipondcsice fliould not be kid belR>r« thia Afiewbl)r. 

From ^och Aifguineiits a» thefe^ his LONl^hi^ ceadu(ied^ 
th^c we never can addrefs for ha^ng all- Papers' hiA be^sre 
Q$.felating to asy fbnrign Affair> whiLft it ie in Agitatioii; 
that is to fa^Y we never can enquire into any f«ch Af&ir, 
whilft oor Enquiry can be of any Service to the Nation ; 
for wtxat figniies an Enquiry into 2a A£air after it is {^aft- 
ReSKdy, or into the Condud of a Minifter after he. is laidi 
ia his Gtttvel But thi« his Lorctihip iaid coukl not hinder aa 
gitHixg a. general A^ke to the (Zrown^ or cenfttrin^ a Mi' 
v^€t*s. Condtt^ from Circomikmce^ pdMiely known, or 
fieomBa^isthjith^e accidentally come to Light. My Lavds, 
as- to A(kice, 1 am fore it can never be of any Service to the 
Cisowftiy if it can never he founded upon aay thing bat Cir* 
enai^tances pablidy known. Butas,toCeiifui«* 1 am afraid 
hn Lord&ip's ArgunieittwiU» ap^i the preimtOc^Giof^ t«ni 
z very di0ereat Way from what he iniended^ From the ge« 
Aeral State oi Thirds, from the Circumi^nces that avo 
publicly ktiown, our Minxfler's Condud amtt be condeonned ; 
It is already cenfured by the whole Nation ; it is laughed at 
bef thawhole-Wciidi We do not, -tharefere, uxant ait'Dn- 
qoiry, in order to fidi out an Accofation skgtinikhm ; i<it 
hott» public Appearances his Condu^ accuses itfelf ; bat it 
is from the Jailice, the Lenity^ and the Moderadon'^ lhi« 
Houie, that we defire an Enquiry, in order to i^ out, if 
foffibh, on £Kcttfe for his Coiida^* We want taem^ifire 
inio fecret Circumfiances, in order to fee if tho^s ^eet Cir« 
ouidlances can>'any w$y atone for public Ai^p^rances.; and 
if* the Mintfter prevents this finqiury, und^r any Pretenocf 
whatlberei!» I (hall fuppofe, that the prii/itte'Ciitunibknoes 
of Affairs are as much againll him^, as thofe that etre pub" 
Uct aad oonieqiifintly I ikall be for our proceeding tocpA^uMea 
mhoiit any previous £aqairy. 

I was rea^' furprized to h^r the noble Lord fay» we 
ioEvm fiset with no extraordiiMUpy Misfortttacs djiring tbo 
War. It would ieern^ as if his I^ordihip converfed witihtio 
Merchaais ; or if he did» they were fuch as dealt mot« in 
^GkaHge-Ml^ thattupoQ the Ro^ Exd^tigt. It was lK)t 
^peffibk fer tk^Sfanuu^ to attack our Dominiond^j it was 
»st {loiible for them to attack- our Sqdadroos; ^y eoald 
ottiy- attack our ilefeneelefs Merchant'^hips t «nd iit that 
^^yhtivt had fuch furprizing Succefs, that it would feem as 
jf «hey had a Licence ^o doffi. How tbis Isfegle^ of our 
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Aj]iiDi4.Ceo.II. Trade can beacdobnted lor from the private Cifcuinftance^ 
1740. of Affiurs, I do not know ; bat I am fare, it is impoffible 
to account for it from tho(e Grcumftances that are publicly 
known $ and as little can we from fuch Circomflances ac- 
count for our not fending a proper Land-Force to the fFifi- 
Indies at the very Beginning of the War. Surely, it mud 
be allowed, that if we had fent but one Third of the 
Troopi we had then on Foot, to the Weft-Indies at the Be- 
ginning of the War, we might have done a great deal morc^ 
Damage to the Enemy, and might'have reaped much great- 
er Advantages for ourfelves, than we have done ; and no^ 
thing, as I have faid, can excufe our not having fent fuch a 
Body of Troops thither, as foon as we declared War, but 
our Government's having had private Advice of a danger<nis 
Ilifarredion's being intended at home. Thus our Condti6t 
of the War, both with regard to Oflence and Defence, 
ftands condemned by all public Appearances, and tan be 
juiHfied by nothing but private Circum (lances, which we 
BOW want to enquire into ; and as we cannot do this without 
having the Papers now moved for before gs, therefore, as a 
Friend to our Minifters, if they are innocent, as a Friend to 
my Country, if they are guilty, I muft be for agreeing td 
what my noble Friend has propoied. 


!%vifion upon 
the Queftion. 


Lord Batburft. 


The QuefHon was then put, and pafTed in the 'Negative. 
Contents 57 : Not Contents 35. 

As foon as this Debate was over. Lord- Bati^rft *fto^ up, 
and fpoke in Subftance as follows, *vi%. 
My Lords, 
Notwithftanding the bad Succefs of my former Motion, t 
fhall venture to make you another, which, I hope, will 
not appear to be liable to the fame Objection. I can ^ 
leafl fay, that it does not appear fo to nie, th6*, I confefi, 
I may probably be miftaken ; for with regard to my fdl^'^ 
mer Motion, I thought I had fully guarded agamfl the Ob- 
jedlion, which your Lordihips have found fufficient for throw- 
ii^ it out. However, I' fhall lay before your Lordfhips the 
Motion I have thought of, and then you may determine^ 
whether you will agree to it or no : It is, in (hort, this : * T^ 
Addrefs thatAd- « refolve. That an humble Addrefs be prefented to hfe Ma- 
iL^ttcw^t^the ' i^' ^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ gracioufly pleafed to give Dircaions, 
Lords of the Ad-* ^*^ ^^^^ ^ ^*^^ before this Houfe f Copies of all Let* 
miralty may be * ters Written by Vice- Admiral Vernon to the Commifiionex^ 
laid before the* for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of Oreta 
* Britain^ or their Secretary, and to his Majefty*s principal 

* Seere- 

f Feb. 10. a IrkcMotJofr was made by Mr. Saniyt in the Houfe of 
Onamoas, See Cbtind^ Wft, Anno 14. Gcq, II. P. 6o« 
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* Secretaries of State, from the Time of . Jas . failing from Aiiooi4,Oeo.l|. 
.« EMgiand in the Year 1739, ^^ *^® 24th of June ktt ; and 1740. 
■* alfo Copies of all Letters written by the ■ faid Comrnkfion* 

* ers> or their Secretary, and the priAcipal Secretaries of 

* State, to the faid Vice-AdmiraU withia the faid, Time.' 
My ReafoQ for making you this Motion, my Loids» is, 

becaafe I have heard it tonfidently reported without doon, 
that Admiral Vem^n haj$ in his Iietters frequently reprefented 
the weak Condition of the Spani/i> Forts and Settlements in 
Jmerica « and that if a few Land-Forces (hould be fent to 
him, before the Enemy could find an Opportunity to pro- 
vide, fortify, and ilrengthen themfelves in that Part of the 
World, it wodd probably be in his JPower to make fuch 
in^rtant ConquefU in America^ as might ibon jc^ige the 
Enemy to . fue for Peace : Beitdes this, my Lords, I have 
likewise heard it confidently reported without doors, that 
the fame Admiral has frequently complained, not only of 
the want of naval Stores, Ammunition, and Provifions, but 
aUb of, the Badnefs of thofe he carried along with him, or 
that were afterwards fent to him ; and that thefe Complaints 
were often and long made, before Care was taken to fend 
him any proper Supply, 

Thefe Reports, my L(H:dsi are certainly fuch as this Honie 
ought to enquire into : If they are well founded, I am fure^ 
Gonfideriflg the great Army we had on Foot, and the large 
annual Supplies we have for many Years grianted towards 
the Support and- Repair of our Navy ; I £y, my Lords^ 
confidering thefe Things, I am fure fomebody ought to be 
puniihed, if it fhoald appear, that Admiral Vtrnon qiade 
any fiich Complaints or Reprefentations : And if thefe Re- 
ports are without any Foundation, we ought to enquire into 
. them, in order to juftify his Majelly^s Government in the 
Eyes of his People % for it is one of the greateft Advantages 
our Sovereign reaps from our happy Conftitution, . that his 
Government cannot be niifreprefented to the People, if he 
allows our Conftitution to take its proper Efib^ ; becaufe 
an impartial parliamentary Enquiry will always fet the PeQ« 
pk right, and convidthe Malicious of Falihood. We may 
theremre depend on it, that when any Reports are fpread to 
the Prejudice of' the Adminiftration, no. Miniider will ever 
advife his Mailer to obftfud an inipartial parliamentary Exi<- 
quiry, if* his Condudbeblamelefs y and if it be otherwise, 
it is the Duty of this Houfe to fet it in its true Light, before 
the Eyes of our Sovereign. 

This, my Lords, is not the firft.Time the Government, 
as well as thofe employM by the Government, have fuficr'd 
by groundkfs Reports. . . It was confidently and generally rt- 

* • ** . • . ported 
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|Ibwi4.0«». II. ported, ftnd '&r mai^ Yfxn belteved, diat Sir Qarngt Byng 
1740. attack *4 md delkrc^cd die Spamjh Fleet m 1718, w^ont 
any Inftro^ions fmm hence, and witkout aoakai^ tke leaft 
Intiotatien of his Defign to the Coort of Spain,. No Man 
doabced of our having a Right to attack that Fleet, becftafe 
k was fcnt to attack one of our beft Allies 1 hut every Man 
faidy it was wrong in the Admiral to attack it withdot pro- 
per Orders fot that Purpofe ; and every Man iaid, it w»s 
wrong to give fuch Orders, wichoat firft reqntriog the Coort 
of Spain to defift, and declaring to rhem, that we would at- 
tack them, if they proceeded in their Defign. Thus, both 
the Govern tt»ent and Sir Gsorgt Byt^ lay tmder a heavy Im- 
putation of Ouiit, till veiy lately that the Affair has been 
cleared up by puUifliing his Orders, and the Steps he took 
§Qft giving Notice x>f tiiem to the Court of Spain ; from 
whence ic appean, that he had exprefs Orders for what 
he did, that thcfe Ordefs were duly intimated to the Court 
of Spaiu^ and that m this whole Affair at leaft (whatevn: 
may be iaid oi our preceding Negotiations for giving SitUy 
to the Emperor, without rekrving the Right of Ifcsverfion, 
vefted by Uie Treaty of Usrs^htjn the Crown of Spaiti^ we 
did nothing but what was right, nothing but what was 
confident with the niceft PundHlio of Honour, with regard 

.to Spain, and nothing bat what we were in Honour obhgod 
to do, with reg-ird to the Emperor. I wifh the fame Sort 
of Condwft had be^ purfued till this Time : If it had, nei- 
ther the Afiiirs of this Nation, nor the Aflairs of Enrtpi^ 
woald have been in the melancholy Pollure they are now 
in ; but as a new Planet ibon after b^an to get the Afcea- 
d«nt in all our Councils, and to fpread its m^gn Influenoe 
over the wkdk Scheme of our Politics, we then began to lay 
down different Maxims^ and, to the Ruin of this Nation, 
to the Confuiion of Buropi^ thefe Maxims have ever finct betn 
purCued. 

This, my Lords, was the true Reafon that prevailed with 
a Majority of this Hpuie to refafe calling for Sir G€otg$ 
ByngH Inftru^ons in Decmier 1721. A Pirt of this H00&; 
pf which I glory in having been one, were &r having thofe 
Jnftru^tions laid before u«, in (»-der either to jufiify his late 
MajeHy's Government, or to punilh thofe that had been guH^ 
ty of what was then thought to have been a moft f$&^ a 

rinoft dtfhonourable, and n^oft peraickNss Step/ either in the 
Admii^]^ or in thoie thM gave him his Injlru^ns : Qut by 
the Influence of our governing Planet^ we had then lain 
down the Maxim fo invariably purfued ever fmce, of fuing 
jTor Peace inilead of doing what was proper to command h, 
yind of cultivating a Fnendihip withtiieiiau& ofBtnrin, 
z a{ 
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zt ike £)cp€A^» aiid e^en to tbe Deilrudion of the Houfe Ann0T4.rre0.lf.; 

of Aufiria, • ^ ' X74o» 

In Parfaance of this Maxim, my Lords, we had,- the 
Summer before, ccaicludcd a feparate Peace with Spain^ 
wichoat talcii^ the Jeaft Notice of onr Ally the Emperor, and 
at. the fatae time a defenfive Alliance with France and ^ain^ 
which coaId.be deitgribd a^gaitill none but the Emperor. But 
what was .worll: of* ally by our Treaty of Peace with Sfain^ 
we had owned our having been in the wrong, by promiiing 
to leftote all the Ships . we had • taken ftom them in the 
Year 171.6 ; and therefore it-was lieceflary for our new Mi- 
niliiery who, I mu(l^ ihppofe, had ad^ifed our fuing for this 
Peace, and .agreeing to this Article, to continue the Nation 
ia a fielief, that Something wrong and difhonourable, with 
jjiegard to .5^i«, had bi^en done in the Year 1718, and that 
Wi&'}iad been led into that Meafure by the Artilicd of. the' 
Court ^iFumta. If Sir George Byng\ Inftruftions had beeit 
th^a laid before this Hou^, the contrary would hare ap- 
pealed.;, and in; that Cafe the whole Nation, as well as this 
Hoiiie, TOak have condemned the two Treaties I have men^ 
ti<)ned, which would have tumbled our new MiniHer head- 
lQqg£ix»fh his Seat, before he h^d had Time to fix himfelf 
in the Saddie. For this Rea^n he prevailed, by I do not 
)pow.what-Meansr, witha Majority of this Houfe, to put 
a. Negative' upon that Motion, though no Negative had 
ever before beea put upon any fuch Motion in this Houfe, 

frhicbi^^ I.muil obfesve, is ej^prefsly taken notice of in a 
Irpteft entered upon your Journals at that Time; and as 
that /Pirpteft was figned' by the Lords Cowper and Trevor, 
who^Buft be allow^ to- have been good Judges of our Con-* 
fiicatioa, and exprefsly mentions the Journals to have been 
Searched /or that very Porpofe, I muft fuppoie, it was the 
vcijr fir& Time that evei* fuch a Queftion had been carried in . 
the Negative. 

r T'heic, my Lords, are the Reafons which have induced 
me to make you this fecond Motion, and I cannot think ic 
is liable. to the Objedion that was made againft the former. 
I am fure- it cannot he (aid, that by this Motion any Secretaf 
will be discovered, that, are known only to his Majefty and 
Mr. Vtmm, - But . if your Lord(hips (hould fuppofe, that 
ibme of thefe Letters, or fome Parts of fome of them, may 
xql^te to Deiigns yet remaining to be executed, and that 
it would be dangerous to lay them before this Houfe, left 
it jQiottld'OCcaiion a Difcovery, you may add to this Motion 
the.iaB»e E^eption I added to my former; and in that 
Cafe, X think it impofiible for the moft frcdtful Invention to 
find any reafcnabie Obje£iion to it> therefore, X hope I 
1740. 4 'A ^1^ 
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•Anno j4.Geo.n.fhall have better Lock upon thi» Occifiail» tbtti I ludwitii 
1740. regard to my kit Motion. 
*- •^i^^' ^ Lord Chaacelior. 

Debate there©.. j^y Lords, 

Lord Chancel . j am forry I differ fo widely from the abble hatd, ai I 
do with regard to botk his Motions. The U£t I §^re mj 
Negative to, becaofe I thought the Addreis therebx propo* 
fed, was (ndk a one as his Majefty could net comply wid&f 
and I (hall never be for this Hoa&'s going with a Requeft 
of any Sort to the King, when it appears upon the wexf 
Face of it, to be foch a one as his Majefty aioft necefiaoiy 
refttfe to gqint. My Opinion of this fecond Motion is thr 
very fame ; and I think 'it is hardly poffiUe to Aew any 
' aiaterial Difference between the two Motions. If it wonkl 
have been of dangerous Confeq^nence to have had all Mr. #^rr* 
M9«*s Infb-udUons kid before as, which your Lordihips wers 
of Opinion it would, certainly it would be e<|nal^ daQ§e* 
rous to have all his Letters Isud before us ; becanfe the JLa^ 
ters from and to him, or atle>& many of them» t$xAjm* 
late to his Iniitruflions, and muft contain foveral Exphmati* 
ons, or perhajps Altenations, end Additions to thm : S0 
that if it be of dangeroos Confequence u> have Ui Ifiixadi» 
ons laid before this AfTemUy,^ kft the Secrets of oor Goven»> 
s»ent fhould be thereby dUcpvered to our Enemies, it aoi^ 
for the fame R^fon, be equalfy dangeivus to havs has Leu 
ters laid before us; and coniequeatly, every Lord wh» 
^ve his Negative to the hA Qae£on» amft, iamy Opiiua% 
give his N^ative to this. 

I hope^ my Lords, it will not be qneftioned, that I am ae 
nauch for vindicating his Msjefty's GolrermBOBt againfi all ma* 
^ Uc'ous Afperfions, as any Lord in this Ho«&» or u 9Mf }4sm 
in the l^ngdonn • but J fhall never be for vindicating ImM^i* 
jeily*sGovernment by endangering his MajtAy^^ Govemtnenti 
for, I think it is much better that the Condud of (he Ad^ 
miniHration (hould foi; a while labour under forae gnMndleia 
Calumnies, than that the Safety of the Nation Aooki be 
brought into Danger, or the Succefs either of our Negotiii^ 
tions or Arms preveaDed, by endeavouring to remove fncb 
Calumnies. The nebie Lofd himfelf Shewed, by d» Ex- 
ample he brought, how grounlle&ly the GoverMMCot majr 
be afperfed by igporant or mnlicaoas Men. Theneneigcr wia» 
I believe, a Meafure more generally eidaiined agunib t|f 
the People of this N^ior), there never was a Meafnm jnone 
malicioufly afperibd and miffeprefented by the Enemiesxif the 
.prefen^ £ftabli(hiiient, than onr attacking the Sfan^ Fk«t 
in the Year 1718ft and yet, we iind, onr Miniflers thoufl^ 
^ proper to les^ve the Covecnment expofod to thefe Mi£repretea» 

t»tions^ 
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tsuiops, ratter than ja*ify it by laying Sir George Byf^H In- ^nno 14. Ceo. II. 
ftrnAJonsbelbre this A^mbly. Their Motive ^r this could 1740. 
not proceed from what the noble Lor^ has been pleafed to af- 
figm; becanie, though the famous ^0»//&-^/« Scheme had occa* 
Hmd foflae Changes, yet feveral of tho£i very Lords continued 
Chea ift die AdauniftratioB, that had been in it,and had advifed 
likit Meafore in the Year 1 7 1 S ; and we cannot fuppofey that 
tldb Lovda would have joined in relufing to call for Sir 
Qm^ ji^Nj^s la^u^ons, if there had been no other Mo- 
lire ibr chat Refu&I, but that which the noble Lord has 
llte» piealfe«t le aAgn. The true Motive certainly was, they 
ldk)e||k if was ittamMent with the public Good, to have 
theii» Jbllriittons pablilhed at tet Time, andtherdbre they 
nAM a» adinfr hcs Majdiy (or what they knew it was 
ae« pfopei he fliotflil comply with. 

Thifr, Wf Lords, I suft convinced, was the true Reafon 
ftr a NtgatievV being put upon: that Queftion' ; and- if there 
wa^ne'PseceB^nt ibr that Negative, I believe, it wis be<- 
Muls thene was no P^cedent for fiich a Motion. The Cafe 
fefetting toSk Qetrge kook and Sir Ckudejfy Sbovely menti- 
eae^ in liHe Froteft upon that Occa^n-, was no Precedent 
In* tfhftt MotiiM ; beeauib in that Cafe the Mbdon was only 
ht the Carders given to* thefe two- Adtasinds, which, as a 
MUeLordP has'il^ewnin the former Debate^ are very diffe* 
Tent from. Inflrudions $ the former being figned by the Conr- 
miffioners of the Admiralty only, whereas ^e latter are 
figned by the King ; and it often happens, that an Admi- 
n^ Qrahers may without Danger Be inade public, \^en 
!»• kiftnrfkitMis cannot. Theremre, I think, we cannot 
ipon this OccafioA ibllow » better Precedent than that in 
yjii I fbt n moSt be allowed, that the Cafe is much ilrong- 
er new tha» it was at that Time. The lloufe may wini 
gmt Bte^bn ftippofe, that it would now be more danger 
fSQS^ anc^ of much worfe Confequence, to difboverthe In<- 
fruAiena given to* Mr. Vernon^ tha& it could have been 
at that lime, to diicoverthe fnfbuAions given to Admiral 
J^S and if we fiippofe, it woidd be of bad Confequence 
to ^fcover the InftroAions given to Admiral Temotty we 
ttttft* fttppo^ it would be of equal bad Confbquence to dif^. 
edver the Letters that relate to thofe Infbrudions, which 
tM% of ite Letters to and- from that Adtaiiral muft be fup- 
.]^olM to do; ' Nor would the Exception propofed tobeadd*- 
ed -by the noble Lord, any^ way mend the Matter ; for this 
Reeq»cien, as in the former Caie, would make the Letters 
ted Fhragnphs Idd before yon fo ina^erdnt and confaibd, 
" tttt no- 1^ ecfoH make any thing of them. 

»7«o; 4 A 3^ Thus 
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Annoi4 Geo.n. Thus your Lordfliips muft fee, that it would be v^ im- 
K^o. proper for us to agree to the noble Lord^s Motion as it 
'^-^^^^"^ liands, or as he has propofed to^ amend it ; but as I am for 
giving that noble Lord, and every Lord of this Houle, as 
much Satisfadion as poiSble* if he will agree to the adding 
of fome few reftraiping Words, I believe his Motion may 
be fafely complied with. He fays, it h^s been reported 
without Doprs, that Admiral Femgn has often deiired Sup- 
plies of Ships, Men, naval Stores, and other l^ecefTaries, 
and that the fending of any fuch has been neglected or loi^ 
delayed, after he had in his Letters con^pkined of the Want 
of them. This is, indeed, a heavy Charge againft the Ad- 
miniflration, and as the con^municating to this Houfe the 
Lietcers to and from him, relating to thefe Particqlars, can- . 
not, I think, be of any bad Confequence to the Public^ 
therefore this Charge may, I think, be iafely removed, and 
the Conduct of the Adminiflration vindicated. For this 
Reafon, I muft beg Leave to propofe the adding, by Wajr 
Moves for an A- <^^ Amendment to the noble Lord's Motion, thefc Words: 
mendment. ** So far as fuch Letters relate to any Supplies of Ships, 
^' Men, Stores, Ammunition, Provifions, or other Necellk- 
*^ ries/' And if your Lordfhips agree to this Amendmenr, 
I fhall then be for agreeing to the noble Lord's Motion, 
which, I hope, will give him fon^e Satisfa£^pn, tho' p^«^ 
liaps not all the Satisradion he defires, 
Duke of Argyle, 
My Lords, 
pukf of '^r^yft^* I ^o ^ot rife up to repeat any of the Arguments made 
ufe of in Favour of the former Motion* or to anfwer any 
of the Objedbions made to it ; but as ibmething new ha9 
been flarted in this Debate, I hope, your Lordfhips will in- 
dulge me in making a fhoft Reply to what has been £ud 
by the learned and noble Lord who /poke lall. Through 
the Whole of what he faid upon this new Qj^efUon, he 
feemed to look upon it as admitted, that nothing that re- 
quired the leail Secrecy could be fafely communicated to this 
Houfe. From hence your Lordfhips may fee, how cautious 
you ought to be of doing any Thing that may tend toward 
eftablifhing this as a Maxim of our Government ; for if this 
fhould ever come to pafs, you'll have lefs Confidence froo^ 
your Sovereign, you'll be treated in a more conjtemptible 
Manner by his Miniiler, than the Writer of the LoxJtm Ga* 
scetiee. An Affair of State may be communicated by Way of 
Hint to a Gazetteer, it may be known to all our News-Wri- 
ters, but the auguH Houfe of Peers will be thought uQWCM'r 
thy of being trufled with the Secret. If you fhould ever 
fdlqw ypurfeiyes to be treated in fo contemptible a Manner 
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by any Mmifter, can you horn thenceforth look for any Re* Anno i4*Geo.IL 
fpedl from the People ? Can you be of any Service to your i74o« 
King by advifing ? Can you be of any Service to your 
Country -by enquiring ? 

My Lords, the making ufe of this' Argument upon any 
Occafion, is, in my Opinion, the highell Indignity that can 
be offered to this AfTembly ; and therefore I mufl fay, I am 
ferry to fee; it received with Patience. I cannot pretend to 
any great Learning in your Journals ; but, I am perfuv^ded* 
many Examples may be found, where Papers of the moH 
fecret Nature, and of the higheft Importance, have been 
communicated to this Houfe, when called for ; nay, I have 
good Reafon to believe, that fuch Motions were always 
agreed to by the Houfe, till the Year 1721 ; becaufe I £nd 
among the Protefb of that Year, a Protefl entered againfi: 
the Negative then put upon a Motion for laying before this 
Houfe the Infbii£Uons given to a noble Lord I have in my 
Eye, as his Majefly's Minifler or Plenipotentiary to the 
Crown of S^veden, or any other of the Northern Crowns $ 
and that Negative is there faid to be the firfl Infbnce to be 
found in our Journals, where Lords have moved for a Sight 
of Inftrudions of any Kind, and have not been fupported by 
the Houfe in that Motion. 

The Year 1721, I muft therefore, my Lords, look on; 
as the fatal i£ra of this modern Maxim j which, I confeis, 
has been as inviolably, as imprudently admitted by the 
Condudl of the Houfe, ever tince that Time. In the fame 
Year a Negative was put upon a Motion for laying the new 
Treaty with Spain before this AfTembly ; and in. the fame 
Year a Negative was put upon the Motion for Sir George 
Byngs Inflrujflions, as has been already mentioned : For this 
laR Negative, the noble Lord who moved you this Queftion; 
has, in my Opinion, given you what was very probably 
die true Reafon. I fhall grant, that there were feveral Lords 
at that Time in the Service of the Crown, who had been 
in that Service, and fome of them perhaps in the Admini-' 
iftration, in the Year 171 8; but we are not to fuppofe» 
that every Lord that is in the Service of the Crown, is 
likewife in the Adminifh-ationof the Government ; for a Lord 
may be in a very high OfHce under the Crown, and yet 
imow nothing of what is doing in his Majeily^s Councils ; 
Thefe very InftruAions to Mr. Vernon^ which arc now faid 
to contain Secrets of fuch high Importance, were made 
known, I believe, to very few 6i his Majefty's great Offi« 
cers of State ; at leafl I can anfwer for niyfelf, that I never 
faw them; and yet I was at that Time Commander in 
Chief of his l^ajefty's Forces, and one of his Cabio^t Coun- 
cil. 
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ilM»B4.i;«»JI.ctt. Bue 70«r L^r^ps muA •bftrre, diaff we liawnonKP 
1740. |iH> CabiMt Coancifo in fekh Kiogdoii ; h^ Menjcfty has 
r, and dM Miniftcr 1ms aaociler i and f am zitaid k often 
happens, that his Majeily's Cabinet CiniBcil knows little or 
Mllimg of what is doings 6r intended lo b« done. 

This, my Leids, wm perhaps the Caier in the Year 1721$ 
and if it waa, we af« not la fappolir, that every Lord then 
m any high Oftee under the Crown, waa made acquainted 
with the trae Reaibn ibr patting a Negachw aeon ,that Mo- 
tion : They knvw k wa» reiblved en hy tihe king^s pnad- 
pal Farouriie, that a Negative (hoiild bo put upon thch$o- 
tion ; and as they thought it a Matter ol n» great Mo«eftt» 
they chofe rather t^ he pa£ve in the Aloir, than to come 
to an open Breach with ueir Sovereign, whkh 9vtry Mtik- 
ful Subject will aroid as bmcH as poflihte i becaule, hf a 
Bttle Compliance in hlatter» of fmalt MoaMnt, he may a^ 
lerwarcfe be able to reieue his Sovereign eut of ^e Hands of 
evil CounibUors, or prevent Im being fed by then in<o more 
pemieious Meafiires. Whether any of thofe who were in 
the Admimftration in the Year 1 7»9» concorred in this Ne- 
gative in 1721, I do not rememberf buft if t^y did, it 
could not proceed from thetr baTieving^ that the eennnfini- 
eating of Sir George Byn£s Inilru<^ione to this HouTe would 
be of any dangeroust Con(equence te the Naijon-. Thefe 
Inftra£Kons are now pubKOied, together with aa aud^tic 
Account of that^ wlk>Ie Affkir ; and I defy the flM)ft zrM or 
^e moft confummate PoUtieian in thia Hoofe, or any ether 
Affimhly» to ihow* how it ooidld have been of any bad Con^ 
. fcqueiKe to the Nation^ to have publiAed them in the Year 
»7»i. 

Their Publicati<m at that Time, my Lords, night pro- 
bably have been a meft fignal- Benefit tetht; Nadon; beeanfe 
It would have opened Peoples Byes, and might have made 
hoth Houfes of Ru'liament join in condemning that Treaty 
with Spain, which I look on as the lele Gauft of all the In- 
hks we have itnce met with i^om that indent Nation ; 
hecaufe bar unaccountable Fondtie^ for Peace at that Time, 
nave them an Opinion, that they might fafely treat us in 
j»y Nfanner they plcafed. If that Treaty had been con- 
dtanedby bothB&ufes of Phrliament^ I beHeve, it will be 
alhywed, that the Minifter who was the principal Advifcr of 
it, would have been in great Danger j theieibfe we may 
yeafenably fuppefe, that it woa^at that Time, as ithasofteQ 
been fine©, not tSie Danger the Nation might be expefW ta^ 
\mt the Dang«r the M5nifter might be expofed to, that was 
the Oceafion of a Negative's being put on the Motion for 
hwftj Sk Gter^Byn^h Inftraaions laid befcrr this Houfe j 
I and 
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and if aaf of tte old IMUniftei^ joiaed in diat Negative^ k Aiidm4^Gm»IL 
was becaafe they kojped, by temporizing a little, to.be abi« ^ i74^ 
to get their Soveneiga odt of that pemicioae Train of Poli- 
tics he had been led Into by his oew MinifUr. 

To excttfe the Negative <hm pat apon that MotfioB, as4 
to get £bee of the Precedent in 1694, great Pains have been 
tekes^ in this and the fbrmer Debate, to make a Diflindtkan 
between CMem and Ioftr»dibas ; and it ha€ been iajd, cbat 
in i^94» the Motion was £x Orders onTy. My Loids, I 
have not exafiiiaed that Journal, and therefore from my owti 
iC«owie4ge cannot fay, whether it was (o or not ; bnt the 
Oillin6Uon is, I think, nnworthy of this Houfe : It might 
perhaps pa6 weJl enough in the Courts below^ wl»re 
wrai^ing aboat Words is generally the chit^f Part of the 
Argamciit; but in this Hoafe, I hope, it will never be in- 
dalged. Whatever Djfference there may be in the Forms 
of iffuing or iigning Orders and InArudiOns/ they are in 
Me^ the Ame: They both equally relate to the Expedi- 
tion opon which the Admiral is Cent, uid both mail ht 
eqaaUy obeyed : U either Hou^ of Parliament were to en» 
qnire into the Condu^ of a naval Expedition, and ihould 
iidreb fox the Orders given to the commanding Officer, I 
fiiOttM i00k Oft it as a petQrfbgging Sort of Advice, if any 
one Wer« to advife his Majedy, that in purfuance of thaot 
AddreT*, he wajs to lay nothing but the Orders before Par* 
liomeitt, which are uCually conceived/in very general Terms^ 
and K&r to the In^u^ons for more particular Direflions^ 
and therefive ti6 Man that is not of a Wrangling Sort ^ 
Di^pofition, would fuppoft, that the Parliament dAd. not 
mean by Aich an Addre& to have all Sorts of Onkrs laid 
before them^ whether they were fuch as by the little 
Clerks df tte Office are properly called Orders^ or fnch ai 
are by them properly called Inftrudions. 

B(U» my Loi^a, I am no fnch Slave fo Precedents as to 
think^ that we can take no Step unlefs there be a Precedent for 
it,^. or that we may do whatever our Anceiiors have fumilhed 
us with a Precedent for doing. I (hall always be for mak- 
ing fomeUfeof my owaUbderftanding, and if upon ma* 
tare Delibention I think any Step right, I ihall be for it» 
dio' wamnted hy no Precedent: If I think it wrong, I 
Ihail be againft it, the* warranted by an endle^ String o( 
Precedents. That we have a Right in this Hoafe to adviib 
the Cromm, that we have a Right to enquire into the 
CondnA of MfmiHers, as wdt to prevent Mi^ief as to 
pttifli ft« is admitted ; that we can in moil Caies do nei-* 
thcr, wttlXMit having the- moft important Secrets of Go« 
««W6Bt littd hdost the HoQf<s« pr. before a fecret Com.^ 

mittee. 
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Aiiiioi4.GeoJf. mittfe^ i$ indifputable ; and therefore I fHall always difdafn 
|74o» ^ the Maxim, that no Papers fuppofed to contain any Secrets of 
Government ought to be addreiTed fot by thfe Hoafe« * 

For this Reafon, my Lords, I think, there is no Occaixon' 
for the Amendment propofed by the noble Lord that fpoke 
laft : I think it inconfillent with the Dignity of this Hoate to 
agree to it. It is not the Mifcondudt of little UnderHngs in 
C^ce we are to enquire into and punifh in this Houfe : ft is 
the Mifcondudl of chief Minifters. Whereas, if we agree to 
this Motion, with the Amendment proposed, it will be a 
fianding Teftimony upon our Journals, that Chief Minifters 
are too high for this Houfe to meddle with ; and if we ihould 
ever begin to think fo, we can then only dete6^ Ae Negli- 
gence or Corruption of inferior Officers, but the dangerous 
Errors of chief Miniilers muSt remain concealed; till Cdime 
terrible Misfortune or general Diftrcfs involves them in the 
common Ruin of their Country. 

'My Lordsj it is generally fuggefted, and, I believe, there 
is fome Truth in it, that Mr. Fernon has in fomeof fai^ iMr 
ters complained of our Conda6l in general,' ever fasca' ditt 
War commenced, and that he has given his Reaibns fbr'thtife^ 
CompUints. As he is in, as he is well acquainted wilth^^ 
Country where the War ought to have been moft vi|;oroirfly 
puflied, thofe Letters are abfolutely neceflary for Our ^nfol^ 
mation : We muft have them before us, if we refold ttf^l' 
what the whole Nation, I may fay the whole Wbrld'^ fet^ 
pe£b from us. Thefe Letters will, I am perfuaded,- jUfii^' 
the Motion which was made, but difagreed to, at the*£ndw 
lafl SefTion of Parliament, when we had the State Of the Na- 
tion under our Coniideration ; therefore, I muft beagakift 
the Amendment, for if it ihould be agreed to» I (hall, fd^l^l 
Sake of the Honour of this Houfe, be againft the Motk^i 

The Queftion was then put, and the Motion carried iwith 
the Lord Chancellor's Amendment. : • * 

Thefe two Motions of the Lord ^k/^i^s piodiiotd the 
following Protefts, <viz. 
^ ^ y. -To the Negative put upon the iirft. D^entieta, i 

firft Mo^on ' • Becaufe we conceive, that the calling for alllnftftiftiou 

given to Generals and Admirals, is not only proper and pre* 
cedented, but is alfo a neceilary Step towards the Exertion of 
our Privilege, as hereditary Counfellors for adviiing the 
Crown, which Privilege can be properly exerdled - only ia 
Matters depending. And j if from pretended Apprefadifioni 
of unfeafbnable Difcoverles, Inftrudions are to be kt^ptfecret 
from this Houfe, till after they have had their BiFeet, the 
Weaknefs or Guilt of the Meafures of an AdmiiiiftnuidB 

wiU 
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vill a|^>ear probacy too late to puniih tke OlFenders^ but Anno14.Geo.fl. 
certainly too lace to prevent the Mifchief. . , ^ V^^ 

.2. Becaufewe do not find any Negative pat upon Motions 
lor Inflructions before the Year 1731 ; from which Timey 
indeed, Inilructions began to be of fuch a Nature, that ^e 
do not wonder their Authors defired to conceal them. The 
Inflrdctions by which our Fleet lay in (bameful Inactiqn before 
Gibrahar^ when beficg'd, and fufffercd the Enctny^ Ships 
to bring AmmnnitioD and PrOViftcms to their Army, and 
thofe by which three Admirals, about thirty Captains, a- 
bove one hundred Lieutenants, and four tiiOufaiHi privaie 
Seamen, periibed moil inglorioufly at the Bafiimentoi^ cre- 
ate, as we conceive, a ji& Suipicion of all fubfe^oeiit In* 
fiructions flowing from the fame Source, and, in otir Opi- 
liioQy evince the Neceffity of tbe ftrictfeft Enquiry, and moll 
ample Informations in this important Conjuncture. 

3. Becaufe the Motion under the Limitations ^faich ac- 
companied it, was not even liable, as we apprehended > €0 
the modem Ofajedion of making improper Difcoveries 6f 
future Deiigns ; and it is impoflible to conceive, th.it whdn 
Admiral Firno» failed from hence with fo fmall a Force as 
five Ships only, and before the {ong-wiVd-for JOeciaratidn 
of War, that his Inili'u^liot^ could contain any thin^ matQ 
ihan Orders for Reprifals: Since, conisdering his InfufHcient 
Force, any Orders to attempt even What he fo happily and 
unexpectedly executed, would have been contrary to the 
Genius, and inco;iii{lent with the too k}ng;-experienced pa- 
cific Difpofition of the Adminiftration. 

4. Becaufe, that as the Weft-Indies wtft allowed by all 
Lords in the Debate to be the proper Scene of A^lioft, we 
think it our Duty more particularly to attend to the Cbndudl 
of the Adminiihration in thc^e Falrts ; efpecially fiilce, from the 
Time of the Dedaration of War, till very lately, that m^ 
portant Scene of A^ion feem? to havis been AegleCbed or for- 

irot j| whHe, as we apprehend, the flighted Alarms have beeh 
ondly credited as ReafonS for keeping our numerous Forces 
at home, to the OpprefTion of the People ; whereas a fmall 
I^roportion of them, tiqiely employed in the Weft-htdiesy «. 
sainii: a then unprepared and unprovided E-nemy, might pr<y>> 
Dably have enabled Vice-admiral Verwn to have brought thn 
joft and neceflary War to a ^^^ and h4>py Condirfion. 

5. Becaufe we appreilead that the Denial of thefe necef- 
iary Lights in the firH Siep of the Eil(|uity, not only cads | . 
Damp u|»a the Enquiry itfelf, but ihu& 1&S.Q lefleA th6 
Wei^t of any Refolutions that may be taken in the Cburl^ 
of i(. The Nation that fo unanimbufly expedb and calls fgr 
an Enquiry intQ a Qondudt, which at befl feems to them ur>- 

17^0, 4^ ap90iin^ 
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Anno i4.G.eo.n. accountable^ if not blanWablc, will be confirmed iniytat- 
1740. ever Siifpicions they might entertain, when the Lights rie'ccT- 
V,ip ^ — ^ fa,.y to remove thofe Sufpicions are denied ; and fhould we 
come to any Vote of Approbation, fuch a Vote may^ per- 
haps be mifconflruefi to be an influenced Complaifance to the 
Adminiftration, the didlated Refult of a pretended Enquiry 
•founded only upon imperfedl Fadls, and partial Reprefen- 
tations. 

Bathurjl, Chefterfieidy Carlifle, Bridgwater, Middleton. 
Ayiesford, Willoughby de Brooke, Tbanet, Denbigh, 
Brijfol, Greetnuich, WeHmorelandy Shaft/bury, Cobham, 
flaverjham, Talbot, Litchfield, HallifaXy Gonver, 

To the Amendment made to the fecond : 
Dijfentient. . 
Another on the Be^caufe we conceire thofa reftriftive Words will prevent 
Amendment the Houfe from receiving that Information Vvhich we think 
made to the fe,- iibfolutely neceffary : For if Vice- Admiral Vernon, in any of 
ctond. jjjg Letters, has given it as his Opinion (as'it is generally be- 

lieved he has) that with a moderate Number of Land-Forccs 
he could have made fuch important Conquefts in America, 
as would have brought our Enemies before this Time to fue 
ibtJ^eace, this Houfe had, as we apprehend, a Right to fee 
fuch Letters^ without which, we conceive, this Enquiry cpii 
only tend to qeteft the Negligence or Corruption of inferior 
Officers, and the capital Errors of the Miniilers thcmfelve$ 
may remain ^ncealed. 

, Signed as before — — - 

"December 8. The Earl of Sandtwich flood up, and fpokc ^a 
the following Effedl. 

TijitioiSandmncb. My Lords, 

' ^ Altho* I cannot pretend to great Experience, yet if I 

know any Thing of the Conflitution of oiir Government, 
when from all Circumftances that are publicly known, therie 
feems to have been an Error or Negleft in the Conduft of 
public Affairs, it is the Duty of this Houfe to make ibme 
Enquiry into that Error or Negleft, in order to give Adyice 
to our Sovereign, and SatisfaSion to our Country. That 
ConduA may, upon a full Information, appear to be right, 
Jbut if atfirft View it appears to be wrong, every Lord in this 
Houfe who is not let into the Secret of Affeirs, has a Righi 
]to defire Satisfaction; and if it be fuch as is generally, cpna- 
plained of, he is iii Duty bound to defire an Explanation, 
when it can be had without doing a roanifeft Injury to th^ 
IPublic. This is my Way of thinking, and therefore I . hqpie 
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y6ur Lordrfilps will excufe me, if the Motion 1 am to make. Anno i4.Gco,ir, 
Ifioutd be thought improper. ' i740' 

Jt is now above a Year and a Half fince Reprifils were rc- 
folved on, and above a Year fince War was declared againft 
Spain : When the Reprifals were iflued, every Man in the 
Kingdom forefaw, except thbfe who fhould have forefeen, that 
a declared War would be the Gonfeqaence of thofe Reprifals } 
and therefore every Man in the Kingdom, except the Per- 
ibns coneerned in oar Adminiflration, condemned that Method 
of beginning Hoililities. Even tho^. we had fuppofed, that a 
declared War would not be the certain Confequencc, yet 
confidering the Nature of our Quarrel with Sfatn^ the Me. 
thod of Reprifals was the moil improper we could take for 
obtaining Redrefs. Wheri a Nation has been noway injured^ 
but in its Property, or in the Property of its . Subjedls, Re- 
prifals may then be fufficient for obtaining Reparation ; but- 
wh'en d Nation has been infulted, and its moflvaluable Rights 
not only invaded, but exprefsly denied, an immediate Decla- 
ration of War is the only proper Remedy. In fuch a Cafe, 
to think of contenting ourielves with Reprifals only^ was but 
a. new Pattern of that irrefolute Condu<5l, of which we have 
df late Years given fo many and fuch deilrudlive Examples. 

As Reprifab were not a proper Method for pating an End 
to fuch a Conteift, and as we might have forefeen, that the 
certain Confequeace of RepriiaJs would be a War, we 
. 'fliould, in my Opinion, have begun Hoftilities by a Declara- 
tion of War, and that Declaration of War Ihould have been 
attended with immediate and vigorous Attacks upon the 
finemy in every Part of' their Dominions, where we could 
either hurt them, or gain any Advantage to ourfelves ; for 
as we are a trading Nation, our Trade muft fufFer by every 
. War we can be enaged in, and therefore we ought to begin 
and profedute every War with the utmoft Vigour, in order to 
|>ut an End to it with the utmofl: Difpatch. The Hight we 
are now contending for, is' of the utmod Confequence to us : 
It is a Right without which this Nation cannot Jong remain 
m its prefent Splendor and Power ; and therefore I hope we 
fhall foon be able to ellablifh it, by obliging the Enemy to 
aclcnoivledge it iii the mod exprefs Terms, and not as ufual, 
liy a general Confirmation of former Treaties ; but if by a 
languid Profecution of the War, we fhould not be able to 
accomplifh this juft'and defirable End, in a ihort Term of 
'J'ears, even this Right which is now fo valuable, may come 
to be of very little Confequence ; for after we have entirely 
loft pur Trade and Navigation, a Freedom of Trade and 
Navigation will not be fo valuable as it is at prefent ; and if 
vr6 confider the prefent Ciccumflances of Europe^ if wc con- 
1746. 4B2 fidcr. 
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Annoi4.Geo.Il.fidcr,that all oar Rivals in Trjidc are ip profound TrjHpqoilKejr^ 
. t740. . , and at Liberty to purfue their J rade without Iiv(erruption,wJbiift 
ours lies cxpofed to all'tjic pange/s and. Inconvenicncies of 
War, what have we not to dread from a Ipng Continuanq^ 
imdcr fuch Circumila^ccs ? Our Cafe is now very difoeiU 
from what it was diaring the War in Qaeen j^e^s Reign t 
Many particular Merchants might thenSffcr, but our Trade 
>B general coald not fufFer, nor could it b^ underoiined by 
any of onr Rivals, bccaufc they were then engaged in War 
fls well as we. If our Merchants paid high Freight and In*- 
farance, our Rivals then did the &me : If our Merchants 
loft one Cargo of (?oods bound to any foreign Market, ihey 
got the better Price for thofe that fafely arrived ; but now 
they can expcft no fuch Advantage : On the contrary, our 
Merchants will be underfold by our Rivals at all Markets, 
and in all Sorts of Goods; and confequently^ in this War 
our Trade in general, as well as particular Merchants, mvdk 
foffer by the Captures v^e lie expofed to. 
■ If this, my Lords, ha4 been duly conifidered by thoCe, 
whpfe Duty it wa$to coplider it, furely the War would have 
been begun in a different Method ; at leaft, after it was de- 
clared, it would have been profecuted in a difierenc Ma^xier*' 
I,fha)l fay nothing of what has been done^ or rathcts whftt* 
has not been done. In the JVefi-Indits : As that Matter ha&AK 
rfeady b^en iuHy explained in a former Debate, I ihaU now^ 
confine myfelf entirely tp the Spanijb Dominions in E^rof^^ 
where, I think, we might have done much greater .Hurt t^ 
the Enemy than we have done, or fo mv^ch as attempted to do. 
Arc the SpaniardsiXivuXxitxvLhWmOld Sf^ain ?Js\t impo^letoit^ 
burn a Ship, in any of their Harbours }. Is it impoflit^Ie tx» land 
and kift a Chicken, or fack a Country Village upon any Pjart 
of thejir Coaft ? From our Conduct in the War, one would;' 
really be apt to think fo, if the contrary were not.nqt(y-LQ«f- ' 
ly known; There are very few Harbours in S^ajin^ if, smy, - 
which we might not have entered, and burnit every Ship in 
the Harbour ; and with regard to their Sea-Coafts, except. 
juft in the Neighbourhood of their fortiiied Towns or Camps. 
we might have landed whc^rever we had pleated^ and might 
have plundered and laid wajlle the Country for feveral Miles 
together, before they could have brought a fup^ior Force a- 
gainft us. I fhaJH not fay, th^t the Nation, orthqt our- 
T^Dops could have got; any immediate Advantage by fiich 
Attempts ; but by fo doing, we might hav^ fo hurt theBner- 
itiy, and haraffed thqir Coiintrv, as wp^nld have madft t&eoi, 
fcon tired of the War ; and this in its Confequen(;es ^uld. 
have been a great Adyantage to the Nation, By bringing the. 
War to a ^edy» as W€Jl as' honourably Conclufiou. 

'■■-■■ ' * ^ inflead 
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. liift^ofthk, mytord$» what have wet dpoc ? WehavfAnM i4»GeoII, 
hun at the Expence of keeping^ a SqHu^^ron qpon thp Co^$ 1740. 
of %r/W.*ever fiqcei and for fpme Tune before the War be- ' 
gm ; bat that Squadron has aO along ren^ai^ed in a moft ua- 
apQwnt^ble State of Ina^ion^ In my Opinion, it h;^ rather 
feryed tp proted than injure the Enemy i for as foot ^ wf 
ilTued Orders for Reorifals, ti)is Squadron was ttuxioooi in 
▼iewqf the Bay of. Cadiz, led any of their Merchant*Ship9 
ihould venture Qot, and thereby e^pofe thenifelvef to the 
I^apg$r oif being taken by our Men of War or Cruifers. I 
ffy^i^ not fay that this was really the Defign of placing Qur 
Sqa^diY)n ip that Station ; but if we confider thofe Circum- 
%qQ»K that are kn'own^ it wDt^d fe«m to have been fo : 
Xhcre was. then in the Harbour of Cajfz a Fleet of Mer- 
cjtemt'Ships f^ loaded, and alxnoft ready to fail for the Pf^efi^ 
fydi^f : There was likewife a Squadron of Men of War not 
n^ear fitted out. Qqr Squadron continued ifi that Station tiU 
a]I t])e Enemy's Merchant-Ships were uii!lQfl,dcd aivd laid up ; 
ttfi^^ ^<3oa as their Squadron of Men of War was fit for pro-* 
cefidistf upon any Voyage, our Squadrcuu aU retired nom 
QsdiXs fojne into the Mediterranean^ and f09e to Gibraltar^ 
Ma|IUH>^ fp much a$ leaving an Advice-Boat, fo far as I hav^ 
eifist luMurd, to. give t!\cm Notice of the Enemy's failing. , Ac- 
cprdiog^y the £nen>y toqk Advantage, of the Opportunity wa 
tifui th^^«;n in their Way : Their Squadron failed from Ca^ 
di%.^ toFerro/, and fronx thence, without th^. leaA OiHttC- 
hfi^tpt U>iliLt.tFefi^Imii/Sy 

My Lords, I do not fay it was wrong to allow their SquPf 
dM>n» tp fail. I think we oueht from the very Beginning to 
hs^v^ .giiren both their Squadrons and Merchant-Ships fvU 
Li^ty to fill out of their Ports^ i^nce we were refolved not 
tp atteinpt any thing^againft them while they were thera ; bul 
thm.v^Utpuld have taken aJUpQ0ible Care topurfue or inteixupt 
thimi^ as foon as they did fail. We got hold by great Chance 
ofoije of their Men of War, by allowing her to fail out of Ppjr^i 
whidv wei fkouVl never have done if we had ft^UpweA ojir wife 
$<;ti^eof cig^ifining.all their Ships clofe within jEJarhour* I fay 
lyg^^at Chaiice ; becaufe» I believe* it will not app/p^r that 
our Hicercept;^ the frintjja Man of War was owing, to any 
Advice, we had received, or any Scheme we h^d formed, 
BotWehfl^not fo»)od Luck, nor indeed wast it ppfthle.fof 
1^ t<^ have.fb gooa Luck^ with.refpe£); to the C4^)& Squa- 
dron ; becauf(^ we did not of&r to purfue it^ either in its Fai^- 
f^ fxom Cadiz to FerroJi^ ox from then(;e t^ the Weftjndifsi 
9S^ f^ we had, Ithink. at that Time^ one Squa4i:o«i at 
Qikt^iltatf and another gon^ to. do, I know nqt wha,t at: 
l^prtm^Jiiott i forfuppofe the S/;!7/r/i9r^/ had a real Defign a« 
A . gainft 
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AnAo i^.Oeo.n, gainil thatP2ac6, which^ I believe they never had, thr^eor 
1 740* ^ four Men of War would have done as well for preventing it 
as ten times the Number, because the £neiny coiild have no 
Squadron to convoy their Tranfports. 

I know, my Lords,, it will be faid, that the Protection 
of our Trade in the Mediterranean^ and thfe Prefervation of 
our Poflfeffions in that Part of the World, was of great Con- 
fequence to the Nation, and that both have been fecured by 
Means of that Squadron which we have kept in the Medi- 
ferranean and before Cadiz. But can this be an Excaie for 
our Squadron's undertaking nothing againll the £foemy ?" Are 
we 10 declare War againft Sfain, and then think of nothing 
but our own Defence ? If our Squadron had burnt the Ships 
in every Harbour of Spain^ if it ha'd landed Troops from 
Time to Time, and plundered and laid wafte then* open 
CoaO: from one End to the other, our PofTefTions might have 
been equally Well protected, our Trade would have been 
much better proteAed, than it has been ; for whatever may 
be (aid by fome Gentlemen in the City, whofc chief Trade 
confills in making the moft of the DillrefTes of their Coun- 
try, it neither has been, nor will be faid by any Number of 
real Traders, that either in the Mediterranean y or upon the 
Coafls of Portugal^ our Trade has been fo well pioteded as 
jt ought, and might eafily have been, againft fuch a Natioil 
as Zfaiuy which has not above two or thcee Ports where 
their Privateers could put into and remain with any Safety, 
if we were to make the beft Ufe of that Power whrch God 
Almighty has put into our Hands. 

But whatever Errors we may have committed, whatever 
Negledb we may have been guilty of, with regard to oar 
fconduft in the Mediterranean^ or upon the Coafts of ^ftd^f 
1 am far from imputing them to the Gentleman who has 
the Command of our Squadron in that Part of the World. 
From that Gentleman's Charader in Life, from the whole 
Tenor of his former Behaviour, X muft foppofc, that he 
would willingly have a6led for the Honour and Advantage of 
his Country, to the utmoft of his Power i that for this Por- 
pofe he would have ventured his Life with Plcafore, ^" 
therefore I muft impute the whole of our MifQonduft to 
thofe who gave him his Inftru£lions. In their Favour there 
is nothing to plead : From their Charadler in Life, from 
the whole Tenor of their former Behaviour, it muft be'fop- 
pofed, the whole Nation does fuppofe^ their Inftroftio^* 
were fuch as no brave Man could receive with Plcafurc, a» 
every true Britijh Commander would perafe with Indigna- 
tion. This, I fay, my Lords, is the Opinion that generally 

prcvaiw 


( 547 ) , 

iprevails without dpors. If there be any • Eoundatioii for it, ^nno i4^Geo.lj[« 
your Lordfliips muft grant, that thfe Coqdud of thofc who 17 40* 
gave fuch Inltru^Uons ought not only to be enquired into, W"*^"^ J** 
but cenfured : If there be no Foundation for it, your Lord- 
ifaips ought, I think, to make an Enquiry into the Affair, 
that the Adminiibation may be juftified, and that the Na- 
tion may know, that our Inadlivity in the Mediterranean^ 
and upon the Coails of S^pah, was not owing to any Neg- 
lect, Timidity, or Treachery in us, but to the new and fur- 
prizing Aftivity and Vigilance of the' Enemy, who had fo 
fortified all their Harbours, and their ex teniive Coad, that 
it was impoiiible for us to t^ink of attacking them any 
where with Succeis. 

. For this Reaibn, my Lords, I tjiink njyfqjf obliged, and 
,thcrefbrc Ihall beg Leave to move your Lordfhips to order, 
* That Copies of the feveral * Inftrudlions given to Rear- «# ^ 3 r * j, 
f* Admiral Haddtfck^ from the Time of his failing from En- j^iral Haddock's 
f gland in the Year 1738, to. the 24th of June laft, be laid inftrudtions. 
^ before this Houfe.' This, my Lords, is my Motipn,and 
I hope it will not be thought improper or unfeafonable. I 
'saa &rey the fame Objeftion cannot be made to it, that was 
made againfl calling for Admiral Vernon'% Inftru£lions ; for, 
1 am convinced^ it will not be faid, that any Expedition a- 
galnft the Enemy in Europe has ever been fo much as deiign- 
ed» and much lefs, that Admiral Hc^ddock has ever had In- 
ftrui5tions for any fuch Purpofe. From this Motion, there* 
fore, there cannot be the leaft Danger of divulging any of 
the Secrets of our Government ; and by having all thofe In- 
ftra€lions laid before us, we (hall have an Opportunity, I 
bope, of vindicating our Adminiftration againfl thofe Suf- 
picions and Siirmifes, that are now fpread over the whole 
Nation ; from whence I cannot but expedl the Concurrence 
of al! thofe that are their Friends, and from that Concur* 
yence, I think, I have good Reafb;i to ^%$t^ Succefs in my 
Motion. 

This Motion being feconded by the Earl of ///j//j^;^. Seconded by the 
tb^next that fpoke was the Duke of Neivcafiley the Purport ^^'^^ oilMlifax, 
of whofe Speech was as follows, o/ra. 
My Lords, 
If r could join in Opinion with the noble Lord, thatpukcof iV>w- 
what lie propofes could no way tend towards divulging the cafth, 
JSecrets of the Government, I fhould, for the Reafon he 
lias given, mofl heartily concur with him in his Motion ; 
lot in this Particular I differ from him, and therefore, for 
the Sake of the Public, which I fhall always prefer to the 
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Anne T4G«o.n.Intereil of any private Man» and even td my own Inteifft 
1740- or Curioiity, 1 muft give my Negative to his Motion. 
Whether there have been any Deiigns formed ibr attacking 
the Eneiny in Old Spain, for burning the Ships in any of 
their Harbours, or for making a Defceht upon any tart of 
their CoaSs, I ihall not pretend to determine ; but this I 
am fure of, that a Defign has been fofmbd, and hitherto 
profecuted with as much Succefs as could be expeded, for 
protefting our Trade, and fecuricg our Pofleflions ih the 
Mediterrahean ; and as the proper Methods for efieCliitg 
thefc neceffary Ends 6iuft be fuppOfed to have been prefcii- 
bed to Admiral Haddock ili.his Inllru£lions, I muft think it 
would be very improper to publifh thofe Inftrudions, which 
would be the Effeift of their being laid before this floufe ; 
t)ecaufe the Enemy would thereby learn hdw to evade ail the 
Meafures we can take, either for the Protection of our Tmde, 
or the Security of our Dominions. 

*I ihall grant,. my Lords, that the People in aU'Countifw, 
and in this more than any other, are fond to hear of Sieges^ 
Battles, and Bloodfhed, and apt to imagine^ that there is 
nothing too difficult for their Fleets and Armies to tindei-'r 
take ; and therefore they are very apt to complt^ wh«9 
their wanheft E^ctatiOfis are not anlwered. From henoe 
there may, perhaps, be a Clamour amongft the unthinkii^ 
and ij^norant Populace againfi our Cohaii6l in this War, 
becaufe it has not been attended with fO much Slaughter aiict 
Pevafbtion, as thty exp^died ; but to Ihofe who know and 
• cOnfider the Situation and Conduct of the En^'my, this caa 
be no Ground of Complaint. If we had lo do with an S* 
liemy, that woald gi^e us a fair Meeting either at Land os 
Sea, our Populace nilght havie been diverted with Battkl^ 
and, t hope, with Victories ; but Ith'e Spaniards arc too ^ei^ 
fible of the Sii|)feriority df bur StJ^^hgth, to give us znOp- 
portnnity of attacking them any where upoh eqixal Termt, 
cfpecially in EuriAe, They have fortified jdl their Harbours, 
at leafl all thofe Harbours, where there are any Ships wortli 
batmng, m fuch a M^fmer, that our Sqiladroiis cannotj,* 
without great Danger, approach them by Sea ; and t(> a^ 
tajck them by Land, we mufl fend a greater Army to Sfahi^ 
than what we have n6w On Foot ; for every <Jne kii'ows, &^ 
In Spain they have a landing Army much m6re Dtaneroni, 
than that we have at prefent ift Chat Sritain, 

From this ftngte Confideration^ your LordAip^ m^ fee 
the Reafon of the Complaints without doors, and howea^ 
it would be for oiir Miniftefs to jviftify their Cbndua, if 
they had a mind to lay all proper Materials before^ yoil ; 
))utthi8, they know, would make fuch pifcoycries^ aswcwid 
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Ibea^eiiil'ed.wUk, great Prejudice lo the PuMjc ; and there- Anno 14. Geo. Ill 
fore I muft look upon their Patience, under this Heap of ^ *74Q' 
Scandal they arc fo.injduftriojHfly loaded with^ as a mod fig'* 
ml Piece of ^elf-Denial. It is a Sort of Sacrifice they at 
pefent makefp .the Good of the Public ; and I fhall neveri 
ay aay Act of mine, divert them from making, that Sacri- 
fiOQ^ or coiopel (hem to facrifice the Good of the Public to 
th^r ijiiiQcdiate..JuiU&cation. 
. J am hr from faying, my LordSj that any Defigns have^ 
€^t hav^not.been ibrmed, for making an Attack ttpon the 
Enemy in .0/^ Sfaih ; but this I am fure I may fay, that 
f|ich Dcfi^ either hayei. or have not been formed, and in 
^jtberCa^ it would be improper for us to call for Admiral 
HoiU^iJk^s lailrudUons. If fuch Defigns have been formed^ 
ife m^il iuppofe, that Admiral has had Inilru£lions relating 
to ibsm i . and ^s they have not yet been executed, the pub- 
lishing of thofe InilrudUons woujd certainly prevent its being 
cy«r pofiible to execute them hereafter; therefore,. in this 
Ca^ it miiil be. allowed, that our calling for thefe Indruc- 
^oiis woold be both improper and, dangerous. On the 
Ot^l^r Hand, fuppofe no fuch Defigns have ever been form- 
<l4s fuppofe it fhould appear, that our Admiral had no In- 
iim^ons relating to any fuch Defigns ; if thofe Infbu^lions 
ihpiild be made public, it will lay our Miniilers under the 
fatal Neceflicy of publifliing all the private Informations they 
l^e iiad from Spai/t, relating to the Harbours, Fortificati- 
|^B|» People^ and Troops of that Kingdom, in order to juf* 
tify their not having formed any fuch Defigns ; and perhaps 
li^^ife the Perfons Names who gave them thefe Informa- 
tions* in order to (hew, that they were fuch as might be de^ 
pefided on i and I fhall leave to your Lordfhips Confiderati- 
<)fkt : whether it would be proper to lay the Adminiflradon 
under fuch a fatal Neceifity, in the Time of an open War 
betyvQcn the two Nations. 

•. My.Lordsy I am very little capable of giving oiy Opinion 
about the Na;i^re of Fortifications, and the Probability of 
Stt^ceis in attacking any fortified I^ace ; but this I will fa>[^ 
ihat by the Inibru^ons given to our Admiral we coaM de- 
tern[iine no fuch QoelHon. For this Purpofe^ we mufl haye 
a Plaa of the Fortifications laid before us, and mnfl examine 
the moSL expert Engineers, as to the feveral Forts and Foi- 
bles of the Place ; ,and a public Enquiry of this Sort would 
aoty I think» be prudent pendente Bslto^ and before any At- 
tack has been made upon the Place : Yet it muH be al* 
lowed,, that without fuch an Enquiry we could neither jufli- 
&.aor condemn oar Adminiflration, for not havine formed 
a^ executed fuch aDeiign ; and I fhall always think it more 
174C4 4 C excafabl«i 
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^ imo t4.Geo.I]. excufable in a Minifter, to run the RUk of hiTiftg hu Oon^ 
1740. ' dudl cenfared, for not forming and execatim; a daageroai 
Defign, than for his having formed fuch a Defign, and fail- 
ed in the Execution ; becaufe, in the former Oife, his Mif- 
conduct can be attended with no Expence» nor any great 
Misfortune ; whereas in the latter, his Mifoonduft may be 
attended with great Expence to his Country^ and with the 
Blood of Thoufands of the bravdl of his Cbuntrymen* 

With regard therefore to our attempting to bam attd de» 
fh^y the Enemy's Ships in their Harbcmr, I ftall fty no more 
but this, my Lords, that, I believe, • thofe who dire ooil* 
cerned in our Adminiftration, have as good InficKniiatiDii^ 
and arp perhap as good Judges as any Loid in this Honfc 
can pretend to be ; and as they have not yet attempted aa^ 
fuch Thing, I muil believe it either impra^caUe, or not 
worth the Rifk and Expence. But with regard to making 
a Defcent upon their Coaft, and plundering and laying wate 
the open Country, I muft firft obferve, that no inch Thiag 
could be done, without ibiding a Body of Land-Force thi* 
ther for that Purpofe ; and this we could not do till We 
had augmented our Army fo as to be aUe to fpare fcch H' 
Body of Land'Forces, without endangering our Safety at 
home, and without delaying our Preparations §dt pQfhil^ 
the War in the Weft-Indies^ where, I believe, ycWr Lor£ 
fhips will allow it ought to be pufhed with the moft Vi« 
gour. Therefore, if there has been any Failure ifpoft thit 
Head, it is not to be imputed to thoie in the AdminiftnidOBy 
but to thofe who have for many Years oppded our keepkig 
tip any greater Number of Troops than was abf^tdy H^ 
CefTary for our Security in Time of Peace. 

To this, my Lords, I muft add another Obfervafioil^ whidi 
will fhew the Inconfiflency of fome People's way of frgaiag* 
In all Debates upon the Army, of which I have heard a 
ereat many, it has been continually infixed on by thofr 
Ukzt argued againU the Army, that our Milkia atone, witil* 
oat the AfiiAance of any regular Troops,' weald be afaAe^ 
to repel any Invaiion made upon us with 5 or 6000 fofeign 
Veterans : Whereas in this Debate, the MIKtia^ of Sfaim 
leems to be of n6 Account : We have nodlung fo ikir MMi' 
them ; and therefore, if we fhould land a ^tdy ^f rtgalar 
Troops upon their Coaft, we might plunder and hy ^HfiM 
ehe Country, and might reimbark without Oppofitioa- '4M^ 
Danger ; becaufe they could not foon bring a fuperior fe* 
dy of their regular Troops againft us. Now, my Lords, I 
thould be glad to know, why there is fuch a Differeaoe ba* 
twcen the MiUtia of Unat Britain and the Militia of Sfaia^ 
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I fliaU readily admit, that oar common Men have general- Aanox4.Gco.n# 
ly more perional Bravery than the commod Men in Spain ; 1740' 
but, I bdieve, they sire pretty equal as to Difclpline; and * ^-*^^ 
it is well known, that when Armies engage, it is not the 
perfonal Bravery of Individuals, but the Difcipline of the 
Troops in general, that gives the Advantage and fecures the 
Vidory. Therefore, if the Militia of Spain are as formi- 
dable as the Militia of Great Britain, we could expedt no 
Seat Advantage, nor could we do the Enemy any greac 
itrt, by landing 5 or 6000 regular Troops in their Countryi 
and* l believe, no Maii will luppofe, we ought to employ 
Wy greater for that Purpofe. 

From thefe Confiderations, my Lords, I am apt to fup* 
poi^, that in fending, a Squadron to the Mediterranean, we 
hid DO other Deiign than that of proteding our Trade, and 
l«6iiriiig oor Poifeilions, in that Part of the World. ' For 
d|is Pvcpofe it was abfolutely neceflary to fend fuch a Squa- 
. wm as vaa fuperior to any the Enemy could fend out againft 
Of I and whatever Expence the Nation may thereby havo 
bicn pot to, your iiordfhips mufl grant, it was necelfary. 
J can therafore fee no Resdbn you have for calling for Ad- 
Vfir9l Sk4d9ck\ Infbudions, or for making any Enquiry re- 
Uling to that Squadron ; fince it has not been complained 
of ^ven without Doors, that our Trade or oor PoiTewons in 
the MeeUt0ra$uam have been any way negleded. As to 
the Enemy's Squadron efcaping from Cadi:ii, and afterwards 
tgom Firnl^ .it.occaiioned no Misfortune to this Nation, and 
i( mi^ be imputed to £> many Accidents, that, I think^ 
i( afgnei a Want of Charity to impute it to a bad Defign^ 
or to aMifcondtt^ in any Perfon concerned InourGovern- 
JOent. Every one knows, that Admiral Haddock was then 
fidled up the Midstirram(m, to prevent the Execution of a 
Debgk that had adnally been formed againft our Ifland of 
Mimtc^l and oeverthdeis, if I have been rightly inform* 
mi^ the Boemy^s Squadron from CWi« might probably hav^ 
been intcreepted, or met with at Sea, if it had not been 
fiw an Aodoent which happened with regard to fbme Or^^ 
4m Ska out upon that Ocamon. 

, JU I have now^ I hope, my Lords, given fuiEdent Rea< 
JilPf for my di&greeing to the noble Lord's Motion, I ihould 
hinv given yoa no more Trouble at this Time, if the nobl^ 
iini» who have already fpoke in this Debate, had confined 
llMo^vaa iaiOiiy to the Qs^ion before us; but in this 
Oakne, as w^i as moil others, feveral Matters of a foreign 
Vatww have been mentioned, and Ibund fault with, and 
theref^ra J hope ypnr Lordihips will ^ve meleav« to far 
iviMAiif in Vindicatiw of what I havp always^ aod ftill 
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Anao Y4.Gce.fl. do approve of. ^ I ihftll grant, that the Spmnards had coq* 
1740* ^ teCled feveral Rights of great Confequence, which we had a 
juft Title to» and likewife, that thejr had nfnrped, or pre- 
tended to fome Rights, which they had no Title to ; bat if 
thefe Conteib and Pretenfions had been attended with no ' 
real Injury, they would never have afforded a fufficient Rea« 
fon for our declaring War, or committing Haftilities; for it 
often happens, that two Nations have mutual Pretenfions, 
which neither will exprefsly give up, and yet while thefe 
Pretenfi(Mis are allowed on both Sides to lie diormant, neither 
of them take Occaiion from thence to declare War againft 
the other. But this was not the Cafe between us and the 
Spaniards : They would not allow their Preteniions to lie dor- 
mant : They would exercife the Rights thev pretended to ; 
and thereby occaiioned many grievous Lcmes * to the Sab- 
je6ls of this Nation. Thefe Lofles, and a ppfitive Denial 
of Reparation, made Reprifais on our Side abfolately ne- 
ceffary ; but they did not make a Declaration of War ab- 
folutely necefTary ; becaufe by Treaty between us it was ex- 
prefsly ftipulated, that in fuch Cafes the Party injured might 
make Reprifais, and that fuch Reprifais fhould not by the 
other Side be confidered as a Rupture, or Caufe of War. 
Now if we had, by Means of Reprifais, obtained full Re- 
paration for all our LoiTes, and Spain had given over exer- 
cifmg the contefted Rights ihe pretended to, we fhould not, 
I think, have had the leafl Occafion to declare War ; be- 
caufe we might have continued on both Sides to allow oiir 
contefted Pretenfions to lie dormant, as long as neither Side 
fufFered by fuch Pretenfions ; and therefore I mull think, 
that we were in common Prudence obliged to try firft what 
could be done by Way of Reprifa! ; for furely a War, cf- 
pecially againtl Spain, is to be avoided, if poifible. 
* But befides this, my Lords, there was another Reafon for 
ogr entering into a War agaiilft Spain with all imaginable 
Caution. We know how jealous all the trading Nations of 
Europe are of Spain^s . having aify of her Dominions in 
^America taken from her by us, or by any other neighbour- 
ing Power, and ho^v ready they would all be to fly to her 
Affiftance, if they faw her in any fuch Danger. If we 
had entered haftily into the War ^^va&.Spainy and had at 
pnce fent a ftrong Squadron with a great Body of Land-Forces 
to the Wefi'Indies\ the' other Powers of Europe would pro- 
bably have imagined, that we were dire^ed by ambitions 
Views, and that we intended to ilrip Spain of all her Set- 
tlements in Americay which would certainly have united all 
the trading Powers of Europt againft us ; and fuch a Con* 
federacy, X bcilieye, it will be granted^- We were by al^ 
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Means to preveat. Wc were tbereibre to take the moft Anno i4,Ceo.fi. 
proper Methods for convincing the other lowers of Europe, 1740. 
that we had nothing in View but Self-defence, and the Securi- 
ty of oar Trade and Navigation in Time to come ; and in 
order to do this, it was neceiTary for as • to try what could 
be doneby.Reprifals, before refolving to declare War, in 
order to ihew that our Dedaratjon ot War «did not proceed 
from an ambitious Choice, but from mere Necefllty. 

I ihall readily agree, my Lords, that our Circumilances in 
this War, are more unlucky than they were In the War during 
Queen ^m/^s Reign. Our Trade in general muft neceiTarily 
fofier by our being engaged in War, when all our Rivals in 
TVade are in perfe^ Tranquillity. This Misfortune , peculiar - 
to the prefent War, was fpreieen by thofe who had the Con- 
da6l of our public Affairs, and therefore they tried all 
poflible Means for avoiding a War, which they faw would- 
be of fuch pernicious Confequence to our Trade and Na.- 
v:^tion in general.. I was, indeed, furprized to hear this 
Circumftance fo much as mentioned, by any Lord that 
£nds fault lyith the Meafures which were taken, for pre*, 
inenting oar being obliged to enter into the prefent War ; 
£2r, in my Opiniop, it is a full Juflification of every Step- 
token for that Purpofe. It is true, it is likewife an Argu- 
taoac, now we arp engaged, for profecuting the War wick 
the tttmoft Vigour; but neither this nor any other Argu- 
joent can make us pufli the War with more Vigour than we 
«re Mafiera of; and if we apply a Part of our Vigour to- 
wards pu&ing the War in jone Place, we mud necef&rily 
abate of our Vigour in every other. There&re, if we had 
attacked the Dominions of Spain in Europe, we muil have 
attacked her Dominions in ktnerim with the lefs Vigour'; 
and I appeal to your Lordfhips, whether it would have been 
prudent or eight in us to have done fo. 

From all which I muft Conclude, my Lords, that the 
wifeft and beil l^ethod for profecuting this War^ was to 
make our whde Pufli againfl the Spani/h Dominions in 
Anertcai and confequently, we were toa£lupon the De« 
fenfive only in Europe, and to take all poihble Care to 
prevent its bemg in the Power of the Enemy to fend any 
Reinforcements ot Supplies to their Dominions in Jmerica. < 
•For this Purpofe, we were to prevent, as much we could, 
the falling not only of their Squadrons, but alfo of their 
Flotasy and even their Merchant-Ships ; and this has been 
done as efi^^aUy as it was poilible for us to do, coniider- 
log the boift^rous Seas upon the Coafts of Spain, and the 
Kecefiity of our Squadren's retiring fometimes into Port, 
mther to avoid, a Storm or to refresh the Seamen. What 
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Aano i4.Gee.n. Occafion therefore can we hnre ttoT feting Aimbtl £Ut 

1740* J0tk*9 Inftra^ons? If from thende it fliould i^petr, ikaM 

\^ ^m^mmu,^ jj^ jjj^ Orders to attack any of the Doninioni oiSprnm^ 

we cannot upon that Aocoont find Fault with them; and 

amd if he had Orders fer making any fiich Attadc, bat has 

not ytt foond an Opportunity to carry them into EcecatU 

on, would it be prq>er, would it be prudent in as, to d^ 

fire fuch Inftru^ons to be laid before this Houfe } 

Lord Batbmr/I. 

My Lords, 

Lord Bgtburfi. The two noble young Lords who opened this Othafe^ 

fpoke with fuch Dignity, fuch Strength of Aig^ment, and 

fuch Propriety of Expreffion, that I bq;an to inugine my 

felf in an old RamoM, an Jtkeman, or Lmdemmtmm Senate 2 

and therefore I muft return Thanks to the noble Doko 

who 4>oke laft, for he has brought me back to a Briti/fk 

Honie of Peers. However, I hc^ he will czcufe mfl» if 

I do not entirely af^rove of the Arguments he has becft 

pleafed to make ufe of, for juftifying tbc Negatire, he i^fu 

he is to give to this Motion. 

I do not really know, my Lords, what the noble Dnke 
means by the Danger of difcovering the feaet Methods, 
which our Minifters have in their great Wifdom pmfcribed 
to Admiral HiUldock, for protecting our Trade and iecnring 
our FofieiBons in the Mediterranean. I camot comiprehend 
how there can be a Secret in any Method chat can be pie- 
fcribed for that Purpofe, nor can I fuggefl to mjVd hov 
the Spaniards could diilurb either our Trade or oor PlAit 
fions in that Part of the World, more than they hairedone^ 
fhould th^ be informed <^ every Method we haie pie* 
fcribed, or can prefcribe for preventii^ it* There is bnt . 
one Secret that I am afraid of the Enamy's gstcing hoU 
of, which is the Secret of procurii^ fiich inibi&aana x» mm 
Admirals as mull prevent their doing their Duty 10 dieur 
Country • and the beft Method tor kR{»ng thia Secret fiom 
the Enemy is, to let our Minifters fee, that the PurUantaC 
will, from time to time, make a fbrid Scrutiny iata their 
Conduidl) and for that Purpofe require and infift opos k^ 
ing the Orders and Inftrudions they give ta oor ComoKfld' 
en, either by Sea or Land. 

I ihall admit, my JLords, that in all Comitrica, theFeo* 
pic, when they are engiiged in War, cxped to hear of Bac^ 
ties and filoodfiied : As they pay heavy Taxts ibr fuppnt^ 
ing the War, and fu6cer many Inoonveniencies on Aooeant 
of it, they have a Right to that Expedation.; becanfe the 
nxire hotly it is purfued, the fboner it wili be at Bad* Thejft 
do not like to pay for ^/iA&^ExpediuQnsi^ nor bsUM^tmit 
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BBCttBpmefits } becattfe tliey know that fadi ivartike, tlk)*Aniioi4,Ceo.n« 

no wwTHDtuikmg Nfaafiircs, rtader tKem the Scorn of their ^ 1740. 

Baemies, md entail a petpetnal Bxpence upon them. The 

Pcof^ of dlis Coviatry uoLf, perhaps, feem more fond to 

liear of Siege^imd Battles in Time of War, than the People 

» any aeighbouiiiig Ooan^; but it is not becaufe thejr 

ate mlly 6>, hot becanfe they have as yet more Freedom to 

dedare their Sentiments. The People in all Countries have 

an equal Righjt, and are equally £aad, to hear of their Mo- 

ney^a being pM^ly apjAied; and if it is, they muft hear 

botli of Battles and Sieges^ let the Vi^ory be on what Side 

it will. 4Shall Oar Peo|4e be told, by Way of Excufe for 

owr ImME^oa, that the Eneniy will not tneet us in open Sea, 

and upon equal Terms ? My Lords, we knew this from th^ 

Begkming. We knew the Enemy neither would nor oonld 

dare to encotmter us at Sea ; and therefore, let the I^fHculty 

be never h greats we ought from the Beginning to have re^ 

iblved to attack them at Land ; for unlefs we do fo, the War 

wHi l>e €vetlalBng. They have no Trade : They caniioa 

'dierefere faffier by the Continuance of the War : On the 

isentruy, they will be Gainers 1 becaufe they Will alwaya 

be able to take more of oar Merchant^Ships than we can 

tak» of theks^ «%iecialfy if weaevo' think of attacking and 

baming their Slops in the Harbours. We muft therefore at* 

taek them at toM, if we ever expert to fee an honourable 

End of the War. This the People know, and this makes 

them lb cmeafy on Accoimt oi their not having yet heard of 

any foch Atta^ bmg attempted. 

The Complaints of die People are not tho-efore, my 
Lords, without Foundation ; and if they have any Founda-* 
tkm, the Fatitnce of our Minifler, under the Load of Re-* 
proach, which increafes daily, cannot be owing to any Self^ 
denial, ea* to his Regard for the puUic Good, but to a Con« 
fcioafne& diat his cSndn6t defervcis to be cenfured, and cer^^ 
taUtf would be cenfored, if it were to be ftriAly enquh«d 
kkto. I Iky, my Lords, our Mimfter s for when I talk olT 
Condnft, when I talk of Reproach, I muft fpeak in the fin^ 
gdsr Nnmber ; becaufe the whole Nation fuppofes we have 
a Me Condndor, and againft him alone th^ Reproaches of 
die wh^ Nation are directed. 

But Ibr Ooi*s^ Siifeey my Lords, what can the public 
Good hxfe t6 do with the not laying an Admiral's Inftruc* 
tiotts 1>efore this Hotrfe ? Their being laid before this Houfe, 
era fecret Committee of t^is Houfe» may often be of great 
Advantage, but never can be a Prejudice to the Public. The 
onty Fretence lor laying it may b^ cff Prejudice to the 
ffobHc, is fiiraiided vtpm a begging of the- Queftion. It is 
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r4.Geo.U.firft fuppofed, that nothing can be laid before this Houfe'ik 
}74o^ without being made public ; and from thence it is a]j;ued,> 
that therefore no Paper ought to be laid before this J^ufe, 
when the Contents are fach as ought not to be made Public. 
Has this Suppofition ever been granted ? Can it be granted 
by thofe who know any Thing of our Conftitution or Forms 
pf Proceeding ? When we appoint a (ecret Committe^i is ic 
m>t to be fuppofed, that the Secrets committed to their 
Charge will be as facredly kept> as thofe committed to hl» 
Majelly*s Cabinet Council ? Therefore the laying of any Pa^ 
pers before us, let them be of ever £> (ecret a Nature, can 
never be inconMent with the -public Good : It can never 
be inconiiitent with the Good even of a Minifter, unlefs his 
Good be inconfiitent with the Good of the Public ; and 
when thb happens to be the Cafe, I am fore, it is. not con^ 
£ilent with our Honour, nor with our Duty, to refufe to 
call for futh Papers as may difcover that InconMency. 

Having thus ihewn, my Lords, that the public Good cao-^ 
iK>t be in the lead Danger of fuifering by this Motion^s be* 
ing agreed to, aimoll every Argument the noble Duke wa» 
pleafed to make ufe of againfl it, muH fall to the Ground* 
One, indeed, I ihall grant, is not afiefted by what I have 
yet ihewn : His Grace was pleafed to obferve. Cut bom will 
you pail for thefe fnlirudtions ? For tho* from them it ihould 
appear^ that Admiral' Haddock Had no Orders to make any 
Attempt againil Spain, you could not on that Account find 
Fuult witii them, becaufe no Succefs could be expeded in, 
any iuch Attempt ; and as the fending that Squadron thither, 
has anfwered every other End, you can neither find Fault 
with hh Ccndu^ or Inllrudions. For fuppprting this Argu^ 
mcnt, his, Grace endeavoured to ihew, that we could neither 
burn the Ships in any of the Enemy's Harbours, nor make 
a Defcent upon their open Coafl ; and that their Squadron 
efcaped botii from Cadiz, and Ferrol by mere Accident. 

My Lords, thefe are Queftions that cannot come properly 
before us, till we have the Inilru^tions now moved for; 
but after we have thefe Inilrudions, we may then call for 
fuch Papers as will enable us to pafs a Judgment upon evtry 
one of thefe Quellions. In the mean Time I mull obferve, 
that if we judge from Experience, we muft fuppofe, it was 
very pradlicable to attack moll of the Harbours of Spain^ with 
fo much Succefs at leail, as to be able to bum every Ship 
in it ; and that it was (lilj more pradicable to make a De- 
fcent upcn their open Coafl, and thereby do them a deal 
of Mifchief. 

This I fay, my Lords, we mud fuppofe, if we judgf 
from Experience, becaufe we nevei* yet attacked any of the 
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Harbours of Spain, nor made a Defeent upon any Part of Anno T4.GeojP 

their Coaft, without doing thera great Mifchief ; and tho' 1740. 

by Overiight or Mifmanagement we i«kioai had all the. Suc- 

cefs we expeded, yet we never met with any great Lofs, 

but retired in Safety to our Ships, as foon as we found it 

necefTary, or perceived any Danger appubaching. In Queen 

ElisuAeth^ Time, when our Schemes were concerted with 

mare Wifdom, and conducted with more Vigour, than, I 

believe, they have ever been fince^ we a£lually took the 

Town of Cadix, and bornt, funk, or ■ took every Ship in 

their Harbour > in which Expedition there were bat 7000 

Men employed ; and I muft obferve, that we had then no^ 

flanding Army, the Troops employed being all new*raifed 

Men, without allowing them fo much as one Month tq , 

learn what is now called military Difcipline. Again, in 

Queen Jmte's .Time, the next Queen we had, and the next 

Time this Nation made a glorious Figure in Eur^pe^ we 

attacked the fame Place ; and tho' by many Pieces of Mif- 

management on our Side, which it would be eafy to fhewy 

we failed of Succefi with regard to the Gity and Harbour 

of Cadin itfelf, yet we did the Spaniards gpreat Damage, and 

our People got a great deal of Plunder, at Part Si, Mary^s i 

and the fame Fleet, in its Return, made the famous and 

fucoe^ful Attack upon Figo, where we took and deAroyed 

a great Number of Men of War and Galleons. 

i am reaUy furprized, my Lords, to hear it reprefente4 
as impoffible for us to burn the Ships in any of the Har*- 
hours of Sfaift, I have feen Plans of moft of their Har- 
bours : I have feen in particular feveral Pkns of the City 
and Harbour of CaJiz ; and according to them, according 
to itU Accounts I have had, it may, in fome Meafure, be 
catled aa open Harbour v- The Entrance at the Pmtahi 
which is the narroweft Part^ is above a Mile from Land to 
Land, ib that it is impoffible to fecure it by a Boom: They 
have no o^r Way to prevent our entering it, but by fink- 
ing Ships in th^ Channel i and this they wili never do, un- 
kf» they have certain Infornution of our Deiign, as they 
had in the late Queen's Time. They have, indeed, two 
QMfe» upon the No^th, and one upon the South Side of the 
Fttniah ; but Ex'perience has taught usy -whsA a vain Defence 
Gaftles are againll Ships of War, efpecially when they have 
ttOtkiDg <Q do but to pals by, and need not come within 
Half a Mile of the Ca&le ^ and .within the. Puntah there is 
a large open Bay without one CalMe to annoy the Ships that 
are in it; from^all whieh I mud fuppofe, that if Admiral 
Ifaddock had been properly provided, he might have burht 
•r taken afi the Ships in the Harbour of Cadac, which 
' 174U- • 4D * would 
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Annoi4.Gco.II. would havc dlc£lually prevented thdr Squadron daultng to 
1740. Ferroi or the Weft- Indies, Then as to the Harbours of Ferrol 
and Vigo^ the only two I can at prefent thuik of» that are^ 
QP may be defended by Booms, oar fuccefsful Attack upon 
P'igo, in the late Queen's Time, (hews how vain this Defimce 
IS againft the Ro) al Navy of England^ when our Admirals 
are fumifhed with proper Inftrudions. 

With regard to our making Invaiions or Defcent^ upon 
the open Coaft of Spaifi, the noble Duke was pleaied to talk 
of the Militia of Sp^in^ and to compare them with the 
Militia of this Kingdom. My Lords, they have no fuch 
Thing as Militia in Spain ; and their People have been fo 
long difufed to Arms, and fo long cowed and terrified by 
jflanding Armies, that they dare not look an Enemy in the 
Face. Thank God ! this is not as yet the Cafe with the 
People of this Kingdom, tho* I do not know how foon it 
may be {Oy if we continue to negle£k our Militia as much, 
and keep up fuch numerous ftanding Annies, as we havc 
done of late Years, 

But, my Lords, there is another very material Difference 
between our making an Invaiion upon Spain, and their 
making an Invaiion upon us: As we are fuperior at Sea, 
the Troops we land upon them may fecure themfelves by 
retiring to their Ships, and reimbarking, as foon as a fuperior 
Force, either of regular Forces or Militia, cotnes againft 
them ; but if they ihould land any Troops in this iSand, 
or Ireland, they muft either conquer the Kingdom, or die ; 
for they will foon have no Ships to retire to ; and the Pate 
of the Spanijb Troops that landed, or were forced afhore, in 
Ireland, after the Defeat of their invincible Armad§, as they 
called it, will for ever prevent any Spani/h Troops being fond 
joi landing in our Dominions $ for tho* the putting of thofe 
poor Men all to the Sword, was a Precedent I fhall not re- 
commend ; yet it will fhew to all Foreigners, that nnlefs 
they can conquer us, it is extremely dangerous to land 
amongll us : As they can have no Retreat, whilft we are 
Mafteis at Sea, their Lives mufl depend upon the Lenity of 
our Government. 

The noble Duke obferved very juflly, that nodiing can 
make us ad with more Vigour than we are Mafters of ; that 
if we ad wkh Vigour in one Place, we rnufl abate of, our 
Vigour in every other; and that therefore, it was the 
Height of Wifdom in us, to refolve to ad upon the Defen- 
five in Europe, in order to ad with the more Vigour upon 
the Offenfive in the fVeft-Indies, My Lords, I fhall allow, 
that thefe two Premifes are right, but in order to make the 
Conc)u£on proper and jud^ there fhould have been another, 

which 
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whick is this^ that the Sqaadrons and Arlnies we are to Anno 14.0^0. 1 1, 
keep up for our Defence, can never be employed for ading 1740. 
upon the Offenfive in Europe ; and this I can . by no means " " 
grant. If we had fent a Body of 8 or 10,000 of that Army 
which is thought neceffary for our Defence at home, to in- 
feft and make Inroads upon the Coafts of Spain, and to aififl 
in burning the Ships in their Harbours, as it would have 
been, neverthelefs, upon a Fortnight's Call, ready to be 
tranfported to any fart of the Ifhnd where there was at 
mofl Occafion for it, it would have ferved for our Defence 
home equally as well, nay, better than byl)eing encamped 
at Hounjlofw, or any other Heath in the Kingdom. U Ad- 
miral Haddock* s Squadron had been employed in making De- 
A:ents upon the Coafts of Spain in tht Mediterranean or about 
Cadi%y and burning the Ships in thofe Harbours, would our 
Pofleifions of Gibraltar or Portmabon have been lefs fecure, 
than by his remaining idle and inactive in thofe Seas f If 
our Spithead Squadron had been fent out to burn the Spanijh 
Privateers at St. Sebafiian\ or their Squadrons at Ferrol, or 
St. Anderoy ftiould not' we have been fully as fecure againft 
an Invaiion, as we were by their lying idle at Spithead or 
Fert/moutb ? Out JnSL&ion in Europe is not therefore owing 
to thofe who oppofed our keeping up unnecefTary, expenfive, 
oppreifive, and dangerous Armies in Time of Peace, but to 
thofe who do not know how to make the proper Uie, either 
of Armies or Squalions, in Time of War. 

r muft therefore conclude, my Lords* that if Admiral 
Haddock has had. no Inftrudtions to ad in an offenfive Man- 
ner againft the Spaniards in Europe, or if he has been tied 
up by. his Inflrudions not to make any Attempt againft 
them at Land, which I believe to have been the Cafe, 
thofe who gave him fuch defe6tive, or fuch retraining In < 
fhn^ons, ought to be cenfured, if not punifiied ; and, con- 
(equently, that we ought for this Purpofe to have his In- 
fbudions laid before us. But fuppofe it could be faid, that 
we could find DO Fault with his not having had Iiiflrudlions 
to aft upon the Offensive : Suppofe we could find no Fault 
with his having had nothing in Charge, but that of proteO- 
ing our Trade and Pofreffions in that part of the World, and 
preventing the Spaniards from fending Supplies or Reinforci?%, 
roents to their Settlements in America : Can it be faid, that 
thefe Services have been punctually and faithfully perform- 
ed ? Our PofTeifions in the Mediterranean, my Lords, pro- 
teft themfelves, and cannot be taken from us, but by Trea- 
chery, whilfl we are fuperior at Sea ; but our Trade, even 
in the Mediterranean, has fuifered a great deal more than 
could have been expeded from fuch an indolent, and fuch 
1740. 4D2 an 
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A11no14.Geo.II. an impotent Enemy : It could not haVefafTered fo much* 
i74o« if Admiral Haddock had been either properly provided, or 
properly inftroded for its Defence; for, confidering his 
Character, I cannot impute it to his Imprudence or Neg- 
ledt. And as to the Enemy's (ending Supplies and Reinforce- 
ments to the Wefl-Indies^ they feem to have had a Permiffion 
to do fo : If their Squadron had efcaped from Cadt% or Fer- 
roly immediately after a Storm, which had drove our Sq^ua- 
drons and Cruifers into Port 5 or in thp Depth of Winter, 
when it was not fafe for our Squadrons or Cruifers to be in 
the open Seas, there might have been fome Excufe for its 
efcaping, but neither of thefe was the Cafe : The Spanijb 
Squadron failed from Cadiz, about the End of March ^ when 
there had been no remarkable Storm at Sea for fbme Time 
before ; but Admiral Haddock had been font upon a wild-gooie 
Chace up the Mediterranean ^ and a Squadron left >at Gi- 
braltary without any Orders, it feems, to keep an Eye to- 
wards Cajiix,, And this very Squadron failed again from . 
Ferrol about the End of Jidy^ without our having fo much 
as attempted to attack them in that Port, without our having 
any Squadron to intercept them or follow them, as foon as 
they failed out of Port, and without our having a fufEcient 
Squadron to way-lay them in the American Seas. 

Surely, my Lords, there muft be fome Negledl, or fome 
Overfight, if not woife, in this Management. To tell us, 
by Way of Excufe, that Admiral Haddock failed up the Mi- 
diterranean to protect Minorca^ or that an Accident happened 
with regard to any Orders fent to him : This is the very 
Thing complained of: It is the very Thing we ought to en- 
quire into ; becaufe if he had been properly inilruAed, he 
would not have failed up the Mediterranean with his Squa« 
dron: He would have fent only four or five Ships there for 
protediing Minorca \ and if he had been nt firii properly in- 
ilru6led, there would have been no Occaiion for frefli Or- 
ders, and, confequendy, no Accident could have happened 
with regard to them. 

\i to fave the public Money, fufficient Armies had not 
been raifed, or a fu£icient Number of Ships had not been 
put in Commiffion, there would have been fome Excufe. 
But the Nation has been put to the Expence of raifmg and 
maintaining Armies fufficient for any Expedition we could 
reafonably undertake, and of fitting out Squadrons more than 
fufHcient for all the Purpofes we had Occafion for. We have 
fpared no Expence in warlike Preparations : Like a true 
Poltron, we prepared a long Sword, but have been fo care- 
ful of our Defence at Home, that we have never once dared 
to make a bold and vigorous Pufh ^gainfl the Enemy, either 
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in Europe or America. Even the Armament now fent, I fup- ^nno 14.Geo.lI. 

pofe, to the Weft- Indies , I can expert no great Succefs from, i74<>' 

coniidering the Time and the Opportunities the Enemy have ' 

hiad to prepare for their Defence, the Troops we have em- 

j^oyed upon that Expedition, and feveral other bad Omens, 

which have been obferved ahnoil by every Man in the 

Kingdom. 

1 mention this, my Lords, becaufe I think no Part of oar 
late Condudl foreign to the prefent Debate. Every Error in 
our late Condud is a corroborating Circumilance for prevail- 
ing with us to agree to this Motion : It is an Argument for 
our beginning to exert oarfelves in our high Capacity of he- 
reditary great Council of the Crown, and confequently it is 
an Argument for our calling for every Paper neceflkry for 
our Information. Our beginning the War by the Method of 
Heprifals was, for the fame Reafon, moft properly intro* 
duced by the noble Lord who made you this Motion. We 
had then, we have had fubiifting for almoil this twenty 
Years, a moil jufl Reafon for declaring War againfl Spain. 
The Pretenfions in Difpute between us are fach, on our Side, 
as tannot be allowed to lie dormant : We muft navigate in 
the American Seas ; we mufl cut Logwood in the Bay of 
Campeachey ; we muft gather Salt in the Ifland of Tortugas: 
It does not indeed fignify much, whether the Spaniards ex- 
prefsly give thefe Rights up by Treaty, becaufe we find 
they have no Regard to Treaties ; but as foon as they be- 
gan to interrupt us, we ought to have declared War ; and 
fince they are not,^ we find, to be bound by Treaty^ we oughl 
now to take or irififl .upon a real Security. 

The Danger of Sfiainh being alfifted by any Neighbour-* 
ing Power, or the Danger of our being involv'd in a War 
with Spain, when our Rivals in Trade were at Liberty to 
purfue their Trade without Interruption, was fb far from 
being a Reafon for our continuing our tedious Negotia- 
tion^ that it oughi to have made us negled no Oppor* 
tnnity of putting an End to them by a Declaration of War, 
when we found ourfelves in fuch Circumilanccs, as not to 
be expofed to thefe Dangers. By the Behaviour of the Spa* 
niards fbon after the Treaty in 172 1, we might have fore- 
feen, that it would be at lafl abfolutely nece^ary for us to 
beat them into good Manners ; and can^ it be faid, that 
fmce that Time we have had no Opportunity of attacking 
Sfain^ when we knew, that np nei^bouring Power coold 
affifl her ; or when we knew, that our chief Rival in Trade ' 
could not purfue her Trade without Interruption? My 
Lords, we let flip feveral excellent Opportunities for do- 
ing ourfelves Juflice a^ainft Spain, and by that Means we 

were 
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Anno 14. Geo.II* were forced by a fatal Neceflity^ to have Recourfe to Arms 
1740. ?at the moft inconvenient Time we could chufc for that 
^' w' ' ^ Purpofe ; and what was ftill worfe, when we found our- 
felves reduced to this fatal Necellityy inftead of beginning 
the War with Vigdar, and obtaining fome ilgnal Advantage 
over the £neuiy> before they could pitpare for their De- 
fence, and before any neighbouring Power could give them 
Alfi&ancey we bfeg^n it in a Method from which we could 
not fo much a$ hope for any Advantage, a Method which 
could ferve for nothing but giving the Enemy timely Notice 
to prepare for their Defence, and their Friends timely I^- 
tice to prepare for their Afliftance. 

If fuch Management does not make your Lordihips think, 
that it is now high Time for you to interpofe with your Ad- 
^ vice to your Sovereign, and for that Purpofe, to call for ail 

Papers necefTary for your Information, I am afraid, no Sort 
of Management ever will ; and, therefore, I fhall con- 
clude with this melancholy Obfervation, That, if this Motion 
is not agreed to, it will, I am afraid, be too generally 
thought, that the King can never exped any Benefit from 
your Advice, the Nation can never expeft any Relief from 
your Enquiry. You may hereafter give Advice, but that 
Advice will, without Doors, be fuppoied to be fuch as ia 
prefcribed by the Miniiler : You may hereafter enquire, 
but that Enquiry will be fuppofed to be fuch as is di- 
rected by the Minifter : This is what I dread ; and therc<- 
fore, to prevent, as far as I can, an Opinion fo unworthy 
of this Houfe, from gaining any Ground without Doors, I 
fhall mod heartily concur in this Motion. 
The Earl of Cholmondeley, 
My Lords, 
Earl of Cboi' The chief Queftion in this Debate, as it mufl be in all 
monje/ey. Debates of the fame Nature, is. Whether it would be pro- 

per, in the Heat of a War, to lay before this Houfe, or 
even a fecret Committee appointed by this Houfe, all the 
Secrets that relate to the Condu6t of the War ; and this 
Queftion muft, I think, be determined in the Negative, if 
.we have any Regard to the Example of all the great Princes, 
. Generals, or Miniflers, that ever were in this or any other 
Country. I am not td impeach or doubt of the Fidelity or 
Secrecy of any Lord, or of any Number of Lords of this 
Houfe ; but 1 may fay, it has always been lookM on, as an 
cftablifli'd Maxim, ihat the fewer a Secret of Importance 
/ is communicated to, the fafer it will be kept. An Affair 

of this Kind may, perhaps, be asfafely committed to a fe- 
cret Committee of this Houfe, as to his Majefty's Cabinet 
Council ; but how are we fure, that Admiral Baddock'% In- 
ftrudions have been communicated to his Majefly's Cabinet- 

I Council? 
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Coancii ? From what happened i^ a latb Debate, we are, fA1iA014.Geo.lf, 

think, to prefame they have not ; for two noble Lords, 1740. 

who were both of his Majefty^s Cabinet Council, then de> 

dared, they had not feen Admiral Vemm\ Inflru6Uons ; and 

his Majefty may, I. think, very probably, becaufe very 

wifely, have refolved to keep Mr. Haddock*^ Infhradions as 

private as he did Mr. Fermu'^, We are not to fuppofe, 

that his Majedy^s having taken fi\ch a Refolation, proceeded 

from any Diffidence in either of the(e two noble Lords, bat 

from a Maxim laid down- by all wife Princes, that an Afiair 

which is def^gned to be kept as a Secret, ought not unnecef- 

fartly to be communicated to any one Perfon whatfoever. 

The noble Lord faid, he could not fuggeft to himfelf any 
Secret that could be contained in Admiral Haddock's InHnic- 
tions, relating to the protedling of our Trade or PoflefGons 
in the MediUrranean. My Lords, I think, it is very eafy 
to fuggeil feveral fach Secrets: We may fuggefl to our- 
felves, nay, I think, it is highly reafonable to fuppofe, he 
has Diredions how to apply for getting fecret Intelligence 
of all the Schemes and Defigns formed by the Enemy, Ibr 
annoying either our Trade or Pofleffions in that Part of the 
World. Thefe DiredUons may contain the Names of the 
Perfons he is to apply to, and the Methods by which he is to 
carry on a Correipondence with them ; and. if he has any 
fuch Directions, I am fure, it would be very imprudent in 
us to do. any Thing that might poi&bly occafion a Difcovery. 

Suppofe, tSLy Lords, we ihould appoint a fecret Com- 
mittee; if that Committee ihould confift.of fuch Lords, as 
are known Friends to the Adminiftration, their Report would 
give no Satisfadion to thofe that complain of our Condudl, 
nor would it any Way tend to remove the Sufpicions that are 
faid to be withota: Doors ; and if that Committee ihouid 
con£il of fuch as are fuppofed to be no Friends to the Ad- 
xsiniilration, I fhall be idx &om faying, that any of them 
would, out of. Hatred or Envy to our MiniHers, difcover 
the Secrets of our Government to the Enemy ; but if thofe 
Secrets (hould afterwards be found to have been difcovered, 
it would bring them under a very great Sufpicion. 

Beiides this, my Lords^ we ihould confider, that whatever 
we do in fuch a Cafe, w;ould be a Precedent, which the o- 
thcr Houfe would certainly follow : They would likewifc 
appoint a fecret Committee, and in Imitation of ours, that 
Committee would probably confiil of thofe that were known 
to be the greateft Enemies to. the Adminiilration : They 
would infift upon all thofe Papers being laid before thiir 
Committee, that had been laid before the Committee of this 
Hottfe. His Majefty would be obliged to comply with 
their Requeft s and this might be of tke mofl dangerous 

Confequence 
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AuDo i4.0eoJI. Conieqaence in out prefent Circamftances. We may an- 
1740* ^wer for the Members of our own Hoofe ; we may aiTare 
ourielves, that none of them would give fach Scope to 
their Refentment, as, out of Enry or Hatred to our Minn 
ften, to betray the Secrets of our Govenmient ; but I am 
iure, I (hall not, I do not believe any of your Lordihips will, 
anfwer for all the Members of the other Houfe. The PaiTions 
of ibme Men are (o violent, that the Safety, Snccefs, or Pro- 
^rity of their Country is but a (lender Barrier, when 
they have an Opportunity of fatisfying their Refentment 
or, Revenge, by breaking through that Barrier. There- 
fore, however fafely the Secrets of the Government may 
be committed to a few Members of this Houfe, I (hall be 
againft our making a Precedent for the other Houfe*s infill* 
ing upon the fame Confidence, unlefs I hear better Reafons 
than have as yet been urged in Favour of this Motion. 

My Lords, it is much eafier to criticize and find fault 
with a good Poem, than to write as good a one ; fo, I 
believe, it is much eafier to find fault with the Condud of 
the prefent War, than to condudl it in as cautious, wife, 
andfuccefsfula Manner as it has been. We have not, 'tis 
true, as yet made any Conquefb upon the Enemy ; but the 
Reafon afiigned is, I think, a good Reaion : We were, ac- 
cording to all the Rules of Prudence^ obliged to provide 
for our Defence at Home, before we coold think of attack- 
ing the Enemy Abroad > and our having carefully done fo, is 
the Reafon, that we now only hear of the War : If we had 
done otherwife, we (hoold, probably before now, have fecn 
and felt it : If we had not kept a good Army in continual 
Readinefs at Home ; if we had not kept a good Squadron 
in continual Readinefs in the Channel, we ihould, perhaps 
before now, have had a more potent Enemy to deal with ; 
and, inftead of debating here about Matters which I cannot 
think of any great Moment, we fhould have been in the 
Field fighting for our Liberties, our Properties, our Reh- 
gton, and every Thing that is dear to Mankind ; fi:>r if by 
the Neglefi or Imprudence of our Miniilers, a foreign 
Army had been landed amongft us, I am convinced, every 
Lay- Lord in this Houfe would willingly have, taken up Arms 
in i)efence of Ivis King and Country : Nay, I believe, fome 
of the Reverend Bench would have followed the .Example of 
their PredecefTors, when they found, that their Religion was 
on longer to be defended by the Pen, but by the Sword. 
We know, my Lords, the Enemy cannot fupport the 
Charge of their Government, much lefs the Charge of the 
War, without a frequent Intercourfe with their Settlements 
in America : If we can prevent that Intercourfe, or frequent- 
ly intercept their Returns horn thence, they will fooa be 

^ ibrced 
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Power to make War. I cannot thercforfe be of Opinion, that i740' 

we ought to be raflt in inaking either our Soldiers or our Ships 

run their Heads againft Stone- Walls j efpecially in £u>ope, 

where it wouM be ridiculous in us to think of keeping Pof- 

feffion of any Town or Harbour, after we have taken it. Bat 

if our attacking S/^n in Europe had been abfolutfely neceffary, 

or if it had been the mod proper and certain Way of puiting 

An End to the War,- it would have been Madnefs in us to 

have expofed ourfelves to the Danger of being invaded at 

home, for the Sake of burning a few Ships, or plundering a 

few' Country Villages in Spain y efpecially confidering what a 

Combuftion would hare been raifed amongft us -by the land-^ 

ing of a few regular Troops ; for they would certainly have 

been joined by all the Difaffefled, wbofe Numbers are not; 

I believe, fo defpicable as fome People reprefent. This I 

fay, I believe ; and I believe it, becaufe it is now become a 

common Pra6Hce for People to cloak their DifafFdClion under 

the (pecious Pretence of being difcontented with the Gon- 

duft of our -public Aflfairs f but if they faW a fair Opportunity, 

they would throw off all Difgaife, and the Motives of their 

Oppofition to our Adminillratian would then appear in their 

true Colours. 

I muft therefore be of Opinion, my Lords, that if Admi- 
ral Haddock*^ Inftru^ltons were laid before us, and it jhould 
fmm thence appear,- he had no Orders to attempt any thing 
againft Spain by Land, we could not upon that Account make 
any Objeftion to them. And if his Orders w<?re only to pro- 
teft our Trade and Poffeffions in the Medli^rranean, and pre- 
sent, as much as poflible, the Enemy's fending any Supplies 
to their Settlements in America^ or receiving any from thence, 
I think there has been no fuch Mifcondu^ in either of thefe 
Particulars, as ihould prevail with your Lordfhips to make an 
Enquiry into it, at the Riikof preventing all future Succels 
in that Part of the World, by a Difcovery ofthofe Schemes 
that may have been concerted, and communicated to that 
Admiral for obtaining it. Some of our Merchant-Ships have, 
*tis true, been taken, even in the Mediterranean , but this it 
is impolTible to prevent, whilft they venture ^o fail without 
Convoy I and this they will do fo long as there is an Infurance- 
Office in England 5 for tho' fuch Offices be a great Convenience 
to Trade, yet, I am convinced, it is the Occafion of many 
more of our Ships being taken than otherwife would, becaule' 
it encourages our Merchant-Ships to fail without Convoy ; and 
as it is impoflible to clear the Seas entirely of Privateers, 
if you had twenty times the Number of Cruifcrs you have 
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Ann0T4.Cco.lI. now at Sea» fomeof thofe Merchant-Ships that do venture 
1740- to fail without Convoy, mufl ncccflarily be taken. 

With regard, my Lords, to the Eicape of the Sfanljh 
Squadron from CaJiz, if I have been rightly informed, it was 
entirely owing to an accidental MiJUake as to the Orders that 
were fent to our Admirals ; and that fuch a Thing /houid 
happen, I am not at all furprized ; for our Sea-Commanden 
are bound to follow their Orders (b firifUy and fo literaDy, 
that it is extremely dangerous to depart from them in the 
lead Article, even when they fee, that by by fo doing, they 
may do fome fingular Piece of Service to their Country. A 
famous Hiftorian has told us, that Sir George Rook reprimand- 
ed one of our Captains very feverely for departing from his 
Orders, tho* by fo doing he, in a manner, faved the Fleet of 
England^ then under the Command of that Admiral. This 
makes it impoflible to give fuch Orders or Inflru6bons at 
firfl, as to require no new Explanation, when Circumfbuices 
alter, or freih Advices arrive ; and tho* Gibraltar nay per* 
hapa be fecnre, without having a fuperior Squadron always at 
hand, yet no one will fay, that Minorca is fo. That liland 
lies open to an Attack, and if an Army fliould be once landed 
upon any Part of the Ifland, a Squadron could not then pre- 
vent Portmahon^ and, confequently, the Ifland^s being taken 
from us. We mufl therefore, prevent its being poffible to 
land an Army on the Ifland ; and four or five Ships would 
not have been . fufficient for this Purpofe, becaofe they could 
not fpread fo as to prevent the Enemy's flealing by them in 
the Night-time, fieiides, we were not abfolutely fecure a- 
gainfl a neighbouring Power's takii^ Part with Spain ; and 
their Squadron might have £iiled out, and might have con- 
voyed the Spanijh Fleet to Minorca^ before our Squadron at 
Gibraltar^ or before Cadixy could prevent it. 

The Efcape of the Sfanijh Squadron from Cadiz wzs not, 
therefore, owing to Negle^ or Mifcondufl, but to an Acci- 
dent which no human Power cobld prevent f and its Safety at 
Ferroly as well. as its Efcape from thence, was, I believe, 
owing to another Accident of the fame Nature. Nay, this 
I am fo fully convinced of, that I am furprized to hear oar 
ConduA in that Particular found Fault with, by any one who 
conflders how long Sir John Norrij, with a powerful Squa- 
dron, (which was certainly defigned for fomething ) was de- 
tained in the Channel by contrary Winds. 

For thefc Reafons, my Lords, I cannot fee fo much as the 
Appearance of any Mifcondudk ; and without fome fuch Ap- 
pearance, I can fee no Reafon for your enquiring into the 
lateCondufl oi'our public A£Fairs, and, confequently, no R«» 
fon for your calling for the Papers^now moved for. 
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The Dukct>f ^rj»jrjSf. A11no14.Gco.li. 

'-* My Lords, 1740. 

Whatever may be the Qgeftion in thjs Debate, it is evident, * — -v~-^ 
from the Opppfition made to this Motion, and a great many ^**^^ ^ ^^^U. 
others of the fame Nature, that there is now a much greater 
Confidence placed in Minifters than formerly. We f'eem now 
to form our Opinions of the Condudl of public Affairs by a 
fort of Faith, and not from Examination or Convi^ion:: 
Nay, we £sem refolved never to examine into the Conduct ^ 
any public Affair, let the Appearances of Mifcondud be ever 
fo glarings and if PoUerity fhould put as much -Faith in the 
Wifdom andljprightnefs of Miniflers, as we in this Age feem 
to do ; if our SucceiTors here fhould allow themfelves to be 
governed by the Maxims now laid down for our Condud 
in this Houie, I am fure, there will be an End of all public 
Enquiries, and confequently of all Parliamentary Cenfures or 
Punifhments ^ unlefs, when the Minifler gives us Leave, or 
perhaps Dife6iions, to enquire into the Condud of fome un- 
locky Wretch, who has happened to outlive the Royal or the 
Minifterial Favour. 

How we in this Age come to have fo much political Faith, 
for I do not think we have improved much in our religious, • 
I fhall not pretend to account for ; but with regard to this 
Sort of FaitJi, I am afraid, my Lords, left, in a fhort Time, 
we adopt the ancient, religious Maxim, Credo quia impojphile 
ifi ; I believe the Minifler to be wife and upright, becaufe it 
is impoifible he fhould be fo 9 which may be the Cafe ; for 
when the Affairs of a rich, powerful, and flouriihing Nation 
have, in a fhort Trad of Years, been brought into the ut- 
moil Confufion, its Revenues wafted or anticipated, its Trade 
diminiOied and opprefTed, its Peofile rendered uneafy and dif- 
contented, its Allies deferted, and its Honour infulted, and 
all this without any fignal Misfortune or vifible Caufe, it is 
hardly poflible its Minifter fhould be wife and upright ; and 
yet a Gentleman far gone in our modern political Faith may 
affign thefe very Effedts, as Arguments for his believing the 
Minifter^s Councils to have been prudent and upright. 

I confefs, issf Lords, it is vety hard to account for this 
moft extraordinary Sort of Faith ; but thank God ! what- 
ever it may do within, it does not as yet prevail much with- 
out Doors, and its having of late Years prevailed fo much 
within, may perhaps proceed from our having been fo long 
without making a ftrid Enquiry into the Condud of any Mi» 
Jiifter ; fot a Chief or a Prime Minifter fbnds in fo elevated a 
•Station, that many are daza^led with the Luftre of his Cha^ 
rader ; but when he is once brought to the Bar of this Houfc, 
Xhat Lufbt generally appears to be nothing biitTinfel^ and 
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Anfi0r4.Ce0.II.the Stuff and Ground-work then appears ta be black an^ 
1740. horrid. This, I fay, my Lords, is generally, the Cafe, when 
A Minifter'a Condud is fairly brought under the Examina- 
tion of this Houfe ; but this can nei'er happen in time to 
come, if the only Argument made ufe of againfl this Motion 
'be Allowed to have any Weight. It is very certain, we can 
never pretend to examine the Conduct of any public Afeir, 
without feeing and examining all the public Papers relating noit 
only to tiiat A£iir, but to every other public Afair that has any 
Conne£lion with it; and if it fhould be received as a Maxim for 
our Cohdudl in this Houfe, that we mull never call for any Pa- 
pers, when the MiniHer or his Friends ihfmuate, that they con- 
tain important Secrets of State a Difcovery whereof would be 
bl infinite Prejudice to the Public, it is equally cerfain, that t&e 
'Minilicr will always make ufe of thisPi^tence, when he is con. 
fcious, that his Conduct has been fuch as cannot bear the 
Light. The Confequence is, that we mull never enquire, 
but when the Miniiler has a Mind we fhould ; and the Coiii* 
iequence of this again is, that we muftbe the fanheil from en- 
quiring, when thfere is the greatcfl Occafjon for an Enquiry ; 
when, perhaps, the very Being of the Nation depends upoii 
a iin6!t and impartial Parliamentary Enquiry. 

I ihall grant my Lords, that an important Secret will al- 
ways be the more {afely kept, the fewer it is communicatad 
to ; and I ihall like wife grant, that oar calling lor Papers of 
tmy Kind might, probably, give Occaiion to the other Hoofers 
calling for the fame ; Nay, 1 fhall grant £u-ther, that if any 
"of thofe Papers contained important Secrets of State, fodi 
Secrets might thereby come to be difcovqred ; but, I hope, it 
will not be faid, that they would certainly be diicoveredi, 
and I am' very far from thmking there would be any great 
Panger of fuch a Difcovery. However, let the Danger of 
a Difcovery be never fo great, does not every one fee» that 
this Cafe, like moil other Cafes in Politics, is attended witik 
Inconveniencies of both Sides, and we muft, as in all oth^ 
Cafes of the fame Nature, chufe that Side where ^ tbe In<;on- 
Veiiiencies are the leafl or the fewefi. To fay, that this 
Houfe muil never call for any Pipers, which may poffibly 
contain Secrets of State, and confequently mull nearer enquire 
into the Condad of any public Af&ir, would be adire^ban^ 
an inamediate Overthrow -of our hippy Conftitution : On the 
Other hand, to fay, that this Houfe may call for all V^spcn 
tieceiTary for our Information, even tho* they be fuch as may 
contain Secrets of State, is attended with this Inconvenience, 
Vhat the Secrets of our Government owy thereby, peiadven'^ 
ture, be fometimes difcovered. Does not every one of yoor 
^ordfhips fee the Difierence between the JnconvenieBcles 
*- . • ' * attending 
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attending jd^ two' Maxims i Bf the fdmwr, we fabje£loQr*Anbo i4.0eo4I. 

Tdves to a certain Eyil, and one of the greatefi Evils that >74o* 

can befall us .: By the latter we fubje^l ourselves only to a 

Danger, and that Danger is fiKh a one as may, from former 

Experience, be ja&ly called chimerical ; becaufe, tho* thif 

|yf axim has ob.tained from the very Beginning of our ConiU^ 

titcioi^ till within thefe lail twenty Years, and tho* in Pur* 

jiiance of this Maxim many Papers of State have been called 

ht^ and laici before this or the other Houfe of Parliament, 

iome of which mufl be fuppofed to have contained Secrets of 

the ulmoft Importance, yet no Secret of State was evei^ 

thereby difcovered ; at ^leaft it does npt appear* (b far as I 

cas recoli^di, that ever the Nation foffered by any fuch Dif- 

covery. Can it therefore admit of a Doubt, which of thei« 

14 aximi? ought to be ^flabliflwd I And if the latter is to tako 

Place in all' our Deliberations, I hope I ihall hear no mote 

cf the Secrets that may poffibly be diicovered by our calling 

£3r Papers, which we think neceffary for our Information, 

in order to nutUe us to enquire into the kte Conduct of our 

public Affairs. 

Yonr Lordfliips, I hope, will i^ow fee the Queftion that 
IS really be&re you. It is not, whether it would be proper 
to lay before a feled Committee of this Houfe, all the Ser 
Cfcts that idate to tlw Cpndud of the War; but whether 
yoa OHgfat in this Seffion of Parliament to enter upon vm 
£nquiry into the Conduct of the War s and when I coniider 
the HoDQUr and Sincerity of thofe Lords that have declared 
. their Readinefs to enter into ftt€h<£nquiry, together with the 
Weif^t they fo d^cryedly bear in thb Houie, I cannot 
fuppofe, that fuch a Queftion will admit of any Difpnte. 
Bat left a Scruple ^uld renfiain with any noble Lord, whe- 
ther or no wo ought liow to enter upon fuch an Enqjiiry, 
I fhall beg Leave to ftale the ufual Caufes of an Enquiry, 
and the Intentions with which it ought to be undertaken 
and proceeded on. With regard to the Caufes, my Lordly 
we muft carefully diftinguiih between an Enquiry, and a 
direft Impeachment or Aecofation ; for tho- Impeadmients 

EeraJly come from the other Hbnfe^ yet your Lordfhips all 
»w, that any one of you has a- Right to rife up in his 
•l^laoe and impeach any h&n concerned in the Adnuniftm^ 
tio»', or SLvy Lord in this Houfe^ of HighTreafon, or high 
Cnimes andMifdemeaflDis ; bat fuch am Accnfation mu& sdf 
ways be founded i^on fome pactioilar :Fa6b then fet fbrth^ 
ami Proof offisred to be produced. This, I (ay, my Lords^ 
is the Cafe, with regard to a dired Impeachment or Ac* 
cu&tion i but then with regard to an Enquiry, it it always 
founded upon general Murmurs, general SurmiiiBa^ or the 
' " . • ^ • ». . general 
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.A»ioT4'Oeo4I* general Appearance of Things. When the People m gene- 
'74 0^ ^ ral murmur againft the Meafares of an Adminzifarationy or 
when the Af&irs of the Nation feem, wichout any viilble 
Caufe, to be in a bad Situation, or when any particular 
Affair feems to hare been mifcondu&ed or negleded, there 
U in every one of thefe Cafes a fafficient Caufe for a parlia* 
xnentary Enquiry into the Condu6t of our MiniHers i and 
confequendy* when thefe three concur, I will affirm, that 
whilil we fit here, we are deficient in our Daty to our 
Country^ our Sovereign, and oarfelves. if we do not en* 

![uire ftri£Uy and impartially into the Condud of oar piri»- 
ic Affairs. 

That this is the Cafe at prefent, muft, I think, be grants 
ed by every Lorxl who knows any thing of the Temper of 
the People without doors^ of the prefent melancholy State 
of Affairs both abroad and at home, c^ of what we might 
and ought to have done in the War we are now engs^ed in. 
The People, my Lords, have long murmured agaioft the 
Meafiires of the Adminiilration : They murmured againff their 
Meafures in Time of Peace ; they now, with equal Reaibn, 
murmur againft their Meafures in Time of War ; and as to 
the State of our Affkirs both at home and abroad^ I will 
venture to fay, they were never in fuch an unlucky or dan* 
gerous Situation ; for which I ihall grant there may be fe* 
veral Caufes afiigned, but they are all fach as have derived 
their Origin from the late weak Councils of this Nation* 
Then with refpedl to the War^ it has, I think, been mif* 
conducted or negleded in every Pan of the World, and 
particularly in that Part which the Papers now called for re« 
late to. 

It is furpriztng, my Lords, to confider, that this Nation 
has been pat to the Expence of maintaining a powerful Squa- 
dron in the MedUerranean for two Years and a half, wkh* 
out attempting any thing aeainft the Enemy. This Squa- 
dron, I know, was at iirft mX out upon that ridiculous Pre- 
tence of giving Weight to our Negotiations ; and accor- 
dingly when the Convention was concluded, there were Or* 
ders fent for its returning home ; but when our Miniffers faw 
the Reception then: Convention met with from the Nation 
in general, they thought it neceflary for their own Safety to 
countermand thofe Orders ; yet ffill oar Squadron was to lie 
there as an ufeleis Burden upon this Nation, and a harmlefi 
Neighbour to Sfain ; and thus it continued even after our 
Declaration of War ; for, except the taking of two or three 
Ships, and a iew Barks, that Squadron has done no manner 
of Hurt to the Enemy^ nor fo m.uch as attempted to do them 
«ay BiaA&er of Hurt. . 
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This furprizmg Inadivity, my Lords, cannot be iiripiiied'AMioi4;.Geo. II*. 
to the Gendeman who commands that Squadron. From the ^ 21^^ 
known Charader of Admiral Haddock we mail fuppofe, not 
only that he had no Orders to make any Attempt againft the 
Enemy at Land, but that he had exprefs Orders to the con- 
trary ; for tho* he was not provided with a proper Force for 
a£iing oflenfively, yet he might have done fomething with 
his Ships and Seamen alone, and without any Land-Force. 
Had he, indeed, been provided with but 1500 Land-For- 
ces, he might have landed and laid wafle many Parts of 
the open Country, and would have kept the whole Coafis of 
Spain in a continual Terror, which would have contributed 
towards retrieving our Charad^er abroad, and towards ma- 
king the Enemy iooti tired of tl^ War. But inHead of this, 
we have never yet fent any Force to that Admiral, for en- 
abling him to undertake any Expedition againft the Enemy ; 
and how can we fuppofe, that he has Orders for undertaking 
any fecret Expedition, when he is no way provided with 
what is necelTary for that Purpofe ? 

My Lords, I am from hence fully convinced, that, if Ad- 
miral Haddock'^ Inflrudtions were not communicated to his 
Majefty's Cabinet-Council, it was not becaufe of the Danger 
of their being difcovered to the Enemy, but becaufe of the 
Danger of their being difcovered to this Houfe, or, per- 
liaps, difapproved of by a Majority of thofe who had the 
Honour to be of his Majeily^s Council ; for we are not to 
fuppofe, that every public Meafure is approved of by them, 
becaufe we have fometimes in this Nation a Cabinet-Council 
above that of the King^s, in Power, tho' not in Charafbr. , 
Whilfl the Duke of Buckingham was Prime MiniHer to King ' 
Charles i, he had a Cabinet- Council of his own, a feled 
Number of his own Creatures and Tools, where every thing 
was reiblved on before its being laid before the JCin^s Ca- 
binet Council. It was brought there only for Form's Sake, 
and Care was taken not to have any oi^e there, that would 
ferioufly and ftedi&illy dare to oppofe any thing that had been 
refolved on by the Cabinet-Council of the Prime Minifter. 

I know, my Lords, I do not fpeak properly, when, in 
talking of what happened in King Charles I's Time, I make 
ufe of the Term Cabinet- Council, becaufe it is a Term of a 
much later Date ; for in thofe Days, befides this Houfe, the 
King had no other Council, but that which we ftill call the 
Privy Council, and of that Council there was always a Com- 
mittee appointed to coniider and take Care of foreign Af- 
£iirs ; but the Refolutions of that Committee were not car- 
ried into Execution, till they were approved of by the Prr- 
vy Council : In that Council there then fat feveral great Of- 
ficers, 


Aiiooi4.Geo. 11. ficcfs, fuA as flic Lord High Trcafurcr, the Lord High Ad-. 
j 74o> ^ miraly and others, who by their Birth and Quality, as weU 
■" as by the Importance of the Pofls they enjoyed, added Weight 

and Dignity to the Council of which they were Members ; 
but theic high Offices arc now fplit into CoiAmiffions, and 
fometimes granted to Men who have neither Birth, Quality, 
nor CharaSer, which is not done for the Sake of difpatching 
Buiineis, (for every one knows, the whole Blifinefs of the 
Office is now chiefly direfled by one, in the fame Manner it 
was formerly) but for the Sake of multiplying Salaries an^ 
gaining Votes. This has very much derogated from the 
Authority of that AHembly, and is, I believe, the chief 
Caufc of their Power being now almoft entirely ufurped and 
exerciied by what is called the Cabinet-Council t but even 
what we now call the Cabinet-Council has not always the 
Power or Influence they feem to have ; for when any one 
Minifter happens to get the fole Direction of all public Af- 
fairs, the other Members of the Cabinet-Council, or at leaf!; 
the Majority of them, ferve only to give a Sort of Autho^- 
rity to what the Minifler has been pleafed to refolva on. 

Whether the Inflrudtions given to Admiral, Haddock were 
drawn up by the Advice of his Majefly's Cabinet-Council; 
or by the Advice of one fole Minifler, I fhall not determine j 
but this I will fay, it is impoflible they can contain Secrets 
relating to any important Expedition againfl the Enemy, be-' 
caufe he was not, nor is yet provided with a proper Force 
for fnch an Expedition 9 and I think it Jiardly poffible to 
fuppofe, they contain any Directions about fecret Intdli- 
'gence, or about cari'ying on a Correfpondence with any Per- 
fons in Spain ; for, I think, it is plain, that neither our Mi- 
niflers here, nor our Admiral tj\ere, had any fecret Intelli- 
gence, otherwife the SpanijSh Squadron could never have 
made its Efcape, firft from Cadiz, and next from Fertol, with- 
out our having any Squadron in the Way to intercept it. 
I really do not know what the nob]e Lord meant by giving 
our Admiral Diredlions how to get InteUigence about the 
Enemy's Defigns againU our Poifeirions, or our Trade In the 
Mediterranean, becaufe I cannot fuggeft to myfelf any De- 
figns they could form againft either, which might not hare 
been eafdy prevented without our being at one Shilling Ex- 
pence for fecret Intelligence. With regard to Qihraltar, they 
could form no dangerous Defign againft it, becaufe I reallj 
take it to be impregnable. There are but two Ways of 
taking it from us, that is, by Treachery or by Starving. A* 

fainfl the firft, the moft proper Way to provide, is by thii 
loufe*s having always a watchful and a ^ri6t Eye over die 
Condudi of our Minifters ; and againft the laft, we may eafi* 
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ly provide,- for furely it is eafy for us to have always three Anno 14. Ceo. ri, 
or' fix Months Provifions in the Place, and in that Time we i74o« 
ihall always have an Opportunity to fend a Squadron from 
England for its Relief j for in order to take it by Starving, it 
mnft be block'd up by Sea as well as by Land. 

With regard to Port-Mahsn, indeed, I fhall grant it may 
be taken by a Siege, if the Enemy (hould cnce land a fuffi* 
cient Army in the Ifland for that Purpofe 1 but then, if wc 
have a Squadron in thofe Seas, they muft fend at once not 
only Ammunition and all other Things neccffary for the 
Siege, but they muft alfo fend Provifions for fubfifting their 
Army during the Siege,* for tho* their Army ihould by 
Stealth, or by Accident, get into the Ifland, they could ex- 
p^ no Supply of Provifions after our Squadron came up to 
prevent it. My Lords, if we confider thefe Difficulties: If 
w? confider that the Spaniards muft land at leaft io,coo Men 
to conquer the Ifland of Minorca : That this Army muft car- 
ry every thing, even Provifions along with them : That 
their Fleet for tranfporting this Army might be intercepted 
in its Paflage by our Men of War : That, even after their 
landing, a l^isk Attack from the Seamen of a powerful Sqda- 
dron, aflifted by a Sally from the Garifon, might ruin their 
whole Army, and of Courfc make them all . Prifoners of 
War : I fay, if we Confider thefe Things, our Fears about 
' Minorca Will appear as chimerical as our Fears of an Invafi- 
on at home. This, indeed, has been the Bane of our Con- 
duA during the whole Courfe of this War : By chimerical 
Apprehenfions and mere Phantoms, we have been diverted 
from profectttrng the War in Ae Manner we ought to have 
done. The Spaniards, I believe, u'ere fenfible of our Ti- 
midity, or, perhaps, had Direfliions from hence : They 
made a Feint as if they intended to invade us at home : 
They made a Feint as if they intended to invade Minorca : I 
have not fo much as a Sufpicion they were ferious in either, * 
and yet in both they fucceedcd in what was their real View. 
Bythe firft they prevented our fending any I<and-Force to the 
IFeft' Indies 2it the Beginning of the War: By the fecond they 
drew our Squadron away from Gibraltar y and by that Me-ius 
their Squadron got fafc from Cadiz. 

But fuppofe, my Lords, we had thought, that their De- 
fign againft Minorca was real, and fuppofe they had aflem- 
bled a fnfficient Army in Majorca, with a Train of batter- 
ing Cannon, Mortars, Bombs, Ammunition, and every Thing 
ncceflTary for a Siege, together with Provifions for fubfifting 
their Army during that Siege, which, I am fure, was very 
far from being tne Cafe, wnat Occafion had we to fend our 
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Anno T4.Ceo.n. chief Admiral with a Squadron to prevent their Dcfign? 
1740. We knew, they had not fo much as one Man of War to 
convoy their Tranfports ; three or four Men. of War there* 
fore would have been fufiicient to prevent their daring to put . 
to Sea, or to difperfe their Fleets of Tranfport, and link or 
take a great many of them, if they did. To tell us^ that 
a Fleet fufiicient for tranfporting i o or 1 2,000 Men might 
have ftole by our Men of War in the Nighf-Time, or in a 
Fog, is very fmprizinj, efjpccially as we knew the Port 
from which they were to fail^ and the very Point to which 
they were to direft their Courfe ; for the Ifland of Minorca 
may juftly be called a Point in the Terms ufual at Sea. 
Our Meafures in the Profecution of this War are really pro- 
voking; bur I muft fay, ray Lords, it is Hill more provok^ 
ing, to hear fuch Argpments made ufe of in Vindication of 
fuch Meafures. 

Our chief Admiral being thus gone from Gibraltar as well 
as Cad'iTLy. and an inferior Admiral left there,, we are next 
told, the Gtt*f^ Squadron efcaped from thence to Jlrrrtf/, by 
an accidental Millake with r^pe^l to fome frefh Orders fent 
from hence. This, I know, my Lords, may very well be ; 
for our Orders and Inftrudions are generally fo perplexM,. 
that a Miftake may Very probably happen. In France-^ their 
Orders to their Generals and Admirals are always fo plain 
and explicit, that they cannot be mifunderftood ; but in 
this Country* our Orders to our Commanders, both by Sea 
and Land, are generally drawn up with a View to the Safety 
of our Miniflers, let what will happen : For this Reafon, 
fome doubtful Expreilions are ufually made ufe of, or fuch 
as \yill bear a doable Meaning. If our Commander fucceeds 
in any Expedition, our Miniilers then plume themielves in 
the Succefs ; it was owing to the Wifdom of their Inftrudli* 
ens ; but if our Commander fails in the Attempt, our Mini^ 
flers then cry, he miftook his Orders, tho' the ill Sacceis 
was perhaps entirely owing to fome Blunder or Failure on 
their Part. This was the Cafe, I believe, with regard to 
Admiral Vermn j I believe his Orders were very amUguous j 
even he himfelf feemed to think fo : Had he ^iled in his 
Attempt upon Porto Bello, our Miniilers, I am convinced, 
would have accufed him of a ralh Miftake, and would have 
deiiied their having given him Orders to make any fuch At- 
tempt, though, if he had failed, his ill Succefs would cer- 
tainly have been owing to their not having provided him. 
with a proper Force. Tljis is now the Cafe with regard to 
Admiral Haddock : The Spanijh Squadron made their Efcape, 
and therefore, this Efcape muA now be imputed to an acci^ 
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£ental Miftake with refpeft to Orders. My Lords, if. there Anna 141 Geo. II. 
was anyMiilake, let us fee where that Miftake lies ; let us ^7^^. 
fee whether it was not a Miftake, that can admit of no Ex- 
.cafe. If it was, farti convinced, it was not the Adminal's; 
for Adsiiral Hiuliock is known to be fo much Mailer of his 
Bufinefs, that he could not be guiity of a grofs Miftake ; 
and as litilc can it be fufpefted to have been the Miftake of 
the other Admiral left at Gihr altar , whofe Experience and 
Condud have, upon former Occafions, been fufiiciwitly ma- 
..nii^Bfted. 

As for what has been mentioned in relation to Admiral 
Rooky wc know, my Lords, the Hiftory from which it was 
taken. -It is a Story of Bifliop Burnetts in his Hiftory of his 
own Times,, and thofe who have fat in this Houfe with that 
Prelate moft know, he was a very credulous, weak Man. I 
remember' him, my Lords, in this Houfe, and I likewrfe 
remember, that my Lord Ha/Ufax, my Lord Somets, and his 
other Friends in the Houfe, were always in a Terror when 
Jic rofe up to fpeak, left he ihoald injure theii- Caufe by^fome 
Blunder. With regard to what he fays.againft Admiral 
J^ook, I know I hkve heard it from thofe that were prefent, 
«that the greateft Part of it is a downright Lie *. The Biihop, 
it 15 weU known^ was no Friend to that Admiral ; and 
therefore he ea|iiy gave Credit, as he generally did in like 
Cafes, to every malicious Story he heard againft him. 

Bat this, my Lords^ does not ^ fignify much with refpeft 
;to the Queftion now before us : I took notice of it only in 
order to vindicate that AdmiraPs Charadler from the mali- 
cious Stories the Bifiiop has recorded againft him. I wifti 
we had profecuted this War with as much Wifdom and Vi- 
^ur as we did the War we were engaged in, when that Ad- 
miral commanded our Squadrons. We then attackM the 
Enemy both by Land and Sea ; we attacked them in every 
Part with Vigour, and generally with Succefs ; we under- 
took many Expeditions ; our Orders to our Admirals >tlien 
certainly contained many important Secrets, yet, during 
the Continuance of that War, fevcral Parliamentary Enqui. 
ries were fet on Foot; both into the Conduft of particular 
Admirals, and into thb ConduA of the Admiralty* Board in 
geneniL For that Purpofe,. many Papers were called for, no 
Papers were ever refufed that were called for, and yet we do 
not find, that any of the Secrets of onr-Govemment were.e^'er 
thereby difcovered to the Enemy. What then ihould make us • 
fomnch afraid now of difcovering the Secrets of our Govern- 
ment ? Does this Houfe, or does the other Houfe now de- 
serve \s& Confidence from our Minifters, ^han in the late 
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Aimo i4.G€o.fr War ? My Lords, I am convinced, the Ofipofition to tUs . 

1 740* and all iuch Motions does not proceed from any Appcebcn- 
fion, left the Secrets of our Government ihonld be difcovered 
to the Enemy, but from an Apprchenfion, left this Hojafe ■ 
and the Nation ihould difcover, that our Government have 
no Secrets relating to the Profecntion of the War, or per- 
haps that our Minifters have given fuch Orders, as rnnft pre- . 
vent its being profecuted with £fie£k. 

From what I have faid, my Lords, there muft, I think, 
arife fome very ftrong Sufpicions, that the War has beeii 
mifcondufled or negleded 1 and if this be a Motive for ai| 
Enquiry ; if a moft general Murmur among the People be a 
Motive for an Enquiry \ if a moft melancholy State of A&irs 
be a Motive for an Enquiry ; if thefe three Mo^ves united 
together can or ought to prevail with us to enquire into the 
late Condud of our public Aftairs ; then, I fay, it is now 
abfoiutely neceflary for us to enter upon that Enqujry ; and 
if this be neceflary, there can be no Queftion about calling 
for the Papers now moved for, becaufe whatever Secrets 
they may contain, we muft have them, we muft fee them » 
we muft examine them, either in die Houfe, or by a Com- 
mittee, before we can enter upon fuch an Enquiry. Tliere<- 
fore, if this Motion be difagreed to by a Majority, I fhall 
conclude, that your Lordihips are againft any Enquiry, in 
which Catfe I itiall condole with my Country upon the. dif* 
mal Profpcd of its Aftairs ; for, I thiiik, it is evident, that 
our Operations of War are under the Influence of the iame 
pufillanimous Spirit, which influenced our late Negotiations 
for Peace ; and if your Lordftiips are refolved to allow th^ 
iame Spirit to continue its baneful Influence, I fliall exped 
to fee the former as tedious and fruitlefs as the latter ; biiC 
the EfFedb will be much more fatal ; for during our peace- 
able Negotiation, the Nation was at no great extraordinary 
^xpence, and our Trade fufteredonly in one Branch 1 but 
now the Nadon is loaded with a monftrous Expence, and 
our Trade fufters in every Part, which muft exhauft us fo ef^ 
fedtually, that in a fliort Time, inftead of atucking the 
£nemy, we fliall be in no Condition to defend ourfelves. 

This difmal Effed, I hope, your Lordihips will ei^deavonr 
to prevent : I hope you will, by a ftridl Enquiry, endeavour 
to remove that Influence which dogs the Wheels of all our 
warlike Operations ; and this ought to be the chief Intenuon 
of your Enquiry. There may be fome guilty Perfbns araongft 
us, but their Puniihrnent is of litde Confideration, when 
(Compared with the impending Ruin of the Nation : The a^ 
yerting of this ought to |)e our prmcjpal ^isi i and for this 
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fnrpole, we oogkt to Ji^eqppfe with our moil firiccrc Advice ^nno 14.Geo.Il. 
toqar Sovereign, w.hich we cannot pretend to do, without 1740. 
iiSt niaking ourfelves acquainted with the late Cpndud, and \ ^>»^'^*tt^ 
the pieient State of our public AfFji|:s. We have too long 
put ai^ implicit Faith in the Condud of ourMiniHers : The 
fiffeds may now convince us, we have been in the wrong. 
The dangerous State of the Affair^ pf Europe, the unlucl^y 
State of the Ai&irs of this ^j^ation, sj^mH convince us, that 
if the late Condud of our Minider has not been wicked, 
it has at I.eaft beeij unwife. For many Years he gave us 
a Sample of his Dcj^ctity in managing foreign Negotiations ; 
he has now given us a Sample of his Dexterity in managing 
a War : I do not think we h^ve great Reafon to applaud . 
his Dexterity in either. By negotiating Alliances with all 
die Powers of Eurcfe round, we at lail: left ourfelves with- 
out one Friend or Ally in the World : By negotiating with 
Zfaiu tot a Peace» we blupdered ourfelves into a War : By 
an imprudent Profecutfon of that Wair, we may blunder 
eoHelves into inevitable Ruin. We are now upon the Brin}c . 
of a Precipice : Sh«iU >ve Hill keep our £ye$ (hut, and truft 
oar Retreat to the Guidance of hiu), who inadvertently, I . 
ihall not fay defignedly, brought us into the Danger ? I am 
fore, my Lorjs, I iball not, if I can by any means avoid 
it, and ther/sfore I maft he Sos agre^g with the Doble Jjord 
in his Motion. 
The Lord QhanceUor. 

My Lords, 
Though I may perhaps bavj^ a greater Confidenjce in Lord Chancel * 
the Condu^l of oar Miniil^rs, than the noble Duke thatl^^'- 
fpoke lalt, yet I do not form my Opinion, in any Que* 
£don of a political Nature, by a Sort of Faith, but by 
^Ji^pxry and Convi^ion. If I allowed myfelf to be go« 
verged t>y a Faith, in what any Man fays, I am fure, 
with regard to my Opinion of the Condu^ of the prefent 
War^ I ihould ^ readily put a Faith in what the noble 
Duke fays of it, as in what can be faid of it by any 
other Man in the Kingdom ; but in . all Cafes that come 
before this Hoirf^, I think myfelf obliged, both in Ho-* 
nour and Coufcience) to depend upon my own Judgment 
alonp* weak as it is, and according to that to reguiate.my « 
Behaviour here. It is, I confeis, my Lords, a very great, 
Misfortune to tho& concerned in the Admioiftration, to 
have the .noble Duke*s Opinion againft their CondudI in the 
War,, becaufe his Grace^s Experience in military Affairs, 
aad his Chara^er in the World, muft of courfe contribute 
^ grca( 4^4! t9W^ds giving Pepple a Pri^dice againil tbei 
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Aiioox4*Oeo.II.Meafures of oul* Admiiiiftration : But as every Lord«iii 6A$ 
1740. Houfe is obliged carefally to guard agunfl his being pre- 
' judiced by the Opinion of another, I have without Pre- 
judice or Favour examined ftridUy, and coniidered mature- 
ly, every Step of our Condud fince the War began ; and 
upon the niceft Scrutiny, I am fully convinced, that every 
Step we have taken was the moll prudent that could be 
taken in the Circumftances we were then in, and that no- 
thing has been omitted or negleded, which we could in 
Prudence, or with any View of Succe(s» refolve to under- 
take. This, my Lords, is my Opinion, and, I belieye, k 
would i>e thoroughly confirmed by an impartisd Enquiry into 
the Condud of our Miniders : By fuch an Enquiry they 
would be juftiiied ; but, my Lords, by fuch an Enquiry at 
this Time, the Nation might, probably, be ruined ; and 
therefore, though I fhall be as ready as any Lord in this 
Houfe to enter upon an Enquiry, when a (eafonable Op- 
portunity offers, yet at this Time I cannot help declaring 
againft it. v 

The noble Duke was pleafed to fay, that innroftQuefti- 
ons of a political Nature there are Inoonyeni^ncies of both 
$ides, and we ought to chufe that Side, wixich is attended 
with the leafl or the feweft Inconvenieneies. I ihall admit, 
that the Qiieilion now befoi^e us is a Queftion of this Nar 
ture ; There is on each Side a Danger to be apprehend- 
ed, and every Lord ought, I hope every Lord will chufe 
that Side, which he thinks leaft expofes the Nation to Dan- 

fer. By having the Papers now moved for, laid before this 
loufe, it is granted by all, that we ihall expofe the Na- 
tion to the Danger of having its Seoets divulged to the 
Enemy : By refufing to call for (hefe Papers, and cpnfe- 
quently deferring an Enquixy into the Condud of the War, 
it is faid; by the Lords who fpoke in Favour of this Mo- 
tion, and by them only, that we ihaU expofe the Nation 
to the Danger of having the War continued to be conduct- 
ed by thole, who have already ihewn, that they have 
neither Wifdom, Skill, nor Courage, to conduA it in a pro- 
per and efFedbial Manner. Of thefe two Dangers I fhall readi- 
ly grant, that the lafl is the gfeateft ; hut I cannot agree with 
the noble Lords in thinking, that there is any fuch Dan- 
ger ; lor if the <War has hitherto been condiiifled with all 
poifible Wifdom and Vigour, the Nation can then be expo- 
fed to no Danger, by having the future Condu^ (^ it con- 
tinued in the fame Hands. 

Thus your Lordlhips mufl fee, that the Queftion now 
i>efore us turns c^^irely uppn the Opinion each Lord m^y- 
, form 
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fefm to himfelf of our paft Condudi in the War. ThofeAnrioi4,Geo.lt 
who think, that oar Condad hitherto has been cxceffively 1740. 
bad, will, I believe, give their Opinion upon the Affirma- 
tive Side of this Queftion $ and thofe who think otherwife,- 
m«ft ccrt^nly declare themfelvcs for the Negative. But, " 
my Lordsv I muft obferve, that no Lord ought to declare 
for the Affirmative, unlefs he be fully and clearly convinced^ 
that ourCondiid has been exceffively bad; becaufe this 
Queftion, if agreed to, will in its Confequences expofe the 
Nation to two very great Dangers : One of the two I have 
mentioned already, which is that of having the Secrets of 
oar Government dtfclofed to the , Enemy : This Danger, 
whatever others may think, is, in my Opinion, almoft un- 
avoidable ; for I think, it is hardly podible to conceal what 
is commnnicated to two fach numerous Aifemblied, as this 
and the other Houfe. of Parliament ; and though we fhould 
bodi name fele6k Committees, yet every thing mail be com- 
municated by that Committee to the whole flonfe, that 
may be intended as a Foundation for the Opinion, Deter- 
mination, or Refolntion of the whole Houfe ; for furely it 
cotdd not be expeded, that the Houfe would, upon *the 
Report, agree to the Refolutions of their Committee, with- 
out being made acquainted with every Fadl, aild feeing 
every Paper upon* which thofe Refolutions were founded. 

.1 do not !at all wonder, my Lords, at our Hiflorians not 
hs^ving complained of the Secrets of our Government having 
been difcovered to the Enemy, or of the Nation's fuffering 
by fuch Difcoveries, becaufe, though we have had many 
Parliamentary Enquiries, yet thofe Enquiries have general- 
ly- been into the Conduct and Management of feme parti* 
cular Perfon, or of fome particular AfFiir, and were never fet 
on Foot, till the Aiiairwas quite over, which was to be en- 
quired into. Of this Nature were all the Enquiries during 
the Continuance of thr two late Wars : That iti relation to 
Admiral £1^ was fet on Foot at his own DeQ.Te, which he 
was prompted to by fome Reflexions thrown out againll his 
Conduift» upon die Nfodon for returning hhn Thanks. It re- 
lated to a particiilar Affair only, and was not fet on Foot till af- 
ter the Affair was over ; fo that if there were any Secrets in the 
Papers rdating to it, they were iuch as could be of no Ad- 
vantage to the Enemy, nor of any Prejudice to this Nation. 
That againll Admiral Rook was likewife an Enquiry into a 
particular Af&ir, and intO'diat particular AdmiraPs CbnduA 
with regard to that AiFair ; and it was not fet on Foot, till 
long after t]ie Affair Was over. As to the general Enquiry 
that'wai made^ during the laftWar, into theCondu^of 
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Anno 14.Oeo.ll. the Admiralty- Board, yonrLordfliips all know, k was fet 
J 740^ on Foot on a Complaint of the Merchants againft that Boards 
and it related oply to the Meafures they had taken for pro- 
teding our Trade by Cmifers and Convoys, which could 
contain no Secrets that could be of any Advantage to the 
Enemy, becaufe the Meafures taken for prote^ing oux* 
Trade mufl be in a perpetual Courfe of Flofbiation, accord^ 
ing as Accidents happen, Occafions require, or Advices 
arrive. 

From hence, my Lords, it b plain, that none of the 
Parliamentary Enquiries fet on Foot during the Wars kL 
King William and Queen Anne^s Time, can be brought aa 
a Precedent for the Enquiry now propofed ; nor can it be 
faid, that any of them were^fomuch as liable to theObjedl- 
on of being attended with the Danger of difcovering the 
S^ecrets of our Govemnient to the Enemy. But befides this^ 
my Lords, an Enquiry into the late Condod of oar pnbGc 
Affairs would be attended with another Danger, which in its 
Confequences mig^t be extremely pernicious to the Nation 1 
I mean that of creating a Breach betwieen his Majefty and 
hip Parliament. We know how apt People are to find fault 
with thofe placed in Authority over them, and how ready 
th^y are to aggravate the inevitable Miilakes or humail 
Frailties of a Minifler: This is the Reafon, that, when a 
Miniiler*s Conduct comes under the Inquiiition of Parliamcnty 
he feldom gets off without a Cenfure. Though our prefent 
Minifters are, I believe, as free from Faults as any Miniflert 
ever were, ypt one does not know, what mi^ be the 
Confequenc^ of a parliamentary Enquiry. With regard to 
fome of them, the Enquiry might end in a Cenfure, and the 
Confequ^ce of this would be an.Addreis to his Majefty to 
remove,' them: Perhaps his Majefty might not be x>f the 
fame Opinion with hb Parliament; fbr^ in this Cafe, I hope 
3^ will be aUowed, he has a Ri^t. to. judge for himfelf. 
Perhaps he might not think his Minifters d^rved Cenibre* 
thou^ his Parliamoit did ; and if he thought^, he would 

?robably refufe to remove them. On the other hand, the 
arliament would, probably infift upon their Reqneft being 
coip|>lied with s and this might at laft produce a total Breach 
between King ^nd Parliament, which would be one of the 
inoft unlucky Accidents that could happen to this Nation in 
its prefent Circumftances. 

Having thus, I hope, fet in a dear and a true Light the 

Dangers that attend oor enquiring into the late Condud of 

our public Affiun, and calling-for all the Papers^ and all 

the Lights .that may be neceilary for that Purpofe, Ihope» 
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youT Lordfliips will think, we oaght not wantonly, and AniM)i4.Gco.II, ', 

Without a very fulHcient Caafc, to cxpofe our Country to ^ '^^o* 

thefe Dangers ; and therefore, I think, every Lord that is 

to give his Vote in Favour of this Queftion, Ought to be 

fiilly convinced from his own Knowledge, and according to 

his own Judgment, that the War has been hitherto moft 

egregiouily ill • conducted ; and that it is impoffible to ex- 

pedl any Succeis^ whilft it remains under the fame Sort of 

Management. As I have no Experience in warlike Affairs s 

as I know nothing of them, but what I have learned from 

Reading and Converfation, I fhall not pretend ' to account 

for our .not attemptmg to attack the Enemy at Land in 

Europe : All I can iay is, that we never got much by any 

fach Attack, and therefore, unleis we could have expelled 

to meet with the Plunder of fome Galleons, as we did at 

Vigo^ or fome fuch Booty, I think no Advantage we could 

have propofed to reap by fuch an Attack, would have 

equaled the Riik and Expence. And as to the Weft Indies^ 

we have now fent a Force thither, from which we have all 

the Reafon in the World to expert great national Advan- * 

tages, and which will, I hope, foon compel the Enemy to 

fubmit to reafonable Terms. We might, perhaps, have 

done more againft the Enemy, both in Europe and America^ 

than we have done ; but I am very fure, I cannot pofitively 

fay fb : This may, indeed, proceed from my Ignorance in 

warlike r Affairs; but, my Lords, this very Ignorance is a 

good Reafon for my giving my Negative to this (^eftion, 

Decaufe neither I, nor any Lord in this Houi<;, ought to 

expofe his Country to Dangers, which he clearly forefeet ^ 

for the Sake of avoiding a Danger, which he cannot forefee 

Oir comprehend. 

But, my Lords, tho* I have no Experience^ and very^ 
iitde Knowledge in warlike Afl^ks, yet I have fome Know* 
ledge in Hifk>ry, and when I compare what has been done 
in the prefent' War, with what was done in the former 
Wars whidi we hUve been engaged in againft Sfain^ I can- 
not moch complain of our Ina6^ion either in Europe or Ame-^ 
rica. In Qoeen ElizaSeth^^s Time, tho* the War againil 
Spain began in t J85;, and lafted till that Queen^s Death in 
1603, which was 17 Years, yet in all that Time there we;«' 
bat diree or four Expeditions of Confequence undertaken 
againft the Enemy, either in Spain or the Indies ; and tho* 
the private Adventurers got fbmetimes a rich Booty, yet the 
Nation never reaped any Advantage, nor kept Poffeffion of 
any one Place they had the good Fortune to tsdce. ' Again» 
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lUna i4.Gcf «U« id Oliver CromwilTs Time, tho' the War againft Spain be- 
1740* gaft in 1654* and continued till his Death in 16; 8, yetnp, 
' ' one ExpMition was undertaken, or, I believt, (6 much as 
thought of, againft any of the Doniinions of Sfam^ except 
that one Expedition by which the War was begun, and by 
which we got and kept the Ifland of Jamaica in the W^fi- 
hdies s ib that in the main it cannot, I think, be faid, that 
we have been lefs a^ve in the prefent War, than we were 
in that begjon by Queen Elizahetb, or in that begun by 0/<- 
*y^r Cromiuelli and, I believe, neither Q^u ElisuHeiif-s 
nor Oliver Cromw^JTs Government will be accufed either of 
Want of Wifdom, or Want of Vigour. 

I do not therefore think, my Lords, that there has beei| 
any fuch Mifcondud or Negligence in the Profecution of the 
War, as can afford any reafonable Caufe for this Hbufe to 
fet on Foot fach a general Enquiry as feems to be the Inten- 
tion of this Motion ; and as to the other Cauies mention- 
ed by the noble Ddke, for prevailing with us to enter npon 
fuch an Enquiry, they cannot, I thmk, when righdy con- 
fidered^ have any Weight. The prefent unlucky Situation 
of the Affairs of Europe^ is evidently owing to the Death qf 
tlve Emperor ; and the Situation of our Affiiirs at home can 
no way be (aid to be unlucky, otherwife than as we may Im: 
involved in^the Misfortunes that may refult from that UBlucky 
Accident, ^s for the Murmurs or Clamours without Doors* 
they can neven of themfelves be a fufiicient Caufe for an En^ 
quiiy, eijpec^lly with regard to our Condu£tin time of Mf^ » 
SPT in every War there will be fuoh JVXurmiys, In the lad 

florious War, notwithftanding our repeatad and contintted 
ucceiTes, there were Munuurs againft the Condud of the 
War, and thofe Murmurs were, I believe^ as general as they 
are againft. our Cjonduft in the preffnt. ^t, my Lords, 
when we,ta^'Or the Murmnn and Clamours mthout Doon, 
we ought to refled on the many falfe, fedicious, and, fcurri* 
lous Libels t)iat.arc daily puhlifhed againft hia M^jefty and 
his Govemmcmt, aa weii aa againft ther Meafuves of the Ad/- 
ininiftration. Itis to thejle chiefly, that all the Clamours ami 
Difcontehts of the People are naoft properly. t» be. imputed. 
py thefe Libels, his Majefty's Government 19 ttaduoed f and 
fvery Meafure that can be purfued by the Admlniftradon 
mifreprefe^tod ; and as the People are alwiys.mose apt to 
|ipd fault with, than to ap{Haud or juftify the QpftAaA of 
their Superiors, they fwallow greedily, and believe impli- 
eitly, the Falihoods and Mifref^entaticfnsooiitauied in thde 
|iib»els» while at the fame time they ykld' no Attention, or, 
•f ^rhaps. 
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|)ierhaps» wSl not i€ at the Pains to perufe, what i^ wrote Anno 14. GeoJi* 
in Favour of the Government of their Coontry. Tiierefore, 1740- 
if your Lerdlhips have a Mind to enquiie into any Thing, ^'""^^ " ^ 
there is no Sub^d more proper or neceiFary for ^oar Conii<^ 
delation, than an Enquiry into the Authors and Publifhert 
of thefe Libels, «nd the moft efiedual Method fot putting a 
Stm> to this growing Evil. 

Such an Enquiry as this, my Lolds,- could expofe oof 
Cocmtry to no Danger, but might lay a Foundation for our 
Tranquillity in all Time to come : Whereas an Enquiry 
into the Gondud of a War, JlagraHte^ Belloy muft always be 
attended with great Danger, by rendering in a manner pub* 
Kc, all the Modares that have been taken, and all the Mea* 
fures that have been concerted, either for diftrefling the Ene- 
my, ci* defending ourfelvei : Nor ii it, my Lords, any way 
inconfiftent with the Dignity of this Aflembly to fuppofe, 
that what is once laid before us muft foon be made public, 
elpeciaily whflft yot^ admit Ui many Strangers to be prefent 
at all your Debates. This, m!y Lords, is really inoonfillent 
with the Dignity of this Afiembly : You depart from your 
aatient Dignity, when you admit of fuch an Audience ; and 
die Misfortune which neceffiirily attends it is, that what is 
find or done in this Houfe, is too often made a Handle of, for 
hftaming the Minds of the People, and for raifing thofe Cizr 
mours and Discontents without Doors, which are afterwards 
iAade ufe of as Arguments for inihiendng our Proceedings 
within ; but fuch ^guments I fhall never aUow to have any 
Wdf^with me ; and aa they feem to be the chief Argn- 
flienCi in Favour of tld5 Motion/ i muft there&re decuirp 
•iftyfelfagainflit. 

Earl of dkfitrfeii. 

My Lords,' . ^ 

I diflfer fo widdy from the noUe Lbid that fpoke \n&, in Earl ofCie/ffr* 
tvf Opbuon about the Condna of the prefent War, that, IJitU> 
think, without any Skill in military Affiursj and with but a 
i^ery modentte Knowledge of Hiftory, or of the prefimt 
Seate of this Nation and Spain, one may clearly fee, that 
ibia War has been mofb weakly conduced in eveiy Piart ; 
and the Enquiry intended by this Motion, I lo6k on as an 
Enquiry into the worft-condudted Part of the worft-conduA* 
ed War that was ever carried on by this Nation, or, I be- 
lieve^ by any other; for a Nation engaged in War generally 
txerts its utmoft Strength, and if it does not attack the Ene- 
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Aiuioi4.G«o.IMny with Vigour, it is becaufe of its being fo imequaJlir 
1740* matched, that it has hardly Strength enoagh to defend itielf. 
Is this our Cafe in the prefentWar ? Is not the very contrary 
our Cafe? The Enemy we are now engaged with has alivays 
been, and is now, a moll unequal Match for this Nation z- 
Jt is abfolutely itppoiGble for them to attack us in any Part 
of the World, with a probable View of Succefs: It is abib- 
lutely impoffible for tbem to defend themfelves, in that Part 
of the W6r]d where it is moH our Intereft to attack them, 
if we exert our Strength, and apply it in a prudent and vi- 
gorous Manner. But this, my Lords, we have not done : 
We have indeed put ourfelves to a great Expence in warlike 
Preparations ; but inilead offending our Forces Abroad to 
attack the Enemy, we have kept them at Home as a Spec- 
tacle or an OppreiTion to our own People. We have made 
po vigorous Effort in any Part of the WorW ; and in that 
Part which the prefent Motion relates to, the only £fibrt 
we have made, has been, in my Opinion, a wrong one. 
We have employed our Squadron upon the Coails of Spain ^ 
to keep their Squadron, their Flota, and their Ships in Port, 
yrhereas we (hould have invited them out : We (hould have 
tempted them to put to Sea ; becaufe if we had at firft fent a 
fufHcient Squadron to the Weft- Indies y they coul4 have done 
ais no Harm $ and we (hould have had a Chance of meeting 
with, and deilroying them at Sea; but whilH they remained 
in Port, as we had refolved not to attack them there, we had 
no Chance of doing them an Injury. 
. But this, my Lords, is not the woril Part of our Condu^. 
The Deiign on which, we employed the Squadron under 
Admiral Haddock was ba^ ; but even that Defign, bad as it 
was, we have executed in a moft unaccountable Manner. 
When that Squadron iirft took its Station off Cadix, the 
Enemy had then in that Port a Flota deiigned for the Ifeji- 
hidies : The rich Cargoes defigned to be fent by that F/ota 
were then all on Boir J, and the Ships almoil ready to de- 
part. The Enemy had befides in the fame Port, a Squadron 
of Men of War ; but that Squadron was far firom being pro- 
vided with Men, Stores, or Proviiions ; and as the Enemy 
are always in great Want of all thefe Neceflaries,^ we knew, 
it w^s not in their Power to fit out that Squadron, fo as to be 
fit for failing, in a great many Months. Thefe being the 
Enemy's known Circumftances, what did our Squadron do ? 
-It continued before Cadiz, not to keep in the Enemy *s 
^uadron^ but to keep their /^/^ from failing, left we might 

have 
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iavc a Chance of making fomcthing confiderable by theHe-AnnD t4.G6oir« 
priials we had liTued, which was at firft the only Method 1740. 
we had wifely propofed for bringing the Enemy 'to Reafon, 
and therefore is the more furprizing, we fhould take Mea- 
fures to prevent; its Effcft. However, in this, if it was our 
Pefign, we fucceeded ; the Ships of the Fbta were unloaded 
and laid up, or converted into War-Ships, and the Seamen 
and Stores provided for them, were made ufe of for fit- 
ting out their Squadron with the more Expedition, fo that 
at lail it was fit for failing, or at leaft as fit as the Enen^y 
could make it. As the preventing this Squadron^s putting 
to- Sea,' was our profefTed Defign, one would think, we 
fhould then have been more careful than ever of keeping our 
Squadrons before CadiZy or at leaft in fuch Stations as to 
be ready to follow or intercept the Enemy's Squadron, in 
Cafe it (hould dare to put to Sea. Was this the Cafe, my 
Lords ? N09 as foon as the Enemy's Squadron was fit for ~ 
iailing, our Squadrons were all fent out of the Way, and, 
Co far as appears^ without Orders to take any fiarther No^ 
tice of the Enemy's Squadron at Cadiz, 
. My Lords, this Condu6l is really moft unaccountable : 
It would almofl provoke one to fufpeft Treachery; yet 
ihis lUll is not the woril. The Enemy's Squadron failed from 
Cadm to Ferrol: It remained there fome Months : It took 
in regular Troops, warlike Stores, and Provifions, for fup« 
•plying the Spani/h Garrifons in the Weft-Indies: It failed 
again from Ferrol to America, and all this without the leaft 
piflurbance or Interruption from any of our Squadrons. 
Soon after, two Squadrons failed from France to the fame 
Part of the. World: What was' their Defign, I fhall not 
pretend to determine ; but, I am fure, we had Reafon to be 
lufpicious ; and tho' Admiral Vernon^ who was now brought 
to be upon the Defenfive, had made the befl Difpofition 
poffible, yet from many Circumftances I have fome Reafon 
to believe, that his Safety, and the Safety of our Ifland of 
Jamaica, were more owing to Tempefls and Sfanijh Indo- 
lence, than to ourCondnft or Forcfight. As we were in 
Friendfliip with France^ and had an uninterrupted Corre- 
spondence with every Part of that Kingdom, we certainly 
laiew of their Preparations, we certainly knew of their Squa- 
drons failing ; yet we took no Care to fend a Squadron inv- 
mediately after them, but left Admiral Vernon^ and all our 
Sugar-Ifiands for two or three Months to the Mercy of French 
Faith and Sincerity* 
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AtM> t4.^eo,tt. t^as tierie any Pradchce in this, ray Lords f Has tScfe' 
t74<>* appeardl either Wifdom or Vigour in any one Step of our 
* Condudl fince the War began f The noble Lord 4ys, the 
pre(ent Quellion muft tarn upon the Opinion each particular 
Lord has formed to bimfelf of our CoxidaA of the War. It 
certainly does To ; but I will fay, that if your Lordihtps d<y 
not think> that our Conda^ hitherto has been exceffivdy bad, 
you will differ from the Opinion of every Man in this Na- 
tion^ and every Man in Bureife, that knows any Thing of 
the Ctrcumilances of this Nation and Spain. Do not our 
common News-Papers, does not every Traveller that comes 
from abroad, inform us, that our Condud in the War is ri- 
diculed and hooted at every Court, and in every City 'm 
iuropef The learned Lord who fpoke lafl may, perhaps,- 
know very little of military A^irs, becaufe he has always 
been employed in fervipg his Country in a dillerent Capa* 
city ; but it is the Bufinefs and the Duty of tytrj Lord, and 
of every Gentleman, that is not of the Robe, to know 
ibmething of military Af&irs. In France they haVe no No- 
tion of a Gentleman that is not of the Rpbe or the Sword ^ 
and if your Lordlhips refofe entering into an Enquiry* be- 
caufe you have a good Opinion* or becaufe you have not aii 
exceffive bad Opinion of our part Condu6b in the War, I 
am convinced^ Foreigners will think, that this Hoofe is 
chieflv compofed of Divines or Lawyers, or at leaft they 
ll^ill think, we know Nothing of what oueht to be the Bufi'« 
nefs of etery Gentleman not bred to either of thelb Pro&f- 
fions ; which is an Opinion we ought not to propagate, ae 
fttch a critical Conjuncture. 

The kal-ned Lord fays, we ought not to enquire into the 
Conduft of the War, Jtagrante Belh, My Lords, it is not 
propofefd to enquire into tne Conduft of the War, Jlagnfnte, 
bat langHente Bella ; and if we do not enquire into it while 
Jt is languens^ I believe, we fhaU have no Otoortanity to 
enquire into it while it is fiagi^am : At leaft, I bdieve, wc 
Ihall have no ftich Opportunity as long as it is imder the. 
fame Management. But why fhould we be fo' cantjoos of 
enquiring into the Condu£l of the prcfent War, even during 
ks Continuanfce ? t am perfuaded, we cannot thereby difco^ 
ver any important Secrets to the Enemy ;' becaufe, I am coo> 
^vinced, there are none fucb hi any of the Papers now moved 
for : At leaft, none but fuch as may ruin the Nation by 
their being concealed. If there are any that may hurt the 
Nation by their being revealed, his Majefty will certainly tell 
usib in his Anfwer to our Addrefs ; and then we can direft 
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par fatqre Ptooeedlngs accordingly. And as to tbe^ ganger Anno 14.cw.ll. 
pf creating a Breach between his Majefty and his Parliament 174^0. 
by fiich an Enquiry, I am farpri?jed to hear fuch a Thing 
infinuated by a noble Lord who is (o well acquainted with 
our Conflitation, and with his Afajefly^s ptfrional Virtues. 
Our prefent Sovereign, my I^ords, is too well acquaintect 
with the happy Connitution of our Gove^'umenty and has too 
great a Regard for it» to employ ai^y Minifler, whom he 
knows to he difag^eeable to his People or his parliament* 
Therefore we cannot be in the leail apprehenfive, that his 
Majefty would continue in bis Service a Minifler whofe Con- 
dud' had been cenfured by Parliament, and much lefs that 
be would rather break with bis Parliament than comply with 
their Rcqueft in removing any Nfiniiler O'Om his Service. 

Thus, my Lords, it is evident, I think, that no Danger^ 
X!0 Inconvenience can enfue from our Enquiry ; but if we 
make no Enquiry, God knows what may be the Conf<^^ 
quence: The War will. be continued in the fame languid 
]\Ianner ; our Merchants will be plundered ; our Trade will 
be ruined i our Revenues will fmk ; our Debts will rife, till 
at lad we ihall have no Funds for continuing the War ; and 
V^hen we are thus exhauj^ed, thofe we now feem fo mucE 
afiraid of^ will probably dedaie againft us; I fay probably, 
my Lords, becaufe they may then do it without JDangipr f 
^ their having fat quiet fo long, is, t believe, more owing 
to their Fear than their Inclination^ put fuppofe this Mis- 
fortune fhould not befal us, even piir oWn People 'will at lafi: 
became mutinous.; they wiH at laft begin to look upon thofe 
\a Authority over them, as their greated Enemies, and wiU 
be ready to join with any Enemy, even the Spaniards them- 
£rives, in ordier to get rid of fuch a Government. In all 
Governments it is neckoned a great Happinefs, to have a 
fegiilar, legal Method for giving the People Satisfadion* 
when they appear generally difcon tented with the Condudl of 
ihofe at the Hehn of Affairs, The legal Method edabliCh^d 
1^ our^Cbnftitution for this Purpofe, is by a drid and ixskr 
pajTtial parliamentary Enquiry: By this Method we {hall 
always be able to quiet the Minds of the People, either by 
panilhingthe Guilty, or judilfying thofe that are wrongfully 
accused- . But if oux: Parliament fhould negle£k and defpife 
(he Complaints oJFthePeopie, |n purfirance of fome DoArmes 
I have lately heard advanced in this Houfe, the People, will 
defpair of any I^|;al Rsdreis ; and in that Cafe, they will 
. certainly begin to think of doing themfelvcs Judice by a ge- 
neral Infurr^ion. TAd Confequence of this may be fatalto 
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Anno 14Geo.II. many Innocent, as wdl as the Guilty; nay, it may prove 
1740* ^ fatal to our prefent happy Eftablifhment, and therefore I am 
always farprized to hear any one> that has a Regard for our 
Royal Family, profefs a Contempt of popular Clamours or 
pifcontents. 

My Lords, I mull think it very unlucky in any one, 
that argues in Favour of our Conduct in the prefent War, 
to mention Queen Elizabeth or Oliver Croarwell: Both of 
them began the War againft Spain in a ytry different Man- 
ner from what we have now done. Queen Elizabeth began 
the War, by fending an Army into the Low Countries, to 
affift them in throwing off the Yoke of Spain : At the fame 
Time fhe fent a Squadron, with Land-Forces on board, to 
the Wefi-Indies, not with fimple or ambiguous Orders for 
makhig Reprifals^ but exprefs Orders to attack the Spanijb 
Settlements; and accordingly they took and plundered 
St, J ago; one of the Cape Ferd lil^Jids, as alfb moft Part of 
the Ifland of St. Domingo, the Town of Cartagena, and the 
Towns of St, Antonio and St, Helena in Florida. The very 
next Year after the Return of this Fleet, fBe fent another un-' 
der the fame Admiral, Drake, to lYitOoK^oi Spain, whicfar 
did not lie to be ftared at off of any of their Ports, but al- 
tered the Harbour of Cadiz and the River of Lififon, and 
burnt a great Number of Ships ; and tho* the Admiral had 
no Land- Forces on board, yet he landed at feveral Places 
upon the Coaft of Spain, and ravaged the whole Country 
round : At the fame Time fhe fent Cavendijh to the South 
Seas, wh6re he ravaged the whole Coafl of Chili and Feru, 
and returned to England with a Booty vafHy rich. The Year 
following was the Year of the Spanijb Armado, the Fate of 
which J need not relate. The next Year, with the Afli^ 
tance of fome private Adventurers, fhe fent a Fleet and 
Army againft Spain itfclf, where they landed at feveral 
Places, beat ah Army that was fent againft them, and 
might have got great Booty, if they had not amusM them- 
felves with reiloring the dethroned King of Portugal, The 
four or five Years next following, that great Queen was 
chiefly employed in afCfling Henry the IVth of France againU 
the Spaniards and his own rebellious Subjects ; and in the 
Year 1596, a new Fleet and Army was fent againfl Spain 
under the Earl of Ejfex, who took the City of Cadiz, burnt 
or took all the "Ships in the Harbour, and after having done 
the Spaniards an infinite deal of Mifchief^ returned to Ejeg^ 
land with a moft confideraUe Booty, 
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* Befides thefe, ttiy Lords^ thfere were feveral other' £xpe- AoA. Y40^.1I« 
didons of lefs Note undertaken againll the Sfdniards in that ^ JJ*^ 
Reign ; and if we did not, at that Time, keep PolTeffion of * 
any of the Places we took fom th^ Enemy in the Weft^ Indies^ 
it was becau& we did not theo fo well know the Beneifit of 
Settlements in that Part of the VVorld. But if Queen Eliza-^ 
btfb did not pufh the War againft Spain with fo much Vigour 
as fhe might have done, there were two Reafons for it^ which 
do not jiow fubM. In the firft Place, our Trade, which 
was then in its Infancy, fuiBFered but very litde by the VV ar^ 
and we were yearly getting great Riches by plunidering the 
Enemy at Sea or Land.; and, in the next Place, that gra» 
cious Queen was extremely fhy of loading her Subjefls with 
any Taxes, or putting the Public to any Expence. • When 
ibe found herfetf under no Neceflitv to fend out Forces to at- 
tadc the £neniy,'or ^fl her AUies^ fhe kept no Army or 
Squadron at home to be a Burden and Chppreffion npon her 
own Sufajeds. She raifrd no Armies, nor atted out any Squa^* 
drons, but whtn fhe had immediate Occafion for them, or 
was in imminent Ihinger ; and as foon as the Service, or tho 
Danger was over, fhe difmiffed her Armies, and paid off her 
Squadrons. I wifh I could fay, we have held the fame Con<* 
dud' ever ftnoe, or that we now hold fuch a Conduct. 

' ' Having thus explained Queen Eli%abetb*% Cpnda^t, I 
fhall be but very fbort, my Lords, with regard to Oli<vef 
Crof»itjeirs, It is well known, he began his War with Spain 
by the Conqueft of Jamaica^ which has fince brought in io 
many Millions Stirling to England ; and, if it had not been 
for a Mifhke in his General, he would probably have be^un 
it with the Conqueil olSt. DomingOy which would have been 
an Acquifltion h^ much greater Confequence to this King* 
dOQi. If he did not fecond his Blow in the We ft -Indies, it 
was becaufe he engaged with the Frencb in their War againfl 
the Spaniards in th€ Netherlands ^ by which he got PofTef- 
iioft dS the important City and Port of Dunkirk ; and he died 
in little more than two Months after he had made this new 
and important Acquiiition, which we might to this Day have 
had in our Pofieffion, if the Pariiameut« upon the Reftoration^ 
had dpne their Duty, and annexed it to the Crown of Eng" 
land, I wifh^ the Nation may never again fuffcr by the fame 
fort of Niegic^. 

* Thus your Lordfhips fee, that both in Queen Elizabetb\ 
and CromwelPs Time, we began the War again^ Spain, by 

r' ing t|ktm a ^crr Blow in the Wefi-Indies. Have we done 
now ? Siich a Rlow^might eafily have bcei]^ given at the 
beginning of this Wsir ; hat it will grow t\cry Year more 
and more difficult, and is therelbce not to l)p hoped f^r ftoxxh 
»f40. 4H thofi? 
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4iin.«fQflo. II. thofe Who tieglefted to give it at the Beginning. It' is ndw 
«74®- ^ above a Year lince the War was declared : It is near eighteen 
Months fince Hoftilitics were refolved on : What have we yet 
done ? The War has already coft the People of this Nation 
above Three Million Sterling s and, except what Admiral 
Vernon has done, I (hall noc fay without Orders, but 1 anE& 
fve without exprefs Orders, we have not done the Enemy- 
Three Farthings Worth of Damage. I do not reckon taking 
their Ships, becaufe, in that Way, I am convinced they are 
more than equal with us. Can die People be Satisfied with 
fttch a Return for the . Money they have fo chearfuUy ad^ 
vanced ? My Lords, if the Nation be inflamed, it is not by 
fcditions Libels, but by weak Meafures, by Meafures that are 
univerfaUy condemned ; and from our Hiftones it will ap* 
pear, that the People of England were never univer£dly in 
the Wrong. Whilft any. Douot remains, they will hear, they 
will attend to what is iaid on both. Sides ; and they ieldom^ 
in general, judg^ amifs. fiut when weak Meafures are fop- 
ported by weak Arguments, i do not wonder at the People* s 
refufmg to read Papers, where they can expe^ neither Senfe, 
Wit, nor Amufement. 

. * But in Fadl, my Lords, I do not think there iire any &Ue 
or feditious Libels publifhed, unlefs it be thofe called Ga^ 
^tteers ; and fuppoie there were, fhall this Houfe defcend io 
far beneath its Dignity, as to become a Court of Jnquifition 
into the Authors and Publifiiers of Pamphlets and News** 
Papers? This, my Lords, is the proper 6n£neis of a AfiV- 
^Ue/ix Juftice cf Peace. * If we ftiould take tjieir Bufinefs up* 
on lis, I am fure I fhould be for turning all Strangers out 
of tlie Houfe, becaufe I Oiould be afhamed of what w& were 
about. I (hould then, indeed, be ibr keeping our Doors ihut ; 
but whim we do nothing unbecoming, and when we have no 
* important Secrets under Deliberation, it is an Advantage to. 
us to have as many Strangers admitted as poflible, becaide 
the Dignity, the Juflice, and the Candour of our Proceed^ 
ings are thereby publilhed to the World. 

* My Lords, it is not by excluding all forts of Strangers, 
that you arc to preferve the ancient Dignity oF this Afiem* 
bly : It is by excluding all manner of Quibbling, Imperti* 
nence, Deoeity Weaknefs, and Corruption. Thefe, I hope, 
are Strangers here: I hope your Lordfhips will take care 
never to admit any one of them within thefe Walls ; but by 
excluding other Strangers, when you have nothing of a fecrec 
Nature under Conflderatipn, you will only raife a Jealoniy: 
of the Dignity of your Proceedings ; and if .this Jesbufy 
ihould become general without Doors, you tvill in vain feek 
for Kefpe^ among the People.* 

Lvd 


. Lord Betsey. ^ 4o*; ^ 

' My Lards, as fo much haa been already (aid upon this Xord Hfru€y. 
Qneftion, I cannot propofe to entertaili your Lordlliips with ^ 
any Thing new upon the Subjeft, and therefore (hoald have 
avoided giving you any TrouWe at this Time.; but I think 
the Quelfion ib important and dangerous, that I could not 
kave forgiven myfelf, had fuch a Queilion been 2fgreed to, 
without my teftifying previouily my Diflike to it. It has, 
I think, on all Sides been acknowledged, that nothing can, 
that nothiivg ought to induce any Lord to give his AfTent to 
this Que^n, but a thorough Convidion, that our Condu^ 
in the V¥ar hidierto has been moil intolerably bad. Now,- 
my Lords, in order to have fuch a Conviction, I think there- 
at feveral other Things neceffary, beiides a competent Skill 
in military AfFairs. Wc ought to know the prefent Circum- 
ftonces of this Nation in every Refpeft : We ought to know 
i^e prefent Circumfiances of the Enemy in every Part of 
their Dominions ; ^ Strength and Condition of their Fleets 
and FortifKations ; the Number and State of their Land 
forces and Ganibns ; and the Capacity, Temper, and Qua- 
lifications of their Miniilers, Governors, and Commanders :- 
And farther,' we ought to know the prefent Interefts and 
Views, as well as the Strength, of all the Powers in Europe^ 
tiiat may declare for us . or agaii^ us ki the prefent War. 
Without a competent Knowle<^e in 2X\ thcfe Particulars, as 
well as in the Nature of military AiFairs in general, I think, 
we judge lafhly, if we pafs fuch a Sentence upon our paA 
Condtttt in this War, as to fay, it has been intolerably weak 
or imprudent ; and as I can pretend to no iuch Knowledge, 
I cannot pais fuch a Sentence ; confequently, according to 
what ha& been allowed of all Sides, I ought not to' declare 
for a general Enquiry into the Conduft of the War, pendente^ 
I ihall not fey, flagrante Beila^ and therefore, I ought not 
to agree to this Queftibn. 

* How People's Sentiments about the proper Methods for* 
obtaining Redrefs, or for profecuting the War, come to vary 
fo much as they do, I do not know ; but, my Lords, when 
HoAilities iirft began to be talked of, I think it was the ge- 
neral Opinion, that we ought not to bedn with declaring 
War a^unft Spain^ for fear of alarming the other Powers of 
Entope ; and becaufe, by fending bur Squadrons; out to make 
Repnfals, we might fodn be able to get fufhcient ka repair- 
ing the Damage furred by our Merchants, and to compel 
Spain to give us Security for the Freedom of our IVade ^nd 
l^avigatioir in Time to come. And in onter to pitevent theip 
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. t4G«>.n. being able to do as any Mifchief, the moft pradent Mediod 
'74O' ^ was tkought to be, to prevent their fending out dftyVSqla* 
iron, by blocking it up in Port. Thefe, I fey, were Peoples 
Sentiments, wheiiHoitilities firft begsn 'to be talkM of:>I 
hope they have not varied for no other Reaibn, but becaufe* 
our Miniflers fell into thefe Sentiments, and purfoed thefe 
very Methods. Now, my Lords, if it would have been im-' 
prudent in us to have begun with a bedaration of War a-- 

Sainil Spain, I am fare, it would have been more impm- 
ent, and would have given a greater Alarm, to have be- 
gun with an £]q>edition for making any Conquefts upon, 
tnem, either in Europe or America. But fappofe, my Loids, ^ 
lire luid refolved to begin the War in this Manner, it was- 
not really in our Power ; we had no Land Forces to fpare 
at the Beginning of the War, nor could we fend inore Ships 
to the Weft' Indies J than were adtually ient, confidering the- 
great Number of Ships we were obliged to employ for bkxdc- 
mg up the £nemy*s Squadron at Cadh^ for protecting oor 
Trade at home and abroad, and for guarding our own Coafts 
againft any Invafion that might be defign*d againft us, either 
by Spain, or any other Power in Europe ; and confidering. 
the great Diftreis we were in at the beginning of the War 
lor want of Seamoi. 

' Tho' I do not pretend, my Lords^ to any ffeat Skill in. 

military AfBurs, nor to any great Knowledge in Hilbry, yet 

X could undertake to ihew, that, at the beginning of this 

War, the Spaniards were better provided for their Defence, 

both in Old Spain and Amerira, than they were either in 

Q^een £iixaheth\ or Olivier CronFwgiPs Time ; and that 

it was left in our Power to hart them, than it was at either 

of thofe Periods. In C^ieen £iixafyitif*& Time, it is true, 

the King of Spain had great Armies on Foot ; but his Ai^ 

mies were moftly employed in Itafy and the Nttheriands : 

He had not in S^tain near fuch a numerous Army as they 

have at prefent, tho' he was then in PoiS^on of P^rtngai, 

which he had conquered but a few Years before, and, ocnie- 

quently, h^ the whole CoAft of Portugal, as well as die 

Coa^ of Stain, to defend againft our Invafions. And with 

regard to their Settlements in the IVtfi^Indiest die Spamimds 

had then no leguUr Troops in that Part of die World, nor 

were the Inhabitants nearib numerous as^c^ are at pre- 

lent. Then, my Lords, with regafd to the Forttfcations, 

it iscertam, that moft c^ the Sea-Ports, both iA QidSfain 

lUid Amerka^ are now much bettel- fortiied dian they were 

in Queen EHzaheriPt Time, eipecially the tVnt and City of 

Cadiz. I for fevetai a^w Works havfc £n€e been added to the 

Fofti&attioaa of d»CiQr^ alid kwcA new Cafiles budt for 

defi»ding 
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Mllndihg.Ae Harbour i aiidy«t» even at thai Time/ the Sue*- Ala* r#Oeo»IV 
ceTs of the Es^dition under the Earl of EJ/ix wa^ more ^ '7jP« 
owiog to a hidcy Acddent^ than to the Weaknefs of thft 
Place, or to the Vigour and Condud of our Attadc. 

' * From thefe CoDfideratkms^ my Lords,. I muii conchide» 
that it is not now fo eafy to attack the Dominions of S^ift,. 
either in Europe or America^ as it was in Queen EiitgaiefPs 
Time ; and, with Re^d to the Strength of this Nation,, tho** 
Qoecn Elixabetb' ^ not keep a regular Standing Army in 
oontimial Pay, becaofe it was not then the Cuilom iir this olr 
any other Country in Europe to do fo» yet fhe had always an- 
Anny at Command^ of as good Troops as any that could tei 
broueht againft her ; and the Militia of this Kingdom was 
then oetter disciplined, and more to he depended on» than ib 
18 at prefeat. Oor own Hiftories inform us, that in the Year 
1^88, wh^n the Spant/h Armad9 was fent out againlt thiar 
Nktion^ Queen ^lixabetb had an Army of 40,000 Men af-^ 
iembled) befides a weU-difciplined and well-armed Militia, 
aii ready to march s^nft the £nemy, if they had landed in 
any Part of this liland ; and therefore we cannot be furpriz'd 
at her being able to foid a fmall Body of Troops to attack die 
Spaniards in the Wtsft-lniits^ as fooit as (he j-efbived lapoil' 
a Rapture with that Nation. To thefe Advantages I muft' 
add, that Queen EUxfiUtb was in no Danger of being at-' 
tack*d at the fame Time by franct^ nor was die Power of 
die Qx>wn of France near fo formidable as it is at prefent. • 

. * This hdl Advantage, my Lords, was hkewife enjoyed hf 
OUtfer Creotweil^ when he. lefolrM upon a Rupture witk. 
Spaik ; and he had a much greater reguhu- Army on Foot^« 
tban we iud at the Beginning of the'prefent War : 6efides» 
the Goveintnent of ^pain was then undo* fo weak an Admi^ 
niftpation, that it was hardly able to fupport idelf, and much. 
lefs to attack him in either of diefe Iflands ; therefore he wa» 
in no Danger of beiqs invaded at homc^ Jtid tonfequemlr^ 
might fpere a few of his IVoops for attacking the Spafttarofi 
in the if^MieSf without expdtfing the domefhc Tranqai*' 
lity of die Nadon to any Danger ot being difhiibed. Was: 
tkis our Ca& at the Beginniliff oTthe {HefentWar ? Can it; 
be iaid, with any ConfidenQe* that we were in no Danger of 
havii^ our domeftic Traw^iiht^ difturbed by anlnv^on, 
in om we had fent out any Part of the (inall Arttiy we had* 
then on Foot, to attack the Spaniards at Land, eidier in Eit-^ 

rme or Ameriea ? From Spain we were certaiidy in Dan^per 
ti being invaded ; for they wete adually - preparing for it 1 
and tbo' France has not yet, and I hqpe wiU not declare a^ 

ninfi lis, yet, confiderino; the Union between the Crowns of - 

Franu ana ^f«nr, we had aS the Reafim in the World to ba 

upon 
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Aba. i40eo.trcnpDii Qjir Guard, aguofi Frtntte^ a& wll a&^/Mrj^ lor Ae 
^74g' ^ former's having not yet. dccUr'd agaiaft.<is^ mayv pcriiaps^» 
be owing to our not iiending a^y Troops om cMf cIm King- - 
dom, till afcer having increaied our Axaxy by new Z^cvies.- ' 
* Therefore, my Lords, if we have not yet Aiade a^vigoroiif 
Attack upon ^pain, either in Burape or the Wefi^ImJi&Sy it i»* 
not owing to any Imprudence -or Negled in our G)iKki£i:, but} 
to Spain's being now in a better State of Deicnce than it was 
formerly, to tfis Tmall Army we had on Fobt^ orcouldiaife * 
at the vtry Beginning of the War, and to the. great Difficnl-^ 
ties we labourM under in getting Seamen, foe many. Months 
after Hoililities were not only refolvedon, but adiuafiy be-, 
gun ; and consequently, if we ought ngt to expofe the Na** 
tion to the Dangers, Inconveniencies, . and Animofities, > al* 
ways attending Parliamentary Enquiries, imlefs we be can* 
vinced of our Conduct having been exceiTivdy bad, I an> 
Aire, we ought not, at prefent, to a^e to the fetting up of 
any fuch Enquiry, or to any Motion tending that Way. 

' Being thus, my Lords, as I have (hewn, under an utter; 
Inability, or rather Impoffibility, to attack any of the Spanifiitr. 
Dominions at the Beginning cu the War, what were we to. 
do in the mean Time ? Surely,.! think, it wiU he granted^, 
that the mod prudent Thing we could do, till we ihouid have 
Time to augment our Army, and difcipline our new^raifed 
Troops, was, to do the Enemy as much Hurt as poffible at 
Sea, and to take all poifible Care to prevent their being abie. 
to do us any. .For this Pnrpofe, proper Orders were private* 
ly fent to our Commodore in the Weft-Indies ; a SquadrOir 
was fitted out, and fent to intercept the JJiiguei-'lhs^.m tlieir 
Return to Europe^ from whence it wa^ order'd to ikil to the 
Weft-Indies ; and a Reinforcement was (ent to Admind Hadn^ 
dock^ with Orders for him to take his Station off the.Harbouf 
of Cadiz. In this there was a double Defign i for l^ beii^ 
in this Station, he not only blocked up the Spanifi Squadron 
in that Fort, but by in the Way to intercept their rich Shipa- 
returning from the Weft-Indies ; and in both he had as much - 
Succefs, I think, as could well be expeded i iot we have go^ 
two very rich Frizes, and fo far as I remember, noc above 
one rich Sfanift? Ship has efcaped fafely into that Port finee 
the Begionmg of the War. But our blocking up their Sqoa**. 
dron and their Flota in Port was, it feems^ what we ought^ 
not to have done ; becaufe, if both had failed, they could 
have done us no Injury, and we fhould have had a Chance oBi 
meeting with, and deiirpyinz or taking them at Sea. My 
Lords, if their Squadron had failed, it might. perhaps»hai« . 
done great Prejudice to us, before we could ka)»t aa (^k»^ 
tiinity to meet. with and At&xQy it at Sea.; .becaufeJt m^t 

probably 


pt6b3lb}f have tim wftH fom^ of our ttto^ tiumet 6us bt rich- Aim. 14 0». li.. 
eft Fleet of Merchafttmen ; and, hy defeating the Convoy, ^ ^^ 
our Enemies might have made themfelves Mailers of that "* 

whole Fleet. If fuch an Accident zs this had happened, the 
general Complaint would then have been. Why did you al- 
low their Squadron to fail ? Why did not you fend a fupe- 
rior Squadron to block it up in Port f This Complaint wotud^ i 
I think, have been more jvi&lj founded ; and therefore, I 
think our Miniflers were in the right to take the moft proper 
Meafures for preventing fuch a fatal Accident. 

* Then, my Lords, with regard to the FJota, 1 fhall grant, 
that if we could have formed any probable Scheme for inter- 
cepting it at Sea, the befl Way would have been to have al- 
low'd it to fail ; but I muft obferve, that as the Stanijb 
Squadron and Flota lay both in the fame Port, we could not 
Uock up the one, and allow the other to fail ; for the Fhta 
would never venture out, as long as our Squadron lay before - 
the Port, and if our Squadron had not taken up that Station, 
we^ could neither have intercepted the Caracca Ships, nor 
OBuld we have prevented the failing of their Squadron ; be- 
csufe, if I have been rightly inform'd, even the Squadron 
wais ill fuch Readinefs, that it might have iaiPd as foon as the 
Fiot€t^ had not we prevented the failing of both, by flation- 
ing our Squadron off the Bay of Cadiz. 

* But, my Lords, if we had allow'd the Flota to get fair- 
ly out to Sea, it is my Opinion, that we fhould have had but 
a v^ indifferent Chance of meeting with it any where in 
its PafTage to America, It is fuch a wide Sea, and the Courfe 
fo uncertain, that I do not know where we could have fta- 
tion'd any Squadron, fo as to have a probable View of in- 
tercepting the Sfattijh Flota ; and if it fhould have got to 
Cartagena, or any of the other Spawjh Ports in Jmerica^ its 
fare Arrival would have been a great Advantage to Spatn^ 
and a great Prejudice to this Nation. The Spaniards might' 
by degrees have got the Returns home in fingle Ships ; and 
thefe Returns being moltly Gold or^ilver, which are the Si- 
news of War> would have enabled them to fupport, and e- 
ven CO pu(h the War agaiiii); us. Then as the Markets in 
Ntw Spain would, by the Arrival of the Flota, have been 
fupplied with all Sores of European Goods, it would have 
been a great Prejudice to that profitable, contraband Trade, 
which is now carried on in that Part of the "World by the 
Subje^ of this Nation. 

- Thefe Things being confidered, my Lords, I mufl think, 
it was the mofl prudent Step we could take, to flation ouf 
Squadron before the Bay of Cadix, even tho' we thereby 
prevenssd the failing of the Spanijh Flota as well as that ^ 

their 
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k^QflD. ttthfiit' S^i^drot £ wd «a to oar Squ^driHu ailtaimptihg ^ liul 
[74^ , ip, anddeftr^y da^ Ships in that HariMioc, I otoftbeof 
OfOBioOy tku it waidd have been a ^moil raA and daQgerom 
Uadcrtakiog* unleTs our Squadron had ia^cn acpampanied 
with a Land-Army fofici^nt fw befieging and taking th^ 
City of Cadff4t or» at leafl, for taking and def^roying the 
iQany Caffies and Batteries now ere^d fet .dafendtog that 
Harboor. Such an Undertaking aa this^ woukl have required 
a^ greater Aimy ihan we had qq Foot -tn Great Britaim at the 
Beginning of th^ W'ar> evi^a fuppofe we had relblvod to fend, 
every Man of them out of the Kingdom ; and as. £ich «a 
&^iedition would have b^en vainly expeniive, as wemnfl 
havse loft, a v«g Number of Men in the At^n^pt^ if it had-, 
not fucceed^d, wfaieh very pr<^bjy. might have been the 
Caie» there woiikl then have been a rooit genexM and a vaoB^ 
y^ Llamour raifed againft the Meafores ot our Adoiiniira- 
tioQ> in the ProTeculion of the War. 

X have now, my Loid$> briefly anfwered every materiiA^ 
Ql^ei^ion I have l^ard made againft our Condu^ in the pre? 
fent War; except that of the Sftanijk Squadicms efcapii^ 
firit from C^dix^ and v^xt from F^rral ; . and as to both, . it i& . 
piiblidy known/ that they were owing to mere Accidents, 
whidi conld neither be fore&en nor provided agamfl ; • iO' 
that, I think, I have no Occaiion to -take any farther Notice, 
of them. I may i^y the fame with regard to onr Fleet de^' 
%Aed ibr tke Wtfl-Mies^ being fo kng detained in the: 
Channel, after jiie failing of the Sfamftf and Fr4n€h Squa- 
drons ; and therelbre, upon the Whole, I mull conclude* . 
thajt in the War hitherto, we have met with no Misfontiae, 
no^ mifled doing any Thing in our Power to do, hsx wlat 
ha^ been occafion^d by Accidents, which no human Pradeace 
qquld prevent or provide a^inft. 

, ' As this, my Lords, is n^ Way of thinking widi lefpeft 
t]p our.Condu^ hitherto, jn the War we are now engaged in*: 
Ah I think, we have great Reafon to expe£l Suocefs from the 
l^e fpFt of Condu^ in Time to come, .1 am not fo ftmdiu; 
others ipny* perhaps, be of a Change of Hands ; there&ie^. 
] cannot diink we have any Reafon for a general Par]iamea-f 
taryKnquiry into the Coodiidl of the War. Such an knquby 
\i^uld, in my Qpinion, be attended with many Dai^ers, and 
^t none, of the leaft considerable, that it might, perhaps 
QigOafion ^ Cha9gf in our Adminiftra^ion, and might throw 
the future Management of the War into the Hands of th(^^ 
Vi^bo are fo fond & attaddng the Enemy, that thev w<Kiki ex- 

S>fe m to the utmoft Danger of being attack 'd in the moft' 
nfible Part, and m that Way which' wonJd bring the great- 
^ Rm.aftd .Qafohuon upon thia Ifland* I am therefocct 
'■.,^ againlt 
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againft an immediate Enquiry into the Condiid cf the War ; Aan. T4G<*.llr 
and as, without fuch an Enquiry, we can have no Ufc for y 4o« 
the Papers now moved for, I fhall, without any Regard to '^'^^^ ^ 
what may be thought or faid by thb Clamorous without 
Doors^ give my Negative to the Quellion. 

Lord Carteret. 

* My Lords^ in this Debate, as iti itidft others of th^ like tudCart^Nit 
Nature, Fads arc generally contcftcd, or very differently 
reprefented i and when the Juftification or Condemnation of 
a Minifler's Condudl depends upon fuch Fa6b, the different 
Reprefentation of them is one of the ilrongeft Arguments 
that can be made ufe of for an Enquiry into his Conduct. 
The noble Lord fays, the Sentiments of fomc People have 
varied exceedingly fince the Beginning of the War. WhaC 
People his Lordlhip means I do not know ; but the Senti^ 
ments of mbft People I have converfed with, have been 
long, and are ftil!, the fame. They thought long ago, that 
Sfain deferved our higheft Refentment ; ^d that no Treaty^ 
DO Convention, nothing Could fecure the future Freedom oF 
our Trade and Navigation, but our taking a full Revenge 
for paft Injuries, and a real Security a'^inft the like m Time 
to come. By real Security, I mean our taking and holding 
Poffeffion of fome of the Spatttfi Settlements in the ^^- 
Indies} and by a full Revenge I mean our taking Satisfadlibd 
not only for the Damage we have fuftained^ but for all the 
Infolts we have met with. Thefe were the finds we were 
to perfue, according to the Sentiments of all tho(e I con-^ 
veiled with i and every one faw, that neither of thefe Endi 
could be anfwered by Reprifals. Nay^ every one forefaw^ 
that by mutual Reprifals^ we ihould probably be Lofers 
upon the Balance \ but no one, I believe^ forefaw^ that our 
Lofs would rife to fuch a furprizing Height as it has donet 

' My Lords, thro* our whole Co^duS from the Beginning 
of the War» to this very Day, we i'eem to have been afraiS 
of what no reafonable Man could apprehend, and to negle6t 
that Danger, which every reafonable Man had mod Reafoa 
to be afraid of. We have dreaded Invafions; we have 
dreaded what the Enemy might do againil us, by means o^ 
their Squadron?^ and have neglefted the Injuries they might 
do to our Trade by means of their Privateers \ we have 
dreaded giving the A?arm to the otlier Powers of Europe^ by 
our making a vigorous Pa(h againff Spain, whereas we 
ought to have dreaded giving Encouragement to any one of 
them to declare againft us, by a weak or pufiUanimous Pro* 
fecution of the War. If we had confidered cik\y the iDJuriea 
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Vinn, X4.0CO..V. we bad received, and the prefer Mediods to itfent tbem | 

y 4g' ^ if we had begaa by a vigorous Pulh in Jmerica^ and thereby 
jaade ouri'elves, in a great Meafnre, \Jafters, which we 
might have done> of the Spattifif Sentlements in that Part of 
the World ; if we had (hewn, by fending oar Army abroad, 
that we could tnid to oar own Feeble at home, and defpiicd 
the vain Threats of Invaiions, it would have reftored to as 
the Confidence of our Allies, and in that Cafe, thofe Poten- 
tates' in Europe, who can never have Occaiion tOvbe jealous 
of our naval Power, or of the Increafe of our Dominions ip 
jimerica, would have kept in Awe the other Potentates in 
Europe, who, from fuch a Jealoufy, or perhaps from a 
worie Motive, might have inclined to join with Spain 
againd us. But fuch a Condu^ as this could hardly, in- 
deed, be expefted from thofe, who had for twenty Years 
together purfued Maxims of a dmGt contrary Nature ; and 
who, bv purAiing fuch Maxims, have now at laft brought 
the Audks of Europe into the utmoil Confufion, and the 
Affairs of this Nation almoft to the Brink of Perdition. 

* To pretend, my Lords, that we are not to take the 
snoH effectual Methods for bringing the Enemy to Reafon, 
js a Maxim that muft deilroy itfelf, or it will dedroy the 
Nation, by rendering the War between Spain and us per- 
petual. I hope i^ IS now laid aiide; for if it is not, I do 
not know what we intend by the Land Force and ftrong 
Squadron now^ent to the Weft- Indies : If they are not to be 
employed in fuch a Manner, as may be difagreeable to fome 
pf f he Friends of Spain, I am fure, they are not to be em- 
ploy 'd in any Manner, that can be beneficial to this Nation, 
or eiFeftual tor compelling Spain to do us Juftice ; and there- 
fore, I am forry to hear fuch an Argument made ufe of in 
Excufe for our Method of beginning the War, becaufe it 
gives me a moft ungrateful Sufpicion, that the fame Argu- 
ment is hereafter to be made ufe of, for mifapplying the 
Force now fent to the Weft-Indies. 

* Butitfeems, my Lords, befidethisof giving; the Alarm 
to the other Powers of Europe, we had another Reafon, and 
if it were true, I (hall grant, a much better one, for not 
beginning the War by fending out a Land Force to attack 
fome of the 5/fl»^ Settlements in ^jwmctf; which is. That 
it was not in our Power ; and in order to eftablifh this Fad, 
the noble I^ord endeavoured to (hew, that Spain is now in 
better State for Defence, and this Nation in a worfc State, 
for Ofiencc, than in the Days of Queen Elizabeth: This, 
I muil fay, (eems to me a Sort of Paradox ; it is fomewhat 
grange, that the Crowa of Spain, when poflefted of For- 
tugal as wejUi as Spain^ and when pofTeiTed of a great Part of- 
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Jgafyy a&d alinoil the whole feveQteen Prtfyioces 6f thtMhci^O^Jti 
Tfitber lands, feven of which havc^iliice made fuch. a Figure i74»» 
in (he World ; I fay, it is fomewhat flrange> that in thefe 
Cijrcumflances the Crown of Spiain (hottld not be in a better 
State, either for OITence or Defence^ than it is at prefent*. 
Perhaps they had not -at that Time fo many old regular 
Regiments, in Spain and Poriiugaly as they, have now in 
Sfain : But had we any fuch Regiments in Etighftd in the 
Days of Queen Elixahttb? Every one knows we had not : 
She never kept up a ilandiog Army ; ihe never raifed any 
Troops or Regiments^ till (he had Occafion lor them i as 
foon as they were raifed^ they were fent upon the Service 
defigned ; and as foon as the Service was over they were 
difbanded,. and obliged to betake themfelves to their former 
induilrious^ Employments. Were not then the Militia or 
new-4*aired Troops of Sfaiuj as good as any Militia or new* 
railed Troops (he had to fend againil them f If they were 
not» it was becaufe the common Men of this Nation are 
naturally better Soldiers than the common Men of Spain ; 
and this Difference^ I hope, dill fubilils ; for as our com-^ 
mon People^ or what fome Gentlemen now very miich afFe£b 
to call them,, the Mob» have more Liberty, they mtift 
of courfe have better Spirits and more Courage, than the 
common Men in the Country, where they are in a manner 
Slaves ; and as the common People of Spainy, have now, nei- 
ther Arms, Difcipline, nor Courage^ equal with any Troops 
we can fend againd them, therefore it would now be more 
eafy to land and make Inroads upon their Coaft, than it was 
in. the Days of Queen Elix'ibeth ',. for if they had a much 
more numerous Army than they have,, every Part of their 
Coaii: could not be provided with a Body of regular Troops 
ready to oppofe the Invaders at their firil Landing.. 

* With regard therefore^ my Lords, to Troops or Armies^^ 
it is evident,, I think, that Spain is not now in fuch a good 
State of Defence, as it was in Queen Eli«abeih\ Time ; and 
with regard to their Fortifications, if the Arts of Fortifica- 
tion have very much improved fznce that Time,' the Arts of 
Attacking or fiefieging have kept equal, or rather a much 
quicker Pace ; for Sieges, even of the befl fortified Places, 
do not ufually now laft fo long, as Sieges then did, of Places 
which would noW be looked on, as very weakly fortified. 
For this Reafon, my Lords, we are not to judge of the Diffi- 
culty of attacking a Place, from its being now much better 
fortified than it was 150 Years ago ; we are to judge from 
theMethodsnow in Ufe for Attacking, if we know them, 
or from the Opinions of thofe that do ; and, 1 believe, moil 
Engineers will tell us» that very few, if any of the Harbours 
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Ann. i4<kokU»4!i£Sfaifty are Proof agaiaft the Nar^ ciEngiaudi when it is 
1740. pioperly comtuandod. properly provided, and, abore aU, 
properly inilrttdlcd. 

^ The next Paradox I am to take Notice of, my Lords, 
i$, that we are not now in fo good a Condition for a&ing 
upon the OffenEve againfl Spain^ as we were in Queen Eli- 
Kabethh Time, This likewife is fomewhat ftranee : The 
«vhote Ifland of Gruti- Britain is now united, and befides, 
we are now in Pofie£Gion of mbft exienfive and populous Set- 
tlements in America ; and yet,* we have it not now fo much in 
our Power to attack Spain, either in Europe or Jmerica, 2% 
in Queen Eli7utbeih\ JReign, when the Idand was divided 
into two feparate and diflinfi Kingdoms, and when we 
had &w or no Settlements of our own in America. Jf it Teally 
be fo, I am fure, it cannot proceed from the Nature of 
things, but from the Weaknefs of our kte Councils; and 
this ought to be a prevailing Argument with every Lord that 
thinks fo, for relolving upon an immediate Enquiry into 
our late Condu£l, and confequently for agreeing to this 
Motion. 

* But the great Advantage enjoyed both by Queen Elka- 
hith and Oliver Cromwell^ above what we enjc^ at prefect, 
confided, it feems, in this, that neither of them were under 
the leaft Apprehenfions of an Jnvafion from France ^^X the 
Time they refolved on a Rupture with Spain. My Lords, 
if Queen Elizabeth was under no Appreheniions of an Inva* 
jRon from France, it was owing entirely to the Wifdom and 
Steadihefs of her preceding Councils. If (he had not coub* 
tenanced and aiTiiled the United Provinces in throwing off the 
Yoke of Spain : If ihe had not countenanced and affiled the 
Proteflants of France : If fte had not moft artfully managed 
the Court of Scotland i the United Provinces would have 
been reduced and opprefled ; the Duke of Gui/e^s Fa^n 
would have prevailed and been at the Head of AfEuh in 
France ; and the King of Scotland might perhaps have en- 
tered into the Catholic League againft her. If ihe had, by 
thinking of nothing but little, temporary Expedients, aHowra 
the Affairs of Europe to have been brought to this Pais, fhe 
would probably have been invaded from Flanders, Fronee, 
Spain and Scotland^ at one and the fanne Time ; and in th^s 
Cafe, neither her Fleets nor her Armies, nor even the Aik&.i" 
ons of her People, which was more than all, would have 
been able to prevent her Ruin ; but ihe fore&w the diAant 
Danger, and by bold, as well as wife Councils, difconcerted 
all the Schemes of her Enemies, before they could bring 
them to Perfedlion. Had we of late purfued fuch Councih, 
we ihould not now^ perhaps have feen fudi an lotion of 
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Councils between this Courts of PrakcesLrtd Spam ; or if we Aim, x4Peo. A« 
liad, wc Ihouki have had no gwat Occaiion to dread either ..'740; 
the Union of their Counfels, or the tjnion of thefr Arms: ^"■^•^V" ^^ 
Bat we have purfued quite different Meafures ; we have long 
laboured, and at a great Expence too, to reconcile thofe two 
Courts, though it was our Intereft to labour inceffantly at 
fowing Difcord between them ; and by cultivating a Friend- 
ibxp with France, which muft always be deftru£tive to this ' 
Nation, and entertaining fbange Jealoufies of thofe, whofe 
Fricndihip it was our Bufmefs to cultivate, we have over- 
turned that Syftem of Politics in Europe, upon which the 
Safety of this Nation, as well as the Liberties of Europe, 
vtsry ouich depended. 

* Now, my Lords, with regard to O/iver Cr^mnvetl ; he 
was not, it is true, under any Apprehenlions of an Invafion 
fipom France, when he refblved upon a Rupture with Spain, 
becauie thefe two Nations were then engaged in War ; but, 
aS'Spaift was then in Poffeffion of all the Ports ofFianJers, and 
even of Dunkirk itielf, if Cromnvell was not afraid of an In- 
vafion from Spain, it did not proceed from the Numerouf- 
nefA of his Army, or from the AfFedtions of the People, but 
from^ hds own fearlefs Spirit, which was very different from 
the %)irit that Teems of late Years to have influenced all our 
Counfels. Nor was the Government of Spain, at that Time, 
Uiider fo weak an Adminiftratioii, as has been reprefented t 
for they defended themfelves fo bravely, and were fuch an 
ei^ual Match for France, notwithftanding their being engag- 
ed 3X the fame Time in a War with Portugal, that France 
was glad to court the Affiflance of Cromfwell, and to promifc 
him Dunkirk, as foon as it fhould be taken from the Spani" ' 
mrds. Had Cromwell been at the Head of fuch a lawful 
efiablifbed Government as the prefent ; had he been chief 
Minifter to a Kmg that enjoyed fo much the AfFedlions of 
his People, as his prefent Majefty does, he would have def- 
pHed the Fears of an Invafion; either from France or Spain ; 
aX leaf! he would not, on that Account, have delayed, for 
pne Moment, doing what he knew to be abfolutely necefTary 
for the compelling the Spaniards to do Juflice to his King 
and Mailer. 

I hope, my Lords, I have now fhewn, that at the Be- 
gtnn^g of this War, we had it in our Power to follow the 
Example of Qieen Eliicaheth and Cromwoeli, by beginning 
lim War with an Attack upon the Enemy at Land ; and that 
we might have attacked them both in Spain znd Jmetica 
with a probable View of Succefs, if we had not been fright- 
ened out of our Senfes by that Phantom, called an Invanon. 
With x^gatd to OU Spain, I have often declared myfelf, and .^ 
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Adm, t4.C3«ck H. it is Ml my Opinicm» that we ought not to fend out zvif Ba- 
^74Q« ^ dy of Land- Forces for attacking the Enemy in that Quarter,, 
becauie we cannot propofc to carry on a Land War there, 
or to keep Poffcffion of any of the Places we may make our- 
felvcs Matters of ; all we can, or ought to think » of is, to 
make Inroads upon their open Coafl, and for this Purpofe 
our Seamen and Marines may, I think, . do as well as a Body 
of regular Land-Forces. If we* had refolved upon this Me- 
thod of harrafling the Enemy, in order to make their Peo- 
ple fenfible of the War, our Squadron under Admiral Had-^ 
dock might have done them great Damage, and kept them, 
in continual Alarms, by plundering many Places upon the 
open ,Coafl, and by burning and defboying the Soips ia 
many of their Har^om^ j for I muft join with other noble 
Lords in thinking, that it was very needleis to keep that 
Squadron conilandy in its Station before t2adi%, becaufe, if 
we had at firft fent a fufficicnt Force to the Weft-Indief, we 
had no Occafion to block up their Squadron in Port, and- 
much lefs their Flota. T'hcir Squadron would not have 
dared to have cruifed in the open Seas, for intercepting any 
of our Fleets of Merchantmen, . for fear of being itfelf mtcr- 
cepted by our Squadron ; and if we had kept a good Look- 
out, about the Leeward and Carihbee Ifknds, we mighty 
very probably, have intercepted the Flota in its Paflage to 
America ; or if we had not, we fhould, probably, have had 
a good Share of the Returns, by Means of our Privateer* 
and Cruifers, if the Sfaidards had attempted to bring. them 
to Europe in fingle Ships. 

* But, my Lords, fomc of thofe who have the Direction 
of our Councils, were really, I believe, afraid, left w^ 
Ihoold intercept the Stamjh hlota ; and their Fears proceed- 
ed from a Miftake which I have heard mentioned oy foroe 
of their Friends in this Houfe. They iniagine, my Lords, 
that the French, Dutch, Italians, and perhaps fome of our 
own Merchants, have a large Share of Property in the Car- 
goes of the .Spanijh Flota and Galleons ; and that confe- 
quently, if we fhould lay hold of any of them, it would 
involve our Government in endlefs Difputes with our Neigh- 
bours. This, my Lords, is a downright Miftake : No Fo- 
reigner can have any Share cither in Ship or Cargo. They 
muft all be in the Names of Spaniards ; and therefore the 
Whole would be lawful Prize, if we fliould happen to take 
them. If Foreigners had any latent Claims on Ship or 
Cargo, we neither could, nor ought to admit them : In 
Time of War no Nation does fo ; If the ' Ship appears to 
belong to an Enemy, both Ship and Cargo become the law- 
ful Priae of the Captors, exc^t in thofe Cafes -that are ex* 
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"pK^ jmmded for by Treaty, after the .firft breaking out ai*. i4^o.H. 
o( a War ; and even in thefe, the Claim xnoft appear by - T740. 
the.Envoyces or Bills of Lading, and not by latent Deeds, 
which m^ight afterwards be forged on Purpofe to make a 
Claim. Therefore, if we had intercepted the SfaniJ^ Flota^ 
ve fiiotdd not have been involved in any Difputes with ouar 
Friends, becaufe none of them could have had a juii Pre- 
tence Co diipute the Property with us ; and, I hope, we are 
not brought fo low, as to be obliged to admit of Pretences 
that 3xt not founded in Jailice and the Law of Nations. 

^ It is pretended, I £nd, my Lords, by all thoiie who 
have fpoke againft tiiis Motion, that the Efcape of the Spa- 
nifif Squadron from Cadiz and ferrol, zad the Arxuval of 
the French and Spanijb Squadrons in the Wefi-lndies^ fo 
Jong before we fent any Relief or Reinforcement to Admiral 
Vemofty were owing to mere Accidents, which could not be 
provided againil by human Prudence. My Lords, this is the 
very Cafe in Queftion, and the very Cafe we are to enquire 
into. It 4s generally thought, that all Accidents have been 
with us« inltead ol being againll us ; or that if any have 
been againft us, they were fuch as might have been pre- 
vented, or provided againft by a very fmall Share of humaa 
Prudence. I have Reafon, I think, to believe, ths^t except 
forto Bella and Chagraj we have reaped no Advantage in 
this War but what has happened by Accident. Our taking 
the Caracca'^\iv^ was plainly owing to Accident ; for it 
was highly injprobable any Spanijh Ship fhould approach the 
Bay of Cadiic, while our Squadron lay before it. The Ca- 
racca-SYii^ would not, if they had not by Accident miffed 
meeting with any of the Advice-Boats fent out by the Spa- 
niat ds to give Notice where our Squadron was ftationed ; 
which fhews, that the appointing of our Squadron to lie in any 
certain Station, was the worft Method we could take, for in- 
tercepting the rich Spanijh Ships in their Return from the 
Wefi' Indies. If we had intercepted the y^^»w-Ships, it 
woiuld have been entirely owing to Accident ; for, notwith- 
ftanding our talking fo much of our Cecret Intelligence, it 
appeared, that we knew nothing of the Courfe they were to 
fleer. In fhort, during the whole Courfe of the War, I do 
not know of one Capture that has been made but by Acci - 
dent, or by the good Conduft of fome of our private Cap- 
tains : None have been made by the good Condudt of our 
Mioiflers ; but, I am fure, the Spaniards have made man/ 
apon us by the bad Conduft of our Minifters. Our Mer- 
chants have fuffered in a moft furprizing Manner : If there 
were no other. Sufpicion of Mifcondudl, this alone defervej, 
and ought to^be enquired into by Parliament i for the Enemy 
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Ann. 14 Ceo. II. have fuch a Number of Privateers at Sea, and we hear fo 
■ ^^ . ^'^^c ^ ^ur Cruifcrs, that if our Merchant-Ships which fail 
^ ^^~ ^ without, or arc feparated from their Convoy, mifs being ta- 
ken, I muil afcribe it to mere Accident ; andj as it has been 
already obierved, I do not know, but that the Safety of Ad 
miral Femon and oar Sagar-^Iflands is to be afcribed to the 
iame Caufe. 

* Thus, my Lords, from what publidy appears, all Ac- 
cidents feem to have been in our Favour : If any have been 
againfl us, let us know them in a Parliamentary Way : Let 
us enquire into them ; and then we can determine, whether 
they ought to be admitted as an Excuie for our Conduct. A 
Klotion for an Enquiry, and much lefs a Motion for enabling 
Qs to enquire, is no final Judgment. If the Rules laid down 
by the noble Lord who fpoke lafl, were to be admitted, no 
Man could move for an Enquiry into a Minifter^s Condudl^ 
but the Minifler himfelf ; for if one is not to move for an 
Enquiry^ unlefs he judges the Minider^s Condudl, to have 
been exceifively bad, and if he can form no fuch Judgment^ 
without knowing all that the Minifler knows, and all that he 
ought to know, no fuch Enquiry could ever be moved for 
but by the Miniibr himfelf, the Abfurdity of which I need 
not explain. But this, lay Lords, is not the Rule : When 
we are confidering, whethei or no we ought to enquire into 
a Minifler's Condud, we are to judge from the known Cir- 
cumftances and Appearances of Things ; and if from them 
his Conduct feems to be fufpicious, we ought to reiblve upon 
an Enquiry, and to call for every Thing we think neceffary 
for that Purpofe. The Judgment we then form, is not fi- 
nal even as to his Conduct ; becaufe, when we enter upon 
that Enquiry, he will have an Opportunity to juflify his 
Meafures, by laying before the Houfe thofe private infor- 
mations whivh were his .\'iotives for purfuing or advifing fuch 
Meafures ; and from thefe we may find that Condud to be 
right, which, according to the public and known Appear- 
ances of Things, feemed to be exceifively bad. 

' This, my Lords, is the only Rule we can lay down to 
ourfelves, in all Deliberations, whether or no we ought to 
enquire into the Whole, or any Part of a Minifler's Conduft* 
This fhall always be my Rule ; and according to this, I 
think myfelf obliged, both in Duty to my King, and in 
Duty to my Country, to concur with my noble Friend in 
^ the Motion he has made to you.' 

The Queilion was then put upon the faid Motion, Con- 
f^sjedea. tent 41, Not Content 5^. And it was Refolved in the Ne- 

gative. 
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DiJJiniieni, 
« I. Becaufe we conceive, that the« nerer were Inftruc-Aan. i4Geo;}T. 
tlons more neceflliiy to be examin'd, than thofe contain'd in 1740. 
this Queftion, in order to enable us to difchargc our Duty, ^ ^^^ ^^" ^mJ 
both as Coiinfeflors to his Majefty, and- Guardians of the P'otcfi thereon. 
Nation. 

* The known and aftoniftiing InaAion, for the Space of 
above Two Years, of a great and powerful Fleet, fitted out 
and maintainM at an immenfe Expence to the Nation, fixes 
a heavy Charge either upon the Commander of that Squa- 
dron, or upon thofe who gave hhn his Inllruflions. But 
ivhen we compare the experienced Courage and Abilities of 
Rear- Admiral Haddock , upon all former Occafions, with the 
inglorious Inftrudlions given hy this Adminiftration to the 
ijeveral Admirals employed for thefe lall Twenty Years, we 
cannot, as at prefent inform'd, but impute this unaccountable 
Ina£tion to theWeaknefs or Pufillanimity of thofe, whofe In- 
ftrudtions, we are perfuaded, he with Concern obey'd. And 
we are confirm'd m this Opinion, by his being ftill continued 
in that Command, which a Difobedience to his Inflrudlions 
would have forfeited. 

* a. Becaufe we think it neceirar)% that the Houfe fhould 
be fully inform'd, by what fatal Miftake, Negligence, or 
Defign, the Spanijh Squadron at Cadiz, fo long block'd 
up in that Port, while tney were neither ready, nor the Sea- 
fon of the Year fit for 'em to go out, (hould have been, j>y 
the foddcn withdrawing of our Fleet in the Mediterr-aneany 
permitted to fail without Moleftation, as foon as they were 
fit, and the Seafon favourable. And we cannot, as at pre- 
fent inform'd, impute that unhappy Meafure to Sir Chaloncr 
dile, fince. Orders of that great Importance ought to be con- 
ceived in the cleareit, plaiiieft, ahd leall ambiguous Terms' ; 
which, had he miftaken, he would not have been, as he now 
is, entrufted with the Command of fo great a fleet, and 
with the Interpretation of Inftrudlions *of itill greater Confe- 
quence. Nor can we conceive, that the Communication of 
Orders relating only to Sailing, and the Change of Station, 
can fttfiiciently clear up a Point of that gfeat Importance. 

* 3. Becaufe we think that the ftale Objeilion, that the 
Communication of thefe Inftruftions may dilcover to our E- 
nemies intended Defigns and Attempts, can have no Weight 
upon this Occafion, when the Reaibn foV calling for thofe ' 
Inflruftions, is, becaufe no one Attempt of any Kind what' 
foever has been made upon our Enemies in the Courfe of 
above two Years ; and it is not credible,' that, if during that 
Time, any one Defign had been intended; no one Attempt 
ihould have been made in Confequence of it. We tliere- 
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JUMi.'x4Geo.n. fore joilly may, and only can conceive thefe Inflrudions, 
1740^ ^ which we were not allowed to apply for, to be of the fame 
' inadive Nature of thofe which we have formerly feen flow- 
ing from the fame languid Source, to the equal Difhonour 
of his Majeily's Councils and Arnis. 

, '4. Becaufe we conceive, that the Denial of thefe neccf- 
fary Lights, puts a full Stop to any farther efFeftual Enquiiy 
into the Condufl of the War ; an Enquiry fo becoming this 
Houfe, and fo unanimoufly called for by the Voice of the Na- 
tion, that outward Appearances have at once raifed the Cu- 
rioflty, the Aftonifhment, and the Concern of a brave and a 
loyal People, willing to facrifice their Lives and Fortunes for 
the Honour and Advantage of his Majefty and this Kingdom, 
in the Proftcutloa of this juft and ncceflary War : And we 
conceive that they ought, by the ftridteft Enquiry, upon the 
fulleft Informations, to have been fatisfied as to the pafl, and 
fccured as to the future. And we think, that all minute En- 
quiries into the little Abufes of inferior Officers, over whom 
it is the Duty of the Adroiniftration to watch, would be only 
amufing and deceiving Mankind with the Name of an En- 
quiry, and defcending from our Dignity of Counfellors of 
the Crown, and Checks of the Adminiltration, to the low 
Rank of hgu/fiton into the Conduft of petty and unprotect- 
ed Offenders. We therefore think, that we have difcharged 
our Duty to his Majefty and the Public, in having moved for 
thofe Papers, which we confidered as the Foundations abfo- 
lutely neceflary for a proper and effedlual Enquiry. We here 
enter our Diflent upon the Denial of thofe Papers ,• the World 
muft then judge of the Conduft of the War, upon the Ap- 
pearance of P a£ls and Circumftances ; with this confidera- 
pie, additiohal Circumilance, That Lights ivere denied^ 

LUchfieldy Oxford^ 

Bridgivaterj^ Hereford, 
Shaffjbury^ • Montjoy, 

Carlijley Green^wich, 

Falmouth^ Wilhughhy de Brooke'^ 

jihingdon, Wardj 

Hanjerjhattty Northampton^ 

T'albot, Chefterfieldy 

Denbigh^ Berk/hire, 

lialltfax^ GcFiher, 

Bathurfty Brifiol, 

Middleton, Weftmoreland, 

Thaneiy Cohham^ 

Suffolk, R. lince/ft. 
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Aa|i. 14 Ceo. Ili 
l)e^emher 9, being appointed for taking the Army into *740' 
Confideration, the Duke of Anyle flood up, and Ipoke to V*'^^ ~^ 

the following Effea. ' D>:bateonthe 

Army, 

* My Lords, as the prefent Situation of our Affairs may Dukiof^^yifc^ 
reqaire an Augmentation of our Forces, and, as the Succels 

of our Arms and the Preiervation of our Liberties may e- 
qually depend upon the Manner in which fhfe new Forces 
ihall be raifed, there is, in my Opinion, no Queilion more 
worthy the Attention of this Auguft Aflembly, thaii what: 
may be the moft proper Method of increafing our Army. 

* On this Queftion, my Lords, I (hall offer my osvn Sen- 
timents with greater Confidence, as there are few Men who 
have had more Opportunities of being acquainted with it in 
its whole Extent, as I have fpent great Part of my Life in 
the Field and the Camp. I commanded a Regiment under 
King William y and have long been either the firll, or al* 
moft the firft Man in the Army. 

* I hope, my Lords, it will be allowed without Difficulty, 
that I have at leafl been educated in the beft School of War, 
and that nothing but natural Incapacity can have hindered 
me from making fome ufeful Obfervations upon the Difci- 
pUne and Government of Armies, and the Advantages and . 
Inconveniencies of the various Plans upon which other Na- 
tions regulate their Forces. 

* I have always maintained, my Lords, that it is necefTiiy 
in the preient State of the neighbouring Countries to keep 
up a Body of regular Troops, that we may not be lefs able 
to defend ourfelves, than our Enemies to attack us. 

* It is well known, my Lord.s that States mull fecure 
themfclves by different IV^eans, as they are threatned by Dan- 
gers of different Kinds : Policy ninft be oppoled by Policy, 
and Force by Force 5 our Fleets mud be increafcd when our 
Neighbours grow Formidable by their Naval Power, and 
Armies mult be maintained at a Time like this, in which 
every Prince on the Continent eftimates his Greatuefs by the 
Number of his Troops. 

* But an Army, my Lords, as it is to be admitted on!y 
for the Security of the Nation, is to be fo regulated, that 
it may produce the End for which it is eftablilhed ; that it 
may be ufeful without Danger, and protedl die I'eopie with- 
out opprefrmg them. 

* I'o this Purpofe, my Lords, it is indifpenfibly necefTiry. 
that the military Suborainiuion be inviolably preierved, and 
thaiDiiCipline be indifcriminatcly exercifed without any pai tial 
Indulgence, or malicious Seventies ; that every Man be pro- 
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Ann. hGoo. U moted according to his Defert, and that Military Merit alone 
«740' give any Pretenfions to Military Preferments. 

' < 'Pq make the Army yet more ufeful it ought, to be un- 
der the fole Command of one Man, exalted to the important * 
Truft by his known Skill, Courage, Juftice, and Fidelity, 
and uncontrouled in the Adminiftration of his Province by , 
any other Authority, a Man enabled by his Experience to ' 
dillinguifh the Deferving, and invefted with Power to reward 

them. 

* Thus, my Lords, ought an Army to be regulated, to 
which the Defence of a Nation is entrufled, nor can any 
other Scheme be formed which will not expofe the Public to 
Dangers more formidable than Revolutions or Invafions. . 
And yet, my Lords, how widely thofe who have affumed 
the Diredlion of Alfeirs have deviated from this Method is 
well known. It is known equally to the highefl and meanefl 
Ofticers, that thofe who have mod Opportunities oi obfer- 
ving military Merit, have no Po^er of rewarding it ; and 
therefore every A^an endeavours to obtain other Recommen- 
dations than thofe of his Superiors in the Army, and to di 
ftiiiguifti himfelf by other Services than Attention to his Du- 
ty, and Obedience to his Commanders. ^ 

' Our Generals, my Lords, are only Colonels with a 
higher Title, without Power, and without Command i they 
can neither make themfelves loved nor feared in their 
Troops, nor have either Reward or Puniihment in their' 
Power. What Difcipline, my Lords, can be^eilabliihed by 
Men, whom thofe, who fometimes ad the Farce of Obe- 
dience, know to be only Phantoms of Authority, and to be 
reftrained by an arbitrary Minifter from the Exercife of thofe 
Commiflions which they are in veiled with ? And what is ^n 
Army without Difcipline, Subordination and Obedience ? 
What, but a Rabble of licentious Vagrants, fet free from the 
common Reftraints of Decency, exempted from the Nccef- 
fity of Labour, betrayed by Idlenefs to Debauchery, and 
let loofe to prey upon the People ? Such a Herd can only 
awe the Villages, and blufter in the Streets, but can nei^er 
be able to oppofean Enemy, or defend the Nation by which, 
they are fupported. 

* They may, indeed, form a Camp upon ibme of the 
neighbouring Heaths, or pafs in Review with tolerable Re- 
gularity ; they may fometimes feize a Smugler, and fome- 
times aifiil a Conllable with Vigour and Succefs. But un- 
happy would be the People who had no other Force to op^ 
pofe againft an Army habituated to Difcipline, of which 
every one founds his Hopes of Honour and Reward upon the 
Apprpbation of the Commander. 

♦ That 
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* Tkat no Man will labour to no Purpofc, or undergo the a^ i4Gfio.n. 
Fatigue of military Vigilance, without an adequate Motive ; ' jj^, 
that no Man will endeavour to learn fuperfluous Duties, and 
negleft the cafieft Road to Honour and to Wealth, merely 
for the Sake of encountering Difficulties, is eaiily tp be ima- 
gined. And therefore, my Lords, it cannot be conceived, 
that any Man in the Army will very follicitoufly appjy him- 
felf to the Duties of his Frofeflion, of which, when he has 
learned them, the moft accurate Praftice will avail him no- 
thing, and on which he mull lofe that Time which might 
have been employed in gaining an Intereft in a Borough, or 
in forming an AUiance with fome Orator in the Senate. 

* For nothing my Lords, is now confidered but Parlia- 
mentary Intereft, nor is any Subordination defired but in the 
fupreme Council of the Kingdom. For the Eftablifliment of 
this new Regulation the Honours of every Profeffion arff 
proftituted, and every Commiflion is become merely nomi- 
nal. To gratify the Leaders of the minifterial Party, the 
moft defpicable Triflers are exalted to an Authority, and 
thofe whofe Want of Underftanding excludes them from 
any other Employment, are felcdled for military Commif- 
iions. 

* No fooner have they taken Pofleflion of their New Com- 
mand, and gratified, with fome A6t of" Oppreflion, the Wan- 
tonnefs of new Authority, but they defert their Charge with 
the Formality of demanding a Permiffion to be abient, which 
their Commander dares not deny them. Thus, my Lords, 
they leave the Care of the Troops, and the Study of the 
Rules of War, to thofe unhappy Men, who have no other 
Claim to Elevation, than Knowledge and Bravery ; and who, 
for want (^ Relations in Parliament, are condemned to lin- 
ger out their Lives at their Quarters, amufe thcmfelves with 
recounting their A6Uons and Sufferings in former Wars, and 
with reading, in the Papers of every Poft, the Commiffions 
which are beftowed on thofe who never faw a Batde. 

* For this Reafon, my Lords, Preferments in the Army, 
inftead of being confider*d as Proofs of Merit, are look'd on 
only as Badges of Dependance ; nor can any Thing be in- 
ferred from the Promotion of an Officer, but that he is, in 
fome Degree or other, allied to fome Member of Parliament, 
or the leading Voters of a Borough. 

* After this Manner, my Lords, has the Army been mo- 
delled, and on thefe Principles has it fubiifted ibr the laft 
and the prefent Reign ; neither myfelf, nor any other Gene- 
ral Officer, have been confulted in the Diftribution of Com- 
mands, or any Part of military Regulations. Our Armies 
jbave known no other Poyv^ than that of the Secretary of 
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Aon. i4C«>.It. War, wbo (lire£b all their Motions, and fills up every V^ 
^740* ^ cancy without Oppofition, and without Appeal. 

' • But never, my Lords, was his Power more confpicuous 
than in railing the Levies of lail Year ; never was any Au- 
thority more defpotically exerted, or more tamely fubmitted 
to ; never did any Man more wantonly fport with his Com- 
mand, or more capricioufly difpofe of Pofb and Preferments ; 
never did any Tyrant appear to fet Cenfure more openly at 
Defiance, treat Murmurs and Remondrances with greater Con« 
tempt, or with more Confidence and Security difiribute Pofls 
among his Slaves, without any other Reafon of Preference^ 
than his own uncontroulable Pleafure. 

* And furely no Man, my Lords, could have made Choice 
of fuch Wretches for military Commands, but to fhew, that 
nothing but his own private Inclinations fhould influence his 
Cbndud, and that he coniidered himfelf as fupreme and un- 
accountable : For we have feen, my Lords, the fame Ani- 
mals To-day crin^g behind a Counter, and To-morrow 
iwelline in a military Drefs ; we have feen Boys fent from 
School m Defpair of Lnprovement, and entruiled with mili- 
tary Command ; Fools that cannot learn their Duty, and 
Children that cannot perform it, have been indifcriminately 
promoted ; the Drofs of the Nation has been fwept together 
to compofe our new Forces, and every Man who was too 
ihipid or infamous to learn or carry on a Trade, has been 
placed, by this great Difpofer of Honours, above the Ne- 
ceflity of Application, or the Reach of Cenfure. 

* Did not fometimes Lidignation, and fometimes Pity, 
check the Sallies of Mirth, it would not be a difagreeable En- 
tertainment, my Lords, to obferve, in the Park, the various 
Appearances of thefe raw Commanders, when they are ex- 
pofing their new Scarlet to view, and flrutting with the firit 
Kaptures of fudden Elevation ; to fee the Mechanic new mo- 
delling his Mien, and the StrippUng tottering beneath the 
Weight of his Cockade ; or to hear Sie Converfation of thefe 
new Adventurers, and the infbfudive Dialogues of School- 
boys and Shop-keepers. 

* I take this Opportunity, my Lords, of clearing royfelf 
from any Sufpicion of having contributed, by my Advice, ta 
this ilupendous CoUedion. I only once interpofed with the 
Recommendation of a young Gentleman who had learned his 
Profeilion in two Campaigns among the RuJJians ; and whom, 
yet, neither his own Defert, nor my Patronage, could ad- 
vance to a Commiilion. And, \ believe, my Lords, all the 
other General-OfHcers were equally unconfulted, and would, 
if their Advice had been alked, equally have disapproved the 
Meafures that have been purfued, 
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' * But Aus, my Lords, were our new Regiments complete ; Aiin.i40eo. II. 
m which, of Two hundred and fifty Officers who have fub- , ^^ 
filled upon Half pay, only Thirty-fix have been promoted, ^ 

though, furely, they might have pleaded a jufter Claim to£m-« 
ployment, who. had learned their Profejfion in the Service of 
their Country, and had long languifhed in Penury, than thofe 
Mrho had neither Knowledge, nor Capacity, who had neither 
aded, nor fufFered, any Ihing ; and who might have been 
deftined to the Hammer, or Sie Plough, without any Difi«- 
putation to their Families, or Difappointment to them- 
felves. 

' I have been told, indeed, my Lords, that to fome of 
thefc Officers Commiflions were offered, which they refiifed ; 
and for this Refiiial, every Reafon is alledged, but the true ; 
ibme, indeed, excufed themfelves as diiabled by Age, and In- 
firmities, from military Service ; nor can any Objection be 
made to fo jufl a Plea. For how could thofe be refiifed in 
their Age the Comfi>rts of Eafe andRepofe, who have ferved 
their Country with their Youth and Vigour ? 

* Others there are, my Lords, who refufed Commifiions 
upon Motives very different; in which, neverthelefs, fome. 
JuAice cannot be denied. They who had long fiudied, and 
long pradifed their Profeffion ; they, who had tried their' 
Courage in the Breach^ and given Proofs of their Skill in the 
Face of the Enemy, refiifed to obeyj the Command of No- 
vices, of Tradefinen, and of School-boys : They imagined, 
my Lords, that they ought to govern thofe whom they mould 
be obliged to inftrud ; and to lead thofe Troops, whom they 
muft range in Order. But they had forgot that they had 
out-lived the Time when a Soldier was formed by Study and 
Experience, and had not heard, In their Retreats, that a Co- 
lonel or a Captain was n6w formed in a Day ; and therefore, 
when they faw and heard their new Commanders, they re- 
med back to their Half-pay with Surprize and Indignation. 

* But, my Lords, the Follies of lafi: Year cannot be eafily 
redUfied, and are only now to be expofed, that they may not 
be repeated. If we are now to make new Levies, and en^* 
creafe the Number of our Land-Forces ; it is, in my Opi- 
nion, incumbent upon us to confider by what Methods we 
may befi: augment our Troops, and how we may be able ta 
refih our foreign Enemies, without expofing the Nation to 
inteiline Miferies, and leaving our Liberties at the Mercy of 
the Court. 

* There are, my Lords, two Methods of increafing Our 
Forces ; the firH is, that of raifing new Regiments ; the o- 
ther, ik adding new Men to thofe which already fubfift. 

1^ 
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Am. i4Cio. II; < By raffing new Regiments, my Lonisy we ffiall on]y.£^- 
^4^ ^ tify the Miniiier with the Dtftribution of new Commiflions^ 
' and the £ftablHhxnent of new Dependants ; we ihall enlarge 
the Influence of the Court, and increa^ the Charge of the 
Nation, which is already loaded with too many Taxes to fup- 
port any unneceflHary Expence. 

' By the other Method, of adding a Hundred Men to cycry 
Company, we ihall not only fave the Pay of the Officers, 
which is no flight Cgnfideration, but, what feems, if the Re* 
ports raifcd by the Miniftry, of our prefent Danger, be true, 
of far more Importance, ihall /orm the new Forces . with 
more Expedition into regular Trbops ; for, by diftributing 
them among thoTe who are already inftru£ted ki their Duty, 
we ihall gire them an Opportunity of hourly Improvement ; 
every Man's Comrade will be his Mailer, and every one will 
be ambitious of forming himfelf by the Example <;^f thofe 
who have been in the Army longer than themielves. 

* If it be objected, my Lords, that the Nimiber of Offi- 
cers will not then bear a juft Propwtion to that of the Sol- 
diers, it may be anfwered, that the Foreign Troops of the 
grrateil Reputation have no greater Number of Officers, as 
every one muft know who is acquainted With the Conititution 
of the moil fornddable Armies of Europe. Thofe of the 
King of Pruffiay or of the various Nati<>i» by which we were 
aiSiiled in die late War, either as Confederates or Mercena- 
ries^ have but few Ofikers. And I very well renaeanber, my 
Ix!»rds, that whenever they were joined by Parties of o^ 
own Nation, the Inequality in the Number of the Officers, 
produced Contefh and Difputes. 

* The only Troops of Euroftj my Lords, that fwarm 
wkh Officers, are thofe of France ; but even thefe have 
fewer Officers, m proportion to their private Men, in time of 
War ; for. when they difband any Part of their Forces, they 
do not, like us, reduce their Officers to Half-pay, but tdii 
theto to the Regiments not reduced, that the Families of tlieir 
Nobility may not be bnrthened widt needy Dependants, and 
that they may never want Officers for new Levies, 

* There are many Reafons, my Lords, that make this 
Pr2(E\ice in^ France more rea&mable than it would be in our 
Kingdom. It is the cladef View of their Governors to con- 
tinue abfolute, and therefore their conftant Endeavour to 
keep great Numbers in Depenxiance ; it ought to be our 
Care to hinder the Increafe of the Influence of the Court, 
and to obftrufll aH Mcafures that may extend the Authority 
of the Miniflry ; and therefore thole Meafures are to be 
purfued, by which Independancc and Liberty will be rnoft 
ixpported. 

'It 


* tt IS |i)c^wift to b$ reme^bredy my Ldr4s, that a Frr«ri& Ann. 14 (it»,tU 
O&er is Supported wid^ fay not mucji l^ger than that of ^ ^4^ 
a private Scldier among us; and that therefore the Argument 
)vhich ariies fiom the J^eceffity of Frugality, is not of the 
&pe Foree in both Nations. 

* Therir is yet another Rdafon why the French are under 
the Neceflky of emfdoying more Officers than any other Na- 
tion : The Strength of their Annies confiils in their Gen- 
tkmen, who cai^not be expeded to ferve V/ithoiit fome Com- 
Inand : 7'he common Soldiers of. the French Army are a 
mean, fpiritlefs^ defpicable Herd, fit only to drudge as Pio- 
neers, to raife Entrenchments, and to dig Mines ; but with- 
out Courage to &ce an £liemy, or to proceed with Vigour 
m the Face of Danger. 

' Their Gentlemen, my Lords, are of a very different 
Character ; jealous of their Honour^ and cionfcious of theii!' 
Birth, eager of Diftindion, and ambitious of Preferments 
They have ' conunonly their Education in the Army, and 
have no £xpe£btions of acquiring Fortunes equal to theii' 
Defires by any other Profeffion, and are therefore intent up-^ 
00 the Improvement of every Opportunity which is oiFered 
th^H of increaiing their Knowledge and exalting their Re- 
putation. 

' To the Spirit of thefe Men^ my Lords, are the French 
Ailmies indebted for all their Vidories, and to them is to 
be attributed tlie prefent Perfection of the Art of War. Thw 
Iiave the Vigilance and Perfeverance oi Romans, jomed witA 
the joatural Vivacity a^d Ejqpedition o^ their own Nation. 

' We are therefore not to wonder, my Lords, that thene 
is in the French Armies an Eftabliihment for more Gende- 
J9en than in other Countries, 'where the Difpari^ between 
the military 'Virtues of the higher and lower Clafles of Men 
is lefs confpicuous. In the Troops of that Nation notliing 
is expeded but from the Officers, but in ours the commoil 
Soldiers meets Danger with equal Intrepidity, and fcoms to 
fee himfeJf excelled by his Officer in Courage or in Zeal. 

* We are therelbre, my Lords, under no Neceffity of bur- 
^hening oar Country with the Expence of new Conmaiffions, 
which in the Army will be iuperfluous, and in the State dan- 
gerous, as they will fill our Parliament with new Dependants, 
and jOur Corporations with new Adherents to the Mioi^er, 
whoie fleady Perfeverance in his favourite Scheme of Parlia- 
mentary Sub^sdination will be perhaps the only Occafion of 
thefe ney^ Levies^ or at leaft has hindered the right* Appli- 
cation of our (landing Troops. For what Reafbn, my Lords» 
can Invention or Imagination affign, why the Troops who 
i^d beeQ for fojoe Tlf^ difciplined, we/e lUH rather fent to 
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-Ann. t4Ceo.n» the Aiiiftance of Vernon than the neW Marines, except that 
^ ^' J fome of them were commanded by Men, who had obtained 
Seats in the other Houfe, and who by their fettled Adhe- 
rence and avowM Fidelity to the Minifter, had recommended 
themfelves too powerfully to be rafhly expofed in the Service 
of their Country to the fiullets of the Spaniards. 

* So great, my Lords, has been the Minifter's Regard to 
Parliamentary r^bilities, and fo &n& his Gratitude to his 
Friends, that I kntw of but one Member of the other Houfe 
that has been hazarded in this Expedition ; and he a hbpelefs, 
abandoned Patriot, infenfible of the Capacity or Integrity of 
our Miniffay, and whom nothing has been able to reconcile 
to our late Meafures. He therefore who has never exerted 
himfelf in Defence of the Miniftry, was in his turn thought 
unworthy of miniilerial Prote^ion, and was given up to the 
Chance of War without Reluftance. 

* But I hope your Lordihips will concur with me in the 
Opinion, that it is not alwavs neceflary to gratify the Mi- 
niftry, but that our Country claims fome Part of our Regard, 
and therefore that in eftablifhing our Army we fhould purfue 
that Method which may be molt accommodated to our Con- 
ilitution, and inftead of imitating the military Pdicy of 
the French, follow the Example of thofe Nations by whole 
Troops they have been conquer'd. 

* Had this Scheme been hitherto follow'd, had our new 
Levies, inftead of being put under the Command of Boys, 
been diflributed in juft Proportions among the ftanding Regi- 
ments, where they might foon have been qualified for Service 
by the Infpe^ion of experienced Officers, we might now have 
feen an Araiy capable of awing the Court of Spain into Sub- 
roiffion, or, if our Demands had been ftill refufed, of re- 
venging our Injuries, and punifliing thofe who have infulted 
and defpifed us. 

* From an Army thus raifed and difciplined. Detachments, 
my Lords, ought to have been fent on board of all our Fleets, 
and particularly that which is now ftatiori'd in the Mediterra- 
mean^ which would not then have coafted about from one 
Port to another, without hurting or frighting the Enemy, but 
might by fudden Defcents have fpread Terror thro' a great 
Part of the Kingdom, harraffed their Troops by continual 
Marches, and by frequent Inctiriions have plunder'd all the 
maritime Proviixes, driven the Inhabitants into the inland 
Country, and laid the Villages in Alhes. 

* There is yet, my Lords, no Appearance of a Peace, for 
our Succefs has not enabled us to prefcribe Terms, and I 
hope we are not yet fallen fo low as to receive them ; it it 
Aerefore proper to form fuch Refolutions as may influence 
— the 
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the Condufl of the War, and enable us to retrieve the Errors Ann. 14 Oeo. II^ 
of our paft Meafures. , _ i74o« 

* The MiniHer, my Lords, is not without Panegyriib, who 
may perhaps endeavour to perfwade us, that we ought to 
refign all our Underllandings to his fuperior Wifdom, and 
blindly truil our Fortunes and our Liberties to his unlhaken 
Inteeritv. They will, in Proof of his Abilities, produce the 
wonderful Dexterity and Penetration which the late Negotia- 
tions have difcover'd, and will confirm the Reputation of his 
Integrity by the conflant Parlimony of all his Schemes, and 
the Unwillingnefs with which he, at any Time, increafes the 
Expences of the Nation. 

. * But, my Lords, it is the great Duty of your high Sta- 
tion to watch over the Adminiflration, and to warn thofe, 
who are more immediately entrufled with the public Affairs, 
againfl Meafures which may endanger the Safety or Happinefs 
of the Nation ; and therefore, if 1 have prov'd to your Lord- 
ihips, that to raife new Regiments is dangerous to our Liber- 
ties, that a Multitude of Officers is of no Ufe in War, and 
that an Army may be more expeditioufly dicipHn*d by add- 
ing new Men to every Company, I hope your Lordfhips will 
a^e to this Refoluthon which I have drawn up with the 

utmoU Brevity, and of which the Meaning cannot be miila-,, 

ken. /' • o Moves that the 

. ' That the augmenting the Army by raifmg Regiments, Ara^^^y'^lw * 
as it is the moll unnecefla^ and moft expenfive Method of Regiments is 
Augmentation, is alfo the moil dangerous to the Liberties of dangerous : De« 
the Nation.' ^^^ thereon. 

The Duke of Ne<wcafile, 

* My Lords, As my Education and Employments have Duke of New' 
afforded me no Opportunities of acquiring any Skill in Mili- ^^fi^^» 

tBiy Affairs, it will not be expeded by your Lordfhips, that 
I fliould be able to confute the Arguments of the noble 
Duke, whofe acknowledged Superiority in the Art of War, 
and the Abilities which he has difplay'd in the Admini- 
Uration of txtry Provmce which he has undertaken, give 
him a Claim to the higheft Deference. 

* But, my Lords, as I cannot affume the Province of dif- 
puting on this QueAion, fo I cannot, without longer Conii- 
aeration, form any Refolution conceniing it ; for Arguments 
may be fallacious, which yet I cannot confute, and to ap- 
prove without Knowledge is no lefs weak than to cenfure. 

* There is not any prefent NecefTity, ray Lords, of form- 
ing a Refolution on this Subjedl ; we are not now call'd up- 
on particularly to confider it, and certainly it cannot be pru- 
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jUb. h Gto. tt. dent, b^ fo detenninate a Decifion, prooounced WiAout Re-* 
I740* fledlion or Deliberation^ to preclude a faller Ejcamliiation of 
^-**^'^ *^ this important Queftipn.* 

Lord CatJeret, 

l^rd farteret. « My Lords, the noble Duke whoi made the prcfent Mo- 
tion, has fupported it by fuch Strength of Argument, and 

, fo fully explained the 'Advantages of the Method which it 

tends to recommend, that not only the prefent Age, but 
Poflerity may probably be indebted to him, for jufter Noti- 
ons of a military £ilabli(hment, than have been yet attained 
even by thole whoie. PrpfeiTion obliges them to fuch En- 
quiries. 

* Nor, mv Lords, could we expfeft lefs from his lonjg Ex- 
perience ^d extenfive Capacity ; Experience gained in the 
Heat of War and in the Midft of Danger ; a Capacity not 
only cultivated by folitary Difquiiitions in Retirement "and 
Security, but exercifed by Diificuities and quickened hf Op- 
pofTtion. 

* Such Abilities, my Lords, matured l)y fuch an Education, 
have jilftly inade the noble puke the Oracle bf War, and 
procured hjm the Efteem and Revereijce of ^1 the Powers 
upon Earth. 

* As I did not receive from my Education any military 
Knowledge, 1 am not ablfe to add tnuch to the Arguments 
\Vhich your Lordfhips have already heard ; but, neveithe- 
lefs, having been under the Neceflity of regulating the Ar-^ 
piy when I had the Honour to be empjoyed 'in Ire/and^ 
and having made in thofe Countries where I tranfafted the 
Bufinefs of the Crown, fome Cbfervations upon the different 
forms of riii'itary Ellablilhment, I hope I (hall be allowed 

, t'o offer what my Experience or my Remarks may fuggeft to 
jtie, in Confirinat^on of the Sentiments of the noble Duke; 

* When I was in Ireland y itiy Lords, the Troops of that 
Kingdom confxfled of twenty one Regiments, of which ten 
were, as Life Year, brought into Engldnd, and the Irijh Fcr- 
cfes were to be filled up by new Levies, which were raiicd in 
the Manner now propoled, by increaling every Regiment 
from thriee hundred and forty to fix hundred M^n^ fb that 
the eleven Regimfehts, remaining compofed a Body of nearly 
the fame Number with the twenty-on^ Regiments as for- 
iherly conftituted 

Of the ^ixjedijh Eilablilhmcnt, my Lords, the Reputation 
^nd Succefs of their Troops are an uncontrovertible Vindi- 
cation, and I have often had an Oppbrtunfty of comparing 
^l|e Number gf Offi^^rs with that of ours, and ibUnd theiif 

■ .J)ri- 
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|«htie Mto te b^e far ^re numerda§ m ^^d^xifinidli to tht ibn. 14 Oeoi tf* 

^ In Hanomer^ tiiy Lords, I liavc fclfrt hid M«^«l^^ ^ S*^ 
Troops reifiarkable for the j^^gance 6f their Appear»x:e^ 
and being cmce asked by the Commander, «l whi€ £xfieiic^ 
0116 df tllofe gall^t Troopers and his Horfe tvis iupporfed^ 
i«to ft^, after colifeffing tAy TgndrflUc^^ that he coft ml 
IMite tllaA fobrteeh Poaiids a Year, who God4 l^t k thil 
Coantry be maintained for- lefs thto forty. 

* I oelieve, my Lords, tiat the French Forces iat hot 
mott ^x^etiiive than thofe of Hdn^er, and therefore wt sra 
hf no M^ns to iriiitsite their Efhbliihment, for €hl^ Price of 
Fhnrffiotu and Habits of Lif6 do ndt admit df ^ Jbinsidtt^ 
ticm df the Pay of either onr Officers of Sdldiersi^ and wn 
en Only lefibn dui* Expenecfs by reducing their Nambars, 
fi> HrlMh I ihill lor tiiy Part moil Willingly tdnfribttte* 

' Btit as fhis, my Lordsj is not the (proper Tiifie tdt 
li^baiiding our Forces, of which the preMt State of OOt 
Aladrs ^m&y perhaps demand an Augmentation, it is necei^ 
fery to compare the State of our Forces with that of f<7reiga 
'rt6op3y and fu^ply, by prudent Methods, the DiiadvaAtdget 
to which we are fubjed by the peculiar Condition of OUT 
Catotry, For if the Ptench can fupport an Army at a Ibnrth 
Part of our Expence, what mufl be the Confcquence of a 
War, Juppofingthe Wealth of the tWb Nations nearly equal i 
h witt be to little Purpofe that we boaft, however jtiftly, of 
the Superiority of our Troops; for though it ihould hut 
granted that the Britijh cannot be refifted by ^ equal Num^ 
Eer, yet it can never be expedled that they fhould conquer n 

Tioc^s four Times as numerous asr themfelves. 

* Thus, my i^ords, it appears with all the Evidence of 
urit&fiietical Demonftrtftion, thdt the Method now propofcd 
II highly expedient, hoi* can any Objedlioui in ix\y Opinion^ 
be made to the Refblution offered to your Lordfliips. 

' That this is not a proper Time for this Enquiry has been 
ifideed ttfged ; but furehr no Time c&n be mote proper than 
when we may, by a Re^lution unanimo^(ly palTed, regulatej, 
in fome Degree, the Ctiiidu£t of the other Houfe, and hint 
totiiem the Opinion of this Ailbmbly on a Queilion whicl^ 
is perhaps To morrow to be brought before them.* 

The Earl of Cholnmdely. 

* My Lords, tho* I was once honoured with a Command Earl of Cbsk 
\h the Andiy, and cohfequently ought to have attained fome flMl^» 
miOtaiy Knowledge, yet I have fo long refigned my Com- 

ttiSoi), bo&£[pd ic for fo (hort a Time^ and iiav^ f^tered my ' 

At- 
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Aui.i4Cct>,n.Att6ntiOii to be diverted ^m Enquiries on that Snijea by 
' 740 * Employments of fo different a Kind, that I cannot prefume 

Wi<*\^**W tooppofe any Knowledge of my own to theReafons which 
have oeen offered ; but I cannot think that the Conduilons 
4rawn by the noble Duke, are fo evidently true, as to force 
Conviction, and exclude dl Pofllbility of Reply ; nor can I 
conceive it conMent with the Dignity of this Aifembly, to 
yield implicitly to any Man's Affertions, or to pais any Re- 
iblution without an accurate Enquiry. 

* Some Objections, my Lords, arife upon Reflection from 
my njUTOw Obfervation and tnmfient Reading, and theie I 
Ihall lay before your Lordihips, with an open Acknowledg- 
ment of my InfufEdency to difcufs the Queition, and a Hn- 
cere Defire of being intruded where I niay be mifbken. 

. * The Subordination of the Army, my Lords, appears to 
me in general to be fufliciently maintained, nor is it ever 
infringed but by particular Partiality, that can never be 
prevented, or a cafual Difference in the Circumilances of 
the Officers, which, though not relative to the military Cha- 
jadters, will always produce Tome Degree of Influence. 

* I know not, my Lords, how the |;eneral Regulation of 
our Forces, and the Diflribution of military Honours can be 
condemned without « extending feme Degree of Cenfure to a 
Perfon who ought not to be mentioned as concurring in any 
Meafures injurious to the Public. Our Army, my Lords, is 
maintained by the Parliament, but commanded by the King, 
who has not either done, or directed any Thing of which 
his People may jultly complain.* 

Duke of Arg!^le. 

pulrt diJIrgh, * My Lords, it is neceflTary to clear myfelf from Mifre- 
prefentations, and to preferve at the fame Time, the Order 
of this Houfe, by reminding the noble Lord, that his Ma- 
jefty is never to be introduced into our Debates, becaufe he 
IS never to be charged with Wrong ; and by declaring to 
your Lordihips, that I impute no Part of the Errors com- 
mitted in the Regulation of the Army to his Majefly, but 
to thofe ^Miniiters, whofe Dut)^ it is to advife him, and 
whom the Law condemns to anfwer for the Confequences of 
their Cbuncils.' 

The EzA of Cho/monde/y. 

.' ■ • 

The Earl ofCie/- * My Lords, if I mifreprefented any AflTertion of the no- 

mondelj/, blc Duice, it was by.Mifapprehenfion, or Failure of Memory, 

and not by Malice or Defign i and if in ^ny other Ob|ec<i» 

tion« 


tiODS which I ihall make, I ihall fall into any Error bf the Aim. 14 Geo* It. 
feme Kind, I defire that it may be afcribed to the fame ^^' , 
Cade. ^"^*~ "^ 

' The Ignorance and Inexperience of our prefent Officers 
have been expoied with great Gaiety of Imagination, and 
with the true Spirit of fatirical Rhetoric, nor can I prefume 
to fbpport them againft fo formidable Cenfures. But, my 
Lords, I cannot difcover any Method of protracting the 
Lives of our old Officers beyond the ufual Term, nor of 
fupplying the Lofs of thofe whom Death takes away from 
the Army, but by fubflituting others, who; as they hav< » 

fcen no Wars, can have little Experience. 

' With Regard to the Number of OfBcers in the Foreign 
Troops, I have been informed, that they were by an ex* 
picfs Stipulation to be conitituted in the fame Manner with 
the Britijb and Dutch Forces.* 

The Duke of JrgyU. 

tAy Lords, As it was my Province in the late War tODukeof^isy'^* 
faperintend the Payment of the Foreign Troops, 1 may be 
allowed to have fome Knowledge of the Eilabiifhment, and 
hope I fhali not be imagined to need any Information oq 
that Subjedt.' 

£arl of Cholmondeiey. 

* My Lord?, I 60 not prefume to difpute any AfTertion Carlof CMi 
of the nobJfe Duke, for whofe Knowledge I have the higheft «<w<%. 
Veneration, but only to offer fuch Hints for Enquiry as may 

be parfued by other Lords of greater Abilities, and to fhew, 
that as fome Difficulties may be raifed, the Refolutioa 
ought not to be agreed to without farther Deliberation ; 
fince it not only tends to prefcribe the Meafures which fliall 
be hereafter taken, and prohibit a Method of raifing Forces, 
which when diligently examined, may perhaps appear moil 
eligible, but to cenfure the Methods, which, when they 
were put in Pradice the laft Year, received the Approbation 
of the whole Legiflatare.* 

Earl tAWeftmorelani. 

• My Lords, I have for my own Satisfedlion, ftatc^ the Barlof »WW 
Difference of the Expence between the two Methods oimnrdixd^ 
raifing Forces, and find it fo great, that the Method pro- 

pofed by the noble Duke,- ought andoabtedly to be pre- 
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ibo. t4 6ea It fert^, «ven the* k were attended with ibaie UcwftffkwMt 
>y 4o* from wbicb ^ h9« ihewn it to be fr/ee* 

ki *y^iifc^ « Frugality, my Lords ^ is one of the chief Virtues of ad 
Adminiftration ; 9. Virtue^ without which» no Governioenc 
can be long f^ppprted ; the public Expends can never be 
loo accttifitely ^gipvted, or the £rft Tendency to Profu&on 
loo rigoroufly pppofed ; for, sa in prjivate Life, fo in poli- 
Itiflal Oecoiioffiy* the Demands of Netceflity are eaiily iiip- 
plied 5 bat if onpe the Calls of Wantonneis and Qa|)rice ^rfi 
(con&pljt^ ^ith» np Limiu pan be i^cA, pof will any Ti^e^ 
liire oefufiici^nt, 

* Whether the Surtheos^ under u^hick the People are 
BOW (piling, Wene jail in^poi^ by Ne^e^ty, t 9^1)1 npt ien-> 
quire I b4t I ihi^ki iny Lords, )ye fniy readily determinej 
^at wh^tev^r h f^ njecdSary^ is erud and oppreiCye, and 
that therefore^ lince the £xpe.nc^pf railing new Regiments 
appears at leafl not to be necelTary^ it ought to be oppofed ; 
and how Can it be oppofed more jp^of^rly or e&du^fy^ 

. than by the noble Duke*s Refolution. 

Lord Herwey. * 

)<Qtd Btro^. ' My Lords^ t do not claim any SupiBfiority of Know-a 

iedge in any AfFairs that relate to the Public, but l^ave iefa 
Acquaintance with the Military Eflablifhment, than with 
any other Part of the Government, and can therefore neither 
oppofe the Refolution now ofiered to- your Lordftip by inch 
Arguments as may deferv'e your Attention, nor agree to it 
with that De^ve of Convi^on^ wkidk the Importamce of 
it feems to sequire. 

' Thac the chief Argument which has been produced 
^ainft raifing mew Regment^, is lefs formidable than it has 
been ieprefentf d, will, I believe, *i^>ear to your Locdib^^ 
when it is confidered^ tha^t the Oflicers are ^ways Gen^^ 
men of the fir& Families in the Kingdom^ who^ thcr^im^ 
pafiOQt be fuppo^ voiuntariiy to ginre uf> their Reladons and 
l^ofterity to the Power ^f any MajH^ry, or for the Sake of 
their 'Commiffions, to betray that <>a«dftitttdon by which 
their 0W9 .Pi'q)ercie& aj:r fecujred. 

* Whether every other Argument imy not wfiA equal 
Juftice be controverted, is not, without longer Confideration, 
pofllble to be determined, and therefore it Ga,anot be reafpn-> 
ably expe£led, that we ihould agree to the Refolution, 
lyhjobwduld be oniy-to4ecide wkhput Examination, and 
10 determine wh^t.ue dpn*t underfland ; for I a;n under 1^ 

I' Apprehenilon pf being imagined to reAedt unjufbly on th^ 

fiipufe, in fuppofing th^t many of your Lordfhips may be 

Strangers 
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Strangers to the Qoeftioo^ which^ when the lail Levies were 4nii. i^ Geo, it, 
made^ was neither difciifled nor propofed, ^7 4o« ^^ 

* I therefore move, that the previous Queftioa may be ^ ^)i~ ^ 
put, which may perhaps gain Time AifHcient for a more* 

-bead Enquiry upon this important Subjcd;* 

Lord 7aIiot, 

* My Lords, If in Imitation of fo^ie Noble Lords, t pro- Lord Ta^ot^ 
fefs my Ignorance of the Subjed on which 1 am to fpeak^ 

may it not yet be allowed me^ after the Example of others, 
to employ the little Knowledge which I havej in tb^ De- 
fence of a Refolution j which appears to have no other Ten- 
dency, than the Advantage of the Public^ and to fhew my 
Zeal for the Happinefs ot my Country, though perhaps 
withoat the true, Knowledge of its Intereft ? 

' The noble Lord, who. fpoke lait, is too great a Mailer 
of Eloquence, not to be heard with all the Attention which 
Pleafure naturally produces, and a Reafoner too formidable 
not to raife in his Hearers^ all the Anxiety, which is pro- 
duced by the Fear of being deceived by partial Reprefenta- 
tions^ and artful Deductions. I am always afraid, my Lords^ 
left Error fhould appear too. much like Truth, in the Orna- 
ments which his Lordfhip's Imagination may befiow, and 
left Sophiftry ihould dazzle my Underftanding whilft I ima- 
gine myklf only guided by the Light of Reafdn. 

*' I fliall therefore endeavour, my Lords, tQ review his 
Ornamepts, and try whether they owe their Influence to th^ 
Force of Trijth, or to that of Eloquence. 

' His Lordihip has obferved, that the Objedions whicji 
are now made to t}ie Method of raifing new Regiments^ 
were not produced lafi Year upon a like Occafion. I know 
not, indeedj what can be inferred from this Aflertion ; for 
furely it will not maintain, that an Error gnce admitted is ib 
become perpetual. 

* But, my Xiords^ another Reafon ma^ be afligned, fqr 
which the Objeftions that occured iaft Year might not be 
produced. The Miniftry after a long Courfe of difgraceful 
Negotiations, and artful Delays^ were, atleneth^ compel<^ 
led to a War, by the general Clamours of the whole Nation i 
but they aded as Men unwilling to execute what they did 
approve. They proceeded fo flowl^ in their Preparations^ 
awa were fo languid in all their Motjons^ that it was evident 
how willingly they would have improved every Opportunity 
of retarding the Vengeance which they were forced to threaten ; 
and with what Artifices they would have protraded any 
Delays which they could have imputed to thofe by whom 
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Aim.i4Geo.lt. they were oppofcd. It was, therefore, to the faff Degree 
'7 40'' ^ improper to embarrafs their Meafures of themfelves fuffici- 
cntly perplexed, or to lay any Obftadc in the way of thofc 
who would gladly be (lopped. 

* That the Army is filled with Gentlemen, is fo far, mf 
Lords, from proving that there is nothing to be feared from 
it» that it is the only Foundation of all our Sollicitude. For 
none but Gentlemen can injure our Liberties, and while the 
Pods of the Army are beftowedas Rewards ofPariiamentary 
Slavery, Gentlemen will always be found, who will be cor- 
rupted themielves, and can corrupt a Borough ; who will 
purchafe a Vote in the Houfe, and fell it for military Prefer- 
ments. By the Pofts of the Army the Parliament may be 
corrupted; and by the Corruption of the Parliament, the 
Army be perpetuated. 

* Thofc, my Lords,- who are the warmeft Opponents of 
the Army, apprehend not any Danger from their Swords, 
but from their Votes. As they have been of late regulated 
without Difcipline or Subordination, I (hould not feel much 
Anxiety at feeing them led on by their new Commanders 

'againft a Body of honeft Ploughmen united in the Caufe 6f 
•Virtue alidof Liberty ; I (houldwithgreat Alacrity draw itty 

Sword againft them, and (hould not doubt of feeing them in 

a fhort Time hcap'd upon our Fields. 

* But, my Lords, they are employed to ruin us by a more 
flow and filent Method ; they are diredled ta influence their 
Relations in the Parliament, and to fuborn the Voters in our 

■ fmall Towns ; they are difperfed over the Nation to inflill 
Dependence, and being endaved themfelves, willingly un- 
dertake the Propagation of Slavery. 

* That the Army is inftrumental in extending the In- 
ftuence of the Miniftry to the Parliament, cannot l^ denied, 
when military Prefbriiients are held no longer, than while 
he that 'poGsffes them, gives a Sanation by his Vote to the 
Meafures of the Court ; when no Degree of Merit is fuifici- 
ent to balance a (ingle A6lof Parliantentary OppofitioD, and 

'when the Nation is rather to be left to the Defence of Boyi, 
thaTi the Minifler be fufpeded of Mi(conduA. 

' Could either Bravery or Knowledge, Reputation or paft 
Services, known Fidelity to his Majefty, or the mtoft con- 
fpicuous Capacity for high Trul^, have fecured any Man in 
the Enjoyment of his Pod* the noble Duke who made the 
Motion, had carried his Command to the Grave, nor had 
the Nation now been deprived either of his Arms, or of his 
Councils. 

* But, as he H&a now offered his Advice to his Country, 
and fupported hh Opinion with Proofs from Reaibn and 
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Cxperienoe, which even (hofe who oppofe them have con- Aon. is Geo. |^ 
fefs'd themfelves unable to anfwer ; as the Jullnefs of his '74^? 
Jleafoning, andlhe Extent of his Knowledge, have iilenced V''*^^,'*'*t 
thofe whofe Prejudices will not fu^r them tb own themfelves 
convinced ; let as not* my Lords, reje£^ what we cannot bon- 
demn, nor fulF^r our Country to be defrauded of the Advan- 
tage of this RefolutioDy by that low Parliamentary Craft.— 
The Previous Queftion was then calPd for, upon which 
the Lord Chancellor fpoke to the following Purpofe. 

Lord Chancellor. 

* My Lords, I am far frem fufpeflmg that an open Pro- ha^ C^^q^U^ 
fcffion of my Inability to examine the Queftion before us, in 

its full Extent, will be imputed to an AfFedlation of Mo- 
de&,y, iince any. Knowledge of military Affairs could not be 
acquired in thofe Stations in which I have been placed, or 
by thofe Studies in which the greatcft Part of nay Life is 
known to have been fpent. 

* It will not be expefted, my Lords, that I fhould at- 
tempt a formal Confutation of the noble Duke's Pofitions, 
or that I (hould be able to defend my own Opinion againll 
his Knowledge and Experience ; nor wpuld I, my Lords, 
expofe myfelf to the Cenfure of having harangued upon Wav 
in the Prefence of Hannibal, 

* The noble Duke has explained his Sentiments to your 
Lordfhips with the utmoft Accuracy of Method, and the 
inoft inftru£live Perfpicuity of Language ; he has enforced 
thein with a Strength of Reafoning rarely to be found, and 
and with an Extent of Knowledge peculiar to himfdf. Yet, 
iny Lords, as his Arguments, however powerful in them- 
felves do not ftrike me with the fame Force with which 
others may be affe&d, who are more capable of receiving 
them, I hope that youi: Lordfhips will allow me to mention 
fuch Objections as occur to me, that in voting on this 
Queftion I may at leaft preferve li^y Confcience from Vio- 
lation, and neither adopt the Opinion of another, however 
great, without Examination, nor obftinately r^jcft the Means 
of Conviction . 

* Every Lord who has fpoken, either in Support of the 
noblef Duke's Opinion, or in Oppofition to it, has confeiTed 
that he is very little acquainted with the Subject of our De- 
bate ; and it may not therefore be an improper or ufelels 
Attempt, if I endeavour by ObjeClions, however injudici- 
ons, or by Arguments however inconclufive, to procure fome 
lUuftration of a Queftion, fo important, and at the fanie 
Time fo little underftood. 
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Am, T4Ceo. U. < The Ol^edions, my Lords, which I ifaall produce, am 
"W* J Tuch as I have heard in Converfation with thofe whoie loi^ 
' Acqaaintance with militanr Employments, give them a juS 
Claim to Authority in all Queflions which relajs to th^ Art 
of War; among whom I £nd no Uniformity of Opinion 
with regard teethe mofl proper Method of augmenting our 
Forces. And, my Lords, when we obferve thofe to differ in 
their Sentiments, whpfe Education, Experience, and Oppor- 
tunities of Knowledge have been nearfy the fame, and wha 
have all obtain^ a very great Degree of Reputation in their 
Profeflion, what can be inferred, but that the Queftion is, in 
its own Nature, obfcure and diflicuh ? that it involves. a Mul- 
titude of Jlelations, and is difFufed thro' a great Variety of 
Circumflances ? and that therefore it is prudent for every . 
Man, who can judge only upon the Authonty of others, ti> 
fufpend his Opinion .' 

' The chi^f Argument, or that at leail which imprefied 
itfelf mod ibt>ng]y on my Mind, againft any Innovation ini 
our military Conibtution, was drawn from the Succe& of our 
Armies in their prefent Form, with that Proportion of Soldiers 
^nd Ofiicers, which th^ prefent Motion tends to aboliih. Our 
Forces, fay the Advocates for the prefen( Eftablifhment, have 
afforded us a fufficient Teftimony of the Propriety of their 
Regulation, by their frequent Victories over I'roops, whofe 
Diicipliiie has Been fludied with the utmoft Vigilance, and 
which have been train'd up to War with a Decree of Atten- 
tion not difproportion'd to the mighty Defign for which they 
were raifedy the Subjedion of the Wo^ld, and Attain^ient of 
^niverfaf Monarchy. Thcfe Tropps, who have been taught, 
almoll from their Infancy, that Cowardice and Flight arc th^ 

freateft Crimes, and perfuaded by national Prejudices, and 
rinciples iludioufly infilled, that no fo;:eign Forces could 
withltand them ; have Hed before equal Numbers of Britons^ 
and been driven frpm one Province to another, till, inflead 
of grafping at general Dominion, they were reduced to de- 
fend their Wives and Children. 

< How much of this Succefs was to be afcribed to that Part 
pf the Regulation which this M6tion propofes to be changed, 
^t is not, my Lords, within my Province to determine ; the 

Sreat Commander whom I have the Honour to oppofe, can 
eft explain to your Lordfhips the Province of every Officer 
in the Field, and how far the Number of inferior Officers 
lay influefice the Succeis of a-£attle, an4 the Fate of a King- 
Lom. 

But to me, my Lords, the Eflablifhment of our Armies 
fomprifing different Views, and connefting various Subordi- 
nate Regmations, may be coniparV to a Medicyie compofed 
'■ ■ ^ • of 
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pf dificrent lagrcdients, and foand infellibly efficacioas in a l^Jaut4,<k^.V|i^ 
dangerous Difcafc, in which, though fome of the Parts may '74o. 
ieezn, to Phyfici^s of the profoundeft Learning, iiipcrflooas ^** 

or improper, it would be no lefs than the FpUy of preferring 
Experiments to Life, to make any Alteration. 

* The Wantonnefs of Innovation, my Lords, is a datnge- 
rbtis Dileafe of the Mind ; in a private Station, k prompts 
Men to be always difcontented with what they find, and to 
lofe the Enjoyment of Good in Search of fbmething better ; 
it incites th/^m to leave the fafe and beaten Tracks of Life, 
in Search oftho(p which they imagine nearer, but which are 
at beft leis feciire, and which generally lead them to Points 
hr different from that to which they originally intended to 
d]rc€t their Courfe. 

* It -is dangerous, my Lords, to admit any Alteration which 
is not abfolutely necefTary, for one Innovation makes way for 
another. The Parts of a Conftitution, like a ^pmplicated 
Machine, are fitted to each other, nor can one be changed 
likithout changing that which correfponds to it. This Necef^ 
fity is not always forefeen, but when difcover'd by Expe- 
rience, is generally complied with ; for every Man is more 
inclinM to hazard further Changes, than to confeis himfelf 
miflaken by retracing his Scheme. Thus, my Lords, one 
Change introduces another, till the original Conflitution is 
entirely defhoy'd. 

' By the Ambition of Innovation, my Lords, have almoft 
all thofe Empires been deftroy'd, of which nothing now is 
left but the Memory. Every human Eftablifhment has its 
Advantages and its Inconveniencies, and by weak Attempts 
to remedy thefe Defedls, which, notwithftanding the ntmoll 
Attention, will embarrafs the Machine of Government, Al^ 
tcrations have been introduced, which have been quickly fol- 
lowed by a total DifTolution. 

* There feem, my Lords, to be few Regulations on which 
it is more dangerous to make Experiments than on that of 
the Armies of a Nation. We are fufficiently convinced how 
much^of Succefs is the Confequence of Courage, and that 
Courage is only an Opinion of our own Superiority, arifmg 
from certain Circumftances, either imaginary or real. 

' The Courage which at prefent animates our Forces, a- 
pfes, my Lords, from a very proper Ground, their former, 
ViAories over the Enemies which they are now to combat, 
and will therefore, doubtlefs, continue while they can con- 
fider themfelves as enjoying the fame Advantage with thofe 
particular Men by whom the Viftories were obtained. But, 
my Lords, if any effential Part of their Eftablifhment be; 
fiianged, they wiH be confidcred, both by themfelyes and 
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Abb*i4<'«o; XI, tlieir Enemies, as ^ diiFerent Army, they will then charge 
^2^ , with lefs Alacrity, and be oppof^d with lefs Dejection j diey 
will confider themfelves as £ghting without that Certainty of 
Succefs which arifes from Experience, and their Enemies will 
refolve to try, by an oblHnate Reliftance, whether they are 
now equally formidable as in their former State. 

* Thus, my Lords, I have attempted, however wc^ly, 
to reprefent the Arguments which I have heard for the Con- 
tinuan9B of the Eftabliihm.^nt, of which your Lordfhips will 
examine the Validity, and fliall now proceed to coniiaer the 
noble Duke's Syilem of a military Subordination in Time of 
Peace. 

* Whether a {landing Army, in Time of Peace, is made 
neceffary by the Change of Condu^ in foreign Courts, it is 
now ufclefs to enquire, but it will be eafily granted by your 
Lordftiips, that np Motive but Neceffity, Neceffity abfolute 
and inevitable, ought to influence us to fupport a fiandin? 
Body of regular Forces, which have always been accounted 
dangerous^ and generally found deftrudive to a free People. 

f The chief Reafon, my Lords, of the linger arifing 
from a ftanding Army, may b.(? afcribed to the CircumftanceS 
by which Men, fubjec^ to military Laws, are diftinguifli'd 
from other Members of the fame Community ; They are, 
by the Nature of martial Government, expofed to Puniih- 
ments which other Men never incur, and tried by Forms of 
a diiFerent and more .rigorous Kind than thofe which are 
praftifed by the Civil Power. They are, if not exempted 
from the Jurifdidlion of the Magiftrate, yet fubjeft to another 
Authority which they fee more frequently and more i^verely 
<?xerted, and which, therefore, they feaf and reverence in a 
Jiighef Degre^. 1 hey> by entering into the Army, lay afide 
ifor the moft part airProfped of Advantage from Conimerce 
or Civil Employments, and in a few Years neither fear nor 
hope any Thing but from the Favour or Difpleafure iof their 
own Officers. 

* For thefe, my Lords, or for other Reafons, the Soldiers 
Jiaye always been inclined to* confider themfelves as a Body 
dillin*^ from the reft of the Community, and independent oh 
it, a Government reguUted by their own Laws, Without Re- 
gard to the general Conflitution of their Country ; they have 
therefore been ready ip fubyert the Conflitution froin which 
^hey received littlp Advantage, and to ppprefs the Civil Ma- 
giflrates for whom they had loft their Reverence. 

* And how foon, my Lords, might fuch Outrages be ex- 
pedcd from an Army form'd after the Model of the noble 
Duke, releafed from the common Obligations of Society, 
^ifunited from the Bulk of the Nation, dire^ed folely by 

^ , - thc^ 
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Aeir own Officers, and ultimately commanded by a Man AomHOeo/Il* 
who had the Right of commanding no other ? Would thev '74^' ^ 
not focnti confidcr themfelves as a feparate Community, whoie ^ '^"J"'" f 
Ifiterefts were, no Ids than their Laws, peculiar to them- 
iehres? Would they not confidcr him from whom thdy re- 
ceived all their Rewards and all their Punifhments, as th« 
proper Object of their fupreme Regard, and endeavour to 
exalt him to the fame Dominion over others, which he en* 
joy'd in Regard to themfelves ; that they might Ihare in his 
Superiority ? 

* A Body of Men, my Lords, thus feparated from the reft 
of the People, muft confider themfelves as either ennobled ot 
degraded ry fuch Diilin6lion, and would ibon find them- 
felves inclin'd to ufe the Power of their Arms, either in the 
Exertion of their Privileges, or the Revenge of their J>if- 
grace. Then, my Lords, would they fet at Defiance the 
Laws of the Nation, nor would one of thefe noble Lords be 
able to difband, nor the other to refill them. 

* The Anny, my Lords, is, in Time of Peace, then beft 
regulated when it is kept under the firidled Subordination to 
the Citil Power, that Power which it is inftituted to protedt 
and to prelerve, 

* Thus, my Lords, have I exaihinM the Propofal and 
Realbns of the noble Duke, perhaps not much' to the Infor> 
mation of your Lordfhips ; but it cannot be expe6ted that 
»iy Capacity fhonid be able, in an unexpefted and fiidden 
Debate, to difpute on a Subjeft, which the noble Duke's E- 
docation gave him' particular Opportunities of underllanding 
far beyond almoft every other Man, and which he has had 
Tone to confider with refpedl'to this prefent Motion. 

* For this Reafon, my Lords, I cannot but think the pre-- 
vioos Queftion highly expedient, but not for this Reaibn a- 
kyne ; for as the State of the Army and the proper Methods 
of augmenting it, are fobn to be examin'd by the othet 
Houfe, to prejudice their Determinations may raife a Contell: 
abdut Privileges, and oblige us either to perfift, for our own 
Honour, in Oppofition to Meafures necelTary to the Security 
of the Pliblic, or in Compliance with the prefent Exigence, 
accept their Scheme however oppofite to our own Refo- 
iutions. 

• Lord ,Carferet. 

' My Lords, the known Abilities of that noble Lord, lii-LniCariuili^ 
time me always to hear him with uncommon Expectation 
and Attention, which feldom fail to be rewarded by fuch 
fkafure a^ lafintoation as f^w other Men a^re able to afford. 

But 
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Aoiujt Oeot U. Bat his Obfervations ba the Queftion hefare us« my Lordsi 
174^ . '^^^ ^^X convioced ine, that the greateft Abilities may be 
fometimes betrayed intoError, and the moil candid Diipo- 
fition be vitiated by accidental Prejudices. For his own Ar- 
guments neither appear ji^i, nor his Reprefentation impar-^ 
tial, of thofe advanced in &vour of the Motion. 

* With reg^ to the Nuinber of OfHcers neceilary ip 
time of War, his liOrdOiip afferted nothing from his own 
Knowledge, nor do I believe that any other Lord will ima- 
gine himlelf qualified to difpute with the noble Duke upon 
Queftions purely Military His Experience entitles him to 
the higheft Authority, in Debates of this Kind ; and if eveiy 
Man has a Claim to Credit in his own Profeflion, furely, he 
who has given Evidence of his Proficiency in the Art of War 
in the Eyes of the whole World, will not be denied in this 
Houfe, that Superiority which would readily be allowed him 
In any other Part of the Univerfe. 

* And yet lefs, my liords, can it be fufpeded that he in- 
tends to deceive us, than that he can be deceived himfelf : 
for not only his Probity, his Love of his Country, and his 
Fidelity to the Crown, concur to fecure him from any Temp- 
tations to make an ill Ufe of his Credit ; but his own In- 
tereft obliges him to ofier that Scheme for the Regulation of 
our Forces, which in his own Opinion will moft certainly 
tontrlbute to their Sacce^. For, it is not to be doubted^ 
my Lords, that when we (hall be engaged in War too far 
for Negotiations and Conventions, when we (hall be for- 
lounded by Enemies, and terrified at the near Approach of 
Danger, he will be called upon to lead our Armies to Bat- 
tle ; and attack once more thoie Enemies that have fled fo 
t^ften before him. 

^ Then, my Lords, if he has contributed to form a weak 
Plan of our military Conititution, muil he atone, for it with 
the Lofs of his Reputation ; that Repqtation, for which he 
has undei^ne fo many Fatigues and been expofed to Co 
many Dangers. 

^ fiut, my Lords, it is ridiculous to fufpedl where no- 
thing appears to provoke Sufpicion, and 1 am very far (rem 
imagining, that the Dangers of Innovation, however artfully 
magnified, or the Apprehenfions of the Soldiers, however 
rhetorically reprefcnted, witf be thought of any Weight. 

* The Eftablifhment of the Army, my Lords, is an ImiD- 
Vation, and, as the noble Lord has juftly reprefented it, as 
lanovatipn that threatens nothing lefs than the DeitrufHon of 
our Liberties, and the DiiTolution of our Government. Our 
Vigilance ought therefore, to be very anxioufly em{doyed in 

>te^d^ting this new Part of ouf Coverquxent^ 9fld adapting 
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It, iQ SxA d siainier, to the national CoolKtatiop, that no Ann* i^Gcoilft 
Sftriinent mayarife firom it» and that our civil Rights may , ^H<^ 
Ik pjEOfi^ed, not c^preflfed, by the oiilitary Power. ' 

* To &is Pjorpefey fays the noble Lord, the Soldiers are 
to be teftnuned by a due Subordination to the Magiftrate, 
a Poiiticm undoufatedl^ true, but now fuperfluoufly urged. 
Bag k was never coi^overted by the noble Perfoa whofe 
QpiiniQn be intended to oppofe. 

' Should saay Man ailert, my Lords, that the Arm]e 
Goi^ to htf foi^aed into a diitind and independent Society, 
w&h fhodid receive Laws only from a Council of War^ 
^nd have no other Qovemour than their Officers, none fhould 
cfipoie fuch an A&rtion with more Ardour or Conftancyi 
tbaa myfdf^ bat what was never advanced it is unncceflai^ 
tocoUute. 

* Yet, my Lozds, to obviate thofe Dangers from the Ar« 
my whicli have been fo ftrongly and jufUy reprefented, it 
is acGeflaiy, not only that a legd Subordinadon to ,the civil 
Authority be firmly efbbliih'd, but that a perfonal Depen<^ 
dence on the Miniftry be taken away. 

' How madily Men learn to reverence and obey thofe on 
whom ^ir F^rUines depend, has been already (hewn by, 
the noblq Lord, «.id therefore it will follow, that a Miniilery 
yfbo di&ibutes Preferments at his pleafnre, may acquire fuch 
an InfhieaGe in the Army, as may bp employed to fecure 
bimfeif fiom Juftice by the Defb-udUon of Liberty. And 
uaikfs it can be proved that no fuch Minifter can ever exifl ; 
that ODnroptioa^ Ambition, and Perfidy, have place only in 
the miiitafy. Race.; eveiy Aigun^ent that fhews the Danger 
of an Army dependent only on the General, will (hew tho 
2>anfler likewife .of one dependent only on the Minifler. 

* The Influence of the Minifter, my Lords, is known to 
axife fiom the i^umber of the Oificers, and to be propor« 
tiflned to tiie Value of the Preferment, which it is in his 
Power to beftow i It is therefore evident, by adding new 
Officers to our Army, we fhall throw Weight into the Scale« 
\fbkk flineady is, at leafl, an equal Balance to our Con* 
ftitutioii, and enable the Miniflry either to empby an Army 
in Defence of their Measures, or to obtain fuch an Influence 
in the Parliament as fliall make any otjier Security fupejrfluous. 

* Such, my Lords, is the Danger of a Multitude pf OA 
fioers, a Danger which furely delerves more Attention, than 
the imaginary Prejudice of the Soldiers in Favour of tbe pre- 
fisBt EflaUimm/Ent ; a Prejudice reprefented fo powerfid both 
in our own Forces, and thofe ot' our Enemies, ijbat jthe fa* 
tiice SaGGds of oiv Arms may prbbaUy depend upon it* 

1740. 4 N 5 Surely 
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Jbn. T4 Ceo. If. ' Smtly, my Lords, that Caofe may be allowed indefen- 
1740. fible which fuch a Patron defends fo weakly. What can be 
V ""i^"" "^ more chimerical than to ima^ne that Men would lay down 
their Arms, and forfake their Standards, becaufe there are 
twenty more in a Company than have formerly been i That 
• fuch a i^anic fix>m fuch a Caaie was'never found, I need not 
prove, and I fcarce think it neceffary to afiert, that with- 
out fuppofing a univerfal Depravity of Rcafon it never can 
be found. 

. * I'he Efbibliftiment propofed by the noble Duke, is the 
fame with that of mod foreign Troc^ps, and pardcnlarly with 
that of his Majeily's Forces in his foreign Dominions, and, 
therefore, cannot but be approved by mm, if it ihouki be 
propofed by your LordChips. For why ihouki he imag^e a 
greater Number of Offices neceffary to the Troops of Greai* 
Britaitty than to thofe of any other Nation ? 
: '. The Expediency of the Motion, my Lords, is in my 
Opinion fo obvious and inconteftible, as to require no far- 
ther Confideration, and therefore it is no Argument agakift 
it, that we were not previouily informed of the Queftion. 

' Much le&, my Lords, can I difcover the Force of the 
Afiertion, that by fuch a Refolution we ihall excite the Dif' 
pleafure of the other Houfe ; we have, my Lords, at leaft 
an equal Right with them to examine any Poiition relating 
"to the public Security, a Right which we may exert with 
lefs Danger of difgufting them, while they have yet formed 
no Determination, and with le^ Danger to the Nation, than 
when their Opinion, whatever it may be, cannot be con- 
troverted without retarding the important Bill againfl Mu- 
tiny. 

• We are never offended, my Lords, at receiving the 
Opinions of the other Houfe which we often adopt without 
any Alteration, and often made ufe of for our own Infiruc- 
tlon, and now are become fo . contemptible as that no Re- 
gard fhould be paid by them to our Refolutions. 

Mt is well known, my Lords, that this Aflembly is an ef- 
(ential and conilituent Part of the LegtOature of this King- 
dom j and that we received from our AnCeiiois a great Ex- 
tent of Power, which it ought to be our Care not to fufier 
fo be contracted by Degrees, till this Affembly (haU become 
merely formal, and fit only to ratify implicitly the Determi- 
nations of the other Houfe/ 

Several other Lords fpoke in the Debate, and the pre- 
vious QuefUon being pat, upon a Divifion, it paiTed in the 
Ae Mbtlni le- Negative. Content 42. Not Content 59. On which Oc- 
jeaed. caiion was entered the following Froteit 

Dtfintkntw 
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Bifentient, Ann. t^ G<5o. H 

* I. Becaule we conceive. That this Motion ought not to 1740. ', 
have been laid aiide by the previous Queftion, the Arguments 
urged in the Debate againft our coming to this Refolutiorf at 
this Tiznejy being, in our Opinion, hignly infufficient; fmcet 
we cannot apprehend what further Lights could be had with 
jRelation to tj&e feveral Proportions contained in the Quef-. 
tion, than thoie we received in the Debate, authorized by 
the Uiage of altnoft all the Nations in Europe ; nor were 
there any particular Papers pointed out, as necefiary for the. 
Information of the Houfe ; and we thought this the pro- 
pereft Time to come to this Refolution, before any Steps were 
taken as to the Method of making the intended Aug^n* 
tatioh. 

* 2. Becauie it was proved in the Debate, and univerfally 
admitted, that the Augmentation of our Land-Forces, by; 
the raifiog of new Corps, was, by near one Third, a 
more expeniive Manner of Augmentiog, than by additional 
Men to Companies. A Conlideration which, in our Opi- 
nion, ought to have the greatefl Weight, at this Time, when 
the Nation is engaged in a new War, and flill groaning Un- 
der all the Burthen of the laft, though after Thirty Year's 
Peace. 

* 3. Becauie, coniidering that the Oeconomy of Augment* 
jng the Forces by additional Men to Companies, was admit- 
ted, that the Utility of it was not difproved, we cannot help 
fufpedbng, that the raifing of new Corps at this Time, when 
the £ledion of a new Parliament draws fo near, may be of 
a dangerous Tendency to the tJonilitution of this Kingdom, 
and relate more to Civil than Military Service, efpecially iince 
there are now no Officers to be found ( the Officers now rer 
maining upon Half- pay, having been already judged, by the 
Admini&'ation, unfit for Service) it is, in our Opinion, openr 
ing a Door to introduce a large Body of Commifilon'd Fen- 
fioners. Thefe Sufpicions are Itrengthened by the Experience 
we have had, That no Rank has been either above, or be- • 
low MiniHerial Refcntment, and the Severity of Parliamen-- 
tary Difcipline 5 and we mufl with Concern obferve, that the 
Hoaoar of the Nation, and the Fate of this important Vf ar, 
has been entruAed to raw and new levied Troops, in order, 
38 we apprehend, to keep the others at Home* only for Civil 
Piirpofes.* 

Wefim^relandy Norihamftony Shaftfiutyy Suffolk^ 

Abingtw, ChtfttrfitU^ Halifax, Carliflu Wih 

lougbbj de Brooke^ Oxford, Gr^inwicby Ba* 
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Aiui«x4G«.n« thurflt CManty Middlefon^ Gtfwer^ StiJ^* 

I74P« water, Hereford^ Briftoly Litchfield, Thanet, 

%^ -^^^^ mJ Berkjhtrz, Aylesford^ Talbot, Haverftam. 

Motion for Ad- January 28, 1 740-1 . it ^vas moved to refolve, * Tliat an 

airal KcTffM's Gamble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that- he will be 

Repitfentations gracioufly pleafed to give Diredions to the proper Officer^ 

fcrjmore Staips^ ^ j^^ before this HoiSe, fuch Reprefentations^ as have been 

inade by Vice- Admiral Vemon, in any of his Letters to his 

Majefty*s Principal Secretaries of State, or to the Comiiiif- 

fioners of the Admiralty, in relation to the want of mom 

Ships, or more Men, or any Intimations of Service he coold 

have performed, if he had been fapply*d with aicw more 

Ships, and fome Land-Forces.* 

The iame was objedled to, and after Debate thereupon, 
the Qneftion was put, Whedver fuch an Addrefs fiiall be pit« 
fented to his Majefty ? It was leiblved in the Negative. Con^ 
Rcjeaed. lent 44. Not Content 71 . 

Difeittienf 
FfDteft thenon. ' Becanfe we conceive, that the Houfe entered into tlitt 
Enquiry, with a View to form a proper Judgment <m the 
Condu£l of the War ; and fome £xtra6ls of Letters, hove 
been iaid^efbre as, but fuch, as we apprehend, do noteten 
anfwer the Demand of the Houfe much lefs the End of the 
Enquiry : yet it appears plainly, from thofe few ExCrads, 
that Admiral Vernon has nmde fi«qnent and grievous Cora- 
plaints of the Infufficiency of his Stores, and has reprd^ted 
them as £t only for a ^pithead Expedition : We have there- 
fore the ffaxmgeft Grounds to be perfuaded, diat in fome of 
his Letters, he has made Demands of more Ships, and more 
Men, tho' nothing relating to thofe Articles has been laid 
before us hitherto. Had he been fent out with a greater 
Force at firft, or had freih Succours of Ships and Men with 
proper Stores, been fent after him in due time, we are firm- 
ly of Opinion, that he would have gainM fuch -further .Ad- 
vantages as might long before now have ^rovtd Decijkfe, 
fiy the dilatory Proceeding of the Adminiibation, as it Ap- 
pears to us, the Scene is much changed ; the Spanfjh Fl»st 
has been fufferM to fail out of their Ports, to carry Supplies 
iDf all Kinds to their Garrifons ; ^Opportunity has been «hren 
them to repair their Fortifications in America ; and^ which is 
ftill of more Confequence, as we fisar, to procure die Af- 
£|buice of another Power, who was not ready, ifwJUing, at 
^ihattiffle, tagivc lis any Diihiibance hi thofe Puts/ 
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Cremwict, Beryhiriy Extter^ 6ufhurft, 5^i^/ Awi, 14Oeo.fI. 
hury^ Man/el, Bridgwater^ Foley^ Thanet^ '7 ^ ^ 
Carlijky Middktm^ MoHtJ4>y, Bruce^ Suffcflk^ ^'"^"^.""^"-J 
Weftmwrelandj Gonuer^ Huver/htan^ Kir^ Aylef- 

• fordy B»ccleugh, Cohbam^ Beau/art^ . Hgn* 
fordf Denbi^y Abingdofi, Litxbfield* 

» • 

Then it was propofed to order, that a Secret Committee *^^**^^.*^^ 
l>e aj^mted to enquire into the Cotlda€t of the War, con- **^ CoHM|>tte«k 
fifting of all the Lords of this Hotiie who are of hiB Maje(^*t 
xBoii Honourable Privy- CounciL Which being obje^ed to» 
a&er furtho: Detmte, the QueDdon was put upon the fecond 
Bropofition, and it was refolved in the Negative. Contest 43. ^N^^^ 
Not Content 68. 

* I . jBecaufe the Neceffity of Secrecy^ and the Dagger of f^^^ 
oMtomunicating Matters of Importance, to fo numerous aa 
Afiembly as £is Hoofe, having been confbuidy urged as thtt 
only Arguments, for refuiing the Lights abfolutely necei&iy 
for carrying on, with any Hopes of Snccds, our Enqoii^ 
into the unaccountabe Condudt of the War, we though the 
propofing of this Oovunittee would fully have obviated thofo 
ObjefUons by confining the Knowledge of thofe Secrets, (if 
any fuch there be amongft thofe who by die Coni^tution ar& 
fiq>posM and appointed to be informed of |hem ) and thi 
Negative put upon this Motion, gives us but too juft Reafon 
to rafpedy that the moft material Tranfa£lions, with relation 
to this War, have even been concealed from thofe, who, by 
their Situations, ought, in the very £rii: Inllance, to have 
been confulted. 

* 2. Becauie the io often urged Argument of Secrecy 
moves too much, and may as often without, as with Reaf^, 
be ufed in Bar of all Ejiquiries, that any Adminiibation, 
conidous either of their Guilt, or their Ignorance, may de- 
iire to defeat. It may not only prove the Security, but the 
Cauie of a S(^e MiniHer, Secreq^, being undoubtedly beft 
ol^erved by one; and fuch a Sole Miniibr, may, by the 
fame Reafoning, as well refafe the Cohdmtnication of Mea- 
fftres to the reil of his Mi^efty'^ Cotmcil, rand thereby en- 
gKffe a Power incdnfiiletit with, and iatal >to, this ConHi- 
totion; aiid ive iaannot kelp obfervhig, that fbch a timorous 
and a fcircipnlons Secrecy, is much oftener the Refuge df 
Guilt, than the Refbrt of Innooence. 

Signed'fy ihe fOm-hn-ds as bef^e,. 

■ .. * ... 


Aiin.i40«o.ir« fft, 5. 174.0-1. The Order of the Day being read, for 
!Z^- f taking into Confideration the feveral Eilimates of the Charge 
^*~ of the Guards, Garrifons, and other Land-Forccs, the Charge 
of his Majefty*s Forces in the Plantations, Minorca and Gi- 
brait^r^ and the Charge of Seven Regiments of Foot, and 
four Regiments of Marines, to be raiied for the Year 17419 
laid before this Houfe, the 19th of January hSc 

Morion for an I^ was moved to refdve, * That an humble Addrefs be 

Addrefs Againft prefented to his Majefty, humbly reprefenting to his Ma^ 

the intended )eSty, that this Houfe cannot conceive the intended Aug.* 

^^m^"S ""^ mentation of Land-Forces, to be neceilary, either from. 

"°'»^^* the prefent Situation of Affairs in Europe^ or from any 

Lights they have received ; fuch as have always been 

thought neceffary by our Artceftors, to juftify the laying 

any extraordinary Burthens on the Subjefi: And moil 

humbly to befeech his Majefty, that if he fhould howeVlsr 

think fo great an Augmentation abfolutely necei&ry, he' 

will, at leait, be gracioufly pleafed, as well for the prefent, 

as for the future £afe of his Subjeds, to order it to be 

made in the moft frugal Mannej, by fuch an. Addition of 

private Men to the prefent Regiments, as his Majeiiy, from 

his own Wifdom and Knowledge of the Pra£Uce of moft 

other Countries, may judge to be mod proper for Military- 

Service, and lead dangerous to this ConfUtution.' 

Which being objected to, after long Debate thereupon, 
the Queftlon was put, whether fuch an Addrefs fhall be pre- 
Kejeaed. iented to his Majeiiy ? It was refolved in the Negative. 

Content 49. Not Content 67. 

DiJ/entient* 
frouft thereon. I . Becaufe we conceive, that nothing lefs than an evident 
and abfolute Neceiiity fhould prevail with us, to confent to 
any Augmentation of our , Land-Forces, Which in our Opi- 
nions are, at prefent, fully fufiicient for any good Purpofes, • 
either abroad, or at home ; being very near equal to the 
higheil Eikbliihment, during the whole Courfe of the lail 
general War ; the National Troops now fubiifling ( excluiive 
of thofe in Ireland) amount to 91^1; Effedtive Men: 
Whereas our greateil Number of National Troops, in the 
laft War, was but 67000 Men, including the Non-Ef^dives ; 
which, reduced to the Foot of our prefent Eftabliihment, 
makes but 97000 EfFedUve Men; and the prefent intended 
Augmentation of 1032; Men, is fuch an exceeding as can. 
only be authorized by the like public Dangers ; which Dan- 
gers not appearing to us, either from the Debate, or from 
any Information we hav« obtained, we are unwiUiag to trufk 
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more Force in the Hand of an Adminiflration, which (asAon. uGea^ff* 
far as we are able to recolleft ) have not hitherto employ'd- ^ JZ^ 
any- they have been fo trufted with to the Honour and Ad- 
vantage of die Nation. Extraordinary Truft and Confidence 
ought, as we apprehend, only to be placed in fuch, who, 
by the Experience of their jJaft Condu^, havejuftly eilablifh- 
ed their Credit, and entitled themfelves to be {o trufted. 
But when we look back upon the feveral Augmentations 
■within thefe laft Twenty Years, demanded and granted upon 
Caufes more ftrongly aflerted, than clea'ly proved, but vifi- 
biy without any good End ever attained : and particularly 
when we relied that by a moil unaccountable Fluduation 
and Contrariety of Meafures, a very great Augmentationf 
was made in the Year 1727, to aa in Conjunftion with 
France, againft the Houfe of Jufiria, for whofe Defence 
the prefent Augmentation is faid to be principally intend- 
ed : We thought it our Duty to endeavour to prevent any 
unnecefTary Increafe of our Land- Forces, not being in- 
fluenced either by the pretended Apprehenfions, or real Fears 
of an Adrainiftration, the Boldeft in Domedic, but, as we 
apprehend, the mod Puiillanimous in Foreign Tranfadions. 

* 2. Becaufe we conceive, that Dangers alledged from 
DifafFeftion at Home, are, in a great Meafure, groundlefs j 

. no Symptoms of fuch Difaffbdion having appearvd for numy 
Years, and the Principles upon which it was formerly ground- 
ed, being almoft univerfally worn out and exploded. And 
we think it highly necefTary to diftinguiih between DifafTec- 
tion arifing only from the Condud of the Adminiftration, 
and Difaii^dion to his Majefty and his Royal Family, tho* 
fome may defire to blend them. For had .the prefent Ge- 
neral DifTatis&dion at the inglorious, tho* burthenfome Mea- 
fures of the Adminiftration, been, in truth, Difafledion to 
his Majefty, as hath been often falfely fuggefled by thofe who 
defire to confound hisCaufe with their own, twice the Num- 
ber of Troops now propofed would not be fufficient to fe- 
cure the Peace of the Kingdom ; but, on the contrary, we 
are perfuaded, that the Duty and Loyalty of the Nation to 
his Majefty and his Royal Family, and their Hopes from 
his Virtues, have checkM and kept the Diflatisfadion a- 
gainft the Admiftration within the due Bounds of Conceril 
and Lamentation. 

* 3. Becaufe, confidering the Advantage of our Situation, 
as an Ifland, and our Superiority at Sea, it is impolTible for 
US to think ourfelves in any Danger of an Invafion from 
Spain, even if thofe Fleets were now in their Ports, which 
we fufFer'd them to fend to America : Nor can we conceive, 
that about 2^,000 e^edive Mea» now aduall/ in this King^ 

dom. 
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Am. ^^n. Adorn, with all thr Advantages of Hoffc and AitiQny, k 
>74o* qpt Foic« fu^cieat to ieciure us Arom ^By Body of Foot, that 
any other Power oould pofllbly land on o^ Coafb by Suxpri^e. 
A«d» a3 for any g;reat £inb<u'kation» it can neither be made 
on a AiddeDy nor in fecret ; we mufl have timely Notice to 
provide fuperior Fleets, (which> in fuch a Cafe^ we prdume> 
wouU be allowM to aft) to ih^ngthen our own Corps, an4 
tender fuch an Attempt whoUy impra&icable : In which Opi* 
nioii we are the more confirmedy becaufe that in the m<A 
glorious Year of the lafi War, when the Duke of Maribo^ 
r$d^b and his Army were in the middle of Germawji,, out of 
tbe Reach of giving us any AfllflanQe at Home, it was not 
IJb^ght neceflary, by the wife Adminiftration of that Time,. 
tf^ Ipeep above 9000 Men in (his Ifland, for our Defence a- 
j^unft Fraiacit then irritated by our SucceiTes i. and fuiely, 
three times that Number muft be now abundantly fijfiicient^ 
Hnle& more are wanted £>r Furpofes not thought of by for- 
mer Adminiflrations, nor yet openly avow'd by this. 

* JSecanfe, whatever Demands may h^ mad^ upon «s by 
ear Allies on the Continent, we conceive may be anfwered 
by the Foreign Troops now in our Fay i and ihould any 
iSk^rther Afiiflance to them be neceflkry, it WiU not only be 
cheaper, and iafer to us, but more advantageoiis and agree- 
able to thofe Powers themfelves, that we ihould fumifli our 
<^ta*s in Money, with which they may raife a greater Num- 
ber of Men than we ar^ obliged to fupply. 

* ^ . Becaufe it has been undeniably prpved, that this Me* 
thod of Augmentation by new Corps, is, by one thiid, 
more expenfive than that of adding private Men to Compa- 
njes ; the ]£xpence of raifing thofe ^70^ Men amounting to 
ii6,3S2/. 14/. 2/ whereas 5780, raifed by additional 
Men to Companies, with a Second lieutenant to each Com- 
pany, would havjs amoimted but to 86,992 /. 15/. whidi 
would be not only a preient Saving of 29,329 /. but a fatum 
Saving of 10,1 34 /• per Annum; upon the Half pay of the 
Officers of thole Seven Regiments, the few Officers taken 
out of the Half-pay only excepted. An^ we tbink, that at 
a Time when the Public Expence is ib very confid^rable, the 
flrideft Oeconomy is requiiite, the better to citable a bur- 
dened and indebted Nation to f:Qntinue thofe Expences, that 
may be more neceifaiy to be borne, than eafy to be fupply'd. 
Ana, as to the Advantage of the Service, the Fai^ plainly 
proved in the Debate, together with the Pra^Uc^ of moft o* 
ikyix Nations in Eurepi, and, in particular, of his Majcfty's 
£iedoral Dominions, ponvin$:e us, that if this Augmentation 
was made by additional Men to Companies, with a proper 
ificreaie of geneants and CoifQi^aJis, the Mitory Secvice, at 

lea^. 
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ieafty for which alone it ought to be intended, would be bet- Ann. 14 Geo. 11% 
tcr carried on than by the Methods now to be purfued. • i74o« 

' .6. Becaufe Arguments drawn from the Ufage of France, 
we conceive, do not hold with relation to us, it being well 
known, that the Expence Of 150,000 French Troops do not 
amount to more than c 00,000 Englijh i that their Govem- 
znent, tho^ once limitea, is now Abfolute and Military. That 
the Poverty of their numerous Nobility forces moil of them 
into the Anny> where the Court is glad to engage and keep 
them in Dependance ; and that no Danger . can arife to that 
ConfUtution from the Civil Influence^ which may attend fuch 
an Eilabliihment, . their Parliament being only nominated by 
the Crown, and long iince reducM^ bv Minifterial Arts, from 
their original Power and Dignity, to be no more than Courts 
of Juftice and Revenue* 

' 7. Becaufe we apprehend that this Method of Augmenta- 
tion by new Corps, may be attended with Confequences fatal 
in Time to our Constitution, by incseaiing the Nun:^}er of 
Commiifions which may be diijpc^ed of with Regard to par- 
liamentary Influence only. And when we look back upoi^ 
the Condu^i of the Adminiftration> in rdation to military 
Affairs, we have but too. much Reafon to fufpe£^, that par« 
liamentary Confiderations have of late been the principal 
Caufes of Favour and Difgrace. We have lately too, feen 
new raifed, raw, and undifciplined Regiments fen^ abroad upon 
the moil important Services, and others, feemingly much ntter 
for fuch Services, peaceably encamped at home, for no other 
Reafon, as is generally fuppofed, than the different Situati- 
on of the re^dlive Officers of the feveral Corps : But this, 
at leaft, is certain, that in all the new-raifed Regiments fent 
to ^«!r^r«V^^, there is but one fmgle Member 61 Parliament 
which could hardly have been the Cafe of any equal Num- 
ber of Regiments in the whole Service. And what furth^ 
induces us to entertain thofe Sufpicions is, that this Method 
of Augmentation, by one Third the mofl Expenfive, and by 
no Means proved to be the moft conducive to the Service^ 
ihould be preferred at this Time, when an OEconomy pro- 
portioned to the Greatnefs of our Expences, feems particu- 
larly requifite 5 fmce the War, by our Inadlion hitherto, 
and the Advantages thereby given to the Enemy, may now 
probably be of long Duration, if not of doubtful Succefs. 
Our Difbufl of the Motives of this Augmentation, which 
creates at once 370 Officers, which by the Removals in the 
Army may occafion three Times that I^umber of new Com- 
miffions, ought to be the greater, and our Care to prevent 
the ill EfFecls of it the more, vigilant, fo near the Eledion 
of a new Parliament j a Crifis, when any Increafe of Influ- 

1740. * 4 cncc 
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Aftfu t4Geo. IL ence eained to ft Vllsa&tr, may give a decifive and incara' 
<74o« ble Wound to thii Conftitution. And we cannot forget that 

^^'••V"^" ^ juj Augmentation of 8040 Men was likewife made the very 
Year of the Ele^ons of the prefent Parliament, by bringing 
over eight Regiments from Ireland, and by additional Sfen 
to Corps in Britain^ which Time has iince (hewn v^re ne- 
ver ' intended for foreign Service, though they were (aid to 
be deiigned for the Prefervation of the Dominions of the 
Houfe of Aufiria^ which we then lay under the iame En- 

fagements both of Intereft and Treaties to defend. The 
lumber of Officers in Parliament has gradually increafed, 
and is now more confideiable than ever ; and though we 
think the Gentlemen of the Army as little liable to undue In- 
fluence as any other Body of Men« yet we think it would be 
very imprudent to truil the very Fundamentals of our Con- 
fiitution, the Independency of Parliaments^to the uncertain Ef^ 
fe£b of MiniAerial Favour or Refentment. And as h is well 
known that the four aldefl Officers of the Army (the only 
Officers who have ferved in any high Rank abroad^ are noy^ 
difplacedy without any Crime having ever been aJledged a- 
gamil them, we have great Cauie to dread, that an Army 
Sius circumflanced, and thus influenced, would, in each 
Capacity, be fatal to our Liberties, fince Minifterial Art in 
Parliaments can alone deflroy the EfTence of our Confli- 
ttttion, and open Violence alone, the Forms of it. 

Wardf BuccJeugh^ Dtn&igk, Weftmnreland^ Ex- 
it er^ Bridgtwater^ , Greennmch, Bfifto!^ Berk- 
fiirif falmoutby Abingdon ^ R. Lincoln, Mont 
jp» Aylesfard, Chefierfield, Halifax, Sbafis- 
bury, Cobbam, Batburft, Litcbfield, Beaufort^ 
MaccUifield, Bruce, Bedford, Gotuer, Car- 
life, Foley, Tbanet, Ker, Hereford, Manfel, 
mafham, Talbot, Ha^virjham, 

Fehuaty 1O9 1 740-1, it was moved torefolve, 
MbtioBforatt ' That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
^pen, &e, re- that he Will be gracioufly pleafed to give Dire6tions to the 
kting to the • proper Officers to lay before this Houfle all the Powers, In- 
GooYentioD. ftru£lions. Memorials, Letters and Papers relating to the 
Convention concluded between Great Britain and Spain, 
dated at the Pardo, January 14, 1739, ^. 5/ 

A Queftion was fbued upon the faid Motion. After 
Debate the QuefHon was put. Whether fuch an Addreis Audi 
l^^u^^ be prefented to his Majefly ? It was refolved in the Ne- 

^^^ gauve. Contents 46, Not Contents 67. 

JHf 
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• I. fiecaiife wc thought an Enquiry into a Tranfaflion of . 1?^* , 
fuch great Importance to the Honour, Trade and Rights ^Z^^^xT • 
of thS Nation, not only neceffaiy, but totally free from aU*^^*^*^"* 
the Objedtions ufuallv made to the Calling for Papers. The 
Convention having oeen concluded in January^ 1 719, and 
War having been fince declared ^gainft Spain, fo tiiat we. 
cannot conceive, that any Difcovery prejudicial to ths9 Nati^ 
on, or advantageous to any other, can poilibly refult from, 
an Examination into the minuceft Particles of that Negoti^^ 
don ; but we rather appi«bend from the manifeft Unwil-^ 
lingne£ of the Adminilbation to lay any fuch Lights before^ 
us, that Difcoveries of another Nature; would be the necef- 
&rY Confe^enQe of the Communication of the Papers'! 
oalled for in this Queflion. 

« 2 Becaufe^ when we compare the Conduft of thei Ad- 
miniflration thro' the whole Courfe of the Sfani/b- ASsm^ 
with feveral Circamflances that have accidentally appeared, 
to the Pubh'c, we conceive evdiy Part of that Conduct 
liable to jufl Suipicions of one Kind or other. The repeated. 
Applications of the Merchants, both to the Crown and to 
Parliament, for Kepar^tion for the pail Loifes, and future Se-. 
Cttrity for their Trade, the univerfal Cries of the Nation up-. 
on their infulted Honour and violated Rights, the feveial 
Addrefles of i^liament to the Crown, and th^ nacioua. 
Anfwers and AiTurances given by th^ Crown, in Return^ 
leemed all to promife ajuft (and at that Time.eafy) Ven- 
geance by the Force of our Arms, or an effi^dual Repara- 
tion of paft and folid Security againfl future Injuries, by an^ 
advantageous Treaty of Peace, whereas a Convention only 
wa^ concluded, by which a fcanty and infufficjent Reparation< 
for our mjured M^hants was ftipukted, and our mod efTen-. 
tial and undoubted Rights of a free Navigation to the Weft-. 
Jn&Vi, without Search or Molefbtion, was at mofi reftrr«d to. 
the future Difcnflion of Plenipotentiaries, if even, it was everi 
mentioned at all. 

' 3. BeCaufe it has been afTerted in a public Paper dif-s 
perfed all over Eurofe by the Court of Spatn^ that our Pre- 
tenfion to a free Navigation was never io much as menti<med^ 
by our Minifters, till the Conferences aafing in Confequence. 
of the Convention,, and that the Demand was never made in» 
Form till July i739f which was after the Convention was* 
broke by the Non-Payment, of the Money ftipulated qq the 
appointed 24th of Min, and thongh we are far from aflert^. 
ing the Contents of uich Papers to be true, yet» as they, 
cannot but raife fome Doubt, that alone, in a Matter oC 
iujch great national Confequence, feems to be a fufiicient^ 

4O a R^ 
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ili».i4Gco.n. RcafoB for a ftrift Enquiry, cfpedally fincc we cannot fc© 
174-0- any Advantage that could arife to the King of $pain from 
aiilerting thele Fads, if they were not true ; but on the 
other Hand we fee very ftrong Reafons why the Adminiika- 
tion ihould defire to conceal them, if they are true. 

' 4. Becaufe if the bare Suppofition of Cafes that may 
poflibly exift, is to be ufed as an Argument why the Houfe 
Ihould not apply for Lights, we conceive that the Suppofi- 
tion of other Cafes equally poifible, and it may be more 
probable, is as good an Argument why the Houie fhould ap- 
ply for fuch Informations ; confequently, if we fuppofe that 
the Convention concluded at Madrid, Jan, 14, 1739, was 
originally negotiated and executed at London in Juguft 1738, 
with the Spanijh Miniiler then refiding here, but that upon 
Spain's inferting in the Body of the Ratifications of that- 
Convention, an A6t obliging our South-Sea Company to. 
pay the Sum of fixty-eight thouiand Poands towards the Re- 
paration to be mad^ to our Merchants, which A£t was then 
intended to be kept fecret, though fince difcovered by the 
neceiTary Communication of it to the South-Sea Company^ 
and their Non-compliance therewith ; if we fuppofe chat 
thereupon the fame Treaty was re-executed by our Minifter 
at Madrid, who was intruded at the fame Time, to confent 
to an Ad of the fame Import, but varied only fo as to con-- 
ceal it ; and if we further fuppofe that this Sacrifice of the 
South-Sea Company was originally propofed by one Englifi 
Minifter to the Spanijh Minmer, and upon his accepting it, 
rejefted in an Office-letter by another Englijh Minifler, tho*, 
afterveards brought into Execution ; and if thefe Suppofitions 
arc in a great meafure confirmed by fome of Mr. ^^<«'s Let- 
ters, which have been made public, we conceive fuch Tranf- 
adlions ought not to be buried in Oblivion^ and the Author 
and his Accomplices remain uncenfured. 

* 5. Becaufe we conceive the Argument of its being too 
late in Point of Time, can be of no Force, and only tends 
to prove that the Houfe will think no Time proper for call- 
ing for fuch Papers. Some have been refufed to be called 
for by the Houfe, becaufe they related to the prefent Time, 
and whilft Matters were in Tranfadlion,, a Diicovery might 
be dangerous j others, becaufe they related to future Opera- 
tions, and there alfo a Difcovery of Defigns might be detri- 
mental. The prefent Motion related to Matters entirely 
pafsM, which being reje6led, we muft give up all further 
Hopes ,of receiving any Lights, relating cither to pafl, tO' 
.prefent. or to future Tranfa^lions. Poftcrity mufl therefore, 
pe convinced^ that we have been reduced to the Ncceffity 

of 
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<>f taking Matters in the Grofs, and of weighing the Sum of Aau f4GcQ.flU 

Things, fincc the Particulars arc hid froiji our Sight.* '74o« 

Carlijle, Bruce, Bathurft^ Northampton, J^a* 

fifam, Aylesfori, Suffolk, Ker, Macclesfield, 

Man/el, Falmouth, Ward, Gower, Weftmore- 

hnd, Hereford, Cohham, Exeter ^ Litchfield^ 

Greenwich, Clinton, Beaufort, 

Feb. 13. The remarkable * Debate, which Med two Debate on 
3>ays, upon the following Queftion, «i;i«. 'Whether an hum- Motion for «-. 
blc Addrefs ftould be prcfented to his Majefty, that he would "^^^T^^^^^ 
be gracioufly plcafed to remove the Right Honourable Sir ^o- ^* 

bert fValfoU, Knight of the moft noble Order of the Garter, 
£rfl: Commjffion^r fw executing the Office of Treafurer of 
the Excl^quer, Chancellor and (Jnder-Treafurer of the Ex- 
chequer, and one of his Majefiy's moH honourable Privy- 
Council, from his Majefly's Prefence and Councils for ever, 
was thus open'd by the Lord Carteret^, 

* My Lords, I have a Motion to make to your Lordfhips, The Lord C*«* 
which, as a Friend to our prefent happy Eftablifliment, as a'*^*^' • 
Friend to his moil gracious Majefty now upon x the Throne, 

as a Friend to my Country, and as a Member of this Houfe, 
I thinjc I am in Duty bound to make ; but, as it is a Motion 
of an extraordinary, though not an unprecedented Natuil?, £ 
muft firft beg Leave to ihew you my ^eafons for making it, 
and, I hope to ihew fuch Reafons, as will induce every Lord 
of this Houfe to think, that it is now abfolutely neceilaiy to^ 
comply with it. 

* My Lords, it is the Duty of IVtrliameBt, and efpecially 
of this Houie, to give bur Sovereign our inoft fmcere Advice, 
not only when it is aik*d, but often when it is not defired by 
the Crown. As Members of this Houfe, we are in Duty\ 
bound to have a watchful Eye over the public Meafures his^ 
Majefty is advifed to purfue; and over the chief Minifters 
he is plcafed to employ in the Adminiftration of public Af-. 
fairs ; and when we are of Opinion, that the Meafures hfts 
is advifed to purfue are wrong, or that the Minifters he is 
pieafed to employ are weak or wicked, it is our Duty and 
our Buiinefs, whUe we fit here, to warn our Sovereign of 
his Danger, and to remove weak or wicked Counfellors from 
about his Throne. As to the Parliamentary Methods of re-' 
moving a Minifter, I need not acquaint your Lordfhips that 

thex. 

* For that of the Commons on the fame Queftign, fee CbanJ, Hii^^ 
^s^^ I ^Geo, 11, 174.0. p. 65, 
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14 Geo. II. they ait of feveral Kinds, and that all but one tend to punifli 
^^ 1 •* ^*^ ** remove. When we proceed bv Impeachment, by 
Bill of Attainder, or by Bill of Pains and Penalties, the De- 
fign is to ponKh as well as remove s but there is another 
Way of Proceeding in Parliament, which tends oiUy to re 
move the Minifter from the Kin^s Councils, without in- 
fli^ne any real Punifhment upon him, and that is, by an 
humbfe AddreTs to our Sovereign, that he would be graci- 
ouily pleafed to remove fuch a one from his Councils. 

• I Dclieve, my Lords, it will not be queftioned, that 
either Houfe of Parliament may offer fuch Advice to the 
Crown by way of humble Addrels ; I believe it will not be 
iaid, that it is unufual, or unprecedented ; and there^^re I 
I ihall not trouble your Lordflups, with /calling to your Re- 
membrance, any of the Precedents that mav be found in the 
Journals of Parliament. I (hall only take Notice of the Dif- 
ference between the Methods of proceeding by Impeachment, 
by Bill of Attainder, or Bill of Pains and Penalties ; and this 
Method of Proceeding, by Way of humble Addrefs to the 
Crown. When we proceed by Impeachment, by BUI of At- 
tainder, or by Bill of Pains and Penalties, fome particular 
criminal Padts muft be alledged, and there muH be lome fort 
tji Proof of thofe Fadts ? but when we proceed by Way of 
Addrefs to the Kin^, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to 
remove fuch a Miniiler from his Council, a general View of - 
that Minifter*s Condudl, a general View of public Afiairs, 
may afibrd juft Caufe for fuch an Addrefs, and common Fame^ 
is a fuificient Proof ; for when no particular Fad is iniifled 
on, it is impoffible to bring any particular Proof. This, my 
Lords, is the Difference ; and the Reafon of this Difference* 
it very plain. When a Man is to be punifhed^ either in His 
Perfon, his Freedom, or Eflate, fome Crime, or criminal 
Negleft, ought to be not only alledged, but proved by a 1«- 
gal Proof, or by flrong Prefumptions ; but as his not being- 
employed in the King*s Councils neither zSeSts his Perfon^ 
bis Freedom, nor his Eftate, therefore Weaknefs alonf, or i 
general bad Character, may be a good Caufe for removing 
him. A weak Man is certainly, in any Country, very unht 
for being in the King's Councils : and, in a popular Govern- 
ment, a Man who has incurred the general Odium of the 
People, ought not to be continued in the King's Councils, 
bfecaafe the Unpopularity of the Minilter may at lail aiFeft 
the Throne itfelf, and render the People difafFefted to theif 
Sovereign. 

* Imuft therefore defire your Lordflilps to take particular 
care to diftinguilh between the Method of Proceeding a»inli 
a Miniftei' by ImpeaclKment, by Bill of Attainder, or Bw of 
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Padas and Penaldes, and the Method of Procaedlng deainft a Aniui4 G«o>. II. 
Minifter by Addreis only ; becaufe, if yoa do not mke care '74^- 
to £z this DifUndtion in vour Minds, vou may expedt from 
me what I do not intend to give, ana what the Nature of 
die Modon I am to make, renders it not only unneceilary, 
bat mifit ibr me to give. I am to move only for an humble 
Addreis to his Majefly, that he would be gracioufly pleaied 
ID remove a Miniiler, I may fay. The Minifter, firom his 
Cooncils ; and therefore, it is both unneceflary, and unfit for 
Bie» to charge that Miniiler with any particular Crime, or 
to acqiiaint your Lordfhips that I have, and am ready to pro- 
dace particular Proofs againft him. If this werje my Inten- 
tioD, I (hould think it below my Dignity, as a Member of 
dkis Hoofe, to content myfelf with moving for an humble 
Addreis ; I (hould think it incumbent upon me diredly to 
impeach, let the Cdnfequence be what it would. Therefore 
joor Lordfhips are not to expedt, that I am to accufe any 
Minifler of a particular Crime, or that I am to tell you, that 
I am ready to bring ProoB of what I alledge againit htm. If 
I can fhew that the Aflairs of Europe have been brought into 
ihe unlucky Situation in which they are at prefent, by the 
CooduA of this Nation ; or if I can fhew, that the difbefied 
Condition in whjch our People now are, is wholly owing to 
oar own Condu£l ; either of thefe will be a^ Argument that 
muft, that ought at leafl, to prevail with every Lord who is 
convinced, that this Minifler has been the princq>al, if not 
the fole Advifer of that Condu£t. If the People be me- 
rally difiatisfied with the late Condu^ of Our public A&irs, 
and if that general DiiIatis&£Uon be wholly direfled againfl 
any one Man in the Adminiflration, as our Government is 
ftiU, I hope, a popular Government, it is a fuffident Caufe 
for this Hoi^ to let his Majefly know the Chara^r of Jus 
Minifler, by an Addreis to remove him from his Councils. 
If there be any one of his Majefly *s Miniilers that has ufurp* 
cd, or that even i$ generally thought to have ufurped the 
fole Power of dire£lmg all public AfBiirs, and recommend- 
ing to aU public Pofb, Honours and Employments, it is our 
Duty, at leafl, to addrefs his Majefly to remove fuch a Mi- 
nifler, becaufe fiich a one is inconfiflent with the Coniiitur 
don of our Government. 

* Upon this Queflion, my Lords, it fignifies nothing whe- 
ther the general Charadler the Miniiler has gained, or the 
MifconduS he has been guilty of, has been owing to his 
Weaknefs, or his Wickednefs ; for either is a fufHcient Caufe 
for having him removed. But I mufl obferve, that till he 
is Kmoyed, it cannot be made manifefl by proper Proofs, 
wiecher hl& ftliicondttA, or his general bad Character, be 
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i40«>.n* owing to his Weakifefs or Wickednefs j for artful Mlnifters 
^74^ , always adl by Tools ^nd under Agents, who, whilft their 
Patcon is in Power, will never reveal the flagitious Secrets 
Gonunitted b^ him to their Charge s but as uich Men are 
feldom faithful any longer than it is their Intereft to be fo^ 
remove the Minifter once from the King's Councils, put it 
out of his Power to reward the wicked Fidelity of his AfTo^ 
dates and Too]s» and the fecret Hiftory of his dirty Jobbs 
will then begin to unfold itfelf, and may be made manifeft 
by a legal Proof. Suppofe the King fhould be advifed by a 
£ivourite Minifler to Keep up a confiant Friendfhip and AU 
liance with the greateil Rivals and mod inveterate Enemies 
of his Country ; and that he fhould for this Purpofe facri£ce 
the Intereft, aftd forfeit the Friendftiip of its moil natural 
^lies : Whilil the Minifler is in Power, this may feem to 
proceed from his Weaknefs, or from his Ignorance of the 
true Intereil of his Countiy ; but remove him from the 
Person and Councils of his Sovereign, and then it may appear 
Id have proceeded from his Wickednefs : It may appear that 
be was corrupted by the Enemies of his Country, or that 
be knowingly and wickedly facrificed the Intereft of his 
Country to fome private View of his own : If he emjdoyed 
any one in traniading or receiving the Bribe, if he ever was 
fb free in Converfation with his Friends as to unfold the Mo- 
trv^es for his Mifcondud, or the Reafons why he gave fuch 
wicked Advice to his Sovereign, fome of them, either for 
Gonfcience or Intereil, may be induced to difcover the Se- 
p«t, when it is ^e for them to do fo ; but whilfl he con*- 
tuiues iblely to enjoy the Ear of his Sovereign, it can never 
be any Man's Intereil to accuTe him, it will 2ways be unfafe 
lor a private Maa to do lb ; becaufe the Power of the Crown 
will be employed in blafUng the Credit, or preventing the 
Efiedi of his Evidence ; and probably in making the Puniih- 
inent fall, not upon the guilty Minifler, but upon the brave 
and honefl Accufer. The Cafe of the Earl of Brifio/ in 
i&ng Charles jA's Time, may fhew, how dangerous it is to 
«£cufe a favourite MiniHer, whilil he is in the Zenith of his 
Power and Intereil at Court Nothing could be more jufl 
than the Accufation brought by that Earl againd the Duke 
t>f Buckingh/im, yet it produced an Accuiation of High 
Treaibn againll that Earl, in which the King himfelf was 
the Accufer, and his Attorney General the Profecutor. This 
was a mofl terrible Situation which that noble Earl was 
brought into by his Fidelity to his Country and his own Ho- 
nour ; and if the Power oi the Crown had been in the fame 
.Condition it is now, notwithilanding the Heinoufnefs of his 
Charge againfl the MinHlerj notwi(hibnding his full and 
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well vouched iDefence as to the Charge exhibited agalnil Anj3.T4Geo. I|; 
him, he might, probably, have fallen a Sacrifice to the Re- ^74o« 
lentment of that favourite Minifler. 

* Thus, my Lords, from the Danger there is in accufing 
a Minifter, from the ImpofTibility there is of finding any le- 
gal Proofs againft him, whilft he continues in Power, we 
may fee the Wifdom of our Conftitution, that has contrived 
a Method for removing him from the King's Councils, with- 
out fubje£iing any fingle Man to the Danger of iVImiilerial 
Reientment, and without making it neceSary to have any 
particular Proofs. According to this Method, and upon the 
Motion I am to make agreeable thereto, your Lordfhips are 
to form your Judgment from the Knowledge you have of oar 
pail Condu£l, and the general View you have of the pre- 
lent Pofture of our Affairs, both abroad and at home. I am 
fure no Man can fay, that either the foreign or domefUc Af- 
fairs of this Nation are at prefent in a good Poilure ; and 
thofe who have for fo long joined with me in blaming many 
of our public Meafures, and in foretelling what would be 
the Confequences of the^, mufl, I think, join with me in 
imputing our prefent unlucky Situation entirely to our own 
ConduA, and confequently to thoie, or to the Minifter, that 
has had the chief Share in adviiing that Conduct. For this 
Reafon, with regard to the Motion I am to make, I cannot 
doubt of having the Concurrence of all thofe, who have join- 
ed with me in condemning any of thofe Meafures that have 
brought us unto this Diflrefs : Nay, I hope to have the Con- 
currence of many of thofe, who have joined in approving 
moH of our late Meafures j for tho* Lords may be induced 
to approve of a public Meafure at the Time it is tranfaded, 
either by the deceitful Light in which it is reprefented by an 
artful Minider, or by the falfe Glofs then put upon public 
A£alrs, yet when Time and Confequences clear up the 
Truth, they may condemn the Meafure they were formerly 
induced to approve ; and» of all others, they have then the 
greateil Reaioji to concur in addreifing to remove a Minifler, 
who has deceived them, as well as their Sovereign. 

* With regard to fuch of your Lordfhips as have, by your 
Opinions in this Houfe, condemned many of our iate Mea- 
fures, I fhould think it unnece0ary to fay any thing farther, 
in favour of the Motion 1 am to make ; li^ut as there are 
many Lords in this Houfe, who had not an Opportunity to 
confider, and give their Opinion upon pafl Meafures, and as 
there are ibme, who approved mod of them, in order to 
gain their Concf^rrence, I think it neceflkry, and^ I hope 
your Lordfhips will give jne Leave, to examine the Conduct 
of our public Affairs for fifteen or fixteeh Y^ars pad, in]|ordier 

1740. 4P •'* $9 


(^46) 

Ann. i^Ceo. n. to ihew« that the prefent unlucky Situation of Affairs iil 
K740* Europe f and the prelent Diilrefs of the People in this Nation, 
"^^ are both ovting to our own Mifconduft. The Maxims efla- 

blifhed ever fince the Revolution, and the Maxims upon 
which both the late heavy Wars were founded, have been, 
to prevent the Increafe of the Power of France, to fupport 
and increafe the Power of the Houfe of Aufiria, as a Ba- 
lance to that of Francij and to prevent, if poffible, an 
Union between the Kingdoms of France and Spain. That 
thefe were right Maxims for this Nation to puifue, mull be 
acknowledged by the Friends of that Miniftej^ whofe Re- 
moval is to be the Queftion I am to put to your Lordfhips, 
becaufe the chief Reafons for condemning the Treaty pf 
Utrecht, which that Gentleman had a great Share in, was 
on Account of its leaving too much Power in the Crown of 
France t and one of the Branches of the Houfe of Bourbon in 
PoiTeilion of the Monarchy of Spain ; and the only Reafon 
we had for concluding the Treaty in 171 6, by which the 
I (land of Sicily was given to the Emperor, and in which 
that Gentleman had liicewife a great Share, was becaufe the 
Treaty of Utrecht had not given a fufficient Power to the 
Houfe of Auftria in Italy. This, I fay, was our Motive 
for concluding that Treaty, which was perhaps the Foun- 
dation of all our Broils with Spain ever £nce that Time ; 
and this Motive prevailed, tho' we had then no in>mediate 
Caufe to be afraid of the Power of France, or of an Union 
or Confederacy between France and Spain ; becaufe by the 
late King of France^ Death, and the Duke of Orleans get- 
ting the Government of that Monarchy into his Handt, the 
French Nation was divided into two powerful Fa^^ions, and 
a great Diftrufl eftablifhed between the Courts of France and 
Spain. 

* Now, my Lords, if thefe Maxims are fuch as this Na* 
tion ought to purfue, or ought ever fince that Time to have 
purfued ; and if I can fhew, that they have, every one of 
them, been departed from, and that the prefent untoward 
State of Affairs in Europe, as well as the prefent diftreflTed 
Condition of this Nation, are both owing to this Departure, 
furely it muft be allowed, that our Conduct has been di- 
rected by weak Councils, or fomething worfe. By the Re- 
gent* s Death, and the Government of France's coming into 
the Hands of the Duke of Bourbon, a mutual Confidence 
feemed to bereftorM between the Courts of jPraw^ and Spain^ 
and this ought to have put us upon contriving Methods to in- 
terrupt or dimini(h that Confidence ; but fo hx from it, that 
we refufed to. take Advantage of the mofl favourable Acci- 
dent that could happen for this Purpofe. . By the French 
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Court's fending back the Infaxita. of Sfain, this iputnal Con- Atai> 14 Geo. IT. 

fiderice was not only broke ofF, but an Enmity eftablifhed , 22^ 

l^etween the two Courts, which might have been rendered ' 

perpetual and implacable, if we had made the proper Ufe of 

that Accident. The Court of Spain reiented fo highly the 

Affront, that they would no longer admit of France as a 

Mediator at the Congrefs ofCambray^ for adjufting the Dif« 

fereiices between them and the Emperor. They offered us 

the fole Mediation, and it was very much the Intereft of 

this Nation ^o have thofe Differences adjufied in an amica* 

ble Manner, and to* have a perfed good Correipondence 

redored, and the ancient Alliance revived, between the 

Courts of Vienna and Madrid', but, I do not know how, a 

Maxim then begun to prevail amongft our Minifters, that we 

ought not to do any Thing that might difoblige the Court of 

France i and I muft obferve, it was at that Time, a certain 

Honourable Gentleman began to have the Afcendant in all our 

Councils. For this Reafon, we refufcd to accept of the fole 

Mediation offered us, both by the Court of Madrid y and that 

of Vienna^ or to interfere between them, without the Afliil- 

ance of the Court of France, 

' Thus, my Lords, we negledled the befl Opportunity 
that could have offered, for eftablifhing the Syflem of Affairs 
in Europe, upon that Footing which is the moft happy for 
this Nation J but Providence atoned for this Negled, and 
would have done it for us, if we had not, by a molt unac- 
countable Fatality, counter-aded this new Interpofition of 
Providence. The Court of Spain was fo much irritated 
, againft France, that they refolved, at any Rate, to be re- 
conciled with the Court of Vienna, and when they found 
they could get no Mediators, theie two Courts began a 
Correfpondehce between therafelves, which ended in a 
Treaty of Peace concluded at Vienna the 30th of April 1725^ 
and a Treatv of Alliance and Guaranty concluded the next 
Day at the fame Place. This, my Lords, was the very 
1 hing we ought to have wilhed for, the very Thing Frana 
had to fear, ft was the Intereft of Britain ^ to accede to thi^ 
y^Uiance, and we were invited to do fo : It was the Intereft 
of France to break this Alliance, to prevent our acceding to 
it, and to reconcile themfelves with the Court of Spain^ if 
polEble. Thcfe Ends they accompliftied ; but what is moll 
furprizing. they not only prevented our Acceffion to this 
Alliance, but they made us their Inftrument for reconciling 
themfelves to the Court of Spain, and for creating a new 
Difference between the Courts of Visnna and Madrid. For 
this Purpofe, they rnade us believe, that a fecret Treaty had' 
been concluded between Spain and the Emperor, by whic!^ 
• 1740. 4 P 2 theft 
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Awi* i4.Ceo.n..theie two Powers had agreed to fet the Pretender upon the 
'7fo*. , Throne of Aefe Kingdoms, to take Gibraltar from us, and. 
to deifa*oy our Trade do tji in Spain and the Indies, 

* I fay, mv Lords, the French made us believe this ; for 
I am thorouenly convinced, it was all a Forgery ; and I am 
convinced, uic Forgery was firft contrived in France, But 
ihppofe the Faft had been true : Was it in the Power of 
the Emperor and Spain to carry any of the(e Stipulations 
into Execution ? Was it in the Power of both, joined toge- 
ther, to hurt this Nation cither in its Trade or Poffeffions ? 
Whatjhcn ought we to have done? We onght to have 
defpifcd it ; and when thefe two Powers had found that 
they had been mifguided by fome of their Minifters, and 
advifed to concert Schemes, which both, joined together, 
could never put in Execution, they would have been glad 
to reconcile themfelves to this Nation at the Expence 
of thofe who had put them upon forming fuch chi* 
merical Projedls. We had not, therefore, the leaft Occa- 
fion to feek for Allies, in order to defend us againft thefe 
two Powers, or to attack either of them, unlefs they had 
attacked us. But this would not have anfwered the Ends of 
the French Court, and therefore, by Means of this Bugbear 
they prevailed on us to join in an Alliance with them by that 
moil fatal Treaty of Hanover. Still this was not enough : 
The politic Court of France faw, that the Emperor was a 
proper Ally for defending Spain againfl an Attack from them, 
but a very improper and ufelefs Ally for defending Spain 
.againil an Attack from us. For this Purpofe they knew, that 
they only were a proper Ally for Spain^ and in order to 
canvince the Spanifh Court of this, it became necelTary to 
prevail with us, to make fome Sort of an Attack upon Spain, 
How to do this, one would think, might have appeared a 
little difficult even for the Court of France, The Treaty 
of Hanover^ bad as it was, was only a defenfive Treaty : 
We were not thereby obliged to begin the Attack. What 
was then to be done ? 

' My Lords, the Coniequence is really amazing : They 
perfuade us, that the Emperor and Spain were certainly to 
begin the War, as (bon as the latter got their Treafure 
home from the JVeft- Indie s, and that therefore it was ne* 
ceflary to fend out one Squadron to prevent the Spaniards 
from making an Invafion upon us, and another to prevent 
their getting their Treafure home from the Weft-Indies. 
As the French have Ships of War as well as we have, it was 

E2l\ for us to defire the French to join widi us in thefe 
ditions ; but as they had a Mind to make us quarrel 
Spaikj without their having ally Hand in the Quarrel, 

they 
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they got ui to taJcc the Whole o£ the naval Expedition Anft. i^tko, II. 

upon ourfelvcs, under Pretence that they werf to make ^ ^4g* 

Preparations by I^and ; and accordingly we fent, at a ^reat 

Expence, two powerful Squadrons to Sea, one to the Coaih 

of Spain, and another to the Weftlndies^ which the Spa^ 

niards looked on as a real Attack, and immediately bega^ 

Hoflilities againft us. However, as tlie French had no 

Mind that we (hould hurt Spain, or get any Advantage 

to ourlelves, botii our Squadrons had Orders not to make 

any real Attack upon Spain ; nay, even after the Spani^ 

ards had begun Hoftilities againft us, and a^ually beiieged 

our Town of Gibraltar, our good Allies the French would 

neither affift us, nor allow us to commit any Hoftilities againft 

the Spaniards, 

* Our Squadrons, my Lords, were only to prevent an 
Livafion, which I am fure was never intended ; and by 
obftrufting the Arrival of the Spanijh Treafure, to prevent 
a War, which I am confident was never defigned. ^y 
this Means, however, the French accompliftied what they 
had in View. • The Court of Spain was in great Diftrefs for 
Want of their Treafure, and they faw themfelves unable to 
hurt us. By this they were convinced, that it was abfolutely 
neccffary for them to be reconciled with thejCourt oi France^ 
in order to prevent their being thus infulted by us ; and this 
prevailed on them to forgive an Affront which otherwifc 
they never, perhaps, would have forgiven. As foon as this 
was done, the French became Mediators for reconciling the 
Differences between Spain and us, which they themlelves 
had raifed ; bjit this was not out of any (jood-will to 
us: It was to lead us into another Snare, by making us 
us joint Inftruments with them in caufing a new Difference 
between Spain, and the Eniperor. By the Quadruple Alli- 
ance it h:id been provided, that 6000 Sijuifs, ^r neutral 
Troops, fhould be introduced into the ftrong Places of Tuf- 
cany, Parma, and Placentia, in order to fecure the even- 
tual SucceOion of thofe Dutchies to the Queen of Spain*s 
eldeft Son. This the Emperor had agreed to, and the 
Queen of Spain was fatisfied with ; but after the French had 
by our Means, as I have fliewn, fully reconciled themfelves 
to the Court of Spain, and had become Mediators between 
that Court and us, they perfuaded her Catholic Majefty to 
iniift, in her Negotiations with us, that inflead of neutral 
Troops, 6000 Spanijh Troops ihould be introduced into 
the ftrong Places of Tufcawf, Parma, and Placentia. As 
this was an Article we had nothing to do with, as it was an 
Article, which we knew the Emperor would not willingly 
agree to, and confeq#ntly, woiud raife a Difierence be- 
tween 


AAn.i4Geo.n. tween him and Spain, it is furprizing, we (hould allow it 
^1 ^ to be mentioned in any Negotiation between Spain and us j 
yet fo prevalent was tlie Influence of the French upon oar 
Minifter, that he not only allowed it to be mentioned in 
the Negotiation, but agreed to its being made an cxprefs 
Article in the Treaty oi Seville ; and for the Performance 
of this Article, we became Sureties jointly with France j 
that is, my Lords, we engaged to join with France and 
ISpain in a War againft the Jtmperor ; and this we did with- 
out any Sort of Neceffity, without obtaining any one Ad- 
vantage for ourfelves. 

* The Emperor forefaw the Danger of admitting Spanijb 
Troops into thofe Places ; nay, it was foretold in this Houie 
when that Treaty, was under our Conlidcration ; and for this 
Rcafon the Emperor would by no Means confent to it, unle.s 
we ihould become Guarantees of the Pragmatic. San ff ion, 
without any Condition or Reftridlion. This we were obliged 
to agree to, in order to get out of the Labyrinth we had 
led ourfelves into, and a 1 reaty for this Purpofe was con- 
cluded between the Emperor and as at yienna, in the 
Year 1731, without ftipulating any one Advantage for this 
Nation, or fo much as a TarifFor Treaty of Commerce be- 
tween this Kingdom and the Emperor's Dominions in Itafy 
and Flanders y though cur Trade to both thefe Places wanted 
much to be regulated, and the latter has fince fiirnifhed our 
Minifter with a Pretence to penfiOn fome of his Friends, un- 
der the Title of Commiflaries to fettle that Tariff. This 
Treaty at Vienna, however, I fhall not find Fault with : 
The greateft Fault was, its being delayed too long i If we 
made it with a Deficn to perform it, I fhall allow it was 
a right Meafure ; but by what happened foon after, I fufpefl, 
, that fome amongfl us had no Intention to perform this Goa- 
ranry, even at the very Time it was agreed to ; and for ju- 
Hifying my Sufpfcion in this Refpeft, I mull turn to the 
other Side of Europe. At the very Time we concluded 
this Treaty of Vienna, Augupus the late King of Poland 
was in a bad State of Health, and the Nobility o^ Poland, 
as well as the neighbouring Powers, were beginning to think 
of a new Ele«9Jon, Every one forefaw, that the Conteft 
would lie between the Eleftoral Prince of Saxony, Son of 
the then King of Poland, and Stanijlaus^ Father-in- Law to 
the King of France-; r.nd if- we were ferious in our Gua- 
ranty of the Pragmatic Sanclion, it was eafy to fee which 
Side we ought to take in this Conteft. It was cafy to 
fee, that it was our Intereft to oppofe, as much as was 
confident with the Liberties of Poland, the Election of 
^tanijlaus. Whether we did fb. pPnot, does not yet ap- 
pear. 
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ptar, for the Parliament was denied die Liberty of feeing Ann. 14 Geo. II. 
any Papers or InftrmSlions relating to that Affair ; but if JJt^ 
Credit is to be given to common Fame, we fhewed great Vr 
Regard to the Court of France in this Particular, as well as 
every other. Neverthelefs, the Court of Fienna did their 
Duty : They made all the Interefl they could againft the 
Eledion of Stanijiaus^ without encroaching in the leall up-: 
on the Liberties of Poland. The Mu/covites^ indeed, went 
a little farther, becauie the Republic of Poland was obliged 
by Treaty with them, never to chufe Stan^Jlaut, and there; 
fore they oppofed his Eledion by Force of Arms. This 
gave a Pretence to France^ in Conjundion with Spain and 
Sardinia^ to attack the Emperor in the Year 1733. ^^^ 
joining the Emperor in this War would, in all human Pro- 
bability, have entirely caft the Balance, and by the Event, we 
might have repaired all the Faults and Overiights that \Yere 
committed in the Negotiations and Treaty of Utrecht ; but 
we remained idle Spcftators, and by this our Inaftion, the 
Power of the Houfe of Auftria was diminiflied, the Power of 
France increafed, and the whole Syfi.em of Europe turned 
upfide down ; which to me is an evident Proof, that thofe 
who had the DiredUon of our Councils, had no Intention to 
perform the Stipulations they entered into by the Treaty at 
f^ienna in 1731 ; and if they had not, it was a downright 
betraying of the Emperor : It was, by a treacherous Promife, 
never intended to be performed, leading him in to confent 
to the introducing of Troops into Italy y which he was fure, 
would be employed againft him tlie very firft Opportunity, 
as they accordingly were within two Years after. What 
Diihonour this brought upon the Nation, what Diftruft it 
begot among thofe who are our natural Allies, what Injury 
it did to that Syftem of Affairs in Europe y which it was the 
Intereft of this Nation to fupport, I need not explain to your 
Lordihips, 

• That this Syftem is now almoft entirely overthrown, is 
evident to every one who confiders the prefent Circumftances 
of Europe ; and that this Overthrow is owing entirely to our 
Conduft, I have, I think, demonftrated. My Lords, it is 
owing to our having been in French Leading-Strings, ever 
fince a certain Honourable Gentleman began to have the Af- 
ccndant in all our Councils, and in the Condudl of our pub- 
lic Affairs. If by this Conduft, if by facriiicing our Allies, 
and re-uniting the two Branches of the Houfe of Bourbon ^ 
we had got great Advantages for ourfelves, it would be fome 
Excuie for this unaccountable Condud j but fo far otherwife, 
my Lords, tliat during this whole Period, and notwithftand- 
jng the many fignal Services we have lately done to the Houfe 
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Amu 14 Ceo. IL^of Bourlon^ vft have been iacrliicing our Trade and Navf- 
'740- gation to the Manufafturers of France^ and the Pyratcs of 
**" Spain, The French have, during this whole Time, been 

improving their Trade, and their ManufadureS, at the Ex- 
pence of ours ; and the Spaniards have been plundering our 
Merchants, and interrupting our Navigation, under the moll 
unjuft and ridiculous Pretences, both in the American and Me- 
diterranean Seas; without our ftipulating any thing in Fa- 
vour of our Trade, or Manufeftureis, from the former ; and 
without our obliging the latter to acknowledge our jufl Rights, 
difavow their unjuft Claims, or make Satisfadlion to our in- 
jured Merchants and Seamen \ notwithftanding the many Adls, 
Preliminaries,. Conventions, and other forts of Treaties, we 
have concluded with thefe two Powers ; and the great Ex- 
pence we have put ourielves to, folely for their Service. 

* III fhort, my Lords, upon a general View of our Con- 
duct, with regard to Foreign Affairs, it ajppears fo unac- 
countable, ana the Confequences now fliew it to have been 
fo delfarudUve, that it is hardly pofiible to think it altogether 
owing to Weakncfs ; and if the- Truth were known, which 
never can as long as the fame Miniftcrs continue in Power, 
and have the Difpofal of all public Honours and Favours, 
fbmething worfe than Weaknefs, might, perhaps, be made 
appear by legal Proofs. This, however, I fliall not aver nor 
infift on ; but to doubt of the Weaknefs of this Condijdl, or 
to defire that this Weaknefs (hould be made appear by legal 
Proofs, is the fame with doubting or defiring Proofs of the 
Parts being equal to the Whole, or of the Sun's fhining, when 
our Eyes are dazzled with his Beams. I<et us now examine 
what Effedl this Conduft has had upon our domellic Affairs. 
If we had made the proper Ufe of thofe providential Acci- 
dents that occurred, for eUablifhing a good Correfpondence 
between the Courts of Madrid and Vienna^ and, of courfe, a 
ibrt of Diflrufl between the Courts of France and Spain i if 
we had not defeated the Effedl of thofe Accidents by our fol- 
lowing the Councils of France^ 'tis more tl^an probable, I think, 
it is certain, that we fhould have had no Occafion to keep up 
dangerous Armies, or fit out expenfive Squadrons. Ten or 
Twelve Thoufand regular Troops, and a few Guard-Ships, as 
a Security againjft anv fudden Attack, would have been the 
inoil we fhould have nad Occafion for ; and this Expence, the 
Malt-Tax, and the Land-Tax at Two Shillings in the Pound, 
would have been fufiicient to anfwer. 'If we had reduced 
the public Expence within thefe Bounds, we fhould have been 
kble to pay off a great Part of our old Debt, without con- 
tradUng any new ; and mieht have abolifhed a ^at many 
pf thofe Taxes which lie heavy upon poor Lalx)urers and 

Manu- 
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Mauilfaattrcjfti andwKch, conftqticntIy„ehhaiiefc tte Prite, Am. T4 CwA 
^d thereby prevent the Bale of our Manofadhires tit all Fo- ^ -Jff^ 
ireigti Markets. As Sfazn V/tiM have liad a continoal De- ' 
'jpendahcc upon/ and a clofe Correfpondence with this Na- 
tion, they would not have attempted to malce iJich Encroach- 
•meiits upon us as they have done ; fot we mayobferve, thit 
tiicir Infults and Encroachments upon us, have alwiiys borne 
a Probortion to the Correfpondence fubfiJHnc; between them 
*and France : Our Soutb*Sea Company would have met with 
no Interruption in their Trade to Ne^-wSfam; nor\voirld the 
Sale of our ManufaAures have been interrupted and difcod- 
raged, tu they have been, both in Nrw and Old-Spain, Anft 
the certain Confequence of all this would have been, ah 
litter ImpoiBbility for France to improve and increafe her 
Manufaftures, dpecially thofc of Wool ; which would have 
been a more efiedtual Stop to the clandeftine Expdrtation (if 
our Wool, dian any other Method we can contrive. iFor rS 
vft could work up Woollen Manufactures as cheap as they 
can do in France^ we could fdt them cheaper at all Market^^ 
becaufe We have the Wool cheaper, which would preveilt 
the Sale of their Manufedhires at any Foreign Market, nay^ 
«ven in their own Markets at laft, by the clandeftine run- 
ning of ours in upon them i and if they could fell no 
Woollen M&nufaftures, they would neither Dc at the Fams, 
nor Expcnce, to ftcal our Wool away from us. ; 

* All thefe Confeauences, my Lords, the Cottft ot'franii 
were fully fenfible of ; and therefore their made it their Bu- 
finefs to re-unite themfelves as foon as pomble with the Couit 
^of Spain^ to create Breaches between Spain and ns, and be-* 
twcen Spain and the Emperor, and to make us put ourfelv^ 
to an extraordinary ExpenCe upon eveiy Occaiion. All this 
they have, fatally for us, fucceeded in ; but it is veiy^ fur- 
prizing, that, in every Step, they fhould have been able to make 
us their Tools for our own Undoing. After our being drawn 
in to the Treaty of Hano*ver, as I have mentioned, we im- 
mediately put ourfelves to the ExpenCe of augmenting oiir 
Army, which was before too numerous ; of teScing Foreign 
Troops, and Foreign Princes, into our Pay ; and of fitting 
Out colMy, but ufelcfs Squadrons When Don Carlos was to 
be fent to ttaty^ we put ourfelves to the Bxpence of fending 
a powerful Squadron to the Mediterranean^ to pay that Prince 
the Compliment of condu(5ling him in Triumph thither. 
When the Emperor was attack'd in 1733, tho' we Cook no 
Share in the War, we took care to have a Share in the IBjt* 
pence, by making great warlike Preparations. In fhort, for 
thefe Fifteen or Sixteen Years pafl, we have mifs'd no Pre- , 
tence for putting ourfelves to an extraordinary Charge, as tf 


1k)a< «|Cco.II. we had tbou|^t> that the worfl Thing we could do, was to Mf 

'740* ^ off our tothtSy or eafc our People of their Taxes : When 

any of our Neighbours came to an Agreement, we were to 

raife Armies, and £t our Souadrons, in order to make them 

fall out s when any of our Neighbours fell out, we were to 

jaife Armies, and £t out Squadrons, in order to make them 

agree : When we were engaged in Negotiatious, we were to 

keep Annies and Squadrons m Pay, in order to render thoie 

.Negottations cffe^hud : When our Negotiations ended in a 

Treaty, we were to keep Annies and Squadrons in Pay, for 

enforcing the. Performance or Obfervance of that Treaty ; 

•and when no other Pretence could be found, when the Tran- 

.quillity of Eur^ feemed to be perfedUy eftablifhed, we were 

.to keep Annies on Foot, became, when our Neighbours had 

no Quarrel amon^ themfelves, they had the more £.eirare 

to think of invadmg us. 

* This, my Lords, has been our Condu£k with refbef^ to do- 
meilic A£Fairs, and the Confequence is, that our ptiblic Debts 
are now very near as great as they were at the End of the 
Jail heavy War : If we luve paid off with one Vbad, we have 
^contra^led ;iear as much with the other } aftd no one Tax 
that was impofed during the War, has ekher beai taken off^ 
fufpendcd, or diminifhed, except«4»ie Moiec^ of the Land 
Tax, and the Salt Tax for one Veatti- It is<:}0«, 'my Lords, 
that has given the French fuch an A^fflmtage^-'over us with 
.regard to Trade and Manufactures. It iS this^'^hat keeps the 
Intereff of Money at a higher Rate, and •^ivate Qiedk at 
a lower Ebb in this Country, than in any trading Ct^iMiy in 
Europt i and it is this that has rendered our Peophr^^neratiy 
^ difcontented, which Difcontents have been very mttcS^heigH^ 
* ned by the fevere and oppreflive Laws that havi>tfeen' en- 
a&ed, and the more oppreflive Schemes that have )jkfi a^ 
.tempted, under Pretence of their being neccflaiy for col- 
ledlmg die public Revenue. The Excife Scheme alone was 
Caufe (ufiicient for all the Difcontents that have fmce appear- 
.cd : It was fuch an Attempt upon our Liberties as could not 
but give a general Alarm to a free Nation ; and it was rc- 
.iented accordingly by the People. We may remember how 
the Author of it was treated at moll of the Cities and Bo- 
roughs in the Kingdom. Whether that Attempt proceeded 
;from Weaknefs or Wickednefs, I (hall not determine ; but 
the Miniiler that patronized it ought immediately to have 
been removed from his Majefty^s Councils, in order to iheiv 
the People that his Majeffy no Way favoured luch a bare- 
faced Attempt upon their Liberties ; and if none about his . 
Majefty has yet advifed him to remove fuch an unpopular, 
'fttdi a Mt^Miiufi^r^ Wie ought to fupply that. De£cienqr. 

Your 
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Tour LonUhips in this Houie are b^ Majefty*^ g^eat and Ann. 14 Oeo. If 

chief Council, and therefore^ when you find thathis^ othef , '74g» 

Councils have negledled to give him proper Advice, it' is 

your Duty 9 it is your Bufineis, when^aflembled here, to fnp* 

ply that Negle^. A fole Prime &iiniiler may be able ta 

prevent the Truth's reaching die Ears of his Mafter;, by 

iVfeans of any of thofe he fuffers to.have free Acceis to his < 

Perfon ; but, I hope, no Minito will ever be able to in^ 

timidate your Lordihips, or prevent your fpeaJdng^ decendy^ 

£:€ely, honeldy and finceiely to your Sdverdgor 

^ If in a free State, no unpopular Mihifter ought to be . 
allowed to continue in the King's Councils, or about hi». 
Perfon, I am fure the Modon I am to make,, ought to have 
been the Refoludon of this Houfe, the \twy next Seffion al^ ^ 
ter the Excife Scheme was reje^exi 1 but your Lofdihips were 
willing, perhaps, to indulge the Patron of that Scheme^, 
with an (^portunity of regaining the good .WiU of the Peo- 
ple by his future Conduft. Has he done fo, my Lords ^ 
Has he not, alinoft in every Step of his Condu£l iince thatt 
Time, riveted hio^lf ia the Hatred of the People, I mean 
thofe who are not immediately in his Pay, or in £xpe£tatioi\ 
of foon being fo ? It would be too tedious, my Lords, to 
menuon alt the weak and unpopular Parts of his Condu^ ' 
fmce that Time, and therefore I fhall confine myfdf to our 
late Management wkb regard to Spain, I have already 
ihewed the Weakoefs of the Treaty of Sevi/U, with re-* 
gard to the Breach it occafioned between Sfain and- 
the Emperor;, but that was far from being the only- 
cue. The Spaniards had before then fet up their Pre* 
cence to a Right of fearching our Ships in the Americaw 
Seas, and confifcating Ship and Cargo, if they found any 
£o<iMb on board which they - were pleafed to call contra^ 
l^and. ' In purfuance of this Right, they had confiicated fe« 
yeral of our Merchant Ships, after Peace was reftored be- 
tween the two Nations by the Convention, figned aC the 
Pardo, March 6, 1728. Our Mei^chants, after having ap* 
plied, in vain to our Minifter, made their Applicadon to 
parliament in 1728, and plainly pointed out to him, what 
we ought to infill on from Spain^ yet all he defired, or at 
leaft obtained by the Treaty of Semilky was a Renewal o£ 
former Tre.aties, tho' he knew, that, under the Colour of 
thofe Treaties, the Spaniards had fet up this very Right ; 
and with regard to the Depredadons that had been commit- 
ted, he contented himfelf with flipulating to have them re^ 
ferred to CommiiTaries of each Side, who were to a0embie 
at the Court of Spain^ and had three Years to. make their 
Report ; by which our MiniHer got au Oppoaunity of ob« 


. t4Qco.lf* ligtj^g feme of hisTncacb with Penfions, and the Spangardt 
*^7 4o» ^ an C^portonity not only of continui!]^ their jDepreda- 
"^^ ' dons, bat of robbing, as of that Money which our Commtf- 
ianes, their Clerks and Servantv, were obliged to {jpead m 
the Dominions of SpatM, 

* Thefe Overiighcsy mv Lords, might, p^haps, have pio^ 
oecded fixmi Weakned } but it is impoifible to iUppoie, that 
what followed could proceed from Weakne(s alone. • The 
Sfi^ftiar^s continued tneir Depredations with as much Vi- 
gtNir as ever, and thereby ihewed the Meaning they pat upoil 
Siofe Treaties diat had been renewed by the Treaty of Se^ 
nnik : And they made fuch triflmg Work with oor Com- 
ndflariesy that before the Year 1733, every one &w we 
could expedl no Reparation for what was pafTed, nor Security 
in Time to come, but by Force of Arms. The Right we 
had to a free Navigation in the Jmeritan Seas, and the 
Right we had to cany what Goods we pleaied from one 
But of our own Dominions to another, was a Pomt that 
could admit of no Difcuffion : It was a plain, fimple Que(^ 
,tion we were to put to the Sfanifi Court, Will you admit of 
this Ri^ht or no } If they denied it, if thejr fhdHed, the 
immediate Confequence ihould have been a Dedaration of 
War. I'h^did not fhnfHe : They in a Manner exprefsly. 
denied it : 1 h^ not <Hily iniifled ffpon, but exercBed the 
Right thcnr had let up, to fearch every BHttJh Ship they met 
with in the American Seas, and to feize ahd conmcate Ship 
«hd Cargo, if they found on boaid an^ of d^e Goods they 
were pl^ifed to call contraband. This was the Stale of A& 
&irs between the two Nations when the Sfaniards aktack^d 
the Emperor in Italf^ Ought we not, for our own Sake a- 
lone, to have laid hold of that Opportunity for tleelaring 
War againft Spain ? On the contrary, we continued to ne«' 
gotiate about a Point which could admit of no Negotiation 1 
and tho* it was evident, that if we allowed the French and' 
Spaniards to prefbibe Terms to our old Ally the Emperor, 
it mig^t very ptobably be in their Power afterwards to pe* 
fcribe Terms to us, yet we let flip this Opportunity ; wer 
conttnued to fufier patiently the Infults and Injuries that were 
put upon OS by the Spamards : We continued to negotiate, 
and 'by (b doing «Lve up the Point in Queftion. Nay« tcky 
Lords, the very Papers upon our Table fhew, that either 
our Mini^ and thofe he employed did not underftand the 
Point in Queftion ; notwithlhmding the dear Light it had 
been put in by the repeated AppGcation of our Merdiants 9 
for ^r having feen how little Care had been taken of them 
In the Treaty of Sevii/e, they had applied again to Parlia* 
incnt inlbe Veai: 1730^ I fay, my Lords, the Eftpen upon 

• . . our 
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Qsr TaUe fiim, that either our Mimfler and his under A Aiau h^c^* tt 
events did not' understand the Point in Queftion, or wickedly '74o<t 
gave it up $ for when they complain to the Bpemijb Court, ' -^'^ 
as th^ do in fpme of their Memorials, of the Spaniards car« 
rying clandeftxnely fome Pieces <^ Eight on board our Mer« 
chant Shipsy and then feizing them for havine fuch Goods oa 
beard, tliev admit, that if thofe Goofis had been found on . 
board, without having been firll dande^ely carried there^ 
it would have been aj'uft Caufe of Seizure. 

' fia^ my Lords, this of giving up the Right of this Na- 
tion, and of Mankind, by Negotiation, was not enough for 
our Minifter ^ he was refolved to give it up by Treaty, which 
leada me to confider our late Convention with Spain. ^ 
onr continuing to negotiate, and to fiifier, the Spaniards^ 
grew at laft fo infolent and rapacious, that our Merchants 
were fbreed to apj^y a third Time to Parliament in the Year 
I738> and- the Refolutions of both Houfes thereupon, werou 
fe fining, that our Minifter found, fomething muft be done : 
A new Treaty mnft be obtained, or a War mull be declared. 
Upon this, what did he do ? He put the Nation to a great 
Ejqpence : He amuied the People with warlike Preparations ; 
but thi» was not done, as appeared afterwards, to obtain Re-* 
paration^; or to ibice the Spaniards to acknowledge our un*. 
doubted* Rights, or difavow the Claims they had \o unjufll/. 
iet <upi. It waa done with a View only to obtain a new 
Treat/ 1 and after he had negotiated a whole Summer, at 
the. Expence of 4 or. 500^000 /. extraordinaxy to the Na- 
tion, be by, Tres^t^ accq>ted of 27»ooo /• I can call it no 
more, in full Satistai^on for all paid JDepredations, Damagea. 
and Infttlt» ; and what was Hill worfe, he exprefsly gave up 
^e^ Freedom of our Navigation in the American Seas, by 
reeling it to be regulated by Plenipotentiaries. This, I 
infi(i> my Lords, Was expressly giving it up; for what could 
our l4enipotentiaries fay to the Spanijb upon this Subject h 
They4!Ou2d; not fay. We will admit of no Regulations in a 
Cafe which is ejrorefsly referred to us to be regulated } and 
if they had admitted Gt agreed to.any Regulations, our Na- 
vigation could no longer have been called tree. 

' Upon this, my Lords, upon the firil View of this Con- 
vention, the Spirit of this Nation be^an to appear, and to 
exert itfelf in luch a Manner, as convinced our Minifter that 
even he, iK>twitbftanding his unparalleled Power, durfl no 
kmger venture to trifle with the Honour, the Trade, the 
Navigation, and the Rights of his Country. Thus, by hia 
own Miftondu^ and by that alone, he faw himfelf reduced 
to the Neceiiity of coming to an open Rupture with Spain^ 
at a Time-wJ|en «thc Affiur^ of Europe yiff» in th^ moil un.^ 

happy 
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T4^M.li:kappy Simatioa-for this Kingdom. Spain at ttat Ijaxe 
1740- ' a clofc Alliance with France : The Power of the HouCe of 
Aufirta very much dirainifhed by the late War, and by his 
Conduft brought under a Sort of Dependence upon the 
Court of France : The Dutch not at all inclined to join 
with us in any warlike Schemes ; and the Kingdom of Sive^ 
itn entirely governed by French Councils. In thefe Circum- 
fiances it was evident, that we muft either fubmit ta cai;^ 
on the War againft ^ain, according to French Dire6lions, . 
in which Cafe we could never expedl to meet with Succe^» 
or to bring it to a (.onclufion ; or we muft refolve to fupport 
a War by ourfehres alone, againft the two powerfal Sang, 
doms of France and ^pain, in this unfortunate Dilemma it 
was eafy to chufe ; but from what has fince happened, I ^^ 
our Mmifter has . chof^ the worft Side of this Dilemtka*. 
Our Bufmefs certainly was to seiblve to profecute the War • 
with Vigour, even tho* France fhould threaten to join a- 
gainft us ; and therefore we ou^ht to have been as expedi- 
tious as poiiible, both in our Preparations and Attadc ; in 
order that we might have poiTef&d ourfelves of fome of the 
mofl convenient Parts of the Sfanifo Settlements in America^ 
or the Whole, if we could,' before Spain could prepare for 
her Defence, or France fn^pzxe to affifl he|^. I do not fav^ 
my Lords, that we ought to have poJOfefTed ourfelves of toe 
whole Spanijh Weji- Indies with a D^fign to hold themi but 
only with a View to force Spain to a Compliance,, or to en- 
able ourfelves to fupport the War, in cafe France fhould re- 
folve to fupport the Spaniards ^ainii the juft Demands we 
had upon them. 

* Now, my Lords, let us fee if the warlike Condu£l of 
our Miniiler has been better and more prudent than his 
peaceable. Tho^ he faw that ah immediate War was be- 
come unavoidable, as foon as the Convention was piiblifhed 
in this Nation: I fay, an immediate War ; for thp' the- 
Spaniards had paid the 95,000 /. yet if they had not ex- 
prefsly and immediately givan up the Point of Search^ it 
would have been abfolutely neceffary for us to declare War 
againft them ;.and this our Minifter knew they would not 
do by fair Means, therefore he muft have been fenfiUe, that 
an immediate War was unavoidable ; yet he did not, for 
four Months after, make the leaft Preparation for beginning 
it ; and when it was begun, it was by Wajr of ^eprifals only i 
by which Method we could nevier propofe to bring Uie Spa- 
viards to a Compliance, and it was giving them Wamii^ 
to provide againft us, in thofe Places where it was moil our 
.Advantage to attack them. When I fay attack them, I be- 
J^ve every one of your Lordihips.wili fuppofe, I mean the 
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91^'In^es, It was there, my Lords, where we could make Ann, 14. Geo. u. 

■the Spaniards moft fenfible of out Power : It was there they ^ .'74Q* ti 

were Icaft prepared to refift us : It was there we cquld do 

hem the greatefl Mifchief j and it was there only, we could 

attack them with any confiderable Advantage to ouHelves. 

For this Reafon we Ihould have begun the War, we fhould 

have begun Hoililities by an Attack, not upon their Ships, 

but upon fome of their Settlements in that Part of the World ; 

and, for this Purpofe, we might have had a Fleet, with Five 

or Six Thoufand regular Troop on board, ready to fail 

for the Weft-Indus^ before we ,publiihed our Reprjfals, and 

that without giving any previous Alarm. Admiral Vernon & 

Succefs at Porto-Bello is an evident Proof of what Succefs we 

might have had, if that Admiral had been properly provided 

for taking and holding as many cf the Spanijh Setdements 

in America, as he could conquer. We ihould foon have been 

Matters of Porto-Belh and Panama, which would have laid 

both Mexico and Peru open to our Attacks ; and. by fending 

that Admiral proper Supplies, which neither the Spaniards^ 

nor even the French could prevent, we might, by this time, 

have been in Pofreflion of all the Mines of Peru ; which 

would have compelled the Enemy to fubmit to our Terms, 

or it would have enabled us to fupport and carry on the War 

^ the Expence of our Enemies, and without loading our 

oWn People with any new Debts or Taxes. 

' But inflead of this, my Lords, what have we done ! No- 
thing that can be of any great Advantage to ourselves, or 
Prejudice to the Enemy. No Troops were ever fent to the 
TVeft' Indies till the End of OSoher lail, which was above a 
Year after the Declaration of War, and near 1 6 Months after 
the Spaniards had Notice to prepare for their Defence in 
that Pkrt of the World. Nay, Iw fuch of Admiral Vernon'^ 
Letters as we have been indulged with the Sight of, it ap- 
pears that, notwithfianding the notable Services he had done 
to his Country, notwithfianding his repeated Kequells, no 
Care was taken to fend him proper Stores or Proviiions, for 
enabling him to proceed in his Defigns agamft the Enemy. 
By this Neglcft it would really feem, as if our Miniller were 
afraid, left that brave Admiral Ihould too much diilrefs the 
Enemies of his Country : and for this I can affign no Reafon, 
unlefs it be, that our Miniller has laid hlmfelf under Engage- 
ments to a certain Foreign Minifter, not to diilrefs the la- 
niards more than he (hajlgive him leave to do. It would be 
endlefs, 'my Lords, to explain, all the Weaknefles we have 
been guilty of iince the beginning of the War : Our fufFcr- 
ing the Sjtanijh Squadron to fail from Cadix^ after having 
Jjiockcd It upfo long at tliat Port ; Oiir fufiering it after- 
wards 


Aflo. t4<ko. It. wants td fliil^ai Ftrr$i: Oar luf&riog ibsA ^uWtOi), 9^1 
^4^ . bc>tik tbe J>vim& Sqoadronft to M (b long Mfor& 1^ fenl 
' ftflf Sqnadit)]! to the Relief of Adiniral FernoHt aad our Co- 
fesid in the Weft-fniks : Our l«tving a Squadiai[^.q«ite inJ 
fi^ve ia the Mtiiiiirrafieam : Otr diilreffing our Trade by 
Reffing and Embmocs^ and, at the fame Tiine, liedefling 
. to ofier any Rewaro ibr Landmen to enter inio hk Nbjeily'a 
fiea-Sentoy or a fufficient Reward even for Seamen j and, 
above ail, odr neglecting to liave in ^eadibeTs^ or to £t out, 
a iofficient Number of (mall Cruifen at the beginning, of the 
War, for the Ph>te£tioQ o£ our Trade, by interceptii^ the 
Eaemy^s Privateers. 

My Lords, the Errors in our Negotiations before the War 
nvere {o enormous, the Faults in oui: Condu£l finc5e the War 
began have been fo many, and fb glaring, that it is almoft 
fanjxjflible for me to impute it to Weakneis alone. I mud 
fttipe6t, that our Minifter*s making himielf fuch an obedient 
Shivt to the Views of Francfp when they were fo coacraiy 
to the Intereil of his Countiy ; . and his Uqwiliingnefs to 
enter into a War with Sfaitr, when he had fo many Provo- 
/ cations, and fo fair an Opportunity of profecuting it with 
Sucoefs :' I fay, I muil fappKMe, that this unaccoont^le Con- 
duct proceeded fitnn ibme.private Motives of his own. '^^^^ 
Motives I have not difcovered : They cannot be difcovered 
'whilft he continues Miniftitr : If t had difcovered theiQi and 
csoudd prove them to your Lordfhips, my Motion this J)ay 
fhould not be for an Addnis to remove him ; I ihould, ac- 
cordirig to my Duty, Hand up in my Place, and impeach him 
ef H^h-Tjeafon. In (he (ame manner I mull impute our 
Meth(M of beeinning the War, our dilatory JMethdd of pro- 
• lecuting n^- and particularly the great Neglei^ of our Trade, 
10 fome private Motives of our Minii^er's own : I am afraid 
he u under the Direction of France in the Profccution of the 
War, as much as he feems to have been in the Treaties and 
Negotiations that preceded it. But, my Lor^s, none of 
thefe Things can be proved by a du-eft Proof, e^ialJy as 
we have been denied all thofe Lights that are neceiTary for 
Aoaung at fucha Proof. The Thing is impoiTible, and, in 
the prefent Cale, it is unneeeflary : Ijpoh a general View of 
our Afiahs, and the piefent Lircumilanoes we are in, the hte 
Condnd of cm* public /\fym bodi at home and abroad, an- 
]iear» to have been moft notoriouily weak ; and if there oe 
any one in the^dminiftration who is known, or generally 
> fiippQied to have been for fevcral Years the fole Adviicr, 
and chief Conduftor of all our public Affam, this appa- 
rent Weaknefi is a fufficient Foundation for your Lordflups 
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te xUids Ill's Ms^ftf, that he woald be pleafed to re- Aon. t^tieotft 
wyve chat Miniiler from his Prefenoe and Councils. i74o« 

' That there is in oar Adminiibation at prefent^ a Mi< 
nifier who is generally fuppofed to have a Sc^eriority in all 
our Cooncils, and that he has enjoyed that Superiority for 
thefe 1 g 6r 16 Years^ I believe, your Lordlbips will not 
defice me to prove. When I iay that there is onie Man now 
in the Admmiftrationy whofe Advice has prevailed in all 
oor Councils ^r 15 or 16 Years pall ; who has had the 
me Diipofal of all the Revenues of the Crown, and of all 
the Honours, Poib, and Employments the Crown could 
beiow 9 who has, in a moft aroitrjOy Manner direded, not 
only at the Board to which he properly beloi^, but, bf 
feene of his under Agents, at every other 2k>ard in the 
Kiogdom; who has had it in his Power to difmiis, not 
only fitim every public Employment^ but even from tho 
Kiog^s Councils and Prefence^ ail tho^, let their Rank bo 
what it will, who have had the Courage and Honeily to 
oi^)ole vigoroufly any of his.Meafures: When r{?y tlus^ 
B^ Xxuds, I am convinced, none of your Lordfliips, I am 
fore no one without Doors, will doub^ that I mean Sir Ro*^ 
birt Walpole i and this common Fame, this general Opinion^ 
is a fafficient Foundation for your Lordihip to point your 
Addreis particularly at him. The Wciak'n^fs he has fhewed 
in die Gbnduft of our public Aj&irs, the general Hatred hd 
has iucorr^d among the People of this Kingdom, render \i 
ahnoft neceiTary for his Majefly to remove him from his 
Councils, left the Difcoiitents of the People, which are as 
yet levelled againd the Miniiler only, fliould at lad be con& 
verted into a general DifaSedioxi to his prefent Miyeily, and 
to his illoflrious Family. 

* This Banger muil;, I thirik, my Lords, prevail with 
every one that has a true Regard for our prefent happy 
Eilabliihmehi, to concur with me in the Motion I am to 
HutlDe ; bat there is another Danger, which aff&£is the Ho- 
noiv, the Character, and the Dignity of this Houfe. The 
fiune Miniiler has had the Misfortune, by his Condu£l, x4 
propagate and efbblifh a general Opinkm through the Na- 
tion, That Corruption is the (mly Art of Government he 
imderflandj : That by corrupt Means he gets his Creatures 
mid Tools chofen at mod of the Ele£Uons m the Kingdom : 
That both Houfes of Psu-liament are induced by a corrupt 
Jbfloence to approve of his Meafures ; and that the pub^ 
]ic Mcmey is fquandered away for the Sake of gaining him 
a legal Support. This Charge cannot be proved, as long 
as he has the Difpctfkl of all the Money and all the Favoon 
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iliiiia4GM:it;or.the Crowns 4Mtt itii Kb «v«tt cftnUiawd brtomman 
i74»> Fame, an4 b ^uuMfyhtikfiftd, that if you ictoib to pa* 


the Qi}fi(Mon vppa a £ur a«id ioipardal Ifliie, -by &rSt ptttttng 
it oMfi df tbe Fower of die Ferfon accuied to icrecn mmiielf 
hy Meaitf of that veiy Cnaw of whkk he.u aceuft^ the 
World will be confirmed ia that Opinioo^ which k ^dxeady 
too general, and too ftedfalllj believed. As rim Weaknefi 
of our late Meafinet it maniM to the whol^ Worl^, as tldpi 
Unpopularity of this Minifier is known to ereiy linn ^at 
convenb with any independent Perfon in. the Nation^ nod 
ai he is fenctally fufpe^d of being a moft notable Comip- 
tor» if yon put a Native upon the Motion I am to amke^ 
I am afraidt it may aSkSt the Honour» the Chaia&er» and 
the Dimity of this Houfe, bv making the WotfU rumiie 
that very Negative to proceca from the Influence of Cor* 
raption. Bnt as I am convinced, that no fuch. Influence 
can ever prevail in this Houfe, and as» I think, I havo^ 
given fuffident Reafons for youx concurring wkh me. there* 
rare, I (hall conclude with moving your Ijopdihips^ That 
an humble Addreis be prefented to his Majeily, tlwt hm 
will be pleafcd, f:fr.( as before-mentioned.} 

* ' » * 

Duke of Heweaftli. 

• 
Duke of iVhft. * My Lords, that this Hou(e, or that tithec Hoojb of 
ufk, Parliament may addrels the Crown> ^ ^ Hemovnl of 

any Miniiler, is a Qoeflion I (hall 'not conte& widi theno* 
Ue Lord, who has made you this Motion »..bnt I Qua&ie^ 
ferve, that fuch a Motion was never, ib /Ear as-.i/canfrniol'' 
kd, agreed to. but in troublefome and &£bott$Timi^ and 
that general Charges or general Accusations n^nftAlinitesj 
Ivithout fixii^.upon any particular Crime, or ofGnring^ai^ 
Sort of legal i^oof, have ibmedmes prfvv^ feui^totfae 
Kinghknfeif. The famous Cafe of the £arl of i^z/ni^^ifi^ in 
King Char Us the Ift*s Time, ought to be a Wanting .to all 
future Kin^, not t(^ allow their Miniflersto.he attacked in 
Parliament upon genial RmnourS), Dif^uib^ or A^uiadons; 
The particular Circumftances of that Caie am fo wdl knowo^ 
that I, need not recapitulate them to- your Loidihips: The 
Accj^iation againft' him oonfilled only of lome geaeml 
Charges, unfum)ort€4 by proper Pi«)o&; and er^ty oae 
knows, that the violent Proceedings aeainft that Earl were 
attended with - fuch Confequences as enSed in .a CataftvO{>he, 
which, all good Men. deteH and abhor. 

f The nobliQ Lord was plea&d to tell us, that an Addrefi 

to xemove a Minifier from the Kis^'t Councib and iVefence, 

; ' . , . can- 


Ktfy Locds,^ I mtti beg leav«;w differ frfim the noMc L<^ '7 40. ^ 
in UdB Pftrdcidar. Such An Addrtfe U^d^tfPMl a Rfimftc*"'* ^-*'"V*'*** 
CJuorafter, and whutever afn^fls a Man*i Character, rnuft be 
allowml to afibft his Perfcm. Do not Men«i^iy Day ven- 
ttzM^ metf Lii^ lor the Sake of their Chaiaaer ^ Would 
not anjr Man chuie lo lofe his Life, rather than li\se the 
Infimn^ artid Reproach of his Cosntiy h And fliall we itit 
tkh Uottfe attempt to infli£l a Punilhment wbrfe thaii^ 
fi^th icMfy upon a Man againft whom there is no par^ 
ticahtf Qrime lo much as alledged, nor any Proof of&red: 
but popular ReientmentSy which are very often myuft, and. 
eenemi Awnments, whi^, in my Opinion, are far from 
Eejiig eoBcrofive. My Lctds, it is eafy to raife Objedlin. 
one againft public Meafiues that have been traniaded 
many Years ago :, It is impoffihle for human Wifdom al- 
ways to cake the beft Courfe, and to make the beft U<e 
of the common Incidents that occur, or for human Fore-, 
light to provide againft the extraordinary Incidents that 
may happen. Time and Experience difcover to the wifefl: 
of Men, 9iany Ermrs in their pafl Condud ; and when 
c;pt>fs Accidents happen,, eyery one is apt to imagipe, th^ 
might have been K>re(een and provided againft. This is 
obvious to every Man, even in die TranfafHons of private 
Life I and a^ public Tr^adions are mudi more intricate, 
a^ depeiid upon Qiufes wlijch never were, nor could be 
utider otir Power or Direction, therefore the ^rors and 
Miftakes^ of thofe cc^icemed, maft be more frequent, and 
thde^'^Meaiiires may afterwards aj^pear weak, which, at- 
t)ie Time th^ werQ tranfaded^ appeared to be the 
wHeft that <xhM be purfued. For this Reafon, when^ 
we-am ^ judge of the Wifdom or Weaknefs of a Mi-' 
mfter*^ paK <;o^u£^> we ought to eonfider the Circumftances 
of J^^aaxy and the Appearaace of Things, as they ftood at 
the Qf^inie his Meafures were concerted ; and if at that Tim^ 
they appeared to^^ be thtf beft, we are not from future Aed- 
dencsy orfvom a iutme View of Thingi, to condemn them^ 
^her as weak Olr wkked. We may, perhaps, find, that 
our Minifter was not infpircd with divine Wifdom, butthif 
can neveii fae thought a good Reafon for our addreffing^ 
ijbe Kmg to^ ttmove him from his Prefence and Couii-^' 

* From diefe general Obfervatiens, I hope your LOfd-' 
(hips will be convinced, that upon' Ac prefcnC Qu^ion ^^ 

you ought to view the publk: Meafores now objeded 
(0, in th^ feme Ughi ^t which they appeared to yov^^ 
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'74<^' ^jt '^i\l be* allowed to "be «e Icaft an Argument m th€ir 
^ *'Fdv<)ur, that eveiy otie of them wae, afte^ a d«ffe Sbia- 
imnation, approved of ^ a Majority of thw Hdti(o, at' 
the Times they re(pe6liv«y ktippened. Btit qs I dcPnot* 
look upon this as a conclufive Argumtot -ki th« Mr^feM' 
Debate, I Ihall beg Leave tO anfwer fomii of theft Ob- 
je£tion$ that have been made againfll our pad Metfiiits^ 
which I fhall endeavour to do from ¥&&» and' Oitutti* 
ikmces tiiat are pubficif kiiowti, without d^vari^g anf< 
of thofe Secrets of State, which, by the Nature dfltiy 
Office, may, perhaps,- have been communicated to nSe. 
But I muft obferve, that, in all fuch Cafes, the Serv«»' 
0f the Grown labour under a ttry great Diftdvantager^^ 
for th^y are often, for the Sake of thte Ptibh'c, oblige4^ 
to conceal thofe Fafts upon which thehr ColKkift was^ 
founded, and which, if they could be revedai Wdoid re*' 
move every Objeftion that could bfe made agaitl& it ' 
* The Treaty of Hanover, and fuppofed CoraplSMfaftce 
ftr Francs, feem, my Lords, to be laid down its ^tm 
Foundation of all thit Weakneft, which' ftttic RMpIe 
pretend to ha^^e (ince appeared in^ &it Condu£t, w}i&^ 
it an Argument that has been often maid^* ufe^ of bodi 
within Doors and without, and, I liiink, 'aS ^rfttftt an-' 
fwcred as it has been ftarted. As f&f the Trtaty ^ 
flarjo-ver^ it is now poblicly known, fhat theBtthoitiflble 
Gentleman againft whom this Motioki h levdldd, What« 
ever Share he may have in our' other Cotmciis, had* mot 
the Icaft Share in the Council which advifed thaV TJrtSJtyv* 
The Negotiation was begun aiid cndt<d Whilft *is hxt 
Majefty was at Hanover , and Was dire^fed^ artd'adWed' 
\rf the Englijh Miniftew, who had the Hofioar tonttt^ 
tend his Majefty in that J6um^y, Of wfcid^/ it'fe«"«(PoB 
known, the Honourable Gentleman was riot'^«rtf:*> B^it^- 
ttie- Negotiation a?jd Treaty were owing to the 'ficranii 
Ifitomation his l^te Majefty had of the: private- 'Aiticto^ 
'that had been agreed on kt Vietmai becweeti the^ £fnper<»' 
pnd Spain y end to th^ cruel Maffiicrec of tli Proteftams \at 
Ih^rh ih'-Pifland', The latter had be^^reftnted' l^ thi? 
■Court biifore his Majefty- s Departure ft»» fhtntf>wty arid 
'^deH^d to fee rcfcnted 1^ every ' Fw««ftant Court in 
■Euhpt, And as to the former, no Dlfoovery had bcfen 
inade* of-thofb private Articles, till- ^r the Ki>>g*S A?'- 
rival 'in his German Dominions; and when a' Difcoite^ 
was made, it raiied fuch a juft Indignation in his late 
Maji^ftjf's Breafty tha; h(? immediately, and '^ without con- 
'* ■ * falling 


ftMsiig ]u» Mincers )iere, lekUvcd to take proper Mea- Ami. t^^-^si^ 
fiwes, not only §ot his Defence, bat a)u> for (hewing his ^ _2I^ 
JCidiniCintfit ; therefore, ^ there was «a^ Wi^akneisv or any ^ ^ 
Impnidencc in concluding that tjieaty, it .waa not owing > 
to- the- H<lii9»rable Geatleman whofe Conduct is now ua* 
der-Qttv Cohiideratk>D« 

^*- Bat jfappofm^' my Lords, the Honourable Gentle-. 
nmk do have been tly^ chief or the Me Advifer of that 
Tueaiy, no Man that admits the Truth of the Fad up^ 
Oil whick the Tr^ty was foanded, could blame his 
Omdud f aod ^nfidcring we haVe the Truth of that 
Faa attdled by Jus late M^JQ&y himfelf in the moll fi^ 
l^mn •Manaef) I thinks no Man that has a true Regan^ 
for th» MeipKHy of his late Majefly, can doubt of it. I 
0M\ liimMfy»i take it for granted, that tbere was a pri- 
vate T^rea^ bttween the Bmperor and Spain^ by vfhidx 
^ fti^ner tii0^ $o sMSt the latter, toiis mribus, in 
endeaiFOiiring to ftrip us of our valuable PoiTeflions of' 
GAraUar and Pgrt Mah»n, and to plaoe the Rretrader 
^pon. th« Throng of thefe Kmgdoms ; and the latter, in 
rdtfmi^ praAifcd to fupport die fbnner in the E^blifh«t^ 
m^tit of the €^«ii^ Company^ and granted fuch Privi<? 
kge« to his tsadiBg S^bje^b in the Sfanijh Dominions^ 
a»' would have entire)yr ruined the Trade of thefe Kingr 
id^ms vo^^doeA Part of - the World. Ciui any Thing« my 
}j»rds, 4mi fuj^ied more injurious to this Nacipn I Would 
ir not iiiive been the Height of Impnideitoe to delay a| 
M«nfeti|t rc^csKing, in the moft proper Manner, fach « 
dasgeiOiv,ifiiohan /infttlting Troa^ ? And I do not fee 
he^ we cQuld have refented it in %-. proper Manner, or 
^evittt* gaiurdedhagainll iismt Parts of it, wiuiout aft AlUancp 
widi^ /Wmmvv^^ Without fiich an Alliance we could not 
cettaialy hs^ve refemed it agalnA the £mpat>r, and if we 
had* relmHed it ageing Btain^ or endeavoured to vind[i* 
cate out Ridits/ wkh reiped. to Trade, in the ^oniA 
DatninioiiSb »ie Einpefor, if we hadno| kept him in Awe oy 
nn Alli^c^'With Fr^r^, would have imnmiately] attacked! 
HmiMf^i « \ (bail g^tv that' this Nation neither is obliged^ 
jM»r ought fo eat^ into a War on the fble Account of 
the UMn9nfiriaft Dominions; hiit when thofe Don^inioi^ 
come tobe.ajttadced by a fbmgn Power, fofely on Account 
of feme Quarrel or MiAmderihyoding with this Nation, 
furely we ai^ < ol^^d, both in Honour wqA lQt9^> tp 
4^end them. . . - 
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Am, x40€e.Uv « I fnuft therein owicludc, nifl^ircK ^fcattoAffinw^ 
'?^^_ with /'ra/rr^ was ahfoltttcJv .nwrfftiy frr us «t tbitTC^I^. 
jun^lur^; and as that AlliuuK brought J<^c/ ^inta&tb^. 
Danger of being. attack<id by the Enapefiof: ao^i r^fkmi^i 
which wo»ld. probably. Mve been the . Co ^yt i wr ,, . if- 
5^/« had got home her Treafure th^a jq i^JV^'Mieu^ 
we were^ therefore^ in oomoiOR Prudencfi oUig^ Vk-m-i 
der to prevent a goneral War ia Et^f, as weU as -to. 
prevent our AU)^ bejpg attacked, to pat a Sfif^ to tli€{ fom*^ 
ing home of that Treafuse. This^ mfiLoids^juiUfies tfae^* 
^afures that were afterwards taken : Tbe Squadron idwt 
was fent to the Wefi^India. made it impoffiUft ist Bfmin 
to. get hei; Treafure frond thence, which prevonted ber ratr 
tacking Trance in Conjunction with the EiapfffHr ; dai the 
Squadron that was fent to the Coaft^.of ^ai>» pcpvunt^d, 
her attacking us, by playkg the Pr^tendier; npott-uiy .a»r 
ihe had endeavoured to do^ during the veiy 4aft . Ruptoift \ 
xVe had with that Nation, But as ouc Buftneis ytm to- 
prevent a War, and not to begin one,. . tbeselbrc it wonid 
have been ridiculous in us to give Orders: to our. Sqiifir; 
drons to attack any Part of the Sfanigf .Pomimn^^ ^ 
to begin Hoftilities againft them. Nay^ eve» wbeii th|^ 
attacked us, by laying. Siege to Gibr altar ^ as .wr knw * 
the Vanity of their Attempt* and that; thay-could do^tta. 
vexy litde Harm, any other Way than by feQ4ic^ -dijer 
Pretcndef with a few Troops in iipoa iis, it v^viailiiSi^ 
been iniprudent in us ^to, attack them in .oujr Tiini;.be^' 
caufe it i> the Intereil of this Natioo to. avoid,, aanui^,.. 
as pdTible, having a Wajs witli the ^^iM«jt^/ W 4s*. . 
count of its b^ttin^ a Hatred and AnimQ(ity..betW6i^ . 
the two Nations,, which n^ver ends with ^ W^> 9sAi, 
while it lails^ will alway^^ .be .of great Prejudice. to. vact? 
Trade. For the. fame keaiS»n». as well ^!^ ,9,<^mB9^.'m!m^, c 
others^ i^ was QU|r JBuiin«{s to reflore a good vtiarnKSiy:.^. 
between this, IS^tipn and ^paint andaUo bepiir^n i|& ;wia / 
the Emperor, as ippn a^ poihble^ aft^ vv^ had 90^^ <^ 
vinced both thefe Powcj^s of the Vanity of thpfa £ttg!ige* 
ments they h^d entered i^^ a|^init its, by thek Tctaqr^. 

. ^ This, my Iiords» w;is. accordingly jbrou^t abont^'igr. 

what I, mud dill caU, 4 Sort of de^ctrpo^ M«°V^nim^ ia^.i 
a/veiy Ihort Time.^ A good (if^-mony between theEwh- 
peror ani the M^rijime fowpr^ was relbfipd by th^Pif* •, 
Hminarics concluded, at l^arisp in May Ijzy, by which to 
Injjjerial Majefty* put an. End to the Qfitni Commy'^ . 
Txfide to thp taji-hdmr to the g-cat Advantage,. cf the i 
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W*Jf^'MRa Trade rf diis Nattioii. 'Tfie&'ftdimiiiairfeg were Ah». HQta. lU 
9gtt9A ' to by Spain, by rife Convention figneii at the .• ^Jj^ 
forJ^^ ka Mdnh 1727-8, whereby his Catholic Majeft/ ^ ''"'^ 
ponyfi^ th<s iimnediftte Rellitadon of the Ship Prince Fkede* 
f^ci, and Abmhced all 't!h^ other Diibates between the two 
Gr<mms to he dd>at^d and decided at the Congre^^ 
wh^ ' wa3 td ' be afterwards h^ld ^t Jix la Chapelle^ 
TMsf I^mk, muft be allowed to ^)e purfuing the true intc- 
reftof this Nation, not only with the utmoft Prudence, but 
wfth the greateft Di^atch; and the Condufion of the 
THi^Blty of SevifU was owing to t^e fame Scheme of 
Policies I k» the Congreft at Aix la Chafelle, being likely 
to di^aw OQC to a great Length, by Reafon of the many 
Difftrenees that^were there to be fettled between the fe- 
voral Pointers -of Europe, it would have been very incon- 
vanient for this Nation to have its Differences with Spain 
foiong feft in SttQ)ence, iand therefore a fepa^^te Nego- 
tiatioA'was ^ on Foot Ibr adjufting thofe Difierences by 
tfaeittlelves, whkh, in my 4iumble Opinion, was the wifeft 
Thing we cotdd do -; and this Negotiation was, in a very 
bmn Time, brought to a Condufion by the Treaty of Se- 
'vHk'f which was figned in November 1 7^19, which wodd 
hmt' put an £nd^ to all onr Difpotes with Spain, and 
wtfttld have procured Its Reparation for all paft Damages^ 
if^l^ Cdort of Spain had been as fmcere in the Exe^ 
onion, BS they feemed feir and candid in the Negotiation. 
Bof ' if die Lourt of Spain afterwards fhufflcd, and de- 
lay^ - to- peribttn what they had fo folemnly promifed, 
fureiy ^ liifinceri^ stnd Breach of Faith in that Court 
caftt0t» "With the leaH Shew of JufHce, be imputed to 
any 'of the Miniilers of ours $ and lefs to the Honoun^ 
bli'G^eman attacked by this Motion, than to any . 
oduvs becaufe in his prp^r Department he h?.s nothing 
to dO' wick fbfdgft Affairs, and ' as a Member of his 
Mi^elly^s PHvy- C^ncil, Ytt muft give his Advice ac- 
cording to the Lights he receives firom thofe who have. 

* Ilth^ Spaniards,' my Lotds> had pUnftdally performed , 
and abferv^ what they promifi^ in that Treaty, I believe^ 
no Man in the Kingdom woukl have ever made an Ob- ' 
jeAi6n tok: On the Contrary^ I am Cbnviticed-, it wot^d ^, 
hmm been IdoW on by the whole Kingdom^ as one of t^e 
wiMScefR ever made by any Br/V^ Admmiilration ; but J 
as t^tSfaniJh Cbui-t neither' performed, nor cbferved fb.niuch 
asMe jTitde.of \vhat they had pfomifed^ th^rejfore, fome . 
People iio# iirtd Fault with every Artide oF that Treaty* an& 
aoR^ogthe'teft^ with that* which Hipaktei the introdadng 
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iUn.t4tieMLof Sfmujl^, infiead of Neuirml Trdops, into the ftroiig 
«740' ^ Places of fufcan^^^ Parma and Flacentia. My Lor^V* tbe 
' DiflEeitnce between Sfani/b or Neutral Troa^ beiiig in tliofe 
Places, b fo very incoQfiderabIe» that I am (arprjaid to hear 
it made ofe of as an ObjedicHi to the Treaty oiStmlU. h 
was u'cU known^ that if the Spaniards (hould reiblve t# 
attack the Emperor in lialy^ it would be tiecoffary for them 
to fend a moch larger Body of Men into Italy than the 6000 
Itipulated by that Article, and this the Maritime Powers 
icould prevent whenever they pleafed ; therefore, if the 
Court d* Viutna had kept in good Terms with ^iie Dmitb 
and us, ib as to make it both our Interefts to proted his 
Pofleilions in Italy ^ thefe 6000 Spantfi Troops would rather 
have ferved as a Pledge for the Performance of Treaties on 
the Fart of Spai$i^ than as a Means for attacking the Em* 
peror in that CoonttV: Whereas, if the Court bfFie»»« 
Ihould foifeit the Friendihip of the DtUcb aad us, it fig* 
siified notiiing whether the Spaniards had 6000, Men in 
Italy or no, becaufe they could fend 20,000 of their Tro(^ 
thither whenever they had a Mind, without its being in the 
^ower of the Emperor to prevent it. For this Rcaffwi, I 
xnuft be of Opii^jon^ that the Court of Vienaa^i Obilinacy» 
in refufing to admit of the Introdu&ion of Spamfo in^ead 
of Neutral Trodps into the fhpng Phices of Tufemy, Parma 
and Placentia, was a mere Pnndilio of the Court of f7s/»rtf ; 
and were we to facrifice the Intereft and Trade of our Coon*- 
try to a mere Pun6Ulio of that Court ? U any Minifter had 
prevailed with our Court to do^ fo^ I ant fure the noble 
Lord would have had more Reafon to call our ConduA 
wicked, than he has now to call it weak. 

'^ By that Treaty itiy Lords, we did not engage to enter 
into a War, in Conjudion with France and Spaiu^ againft 
thK Emperor, nor againft any other Power in Muretpe* Even 
with regard to the Dukes of Tufcany and Parma, who 
V^ere the only Po^srs that had any real IntereH in oppofing 
the Entry of thefe Troops, we Engaged only to uie fuch 
Applications as ihould be confident with their Dignity and 
Quiet. Thefe two Dukes, I fay, my Lords were the only 
two Powers that had any real Intereft to oppoie tho Intro- 
dudUon of Spanijb Troops into their Domi]^ions : The 
£siperor. could have no real Intereft to do fo, becaufe by 
another Article in the ikme Treaty, thofe Troops were to 
be withdrawn, as foon as Succeffion ftipulated bv the Qoar 
druple Alliance fhould take Place ; and really^ if the Dokcs 
of Tufiai^ and Parma hid agreed to receive fuch Troops 
Into theif firong Placesi I do not iee what Title the Em^ 
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JBMr^^hftd. to-oppole it; for theSoveteign Princei, 6? thejliw.i^Ceo, !(.*- 
&IV*i9f.nuy bring wktc Troopi they p'e-.je ioLO tfleir^po-' , ay^tfc^, . 
mi >i o B > j -yiovided they do noc ihereby diltuib the Tj^n- *— "■/' "J 
fiilUiy of the Empire. But fuppofc (he Emperor had op-'' 
paM'thcXntroduftionof [hofeTrtwp!, aiid.had by (o doing' 
(MM w a. Rapwie with Spain, i( is evidenc from the very 
W«ni»«rftte Treaty, thai we were notcbl'J^ed to take any 
£han';iB that War;- and imlefs the Bilan(;e of Power in 
Smaf€ had been brought into Danger by the Event wf die 
War* I do noLthinlc our Interelt could have induced lu ia' 
CBgaoB apon either Side of the Qu? Ition. 

' -But, my liord?, whatever bad Policy tliere might have 
been io this Engagement fir the Introduflion of the SpaniJ& 
ioflcad of Keutral Ttoopj, which we entered into by ' 
dte Treaty of Sivillit it cannot be jullly faid that it pro- 
duced any bad Cotifequence. By our Treaty with the Em- 
peror in 1 731, we got him to confcnc to the Introduflion 
aiSfmni^ Troops into the Itrong Places of lufiany. Parka 
>iid.,Piai;tJitia, without any Oppofition ; and I am glad to 
keai, thcnoUe Lord approve of that Treaty : I am glad to 
hear, thai any one gtwd Treaty has been made, or any ons 
ivifc Meaiure concerted, fince he has had no Share in the 
.Adtniniftration ; tho' even that Treaty was not, it feemi, 
in- h» Opiaion, fo good as it fhould have been. Bm if we 
.di4 Dot, by that Treaty get all we wanted,, if we did not 
ffit proper Re^uiaiions fettled for our ■ Trade in the 
■Austrian Dominions, it mafl be allowed, we got two very 
.■good Things,- which was, the abfolute demolilhing of the 

Oflend I-afi-Mia Trade, and the eftablifhing of the Tran- 

quijliiy ai Europe, by the peaceable Inifoduftion of iha 

^iwyb Troops iota Tu/caay, Paima and PlaccKtia ; both 
..^ch we obtained, without entering into anv Ei';^ 'gement 

fordoing any Thing, but what our own IiinelS would 

W^ 'RiJ tiS'to, if no luch Engagement had cvei been tii'nile. 
■Tbi5.j4rticlt:ihertforc, with rcffta to us, ptoduad no ill 
,Eftfti.aild with refpedl to' the Emperor, can it be Tup- 

jK^ed,, that if there had bten no Spanifl} Troop:. A Imly in 

the Year 1733, the Fiench would not have dar^d to a;tack 

<c declare War againil the Emperor I Can :; 1 -. 1" 
. that tite Spamards having fuch ari inconiiJiTabV 

6ciOQ Men, in llalj, was of any Weiglit in prrTOi) 

lh»in„ or the King of Sardinia, to join [lie Frttici 

y/ir 1 Or can it Iw fuppofed, that the Succefs of th 

aiMi[thtir Allies againft the Emperor, would not h: 

ai great as it was, tho' the SpaniarJi had not had 

iuAd^ at the Beginning of theWaif 
'7f • ♦ S ■ i That 
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4i01.14Ceo.lt. ^ That War, my Lords, did not proceed from ike 
1740* Spaniards having a few Troops in Italy, nor from any Errdc 
*^ or Mifcondudt in us. It proceeded entirely from the Mif- 

condu^t of the Court of Vienna : That Court had inter- 
meddled in the Election of a King of Poland, perhaps 
BAore than they had Occafion to cto> and they had for 
XBany Years behaved in fuch a Manner towards the Duicb, 
a^ made that Republic very cool in every Thing that related 
to the Houfe of Auftria, The Frtneh knew that the DutA 
would no Way intermeddle in the Quarrel between them 
^ and the Emperor : They had a£lually brought the Dutch 
into a Treaty of Neutrality before they , attacked the Em-^ 
peror ; and they fuppofed, as they very well might, that 
this Nation would oot^ without the Dutch, take any Share 
in the War^ unlefs they and their Allies fhould puih their 
Succeis againft the Emperor fo far^ as to eadan^r the 
balance of Power in Europe, With refpe^i t^ our Trade^ 
it would have been one of the moft unwife Things we 
c^uld have done^ to have engaged ourfelves in ^a War j^mH 
france, Spain and Sardinia, whilfl the Dutch remained 
Beutral ; for it would of courie haw transferred, during the 
Continuance of the War^ a great Part of. our Tradey and 
our whole Navigation,, to the jD»/c^;^fo that if the War 
jiad lafted long, as it probably mighty this. Nation would 
kaye been undone^ even tho*^ we had met with the greatefi 
Succefs in the Profecution of the War ; for whatever the 
£mperor might exped, this Nation could expedk no Ad- 
vantage from that Succefs, and the chief Burden of the 
War, with regard to the Expence, mull neceiTarily have 
fallen upon us. 

* This, my Lords,, the French were very fenfible ol: 
tThey had experienced the Wifdom . of fome of thofe 
who had the Direction of our Af^irs, from whence 
fhey foreiaw, that we would not meddle in the War, 
when it was U^ contrary to our Intereii to do fo ; and 
therefore,, after having prevailed with the Dutch to agree 
%o a Treaty of Neutrality, they thoucht thty had a fair 
Opportunity for Ihewing their Reientment againft the 
the Court of Vienna^ on Account cf the Gondu^ of that 
Court, with relation to the Eledlion of a King of Ph^ 
iand. Thefe Confiderations, I fay, encouraged the French 
to attack the Emperor at that Time, and thefe Con£r 
.derations, joined with the Hopes of getting fomething Yjf 
the Event of the War, encouraged Spain and Sar^nis t# 
joiii with them. The Imperial Court t}ierefore owed that 
Misfortune to their Qwn Conduct towards the Dutrh ; for 
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tiGweter mucli we flood engaged to guarantee the Em-AaiLi4G^th 

peror's Poffeffions in Itafy, by Virtue of the Treaties fub- '740. 

Sfting between him and tw, we were not obliged to 

expole our Trade, and confequently ourfelves, to certaiii 

Ruin on that fingle Account, efpecially as the Imperial 

Cobrt had brought that War upon themfelves, by endea« 

vouring to prevent a free Ele^ion in the Kingdom of 

* If the French, my Lords, had been afiuated by fucH 
aihbitious Motives of Conquell, as they were in Liwit th6 
XI Vth^s Time, I fhall grant; that we ought for our owrt 
Safety, as weJl as foe the Safety of Europe^ to have joinedt 
with the Emperor in that War j but we very well knew, 
and the Event fhewed, they were not. They even bridled 
their Ambition, and put a Stop to their Conquers in thd 
midft of Viftory. They left the Houfe of Jufina very. 
near as powerful as it was before, and they added but 
very little to their own Power; for if the Hbufe of Aujiria 
loft Naples and Sicilj by that War, it got Tujcany, Parma 
tfoA. Piacentia i and coniidering that thefe Duchies lie ad- 
jacent to the other Aufirian Dominions in Italy ^ it cannot 
be juftly faid, that the Power of the Houfe of AuftriA 
was much diminifhed by the Event of that War; nof 
was the Power of France^ as I have faid, much enlar^d % 
for tho' by that Eyent the French got the abfolute Pro- 
perty of the Duchy of Lorain, their Power was not 
thereby much enlarged ; becaufe they had before a Sort 
of arbitrary Power over that Duchy, and did aftually 
take PofTeflion of it, and put Garifons into all its for- 
tified Towns, wjienever they had the leaft Occaiion for 
fo doing. ' 

* I cannot therefore fee, my Lords, how the Affairs ot 
Europe wfere brought into any urthappy Situation,- or how 
the Balance of Power was endangered, by the Event of 
that War. 1 fhall grant, that both thefe Misfortunes 
might have been the Confequences of the Profecution of 
that War, if the French and their Allies had puflied their 
Conquefts too far, or endeavoured to profecute it in ^ dif- 
ferent Manner ; and, in order to prevent this, his Majcfly 
took the beft Method that could be taken in that Con- 
juncture : He encrcafed his Forces both by Sea and Land, 
and thereby put himfelf in Readinefs to give a Check to 
any Views of Ambition, upon which ever Side they might 
app^r. This, perhaps, was one of the Reafons, why the 
French were fo moderate in their Demands, wheb they 
began to negotiate a Peace with the Emperor; and thatr 
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HCeo. n. Petee I |hink» notwithiUndiog all that har been (9^<i td 
'740* the contrary, left the Sicua^pn of Affairs in Europe in ai 
happy a Situation for this Kingdom, as could . w^li be 
de^rt^d. The Power of the Houils of Aufiria was moch 

freater than it was iu the Beginning of the late Queen Aimi% 
Leign:, The Power of Trance was not near fo great^ hoc 

•was the Union bet\yeen the Crowns of France and Sfaim id 
firm, as at that Time ; and if France had £nce fhewed 
any fuch ambaious Views as ihe did at that.Tiaie, it 
would have been eafy for this Nation to have foniied 
a more powerful Confederacy again ft her. I fliall indeed, 
admit, my Lords, that the prefent Situation of the A&irs 
of Europe is a little unfortunate for this Nation ; but it 
is entirely owing to the unlucky Accident of the late 
Emperor's happeoing to die, before a King of the i^#- 
mans was chofen. This Accident might, 'tis trnSy have 
been, and was, I believe, forefeen by our M'tiiflers ; but it 
was impoffible fer them to provide sgainft it, without the 
Concurrence of the Court of Vienna , and a Maj(M'ity of 
the Eleflors of the Empire ; which was a Concurrence they 
could not abfolutely command, had every one- of them 
had as great Wifdom and Capacity as ever any Morud 
Man was indued with. 

' Having now, I hope my Lords, removed all the 
Objedions that have been made to our Condudi, fo hs 
as it relates to the Balance of Power, and the prefent 
Situation of Affairs in Europe, I (hall take up but vtry little 
of your Lordfhips Time, in anfwering the Objedions that 

iiave been made to that Part of our CoQdud, which relates 
tp our Affairs with Spain, or to our own domeftic . Af&irs. 
Our Negotiations with Spain/ my Lords, %vere all along 
Ibnnded upon this Principle^ That as long as there was 
any Hopes of obtaining Redrefs by peaceable Means, we 
ought not to have Recourfe to Arms. This Principle will, 
I hope, be allowed to be right itfelf, and it ha^ becD all 
along approved of by Parliament. Therefore, in tbofe 

JKJegotiations his Majefty has aded^ rather by the Advice 
of his. Parliament,, than by the Advice of his MiniAera ; at 
tpafl^ if it was the Advice of his Miniflers, it was fuch as 
lias been approved of and recommended by his Parlia- 
jnenr, which X muft look on as a very fhoag. Argument in 
its &vour I for I ihall always have a much greater Re- 
gard for the Voice of Parliament within Doors, than fur 
tne Clamours of the People without; and, for. this 
Reafon» I'm uft be of Opinion, that a Miniller*s Wifdom 
4nd Steadmeis may fosACtimes be the Caoft of his becoming 

g ^ unpopular 


^{lOj^ular. In all Countries, felfe Notion^, Notions in- Ann»T4Geo.lR 
confiftent with the public Good, fometimes prevail among ^ ^4 0^ 
the XjeneraMty of the People, cfpecially when thofe No ^ 

-dons are inculcated and propagated by a Party who oppofe 
the public Measures, not becaufe they are wrong, but be- 
<auie they do not like the Men, or perh^ps^ becaufe they 
are not the Men that advife and carry them on. This, £ 
fay, often happens in every Country, and in no Cafe fa 
commonly as in that which relates to Peac^ or War. In 
fuch a Cafe, a Miniller who looks into Futurity,, and flea- 
dily purfues the Good of his Country, in Oppo^tion to a 
prevailing Clamour, may become very unpopular, and may 
continue fo for fome Time ; but, when the People become 
cool and have Leifiire to confider Things ferioully and. ma- 
turely, that Unpopularity will, be converted into a general 
Efleera, and he will be admired for his Steadinefs as well as 
for his Wifdom ; therefore it will be a very imprudent 
Maxim for the Sovereign, even of this free Country, to dif- 
miis a Minifler on account of any popular Clamour that 
may arife, or be fpirited up againft him. 

* We are not therefore, my Lords, to ima^ne, that our 
Minifiers are guilty, cither of Weaknefs or Wickednefs,. be- 
caufe they did not declare War a^infl Sfawy as foon as it 
was thought neceflanr by the Mob without Doors, fpirited 
up by thofe who haa fuffered by the Spanifi Depredations,, 
and who, of courfc were more fwayed by Motives, of Re- 
venge, than by any Motives founded on the public Good 
of the Nation in general, \vhich did not permit that we 
ffaould enter into a War whilfl there were any Hopes of 
obtaining Redrefs by Negotiation. This was our Cafe in 
the Year 1733, when the War happened between France 
and the Emperor. We had then very good Reafon to hope, 
that SpoU might be brought to reafonable Terms by fair 
Mean^; therefore we had no Occafion, on our own Ac- 
count, to attack Spain at that Time ; and I have fhewn» 
that we had no other Call to take any Share in that War. 
From that Time, the Court of Spain Hill gave us Hopes 
of obtaining Redrefs by Negotiation, and, at lafl, went 
fo far as to promife it by a folemn Treaty. I mean, mv 
Lords, the Convention. I fhall not trouble your Lord- 
ihips with anfwering the Objedions that have now. been 
made to -it, becaufe they were all fully anfwered when it 
was under our Confideration : I fhall only fay, that if the 
Court of Spain had performed what they promifed by that 
-Treaty, and had afterwards aded as candidly as th^ 
lEeated^ we fhould have had no Occafion to declare \Vkr 
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fi^^alfajrjiinft them. Bat they did neither; and lien, and aC^ 

U^ rf tiJ' then, a Rupture became neceflaiy. 

* As for our Londuft fince that Time, my Lords, I did 
not expeft, that, upon a Motion of this Kind, it fhould ef- 
cape Ccnfure ; becaufe, in Time of War, it is {o eafy to 
find Fault, let th» War be never fo well conduced. As cnf 
Complaints againfl Spain were founded opon their having 
ieized ferae of our Merchant Ships upon unjuft Pretences, 
the moft proper Method of fceking Redrefs, after the Court 
of Spain has denied it by fair Means, was by Rcpriials,' 
We had no pretence for declaring War till the Staniardf 
Ieized our Ships in their Ports, and, without the Jcail Pre- 
tence, publiftied Reprifals aeajnfl us. Upon this we declare 
War, and as foon as we hid declared War, we began to' 
prepare fbr attacking them m tbc proper Place ; bat we 
Uterc firft, in common prudence, obliged to prepare for 
our own Defence, not fo much on Account of any Attack 
we had to fear from the Spaniards j as on Account of a 
neighbouring Power that might, perhaps, refolve to join 
with Spain againft us. That Power has not, 'tis true, 
yet done fo ; but this may be owing to the Preparations 
we have made for our Defence at home ; for nothing can 
be more effeftual for preventing uny other Nation's joining 
wiA Spain againft us, than their feeing, that it is out of 
their Power to hurt us. At the fame Time that we pro- 
vided for our Defence, we were likewife providing a Ffeet„ 
and a proper Number of Land;Forces, for attacking the 
Enemy ; and if that Fleet did not fail fo foon as it ought 
to have done, and was. expelled, it was owing entirely^ 
contrary Winds, which, I hope, will not be looked on^ 
as proceeding from the Weaknefs or Mifconduft of our 
Minifters. 

* Now, my Lords, with rcfpeft to our domeftic Afiairs^ 
as I have (hewn, that no Olyedtion can be julUy made to 
any Part of our Conduct relating to foreign Affairs, and 
as a great Part of the Expence we have been at, has been 
owing to the feveral Broils we have been involved in with 
the other Powers of Europe^ if our Debts are not grcatiy- 
diminKbed, nor our Taxes abblifhed, it is not owing to 
the Wcaknefe of our Minifters, but to the extraordina]7 
Expence we have been from Time to Time put to ; and 
to a reftlefs, difafFefted Party at home, which has all along 
obliged us to keep in Pay a more numerous ftanding Army 
than we fhould otherwife have had Occafion for. And as 
to the {evert penal Laws that have been enadled, and the 
dangerous Schemes that have been attempted, they relate 

only 
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(sly V> the CoIle£^ion of th^ public Re^niie ; flierefore, Ann. 14 Geo. U. 

it tbere be any Sevcrit/^in tite Laws, or if there was any • i-74<>» 

Banger in the Schemes, both ought to be imputed to the ^^'"'^^ ' ^ 

Wickedneis of our Smugglers and dandeitine Traders, and 

aot 10 ^the Weaknefs > or Wickednefs of oiv: Minifiers. This 

was the Caieof the late £xcire*Scheme,. whkh, 1 Itill think, 

could not in the leaii have affeded our Liberties^ had ic 

poflibd into a Law ; and am of Opinion, that the Clamours. 

laifed agaand it were chiefly owing to our Smugglers being 

ooniciou^ that it would have been effedbial for the End in- 

iBoded. It was this that made them fo active inraifmg a 

popular Clamour againil that Scheme, andconiidering mtK 

Nuaibers, and the Intereil the People have in being able. 

to parchaiie ai a cheap Race, I do not at all wonder at their 

$a€oe(s. 

*• I hope, my Lords, I have now fhewn, that we have 
not the leaA Occa£on to addreis his Majeily tb rejnove any^ 
<H)e of his Minifters &om his Councils ; and' therefore, £ 
hope the Motion will meet with the Fate it deferves : I 
9m fare, I fliali moft heartily give it my Negative.' 

The Duke of ^/X^^i^. 

' My Lords^ I fhall join ifi thk Obfer^eion made by Duke tiAnssft^ 
the noble Duke, That fuch an Addre& as is now propofed 
Id your Lordfhips, was never agreed to, but in troublefome 
and £fc£Hoas Times ; but he and I may, perhaps, differ in 
the Application of thefe Terms. The Nation mull al-* 
Ivays be in Trouble, when it has the Misfortune to bcr 
onder the Government of a weak or wicked MiniAer y 
and when fuch a one engrofTes the Ear of .his Sovereign,, 
and thereby prevents all good Advice from approaching the 
Throne, there is certainly a moft wicked and dangerous 
Faiftion in the Kingdom. But who, my Lords, are the Au- 
thors of that Trouble? Who are they that are the Fo- 
meatess and Supporters of that Fa6Hon ? Not thofe that 
are endeavouring, by the legal Methods prefcribed by our 
ConfiitutiQn, to remoye that Minifler, but they that are 
for ob&nfling all fuch Methods, and for fupporting hint 
in that Power, which he has by his Cunning and Syco* 
phancy afurped. The Minillcr, and his Creatures and 
TooV, are the Fa6tion, and the fole Caule of the Nation'i 
Tremble ; and when they, by obftrufting ajl legal Method* 
«f Redrefs, drive the People to the Extremity of being ob-. 
Jig'd to make ufe of violent Means,. ic is they, and th^ 
oiily, that are to be deemed the Authors of a^ the JV^oiv 
^uac$ that enioe. 
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Aim.f4bco.l?. ♦ tn tlA Light, 'my Lords, we ought to view all j£e 
_ 1740^^^ Contefts between Parliaments and Miniitei:s, that are. |qen^ 
tioned in our HiAory ; for I defy the World to ihf w^,^^ 
ever a Favourite of the Crown was* attacked by ParliaiimlL 
either by Addrefs, Impeachment, .or otherwue^ botii^a' 
as highly deferved it,. Will any one fay, that the Bairl ot, 
Straff»fd, in King Charles the Firfl's fiiign, did not dc- 
fervc to be attackM by Parliament? I am convinced. the 
noble Duke will be as far Irom juiUfying all the precediiH| 
Meafurcs of that Reign, as I (hall be from jufhfying afl 
the future Mcafurcs that were taken againfl that unfortunate 
and. deluded Prince. But it was the violent Methods' fii^ 
made ufe of by the Court, that gave Rife to the vic^Qt 
Methods afterwards taken by the Parliament; and there- 
fore, it was not the Profecutors of that King's Minifiers 
and Favouriiss, but the Minidexs and FavQurite& them- 
fclves, that were the original Authors of all the Mu&a^ 
tunes, and of the fatal CataHrophe, that lm>pened to him. 
In order to fcreen his Minillers from a ParliamcnteLry Pro- 
fecution, he had abruptly difTolved feveral Parliaments^ 
and had fufpended the holding of any for a gfeatNum* 
ber of Years ; during which Time a Multitude of illegal 
and violent Means were praflifed by the Court, for jaifing 
much leis Money than the Parliament would have^wiliingly 
granted him, it he had given up fome of his guilty i'a- 
vourites to Juftice. This inflamed the Spirits of thc^ People 
10 fuch a ^Degree, that it afterwards became eafy for wick- 
ed and deceitful Men to diredt that national Refentnient a- 
gainil the Crown, which ought to have been diie^b^ <)nly 
againil the Minillers of the Crown ; and therefore, the Cafe 
of my Lord Strafford^ inftead of being a . Warning to fu' 
turc Kii^gs, not to allow their Minillers to be attapk'd by 
Parliament vqwn general Rumour?, ought to be a Warning 
.to all future Kings, not to fet themfelves up as a Screen for 
their -Minifters j and, I hope, it will be a Warning to all 
future Parliaments, not to allow their Refentment, to cany 
them, beyond the Boi^n^s prercribed.by our Conftitutioo. 
. • The Error committed by the Pariiament, in the Cafe />f 
the Earl of Strafford^ was not in their having attacked, him 
as a weak or wicked Minifter, but in the Method by which 
they carried on that Attack.- Upon general I^umoun and 
Accuiations they found him guilty of High-Treaibn, and 
condenmed him to die, by Ail of Parliament, which was a 
.Method of Proceeding that could not, be warranted by our 
ConHitution i but will any one fay, that it would have beea 
jwrong in the Parli^iu^nt to have addreiTed the King to re- 
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Mrehim fibih his Councas zxjd Prefence^ Will Toiy one iy^ Atta.i^iShio.ft 
dtt dl^ Acci&tiOQs broufi^t agalnll hiih^ or th^ geherdl Hs;* 
"'^"^'ISad draws upon JumfcJ:^ were liot fuSicient for thi> 
idfe? M^ LoMs^ "the very Nature of our Coaftifi«i6» 
'IbCMiyulcie 08^ tha.t th* twblic Odium siqnt is fiifficienl 
s ibr tht K.in^ to difmift. an^ Minifler tkat has draWn i^ 
Iteml^infelf, becauje^ in'a ixee Coundy^ th^ Jting is co^o* 
tfo^^i^ the Aftaions of the Peoplfe* and notj nkc arbi- 
ftwy ftihcesi \)y the Terrors of his Reigh. Bat as thrf 

fig has &o Wair (b propfer for knowing the Sentiiricnti 
his People, either about the Mibafures n^ is advifed to 
^iue^ or th^ Minill^rs he is pleaffcd to tv^fhy, as hyt 
Se, Addreffiis or K^mohHra^c^s of his Parliament i as the 
Stetimeafts of the Pbople m^V be, and ^ner^y ziCf very 
tftl^ rej[)rereBt^d to him by his NllniJders and Favourites, 
{E^reftre it is our Duty to give him a true Inlbraoation i 
anj when we perceive that kny oik of the ICing^s Mini- 
flos hsts uicuited the general Hatred of the PeopI^, we be- 
tnjr oor Sbvfeit:gn, at leaft/ we are guiltv of n F^lttre in 
OCT Duty towards him, if we do not aadreis him to re^ 
fliOft (bdi la MmiHer s for nq Kii^g can expeft to preferv^ 
)hi( AiK^ons and Eileem of the People^ if he employs fucb 
ft are hated and' dcipifcd by them. ^ . ' 

* An A4drefs therefore, my Ldrd|^ td removCf i. Mini* 

tttiiQax theKing*s Councils and rrefence, may be fufii-» 

Cjen^y feanded upon general Rumcfurs, or. general, Dif> 

Jotb, itod niay be agreed to, nay, in many Cafes^ ough^ 

t6 hk agreed to, without any particular Accuiation^ and^ 

enift^pendy, without any ProdH A Minifkr^s Charades 

ief^ier is* nor can be ajte£ted by fuch an Addreis i for 

a Man's Chai:a6ler depends entirety upon his own Con^ 

iaSt, and can neVer be loIl by any fort of judicial Pro« 

oecd^n^. On the cOntraiy> if a Man be really innocent, 

aifd' hy (bine Error in Kis ConduQ, or fome e3(traordi-> 

xArt Misfortune^ has had his Chara^fer ei^ofed, or. brought 

vndei' Sufpidon, by a full and iahr Trial the SiHpicion will 

he reodovTO^ and his Charadler redored ; lb that if a Mi« 

niller Ms loft' his Chara£ler, and has fallen Into a general 

Hi^ed among the People, an Addrefs foi» removing him^ 

inayhc a Means for reftprkig^ his Character i rbecaule, afte^ 

ke is, in purfuafcce of tjwt Addrefs, removed, he may then 

\it liroaght to 'fttll^ and open Parliamentarjr Trials ^4 

h&Ay Acquitted <A 'kM thofe Crimes, Or f ailingSi he wa^ 

Wfore fuppoftd" t6 be guilty ofi which never can be tht 

Cafi^, as long as he continuss in Power i for, during th#. 

Cte^oan^e^f hii Power, every Enquiry uito hs Condu^ 
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ADtui/^GtoAhtm\\ be fonu; Way influence by the Pavoar$ .he . has to 
1' ^^ V ^J^ftow '; and even, Ibppofe he fhould be fairly acquitted, 
k will not refiore'hls Charadter, becaufe the World will be- 
lieve, his Acquittal was not 'owiilg to his Innocence, bat to 
his Influence, 

• For this Reafon, my Lonls, I hope we fliall have, in 
diis Motion, the Concurrence of all thofe who have a 
true Regard for the Charader of the Minifler, and, at 
the fame time, a thorough ConvidUon of hir Innocence. I 
believe every Lord in this Houfe is ienfible, that he has 
already loft his Character with a great Majority of the People 
of this Nation ; ^ and that he is generally, and violently fuf- 
pe6led, not only of great Failings^ but of heinous Crimes. 
Is not he fuipe^ed of having folely engroiTed the Ear of 
his Sovereign, and excluded h-om his Mafter^s Prefence, as 
well as Confidence, every Man that difdains being a Slave 
to him ? Is he not fufpe6lcdof having engroffed the fole 
Difpofal of all the Favours of the Crown, and the fole 
Direftion of all the Officers of the Kingdom ? Is he not 
fufpeftcd of having endeavoured to deftroy the Indepen- 
dency of Parliament, and the Freedom of Ele^ons, by 
making an abje6i Submiifion to his Will and Diredion 
the fole Title to the obtaining of any Favour from the 
Crown, or the holding of any Poft which the Crown can 
take away ? Is he' na0fufpe£ted o£ having applied the pub- 
lic Money towards gaining an undue and corrupt Influence, 
both in Parliameht and at Eleftions ? Is he not, In general, 
fufpeded of having a Defigri, by the Continuance and In- 
creafe of ufelefs Offices, and the Multiplicity of Penal Laws, 
to eilabliOi in the Crown £ln abfolute and uncontroulable 
Po\yer ? And, with regard to Foreign Affairs, is he not fuf- 
pe<*led of having, by his WeakiieS or Wickednefs, facri- 
ficed the InteVells of his Country" and the Intercfts of Eu- 
rope, to the cultivating of a dangerous Friendfhi6> and Cor- 
refpondence with Frame? Is he not fufpedled (of having e»- 
pofcd both the Honour and the Trade of his Country 
to the lnMt^'Xif<^pdln}' for tiX> other Reafpn, but for 
the fake of preferving that^ ' Fricndlhip and Correfpon- 
dence ? . ^ . 

* Thefe, my Lords, and a great many mdrff J Could men- 
tion, are Suspicions his Charadler now Ues expofed to. 
That thefe Sufpicions are generally entertained, no Man 
, can be ignorant, that ^ver makes an Excurfion' beyond the 
Purlieus of the Court, or converfeis with any independent 
Man in the Kingdom. , That the People lire .generally dif- 
fitisiicd with our public Meafufes, aAd^ confequently, with 

' ' thole 
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tliofe ihat adrife them, is evident from the great Sale of Ann. 14 Geo. U. 
all Pamphlets and Pkpers on one Side, and the bad Re- ^ ^4©. 
cseption given tx> the gratuitous Pamphlets and Papers on 
Ac txther ; for this cannot! be owing to an^ Superiorit}^ 
of Genius in the Authors, becaufe, when the Meafures of k 
Government arc right, thofe of the brightdl Parts will 
certainly engage in their Defence ; and yet we haVe feen 
in our Days, what Pofterity will fcarce believe : We hava 
feen Pariiaments approving what no Man of Genius would 
deign to defend. Thus, my Lords, I have laid before yoji 
a true State of die Cafe, with* regard to the Charafter of 
the Honourable Gentleman whofe Conduct is now under 
our Confideration ; and as this is really the Cafe, if I 
^ffcrc convinced of his Innocence, as a Friend to him, I 
ihoald advife him to refign, in order that he might have his 
Charadler vindicated by an impartial, a fbidl, and a fair En- 
quiry ; and, if he refufed my Advice, I fhould, from that 
very Refufal, begin to fufpeft his Innocence, and, confe- 
quently, fhould agree to the Addrefs now propofed. 

* This, I fay, my Lords, fhould be my Behaviour as a 
Friend to him, if I were convinced of his Innocence ; but 
as I have my own Sufpicions, as well as other People, and 
have,' perhaps, more Reafon than moft other People, there- 
fore^ as a fidthful CounfcUor to my Sovereign, which I have 
the Honour to be, by my having a Scat in this Houfe, and 
as a lincere Friend to my Country, I muft be for agreeing 
to the Addrefs propofed ; and that my Sufpicions may ap- 
pear not to be groundlefs, I (hall take the Liberty to exa- 
mine fome of our late public Meafures, and endeavour to 
flicw the Weaknefs of thofe Arguments that have been made 
ule of for their Juflification. In the doing of which, I fhall 
take the noble Duke's Advice, and confider the Circum- 
ftances of Affair^ and the Appearance of Things, as they 
ftood at the Time thofe Meafures were concerted ; which I 
may with the greater Freedom do, becaufe I had no Share 
in advifmg them ; for though I was one of his Majeily's 
mofl Honourdble Privy-Coundl, it is well known, I feldom 
attended, thinking my Attendance both unnecefTary and im- 
proper, when I found my Advice was of ilo Weight, nor 
the leail -Regard had to what I faid in SujJport of it 5 from 
whence i had great Reafon to fufpeft, that the Refblutions 
t)f that Board were foreflalled, and that we came there only 
to giver an Authorityto, and, perhaps, an Excufe for, what 
had fomewhere elfe been rrfolved on. 

• TWs, my Lords, has been long one of my Siifpicioiis, 
^and from hence J cannot but with the reft of the Ration 
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'J^^ ; , tbi'^^xfetlt Dcbsto^ kaaiibldx engiofied the Ear of Jijb So^. 
^t^f^YT^i^en^i \pnA',tkMi a ccUL Reception at Comrt is ^^enoral^ 
tht jCaiifbf«nce q£ difi^iog la any iB^teriid Popft Bpm 
th» Mioitov; Lbelieve, feverai of joax Loidifaips as well's* 
myfttf Afe fixaonplet . TJiefe^Sxamplios, mf Lords, if thfljr- 
sUQCilM^ Bt0obp Wfvffard at leaR flioo^ Pr^fimipdoiis, wk* 
ax« onff .<>f the Caufes of the Nation^s oelieving^ that- tfaia 
Miniikr has folely.en^refied the Ear c^his Soversign, waA- 
thej^y ufuioe4 ihe ifle Difpoikl of all the FaFOura of.lhR 
Croy^n* . ana the ible Dira6)io{^-Q|' all the Royal Offices 
in the Kingdom ^ and this SufpicIoD is conlumeid by what 
cv9iy Man muft ohfcrve, that cvor Beard of the Crowds 
at bis L^vce. B^ that Department whidi prc^ly belongs 
tot him« he has. to do with JDOthi^g but what bcloi^ ta 
the Maaagement of the public Revenue ; and therefoie, if 
he confined himiolf to his own Depaitioent, he cxuild have 
his Lev/cfi frequented by nene but £icb a<s are fottdtina 
Warrants from the Treafary^ or Pofts in the Cblle&ion ana 
Managi^ment. of the. poblic Revenue;. and conideiring che 
Amount of the prefent Rtivemie». and the Kumber cf 
OiSicers employed, I fhould thmk that this alon^;. would af* 
ford a Crowd fufficieut for iatisfyiag tha Vanity of anjf 
Miaiftcr in the Kingdom. 

. < But iafl^ of this, my Lords, doea not every €m^ 
kBQw, that thff leve^ of this Miniiler is haai^d <by Lords 
who, I hope^ neither have aor exped any Fenfions ? Bf 
Land and Sea Officers, who ought not to be. allowed ttt 
expe^ any Preferment oy his Favour, or RecommendatioQ i? 
By l4>yyers, who ought not to be allowed ti^jixp^ be- 
ing appointed jMdges by his Means » and fay:aiany «if tht 
F.^srend Bei^ch, ^d Niultitudce of otheirCifiigymen who, 
1}^^, fKf^jft Tr^nflatioQs or FreftnaentsJxQia their Piety 
and l^s^ms^ apd not by neg^^Ung thSirl^evotHUH and 
txiAiog. away^ ^cir ptecious^Time. in attending his Levees 7 
My jUords^ it is i)eedJQ& to deny or di^iife this Charge ; 
■ TJie.Q ffl d i d^tes foi: Prd*ecmeat have ia a)l Countries molb 
cxcell^Nofefi,: They wiU. fm«U p^.jthe proper Road tq 
Freff f|n(i$ i . and wh,en the World ftes Gandidatea of all 
%its in f«|g. Rttad, jhe, World will judge*, and moft rea^ 
iopal^y 4udge, that to be the fole jRoad to! Piefferment 
tipm Imfi^tiw.gt^ecal Siifpicion againft this Miniftcs has 
JWiiPPt. :.lf tjie^ Si&iciOD: \^ well griiaded^ he i^ in feme 
Degree guilty of High Treafou, by the kopun Xaws and 
Qp^uooa of this ^iffgdom, and ought jt^ he impeadied 
m well as semoved 1 but the Yery^Si^kion is. a mffieieat 
CtUi% for .addrelTiAg ^h'e Jf^iiig to temoHe him». becaufe the 
.V People 


UiwOpmicm, is«lV«utor mofA'^^lasfi^mii, i.J!^ 

ti^ of Ml Cottiti^ f &r a uaa w]iOiL«t ja Cttojg^ritf *iQi|^' ' 
iii^ ^ ah^ Law^ wSi ceminly «idcaitou^> to ^Bi M ti W a -^tte 
Iaw. TiM»efitf«^ 19 4^iipa^ tfaeFoqs and JoOoc^ci «r 
^ft Fepple, aodiaiDidEc th)e«i«d^ undar tte-QonfibiiMif 
cl'idicir SoreivigQ^ fiich a Minifter oih|^ to be fi^mavad | 
and after lv» is vemoVed^ dM Pwliattieat«My, wiAootiufr- 
tii^ the SUik of being dboi^t «oiiiqpt«4> acquk ktra, if 
opbna^Tdalkej^Pf^eartobeiimocoiitsaiid f^mfMmt- 
]ber aoay tkfsi,^ ndthout l^ar« give lus Vota^af^ikift Im^ if 
he ftottid af^iear ta lA gpiliy^ 

* T]i^ jQif xt general Safp^ion I look Notici of is, ^ 
having ^pdefvovrfd 4o dmo^ the ladepetidMicy of Fer^ 
Kameat and ^r^edqni of £ledioi»», bf di^i^i^ of the 
Famuirs of the Cfowa to fiich on^'aa vote in F^eUaawnl^ 
or at IjtpftiQeis^ acooiding %o Im Oire^ions and tunyng 
everj Man oet ^£ the Eoqploynent he bcMs at «he Pka^ 
(bie of the CrQwc, if in either Cafe he difob^^ lus O^ 
deis. J4y Losd^ the Maxkn which is the ctuef Comer 
Stone of oar hkppjr Cooftidotioa is, tha^ the ICkg has ao^ 
thing 4a do with a Maft^ Behavioor ia Parliaoicnt «f at; 
{leaions. . Kiof Wmnm was fo iei^Ue of diis, that 
when -his Mioi^rs advifed him to difiiii& ^an OfRoBr of the 
Anay^ iqr having voted upon fonne Occafion agaioft them 
in Parliament^ he smfwerra asoveiy joftKing oufi^t; and 
a& eveiy vt^ffi! 'Oi^ ^1» The GentkmaA has aw^ oefaaved 
well as an Officer of the Army, and Lhave Xiio&mg lodo 
wtidi his Beliaviottr aa aMnsiiber of ParUataeat. This^ my 
lords, 01^ to 'be the Maidm of evoiy King of thu 
Ceuatryi^^r if the ooneraiy Maxim ihoidd overptevaii^ 
J[f thoKiagihould h^yitdowii asaMaxini» nottobefto^lv 
^ Favon^ ufxm ^asffjf m^y or conttmie in CotomiffioB any 
Officeri JwtAch asvoHeac^Ofding totheOiridioDlof ha; 
HiiiiAer^^ the ']>i0)Oi&l of the Pofts and Offiqis^neceflajy 
lor the Siqjpoft of oar Govermiieati mi^ either be takeii 
#am the Ciomt^ or the Crown will. take from the Farliai* 
meot its Ind^xndenc^ aod omifqoc&tly from our Con^ 
ititotioii sts^HaHuaefs and Freedom; therefofe I mail be 
of QiinioiH ihat it is a hj^ Degree of Treafim in aajf 
Miailcar'0 adyilo^hie King to ky down (Uch si Maadm, Or 
tehaw any ftegsord to<a ManV\Y>^ng in Porlkmeitt, or at 
£]e&ionsy in the Diftriip^tion of tb^ Favo«]rs which thf 
£xowa i^A teheflow^ . ^ . . 

f That tiK MoU^ now ,prapoM to be itiaeyej it 
gailty of this CfiaKfy js net onfy genendly fal|ie£tedy bat 
«aifts I (hifi)C| mdtudb^ 4ai)«Mr t0 ^vm one who confi- 
rm 
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r4Ce0.It. icn ekher hs Fhidke, or hh Dcdantioiis. JJh VttCSoe 
^ ^ , is well known to every Man in the Natioo, and has been 
co nfirm ed hy manv flagrant laffamces in bodi Hbofes of 
PsrUament; and his ]>x]arations hare been ib extrava- 
gantly open, that he feemM to braTC the Conftitntion^ and 
defy the Laws of his Coontiy. No longer ago th»i laft 
Senion bat one, he declared openly, in the Ttiy Face of a 
Hoofe of P^lxunent, ' That he (hoold think him a ytrf 

* (xtifid Fellow of a Mhnfier, who did not torn any C)f> 

* iker oat of the Army, that endeavoured to make him ids 
' a Minifter, by oppofing his Me^ures in IVItament.* 
This, my Lords, was fo open a Deciaratiott of has crimf'< 
nal Intentions, fach an avowed Attack xrptm the very £f- 
fence of onr Conftitation, and delivered in fnch a Place, 
that I am forprised it -did not occafion an immediate Im- 
peachment. From a Man who was no Minifler, fach a 
I>edaration might be confidered only as a bare Opinion t 
bat from a Man who was well known to be a Minifter, 
tmd generally believed to be die Cole Minifter, it was a 
great deal more than an Opinion. My Lords, it was an oa- 
vert A€t^ a direct Attack npon oar Conftimtion, becaofe 
it was openly dire6ling the Officers of the Army how to 
behave at Eleftions, and in Parliament : It was threatning 
them, that if they did not iacrifice their Honour in Farlia- 
ment to his Favoar, tliey ftiould their Commiflions in 
the Army to his Refentment. 

' Thank God f I was not a Member of the Alfembly 
where thcfe Words were ipoken : I coald not have heard 
them with Patience : I can fcurceV repeat them .!»vidi 
Patience ; but I have, my Loidsi 1 believe eteiy one 
of your Lordfhips has as good 'Proof of fuch Words be- 
ing uttered, and of their being nttered by this Minifter 
too, as can be had of any fach Fad whatfoevcr ^ and if 
your Lordfliips believe this Faft, can you hefitate a Mo- 
ment abOQt addrefting his Majeity to -remove him from 
his Councils and Prefence for ever ? My Lords, this ve- 
ry Declaration, if there were nothing elfe, has made it 
^bfblutely incohfiftent with our Conftitation for his Ma- 
jfefty to keep him any longer in his Service; for while 
he continues to be a Minilter, no Man that has, or'ex- 
Ipedls any Poft or Office under the Crown, can vote with 
Freedom either at Eleftions or in Parliament. A Man 
may vote - according to his Confcience, > let the Confe- 
qiience be what it will^; but no Man can be (aid t6 
vote freely, "when he kno^s that his Subfiftcnce, or a 
i)rmcipal Part of his-Subfiftance, depends upon his vot- 
vik- ^g^»^ b^ Confcience ; jtheitefbtie it is evident, that 
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tke Exiflence of our ConJHtntion is by this Ded^tion Atuu h.Pbo ^ 
rendered incompatible with the Exiflence of tliis Man's ^74^ 
ttinifterial Power, and, I hope^ no Lord of this Houfe ^ 
win make ^e lead Doubt, which of thefe two ExiHences 
OQght to be put an End to. / . 

' Befere this Declaration was made, my Lords, I fuA 
peOed' that large Sams of the public Money had been 
applied^ by this Minifler, towards gaining an un^ue and 
oomipt Influends both in Parliament and at 'EledUona i 
aad, indeed,- every Man muil have the fame Sufpicion, 
who confi^ers what large Sums have been granted by 
Farliaane&t for Secrct-Service-Moncy , and yet what. a* 
ftonifhlng Ignorance our Minivers have upqn feveral Oc- 
cafions appeared to be in, vyixh regard to the Deiigiw 
of foreign States. The fame Suipicion muft likewiie be 
entertained by every Man who confiders what a vaft Ci- 
vil Lift Revenue hisprefent Majeily enjoys, and yet with 
what Pariimony it is applied to every luiown and everyf 
laudable Purpofe. But the. Miniiler's makiiigthis pe«» 
daration fo openly, and in fuch an Ailembly, has brpught 
my Suipicion m this refpedl almoft to a Certainty « : I can 
inake no Doubt, that a ?yliaiiier capable o£ making fuch 
a Dedsiration, is capable of applying the public. Money 
to fuch fecret and unlawful Purpoies ; and X am convince 
•cd, he would not have ventured to have made fuch a 
Declaration, if he had not been well acquainted with 
thcpoweiful EfFefbs of Corruption. 

* Now, my Lords, with regard to the Sufpicion of 
his having a Defign, by the Continuance and Increaii^ 
of ufelefs Offices, and the Multiplicity of Penal Laws, 
to- edabliih in the Crown, or rather the iVJiniflers of the 
QtfvMi, an ab(blute and uncontroulable Power, I think his 
Defign appears pretty plain from his oym Declaration ; 
for a MiniHer that declares, he will turn apy Officer out of 
the Army that (hall dare to vote againit his Meafur.s in 
Parliament, will not fcruple to turn any Civjl Oificer out 
of his Employment, or to execute rigorouily a Penal h&yf 
againft any Man that ihall vote either in Parliament^ 
or at the Elections, contrary to bis Orders ; and; when 
fodi a Minifler loads the Nation with. ufelefs^OfHoes^ 
or unncceiTary Penal Laws, we may eafily fee, tha|. 
his Defien is to render his Power uncontroulable, by ren- 
dering hlmfelf Mailer of a Majority of our E(e£uon» ; 
for though no Minlfler can, by any corrupt Mcai)$, fe- 
cure a Majority in this Moufe, while it confifls of fuch 
honoorable Members as it does at prefent, yet^f a Mi^i^ 
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ibM. T4Cco.0.1lepll««UI cult bt ftcuiQ of htnbA almy* « Mtljoiily , k 
ftko* At odwr Honfe, yMr LoidAipB ktior» thiv V ^ ^' 
^ creirliniimr, whkh it now beomie « F^ of on- Con- 
ihmliMi, ft Minter Aftt kas |pt the ible GpilflMp of 
Iw S iff tyciai , JDur fane ft» fimMf a Ma^riqr Iq ^is 
HuaSkf ftMtktMlM^ fbr tiic^Sdet<>fp«is<miQg,ti^1^g* 
ailf «ai the In^pcaikacf of dm Hoofei we ouii^ tsw 
Om «^ piftfciV^ the Dipi^ apri IndfjpcndeMy ol. die 

< Al Ibr dm Pofc tad OflRiss ill the aUblutt I>i^p(piU 
ttte OowiH aur preftni Mxmftov toy IxKrds, had ik> etal 
OcoMkMi i6 inemfe idie Nomber of Aem $ fi^* the Ijebia 
c oB ti » ae d ia die t^ hte heary Wan» and ^ Taxsei am- 
ftttdhr the fayineat of diofe JDebts^ with a littk stinifie* 
tiftl Art, bid cieated iiidi a Multitiiae of nor. Commit- 
men^ ObUsAorsy SnpcivifiMSy AcccRintattts, Coat^ptrootcs^ 
Exciftnea, CaAcMi^liMft Offioen, and the Ukc, that oar 

eiJMit MniMer had no Oocafion to iacreafe dvdr Nimit 
. He had fiodung to do but to turn tbum to Aat 
Uft fridch no fbmer Aifhxifbef dtuft vsfatmi» tQ* attempt^ t 
flNaa thai of kxfhiencing^ Ebfttoos ; and y%t, a jEptts^let 
ifwtober of Clerby and other inferior QiKcets, have hj^s 
idded> derine hk Admuufiration, to almoft evoy.B^ud 
in the Kingdettil and daring aldng, peaf^aUe A^sfi-^ 
ftiibation-, & has taken Care not to reduce or pay <)f 
an^ cettiideraMe Part of our DeMi i hecaitTe^if tha^^^ 
t>eett done^ ibme of our hteavy^ Ta}()es moft haVe beei\a(xi^. 
Iflhed) and this, of cOoiie, muft have beqi attend^ udtb 
the Dilbandaig thole Officers diat wcte en^lm^ ^^. 
C^Dttefiion and Management of them. Thii, X ^^ h^ 
eonvhiced^ has been one of hk chief Vkws d^toinrl^'i^ 
whole Cbttffe of his AdminifttatiDn ; and thi^ muS'.obw. 
afibid«iai^ of yo«r Lotdfhips good Reafon tD cpnci^nm 
feme of thole Meaforcs you were fbrmerlf indnced to 
apptoivei fcr no Man ou^t to diink it beneatit hk 
Dignity to dumge his OpmioB) eidiet about Mea bt 
Mmuks, when the COnfequences of the htter, qt the 
fiina^ Behaviour of die former, fimufh him with (iib> 
Ibntlal Rcafons fbr fech a Giange. 

* Then, my Lofds, as to the Penal Laws d^ have been 
mafled, befidesthofe that have been unfucceisfi^^. at- 
tempted, I bebeveno Minifier> antientor modem, can 
iifu our pident Minifler in this Pardcuhr. The &- 
dfe ' Lawi, whidi am the moft proper for en^xgmg the. 
Fowcr of a Minifbr, becaofe the Fenaldes may be oc- 
aAed) -iMMEfiad^ ot &rgiY€n> aCootding to his Pkatbr^ 
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and' if "thK \BMfe 1^#^/vw:id«^;fiietxwth Jb«oi«fs^4.<>vjtt '"^if^ . 

Viila^tf' in the Kingdoii^il^cmiddkacre damd «^ ,'^i«^hi9 \ ' 
Votfe' 4t aojr '£lie^on ooiktmjr to tbr<MMe» of £^.(^ 

To' |»etaid^ f hftt the C^mo«in'agaii)fiL:tbi^Sc4K9n^t\^r«;^ 
raiied by Smi^glers and clandefline Dealers, is fometkiog i 
vtry exerabrdlnaiy* Does am the ittible Buiie rfiAember^ 
tfifit ^etkidn& came ups^ainftit from all the. gr^;il/tnidii^ * 
Tow})^ ill tke Kingdoin ; and . dial thefe; Petidons wer^ v 
iigiled by the moft eminent Meichaaits^ ir all Sorts of Bu^^ 
£ne& t Doe^ his Grace think^- that Acre is not a fair T^a^ . 
der lit llhe' Kingdom, jcxr that it is not the Inte^ of^he 
fair Tnukr to prevent^ SmaggHi^ ^ . My Lojr^, if th^ ^ 
StSsteme had been dotittived &r nothing- bat to pneven^ 
SnM||^Iing» and had been thooght ^e&aalf ibr that Eind^ , 
the- vdr^ Petfons wh^* petitioned againft it, would- have ^ 
petiotied in its Fkv&» : Inllead of lighting up Bonfites 9^ " 
its being rejeded', t^ey would have been lighted up appn . 
its being pafTed iiito a Laiw^ and inilead of Mim&efs. aod 
Members bfPailiaitient, weihooid have had Thieves aiidi: 
Snmgglenr bamt in £ifigy w all Parts .of: the King-- 

dOHl. 

* fiat, my Loids, the trading Part of the Nati^a 
were not fo blind, as to aMow themlelves to be ia^pofyji 
on by fuch a thin Cobweb, They perceived the read 
Deilgn of thst Scheme, which was not to pteventSn^ug^ 
glmg, but to pot it in the Power of the.Minifter,tQ.i|[^^ 
a Smuggler of tlie moft innocent Man iit-the Kingdom,- if 
he dared to drfobey his Orders in Parliament or atJilect-. 
-tions ; and whether this would liot hzre :^fli^e4 ooiLjr 
befties, I fiiall leave to your Lordihips tejai^ JStt|.^{ ' 
xnuH obferve, that one of the Confeqaeocea of tiiat Sthnoei 
afforded us a moft convincing Pro(», how ?ridicalouf*it k; 
to attack the Condu^ of a ' Manifler, .or pttv* the iGosxH- 
dud of his Tools, wl»lil he himfelf remau^.ia i^e j64tt.i 
PoiTefllon of his Powen The Frequeni^ of Sm^gUng^u 
the fraudulent Pradtices of Smugglers, and theODeMU in 
the Laws aeainll; Smuggling, was tike ' chief 'MgU9llb9ikf^ 
made ufe of by the Pati*on of that Scheme and his htigfidii^f 
for inducing Gentlemen to agree to it. Oa ther '^tjb^^ 
hand, the Merchants and their Friends aEedged,. skAi tkHj 
Frequency <^ Smuggling was npt owing to any D^e^Jiio^H 
the Laws« or in the pie&nt Methods of MBifa^g^^^ 
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Aim. u Peo*Tt. ^tJGc 'ReVemies; 6tit to the Ftaods and lNf^1e6b of ilhe 
'^y- . Uiftom-boafc Officers, and the litdc Cace ^keh b^ ttipfe 
' that tad ^e Appointtnent and Superintendenc]^ or Acnd. • 
TMb the Merchants infilled on, and faid they codld'j^rov^ 
{>efbre a £iir and impartial Tribunal. This brougiit on a, 
Motion in the other lioufe, for appointing a fecret and fe— 
]eCl Cbmmittee, to be chofen by Ballot, foi' enquiring' int<> 
the Abufes and Frauds of the Cufloms. As our Minifter^ 
in his proper Department, has the chief Superintendency 
of the Tteafury, and confequently of the Cuftotn^, he 
icottld not well oppofe this Motion ; but he' had filch an 
Amazing Influence over that HooTt of Commons^ that, 
notwithfhmding the Ballot, he got them to chofe a Ooxn- 
mittee confining, I (hall not fay of the Minifler^s moft 
ot^uious Slaves, but I may lay of his fureft Friends : 
Nay, the very Commiffioners of the Treafuiy thcmfelvcs, 
9II, I believe, but the MiniHer, were cliofcn of that Com- 
mittee. That b to fay, the Commiflioners of the 'Vrea- 
fory, and a few of their moft intimate Friend% Avere 
chofen by a Houfe of Commons, to enquire into the 
Cbndu6l of the Commiffioners of the Treaniry, with re- 
gard to the Abufes and Frauds of the Cuiloms. Was not 
this, my Lords, a moft glaring Inftance of the Depeniifency 
of a Houfe of Conmions upon a Minifter? Could the 
Merchants expert an impartial Hearing from fuch a Com- 
mittee ? They never gave themfelvcs ontc the Ti'ou- 
bie of attending ; and according to Expe&tion, the Bn- 
eniry ended in a Juftification of the Commiflioneis of the 
Tkvafuiy, and of their Deputies the Commi^iOners of the 
Cuftoms ; but to the World could this be a Juftiiic^.tioti 
or a Vindication of the Characters either of the Prihci- 
pals or Deputies ? On the contrary, it confirmed the Stif- 
picion of the Minifter^s having an undue Iisfluence; over 
that Houfe of Commons, and -with me is a moi^ un- 
finfwerable Argument for agreeing to this Addreis. 
1 • My Lords, if uponfiich a well-founded Sufpiciibfn of 
a Minifter*s having acquired to himfelf an undue Influ- 
ence in, Parliament,, and his declaring openly and exprefs- 
ly that he would make ufe of fuch an InRuence, a Par- 
fiament fhoald refufe addreftbig the King to remove hirn, 
what would the People fav of fuch a kefufal ? V/hat 
could they expeft from fuoi a Parliament? Would; anjr 
Man be fo mad as to bring a dired Accufation againjl 
fuch a Minifter befote fu6h a Parliament ? Could any Man 
there exped to convift fuch a Minifter upon the moft 
particular and the deardl Prooft' that were ever laid b^ 

fore 
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fore ,apY Tribunal ? The cfrta^Q CpnfcqueiMji^ Vffivid \fCf ^ Aimj* f^JSeo. fU 

judicial and formal Acquittal- of the R^miller, let his '74o« 

CVimes be never Ho heinotis and m^fefl^ aqd ^a'ieyere 

Farliamcntary Sentence againft the Accufer, let bjs Prgofi 

be never fo dear and cqnncftgd. This will of courfo 

embolden not only our prefent Minifler but all future 

Miniflers : The Sufoicions of the People will daily in* 

creafe : Their Difcontents may turn to Difaffe&OQ: 

Their Veipair of obtaining Redrcfs may drive them 

to feek for it by violent Means ; and the Confequence 

of this God alone can tclL "Whereas your aj^eeiiig 

to this Addreis can be attended with no bad Confe-< 

quence, either to the Kingdom, or to the Miniite.r if ho 

be innocent; and if he be guilty, furely no one of your 

Lordfhips would defire to have him continued in Power. 

' The Arguments I have hitherto made ufe o!f, ari? all 
drawn from the Sufpicions that lie a^inft our prefent Mi-* 
nifter, with regard to domeftic Afeirs ; but, my Lords, 
with regard to foreign Affairs^ the Sufpicions asamft him 
are o( a more heinous Nature, and, if poffible, they 
now feem to be better founded than the other. 
Our Minifter by his Conduft in domeftic Affairs, has 
rendered himfeli fulpefted, and I think I have Ihewn 
juftly fufpcded, of facrificing the Liberties and.Confti- 
tutioh of his Country to his own Power aud Grandeur, 
perhaps to his own Safety ; but by his Condu6l in fo- 
reign Affairs, he has rendered himfelf fufpedted of fa- 
orinqihg the Honour, the Trade, the Navigation, nay, 
the very Being of his native Country, to the Interefts 
and Views ot its moft antient, its mod conftant, its 
moft dangerous Enemy. This, my Lords, was fo fully 
expliained ly the nobe Lord who introduced this De- 
bate, that I fhall only touch upon feme particular Cir- 
fcumftaiices by Way of Anfwer to what W b«cn fa^ji 
by the noble Duke. It is long, it is many Years fmcc 
{ome amongft us fufpedted, that our Councils were too 
much under the Influence «f France, Thefe Sufpicions 
have ev^ry Day ©ithercd Strength and grown more and 
more general, \ill now at laft they are, by the Con- 
fcqucnces of bur Conduft, I think, abfolutely confirmed. 
Will any one (ay^ that the Affairs of Eunpe are liow in 
a happy Situation ? Will any one fay, that the Balance 
of Power in 'Europe is at prefent in no i)anger ; or that 
ihe Danger it is 5n can be cafily removed ? Will any one 
fay, that this Nation is in a happy State, when we. are 
in imminent Danger of being obliged to facnfice our 
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Asm. i^Ce^.H* jydfic^ Tfadc to the wild Pretenfions i^PSfatM, oi, 
•^ ^ , wiribottt one Ally, to fopport a War againft tJie tutted 
Power of France and Spai/r f This is tlie preibnt Si- 
tuation of Europe: This is the prcfent Sitoation of tlin 
Nation ; and tke noble Lord has fhewn, that both att 

chiefly owing to oar having kept up a Fviendih^ inS 
Cocrefpondence with Trance^ at the Expence of oar HoMNV, 
at the Ejqpence of our Trade, and at th^ Expence of 
our mod natural Ally. 

' The noble Duke was pleafed to tell Uf, the Mi- 
njller had no Share in the Council that advifed the 
Treaty of Hanover. If this be true, and I am con- 
vinced the noble Duke thinks fo, it is one of the fi»togtft 
Arguments for agreeing to this Motion. That Minilter 
is now loaded with the whde Blame of that Treaty » and 
of all the fatal Confequences that enfued : He can no 
Way remove this Load, but by laying hinkfelf Q|)ea to 
a, lair and impartial Inquiry into his Condiidt, which 
never can be carried on, at leail the Nation wiU not 
believe it can be carried on, as long as he has the Difiri- 
bution of all the Favours and Rewaids the Oro#a can 
bedow, and of all the Penalties and Punifhments the 
Crown can inflidl ; therefore, if he had any tnie Regaid 
^r his Chamber, he would voluntarify lay himfdf ^open 
to fuch an Enquiry ; if his Friends have a fincere Re^nd 
for him, they will take the moil gentle Medidd ftr 
compelling him to do fo, which is oy a^eetn^ to4he 
AdcUe(s propofed. If they refufe to do fo, their 'efiirm- 
ing, that their Friend had no Share in advifihg^'that 
Treaty, or any other fatal Meafure, will iignify iwmii^ ; 
for whatever your Lordfhips may do, I tfm fm 1^^ l^4i- 
tion will not believe them. •';* '^^ •" 

* But, my Lords, with regard to this Treaty^ «f lift*- 
it^ver^ the Minifler and his Friends have, - it feems^ two 
Strings to their Bow: They firH deny he had any Hand 
n it } and next, they endeavour to j«^Hfy diett 'Hva^, 
and all the Mestfures that were takeil in Ptttfuance; dflt. 
The Account we had of a private Tivaty UStWc^n the 
Emperor rndSpasti was certainly true : By that Tducy 
the Emperor put a high Afiront upon dii» Nation, alid 
Spam was to hriog the Pretender upoft us, to ddlit)y 

' 6ur Trade, and to take Gibraltar and Pprt-MM^ fiom 
us: If we offered lo rdlent this Affiront Mttmft die 
Frnperof , or to prote6: our Trade ukI DonsiBions 
U^ud Spafn^ the Emteror was to sttatk Hiomver* In 

^l£s situation we could hare no Rednufe^ no Rdi«, 

t £at 


Ihii ia an Alliance wltkiVirxr#^. T^^^* ^.^^'^r ^ A^ 
Argfiaimts made uie of for juftifying the Tre^ty^ of 
J^wver: But can B/ay Man be. ierious that now oijikes 
vfe f>f fttch Argun^ents ? Without derogating in the leaft 
frem the Reijpe^ due to his late Majefty, for whofe 
Mtmorx I have th^e greateft.Re^d, I will ventqre to 
«finn» there was no fuch private Treaty between the 
£jtnperor and Sfah. His late* MajeHy was impofed on 
by his Miniilers, and they were impofed on, to fay no 
wiHfe^.by the MiniHers of France. This mig^ be the 
dafe» and by this his late Maieily was induced to men- 
tion ibis Treaty in his Speech to his Parliament : Bat 
the.EiPperor could not be unpofed on : If he had iig^ed' 
fijch a T/eaty, he mu(l have known it; and neither 
cpuld nor would have denied it fo exprefsly ^nd folemnly 
ai b^ did. This FaS therefore being &lfe, idL the 
Reafotting folded upon it muft fall to die Ground* 
But, my Lords, fiippofe it were true : The Affront was 
a^ned for* by the Emperor^s denying that Treaty ia the 
fbleiiui Manner he did ; and we migKt have guarded againft 
thefiaoger without any Alliance with France. Neither 
Ac Trade nor the iJpminions of Great-Britain could 
be in tb^ leaft I>anger from any Attack Spain and the 
E^pqror could make upon them ; and the Emperor 
co^ notja^ttadc Hano'ver without breaking through tfie 
liuidMpeyital Cooftitutions of the Emjpire, which wodd^ 
iMive brought all the Princes of the Germanic Body 
- tPr.Qur Ai^ii^ei .^d fuch a Confederacy would have 
jb^n fiiSfiient.f^ prote£Ung Hano'ver without the Help 
<lf lr«irr< J whichy inflead of courting, we ought to 
blre.jeft^edy becaufe. their intermeddling in the Afiairs 
of Gtrmmnyy will always be of dangerous Confequence to 
^ Balanc;^ ci fowejr. in Europe. 

- :]* liim jfujrprisBed* my Lords, to hear it ;iow pretended', 

-lhfttitl|e:A&itrof ^r». had die iealj; Share in <^rawing 

mmP ^ vT^BWy of HaH9%f(r., . That.cruel Affair was, 

iaiikci^ on^r ufe of t^pth, by France-MA ^ ^Pr drawing 

AcbKingjo^; ftiijfffi into tie Ajlia^cei and accord- 

i«tly there w^ a feperate' Article for gb|;5|ining ReparadoQ 

:|Qr,iwfea^1 k?A be^ done? ^ Tlfcir^^ contraiy to, tfee 

. Siwly. ofp/i'ii^ibnt the Kifig^oi PrtiJ/f/i fooA "perceived, 

.-«riiu»?^gi?«?d ii^ p^fpeived^ that jR<?ither. iV-^<;^ nor we 

*«Her^.fin|}^rer:iQ that Article, therefore- he deferted the 

f Ailiaace,^ an4 /it j^ certain, that nothing was ever done 

in purfiia^ise :0f that, Article^ becaufe the Intcreil of 

,Ji^Mnci was n^ Way con^cert^ in performing it. But 

where 
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iU» 14 Cto.II. where the Intereft of Frmnce was concerned, we <)id a 
>74g* ^ great deal mote ' thin we were oUiged to db by that 
* Tieaty; and when Spmn declared War ags^nfl us on 
that Accomity we did not do h moch as we ought' io 
have done, becaufe it was not the Intereft of Frttnce we 
ibould. 

* My Lords, it ie fo eWdent, that our Minifler lias 
&crificed the Safety of Europe^ and the Credit of his native 
Country with eveiy one of its antient Allies, to the 
Fnenddiipof Froirr/, that I fhonld be aihamed to take 
up your Time with anfwering or eicpoiing the poor Excufes 
that are made for his Condu^. If by that Means he 
had pceferved the Tranquillity of his Country uninter- 
rupted, and made the proper Ufe of that uninterrupted 
Tranquillity: Or if he had obtained from France a 
Settlement of the Difputes Hill fubiifting between the 
two Nations, or any Advantages for our Trade in that 
Einedom, it would have been fome fort of real Excufe 
tffr his Condu6l. But he has, at' the Deflre of France, 
involved his Country in continual Broils either with Spain 
or the Emperor, and and from thence has taken Oc- 
qaHon to load it with fuch an extraordlnaiy Expeiice, 
either for giving Weight to his fruidefs Negotiations, 
or enforcing the Obfervance of his nfelefi Treaties, that 
we are now as much, if not more, involved thaii we 
were at the End of the lafl heavy War ; and during 
tjiis whole Time, what has been the Behaviour of Fr^a^ii?^ 
towards us. They have been not only cramping our 
Trade in their own Dominions, but encroaching upon 
^t in every other Part of the World. This is not all" 
my Lords : It is highly probable, that they hare been 
imderhand encouraging Spain to interrupt our Trade and 
Navigation in the American Seas, and at die &mb 
Time threatening us, that if we attempted to do our- 
felves Juilice, they wouH join with* Spain agaanll ns. 
When we reflcft upon this, my Lords, it is not pof- 
(ibie to account for the Condua' of our Miriider, from 
toy Motives founded upon the Intereft or FVoQjerit^ of 
ilm Kingiom. From hence has arifen a ^nera! 8u^- 
cion^ that from fome private Motives of ' his own 
he has facrificed the interefis of his Codnfry, and the 
laterefts of Europe, to the cultivating' of a dangerous 
Fliendihip and CorrefpondenCe with France ; -and tlhi Suf- 
pjicion has greatiy increafed iince the jComtntntement 
4)f the War with Spain, 
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^If ^e co&Sder the hktueSk of Fhmee, and^theln- Aiia.i4<5e<».nL 
tcreft of Britaim, with reg^ to the IHTpatas boowten ^ ^^ 
Spai^ and us, we flmll find' then dire6Uy uppofite lo ' 
«»ch otker; and if we examine ' the- Condiik of our 
Minifter, either in his Negotiations for Peace, or hift 
'Profecadon of the War, we ihall find that he has, 
.without Variation, porfiied the Intereft of France, i« 
Oppofition to that of Great Britain. Wiien ' ifain 
fim fet up the Precenoe of fearching oor Ships in the 
Seas of America, and confifcating them, if they found 
-any of thofe Goods on board, which diey were pleafed 
to call contraband*' it was eafy to fee, diat till this Pre- 
tence was exprefsly given up, we could enjoy no fiee 
Trade or Navigatimi in that Part of the World, not 
could there be any cordial Friendfliip between Sfain and 
us, which of courfe would be a great Detriment* to our 
Trade, and codequendy a great Advantage to the Tradfe 
of France, It was, therefore, the Interelt of Fr««rr^ to 
have this Difpute remain unadjufied as long as pofflUc^ 
it was the Intereft of Britain to have it aqufled, either 
by &ir or foul Means, with the utmoft Difpatch : Conr 
lequeptiy it was the Intereft of France to have tho 
Negotiations between Spain and us, about this Poinl^ 
protraded as long as poffible ; and it was our Xatereft to 
flate plainly and clearly the Point in (>ieftion, and to infift 
Upon >a. peremptory and fpeedy Aim^er. According to 
thjs State of the Caie, I fhali leave your Lordfliips to 
judge, whether our MiniAer, in his Negotiations for 
Beate, purfued the Intereft ali France; ortmit of Greats 
Britain^ But I muft obferve* that upon this Queftiott 
the Nation, the World, has alreadv pa!ft Judgment ; and 
if your Lordfhips Judgment ihould be difierent, i mi^ 
beg of you to coniider, what the Confequence may be 
with re^ucd to the Chaiader of this Houfe. 

' It is welt known, my Lords, that it was not oiir 
Minifler that* put an End to our Negotiations: It iii 
well knowD^ that he was forced into the War. The 
Spirit of the Nation made it abfoltnely inconfiftent wkh 
bis perTonal Safety to treat any longer; and his Ma«^ 
jedy^fi natural Genius conculrrhig^with the. Spirit of the 
Nation, the Manifter was ^obl^ed to give /Way to the 
Torrent,, and to Teem at leail paffive, by whidi Meant 
a War wa& at lail reiblved on. Let us now fee, what 
was die Intereft of France, and what was the 'Intereft 
of Britain^ with regard to the Profecution of the War. 
It wu the Intereft of France, to have us profecute the 

War 
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<^a«^&War In dat Miimer wbick wooM nike it moft-te- 
^74«* ^ dio«8» letft luivMitaceott to this Nadoo^ and moft Ihm> 
" denTome «nd defiruaive to o«r Tndo toA Navigatioii : 
It WIS the Intereft of Mrkmn-to fnAcnte k in that 
Atfanner wliich lioiild bring it |o JShe fpwdieft Qdq- 
dofioa, wliich might bring the grotteft Advantage to 
this Country, and * which .might be the kail bonfan^ 
ibme or deftniAive to our Trade. To biing the War 
io a fpeedy Conckifion, and to reap foaoe lading Ad- 
vantage from it for the Nation, it was incombem upon 
MS to prepare, » ibon as it was refolded on, for wad- 
ing a poweifiJ Fleet, with a fofficient Number of Land- 
Forces on board, to America^ in order to make as many 
Conquefts there as poffible ; and to haire fent another 
Fleet to the Mtditfrraittan and Coafts of Sfain^ with 
m Namber of Land-Forces on board ; not to make 
Conquefts, bat to make Incurfions, in order cp have 
laspt them in continual Alarms, and to prevent their 
Jbemg ahk to fend any Reinforcements to their Settle- 
nentB in Jmtrica: And to make the War as little 
burdeofome or deftm^iive to our Trade as poffib!e» we 
tmht to have £tted out no more large. Ships than we 
\baid abfelmcly occafion for » but as many fmall Ships 
and Sloops of War as poffible, for prote£Ung our Trad^ 
by intercepting and defiroying the Enemy^s Privateers i 
and in order to draw away as few Seamen as poffible 
^m the Merchant Service, we . ought to have begun 
with giving great Encouragement for able-bodied .Land- 
men to enter into his MajeSy^s Sea Service, and to have 
accepted of all fuch as oi&red to enter. 

' Thele^ my Lords were the Methods by which we 
ought to have begun and profecuted the War, if the 
latereft of Great Britain had been coniidered or pur- 
foed I and if thefe Methods had been taken, the War 
might have been over before this Time ; for Spain would 
have foimd itfelf under a Neceffity of fubmicting to our 
Terms. I need not explain to your Lordfliips what 
we have done, or have not done ; for every Man in Bri- 
tain knows^ that we began and profecuted the War by 
Methods diredly contrary to thefe. Every one knows 
that we have hitherto profecated the War in that Manner 
«rhich muft make it tedious, in that Manner which 
can bring no Advantage to this Nation, and in that 
Ibianner which has htca vaftly bnrdeafome and de- 
ftmftive both to oar Trade and Navigation ; and there* 
^Bie, every one muft condodc that oar Miniiicr. has, in 

the 
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tht-PiHiflcution: td'itht War, t^ well u ia/ the N(i;|;otia* Am. 14 Ceo. If, 
tkM»^(»r Fb&OBy had a Ykw to the Intcsrfil of Fravce, m, 1740. 
0{^ofidipa. t6 that of -his native C9tti>try^ Wdbj^n thi9 u 
tiM'i^BcIufion siade by mod. Men ixi thfi K^ngdom^ can 
wcr^^poie» . that oor People will i>Ay. their I'axes with 
Pkafoi^.arthat the War can redound to the fJonour or 
Adt a m i gejcif thi& Kipgdom, whilft this Minifler has th<r 
DufiiRiaB ofyavrAffiirs ? When, the Afiairs of Europe are 
atfichsOafisj< when the Affairs of this Nation are ia 
fixbia ticldi& Situation, can any Lord in this Houfe 
fcmfiie ^add^rciing his MajeHy to remove a MiniHer who 
haa .fhdivti' by )m Condnd, both in Peace and War, thac 
he B^^arda nothing but the Interell apd Friendihip of our 
grettdi, Rival aiid moil inveterate Enemy ? What may- 
have .been his Motives for holding {iich a Conduct, I fhall 
2uxt4>zetei)d to determine s but if they proceed from nothing 
but Weaknei^9 it muil be a Weaknefs of a moft extraor- 
diiKuy Nature: Of fuch a feature as muft render him 
very aafitfor having the chief Direction of the Af&irs of 
fuch a pofwerliil Nation at. fuch a critical Conjundlure* 
and.'therefofv, even fuppoie his whole Mifcondud to 
piDcced £Dom Weaknefe alone, it is a fufficient Reafon for 
ooraildreifing his M«jeily to remove him. 

.^IfillC Tm. afraid, my Lords, his MifconduQ does not 
aIto]gBtb»|ripceed from Weaknefs. He knows he is ge- . 
ncsa^iia^ by ,the People of his own Country : Re 
ki]oyga.iio. ,has been long hated by, them: He knows, 
thatnodthiftg.but the Favour of the Crown protedb him , 
agaiojft their . Refentment ; and^s that may fail him, or . 
nay be withdrawn, he is, perhaps, courting an Afylum 
aniflBgft., th)9 Enemies of his Country. If this be the 
Caefey* hp<v iitthappy will this Nation be, in cafe your 
LordAipsihould refufe agreeing to the Addrefs propofed f 
The^% 'pie .will not think your Refufal proceeds from his 
Inatdceacf^ or- your Approbation of his Conduct. How- 
tvec;;gn>u9dle&ly, they will think your Refufal proceeds 
from^^Jiat very Crime of which he is lo generally fufpedled; 
and;ihi3t.will increafe their Hatred towards him, which 
muft.neeeffariJy increafe his Attachment to the Views, and . 
his QMieoe9 to the Orders of thofe from whom he ex- 
pe&.JProip£tion in Cafe of Dlftrefs. How fatal may the 
CoilfeqQ^n€«.of this be to Europe 9X this critical Conjunc- , 
mre }* . Wh^ an , irrecoverable Ruin may, ic bring upon 
diis .NatioA \ . I ihall add bo more* but beg, ihaf, upon 
this mpoitapt Opcafion,, your Lordfhips would have a du^ 
Re^rd to tbeliUerell of Europe in. general, to tKc Interel^ ^ 
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AM.HOcD.n.of yoar native Covntry in particular, to the Safety of tU 
1740- King, the Satisfadioo of the People, and to the HoBOur 
^-^■nr-*^ and Dignity of tUia ai^uil Aiiembly. 

Tlie Lord Chancellor. 

The liQfiCto- ' My {^ords, in all Contefbof a political Nature, we 

cellpr, ought to diftingitiih between thofe that proceed merely 

from a Di^erence in Opinion with regatq to the public 

Good, and ttiofe which proceer^. ^rom private Views and 

rirfonal Animofities. In every Country where Men have 
eaye to expreis their Sentiments freely 1, there will be 
^ ConteAs about every public Meafure that can be propofed 

or purfued, bf caufe when there is no JDemorftration, nei« 
fher of one Sideiaor the other^, which is the Cafe in all po^ 
licical bifpqtes, there will he a Difference of Opinion. 
Even in the moH arbitrary Countries there m aft be a 
Difference of Opinion ; but that Difference: cannot appear^ 
or occafion. any Contefl, becauii: thofe who happen to dif- 
approve of the public Meafures, dare not exprefs, much 
jefs publilh the Reafons for their Diiappobation.. There- 
fore in every Country whpre a free Government is efta^ 
bllfhed, every Tims muil be a Time of political Alterca^ 
lion; but thofe Times only are to bs called trouUefome 
and fa6iiou?9 when the political ConteHs proceed from pri- 
vate Views and perfonal Animofities ; and if by this Rule 
we examine the Times when fuch AddreiTes as this now 
under our Confideration t^e been agreed to by either 
Houfe of Parliament, I bdkvewe fhall find Caufe to con- 
clude, that molt of them were troublefome and fiAious 
Times, and that thofe Troubles and FadUons did not fo 
often arife fiom the extraordinary Weaknefs or Wickedncfs 
of the MiniHerf, as from the private Views and perfonal 
Animofities of thofe that oppofed. them. 
. * Miniilers, my Lords, are not infallible, no uiare than 
other Men; and they are -liable to the fame Paffions and 
• Affeftions with the refl of their Species. As every Man in 
the World would, I believe,- defire to have the Afiedion and 
Efleem of his Countrymen, rather than their Hatred ami Con- 
tempt, therefore, both in Charity, and from the Namre of 
Mapkind, w^ ought to fuppofe, that Miniilers do the befl 
they c^n jbr the public Good ; but as they are human, they 
fUUll be guilty or Overfights, Miljakes, and Failings, which 
^ill be overlook'd by every good Subjefl ; and when not 
v^ry extraordinary, will be forgiven by every Man that is 
RP( (]>eir |>erivpa| Cne^nv, nor polfefled with an immode- 
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hiie Ambitibh of filCCSfeeding them in tJifcir ttacJii* fOf this Atdi. 14 e«, 16 

ReaTon, no Mart ought ever to think^ and much lefs ou^ht '74o» 

feithcr Houfe of Pamanient> to think of coming to fuch an ' — '-^ 

Extremity, as to addrefs the King to remove any one of 

lus Miniiters, anlefs it appears, not only that he has a pre* 

vafling Ir^fluence in his Majefty's Comicils, but alfo, thath& 

has been guilty of fome enohnous Crime, or of fach a Se-. 

nes of Mifttondaft, ^ evidently fhews him to ht a very 

weak Man. This, I fay, ought be our Rule, with regard 

to addreiHng our Sovereign to difmifs any of his Minifters 1 

and in this we fhall be conjlrmed, if we confider the many 

Difficulties that Minifbrs have to encounter, and the many 

perfonal Enmities they muA neccflarily incur. 

* In this, as welj as in all other Gountriesj my Lords, 
the People expeft to be ptdte^ed in their legal Rights^ 
and the free Enjoyment of their Properties : They expert 
to have Juilice diligently^ feithfulty, aild impartially admi* 
nifbred at home, and to be preferved fiom Jnvaiions, In* 
toads^ and Piracies from abroad. This they expert from- 
tlieir Miniflers and Governors, but they have very ill 
Will to cohtnhate either the Trouble^ or the ExpHnce, 
that is neceilary for procuring them this ProtefHon i and^ 
for diis Reafon, they are, in all Countries^ extremely apt 
to find £ifilt with, and clamour againil the Condufl of theit 
Governors, which makes it but too cafy to raifc a general 
Complaint againit the Conduft of the beft fort of Gover- 
nors J and no Governor, or Minifter, can ever want per- 
ibnal Enemies, who wiil be ready, upOn all Occafions^ to 
criticife his Condad, to magnify and fet in the mofl glaring 
Light the little Failings he may be guilty of, and to propa-^ 
gate Mumrarings and Difcontents among tht People. ¥ot 
this Parpofe, w6 muft allow» 1 fay, that no Minifler can evei^ 
want perfonal Enemies,* c/pccially if we confider the fcve- 
ral felfifh Motives Men may have for becoming the prO'' 
feifed or the fecret Enemies of a Minifter. All Men in fu<^ 
perior Stations^ are, we know, expofed to the Envy of thofe 
below them r and every Man that is governed by this male->' 
volent Paffion, muft, of courfe^ become the profeficd, oft 
the fecret Enemy of a Minifter. Others^ again, are entirely 
governed by xhtir Ambition^ and are ytty apt to becom^ 
Enemies to a Minifter, becaufe they fuppofe him to have: 
been the Caufe of their not meedng with Succefs infomtf 
unreafonable Suit they madet to then: Sovereign. But of all 
the Sources of Dtfcontent and perfonal Enmity againft a Mi« 
nifter, the greateft is that which^ in this Debate, has been 
fuppofed to be his chief Support ; I mean^ my Lords, thtf 
Diipdal of Pofb and Offices in oar Government ; for-ther« 
I740, 4 3i^ * **< 
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Aiui.i^Ca>. U. are always Five or Six, fometimes a Dozen of Caiididates, 
'74^ ^ for almoft every Poft or Place any Minifter can have in hi* 
I^poial : Of thefe, but one can have it ; and if the dif- 
appointed Candidates are not Men of great Moderation, 
they, of coorfe, become perfonal Enemies to the Minifler, 
and are diligent in propagating every popular Cry againft 
him. 

* Thus, your Lordfhips may iee, that«no Minifter can ever 
be without a Multitude of perfonal Enemies, who, upon all 
Occafions, will be ready to prop^te what the People are 
too apt to believe. That their Bdineis has been til conduc- 
ed, or that they have been put to a much greater Rxpencc 
than was necei&iy ; for, in this Cafe, Minifiers or Magi- 
ftrates may be very properly compared to Attorneys or Sol- 
lidtors in Law A^airs. Whilft the Law-Suit goes on, and 
the Attorney brings in no Bill of Fees and Diiburfements, 
the Client is perfedtly iatisfied with his Conduct ; but if 
the Caufe meets with any unexpcded Delay, or bad- Sue- 
ceis/ tho* it be entirely owing to the Nature of the Cafe, 
the Client then begins to exclaim againfk'the Condud of his 
Attorney ; and even when the Caufe meets with die beft 
Succeis, and is brought to a happy liTue, yet the Client ge-* 
nerally finds fault with his Attorney's Bill, and fddom pays 
it without murmuring. The Cafe is, in this Country,- the 
lame between the People and the King's Miniften. If any 
National Affair mifeives, or meets with any crofs Acddenc, 
it is always, tho* cmen without Reafon, imputed to the ill 
Condu€l of the Adminiflration ; and when the Sums necef- 
&ry for the public Service come to be providedfor,and paid, 
the People are always apt to complain. Thefe Complaints 
MInifters have at all Times been expofed to ; and our pre- 
fent Miniflers are more expofed to fuch Complaints, than 
any of their PredecefTors ; becaufe die Pe<^e of this Na- 
tion are now burdened with many Taxes, for the Payment 
of Debts our prefent Minifiers never incurred, which, of 
oourfe, makes the People the more unwilling to comply 
with thofe Payments that are abfolutely neccffiuyfor tibe cur- 
sent Service. 

^ My Lords, it is eafy to fay, diat a great P^ut of our 
Debts might have been paid off, butxl defy any 1^^ to 
Ihew me how any greater Part <^ them might hk^K been 
|>aid off, than has adually been, witfaoot laying new or 
heavier Taxes upon the People ; becade the free Revenue, 
or that Part of the public Revenuewhich is not mortgaged 
to the Civil-Lift, or, for the Payment of old Debts, h not 
fufiicient for anfwering the annual Expenoe { afid tberefore 
it has been necfiiai7» almofl eveiy Year^ to apply -ibme 
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Part, oif the Whole of the Sinking Fund, for die current Ann. 14 Geo, it. 
Service ; which the Parliament had a Right to do, and which , "MQ- 
the Parliament has always, when necefTary, thought more 
proper to be done, than to load the People with any new 
Or additional Tax ; and no public Expence has been incur- 
led, but what was at the time thought neceilary for th« 
public Safety. If Armies have been kept up, or augment- 
ed : If Squadrons have been £tted out, or Foreign Troops 
taken, or kept in Pay ; it was, in my Opinion, neceflaxy^ 
according to the Circamflances the Nation was then in, and 
I have always had the good Luck to fee my Opinion con- 
firmed by the Majority of both Houfes of Parliament. If 
oar Armies had not been |(:ept up and augmented, or if Squa- 
drons had not been fitted out, as often as Occafion required^ 
I am convinced we (bould have been invaded, or fome of 
our Allies fwallowed up, and the Balance of Power quite 
overturned, long before this Time ; but all fuch Attempts 
have been prevented by the Expence we have occafionall/ 
put ourfelves to ; and the good ESe&, of that Expence is 
Aow, by a vtry prepofterous Way of arguing, made a Pre- 
tence for faying th^s Expence was unneceiTary, becaufe we 
were in no D^ger ; tho* the Danger was fully made ap- 
pear to Parliament at the Time the Expence was incurred^ 
and will dill appear to every Man who confiders the Cir- 
csmilances of the AfFairs of Europe at the re^iedive Times 
we put ourfelves to any extraordinary Charge. 

' As the Danger this Nation was in of an immediate At- 
tack,, in Purfuance of the Treaty of Vienna between the 
Emferor and Sfmny has been fully fpoke to by other Lords, 
in this> Debate, and, I think, made evident, if any. Re- 
liance is to be had upon what his late Majefty fo folemnly 
dedared to bis Parliament, I ihall wave givfiig your Lord* 
ihifM any lart^r Trouble upon that Head. But will any 
Loidfay, die. Do/r/^ were in no Danger? Will any Lord 
iay^ the FrM£i& were in no Danger of an immediate At «' 
taoc from the Confeqnences of that Treaty } My Lords^ 
wr know tiiere was a Conteft thai fubfifting, and ready to 
' break out into a Flame, between the Emperor and* the 
DtttcUr,, in relation to the Oftend Eaft-India Company : We 
Ukew^e know, that by an expreis Article in that Treaty, 
the King of Spain promifed, that if the Ships of the Sub- 
jeds of bis looperial Majefty (hould be attacVd, on either 
Side of the Line, he would make it a common Cau(e with 
lii»tepecial Msjefty to revenge and redreis the Injuries and 
Damages fuibdned. And alfo we know, that the Dutch 
«vcre revived to attack and feize, a» they had a Rieht to 
idOf any of the C>fimd Ships they fg^nd trading ut th4 


Aaii.T4Gra.l^ Eafl' Indies t which if thev had done^ it is not to bfe qoef* 
ll^L • tioncd, but that War would have been immediately declared, 
againft them by the Emperor, and ia Purfuance of this 
Article, the Emperor would have b^en affifled by Spain, 
Could we, my Lords, (it flill and fee the Dutch over-rua 
by the Emperor and Spain? If we had doiie fo, it' would 
have drove the Duuh into the AUns ot France ; and if we 
had no Wav intermeddled, the Confequence of this Wa£ 
tnight have been fatal to the Balance of Power in Europe. 

* From hence, my Lords, I think it is evident, that the 
Dutch were in Danger of an immediate Attack from the 
Confequences of this Treaty. But fuppofe they had been 
in no Danger, fuppofe f ranee only had been in Danger of 
an immediate Attack^even that Attack might have neceiTarily. 
involved this Nation in a War, and, probably, would have 
done (Of in order to preferve the Balance of Power^ which 
might have been overturned by the too great Succefs of either 
l^arty engaged in that War, and efpecially if the Succefs had 
happened to be upon the Side of France. If this had been the 
Cafe^ France wOald. probably, have attacked Spain in the 
Weft- Indies I afid thofe amongft usj who are now fo poiitive 
that France ought not to interpofe^ in order to prevent our 
making Conqueib upon Spain in the Weft- Indies y would 
then, I believe, have been veiy apt to £nd fault with our 
l^iniHers^ if they had quietly allowed the French to take Pof^ 
fefEon of any Part of the Spanijh Settlements in America. , 

* It is therefore certain^ that we muft have been involved 
in any War that could break out in Confequence of thii 
Trea^ at Vienna ; and, I think^ it is as certain, that either 
this Nation^ France^ or Holland^ would have been attacked 
in purfuance of this Treaty, if it had not been for the 
Treaty of Hanover^ and the Meafures we afterwards took» 
for preventing the Return Of the Spanijh Galleons. Confe- 
quently, no Fault can be found with any Expence we put 
ourfelves to in purfuance of that Trea^, becaufe it pre& 
ferved the Tranquillity of Europe^ and thereby prevented 
Our beins oblige^ to put ourfelves to a much greater Ex- 
pence. By the Treaty of Hanover^ the Emperor found 
Aimfelf under a Neceffity of giving up the Oftend Company^ 
and the Court of Spain were obliged to give up all theif 
Views of Refentment againU this Nation^ as well as againfl 
the Court of France i aftd when this was done, it was the 
Intereil of this Nation to re-^ftal^ih a gdod Underllanding 
with Spain as foon as poffible ; and, for that Furpoie, to ttr 
irsan trom thofe A6ls of Hoilility which we might haV^ 
committed, and had a Right to commit, upon their be^ 
ginning Hoftilicies againfi i«s. for this Reafon^ and becapfe 
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%e knew it was not in their Power to do us any confident- Ana. i^Cco.!!; 
tic Injury, I muft ftill thjnk, it was prudent in *us to dcfpife ^ ^74^ 
their Reientment, by not returning the Hoililities they com- * ^ 
mitted ; for, by this Means, we reftored Peace between the. 
two Nations much fooner than we could otherwife have 
({one, and obtained all we could defire by the Treaty of 

* I am really furprized, my Lords, to hear fo much 
Fault fbmui with the Treaty of Seville : It has once al- 
ready had the Approbation of the Parliament, and it.de-* 
ferved that ^probation ; for we had at (hat Time nothing 
to afk from Spain but a Renewal and Confirmation of for- 
mer Treaties, and Reparation for the Merchant Ships of 
tiiisNaition they had unjuftly feized and con£fcated; and 
])oth theie we obtained Stipulations for in as explicit Tenm 
as could be made ufe of i fo that if the Spaniards have con- 
tinued their Depredations, and if our Merchants have met 
with no ReparatioB, it is not owing to that Treaty, but to 
a Breach oi I^aith in the Spanijb Court, which could not 
be fbrefeen nor guarded againd by any Treaty, or by any 
Method I can think of, but that of never being at Peace or 
IB Friendfhip with fuch a faithlefs Nation ; and this, I am 
fare, no Man would adyife, that underflands zxA has a Re* 
gard for the Trade of this Kingdom. 

' As to the lntrodu£l4on of 6000 Spanifi> Troops, in- 
Aead of Neutral, into the ftrong Places of fu/cany^ Partna^ 
and Flacentiay a noble Duke has already righdy obferved, 
that the diSbrence was of no real Signification to the Em^ 
p&or^ nor codd it' give the lead En(;ouragement for Spain 
to attack him in Italy. It was not the Introdudtion of 
thofe Troops . that occafioned the War in 1733 : It waa 
the Court of Vienna^ having giyen Offisnce to the Court 
of France^ by interfering fo much as they did in the £^ 
leftion of a KJng of Poland^ that gave Occafion to that 
War, and encouraged this Spaniards to attack the Emperor 
in I$afy i for as the Emperor had himfelf given Rife to that 
War, the Spaniards knew, that the maritime Powers did 
not think themielves obliged to afilft him, and from then<pe 
they found they mjght fend what Troops they pleafed to 
Itidy^ In this War, my Lords, it is very certain, the Dntch 
did not think themfelves obliged to have any Concern, tho^ 
they had guaranteed the Pragmatic SaSion as well as we, 
and if we had thought otherwife, it would have been very 
imprudept in us to engage in that War without the Dutch, 
But thQ* it was neither prudent nor necefiary for us to en-' 
gige immediately in that War, yet both the Dutcb and we 
S^irfaw that it might become neceffary, in order to pre- 
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Jlan. t4Ge0.ll. fenre the BaUnce of Power in Eui^pi^ and dieitfci»- it 

^740- ^ was necefTary for bot^ of us to provide (at the worft, by 
making fuch Preparations as might enable ds to^^iigsge 
with Vigour, as loon as either of the Paities begfan to puili 
their Succefs farther than was confiilent with taot Baiaiveey 
which juHifies the £xpen€e we put ourTelves. to iqnntlmr 
' Occafion ; and accoraingly the Preparations we made ftt 
that Time had their defired Efted, by oiaking Brmtui -QukI 
its Allies confine their Views within thofe Bounds, and put 
a Stop to the Progrefs of their Arms in the Mid^of. Vic- 
^tory, and when it was not in the Power of -the EmferBr' 
to prevent their pufhing their Conquers as fiur as they ha«i 
a Mind. 

* And with regard to our Difputes with ^tun^ . it is 
very well known, my Lords, that they could not at that 
Time afford us any Pretence for engaging in the War. 
'The S^niards had given us no new Laufe of Complaint : 
On the contraxy, the King of Spain had but the Year be- 
fore fent exprefs Orders to his Govemoss in Amtrka not 
to moled any Englijh Ship in thofe Seas* that aid not ^- 

fear to be concerned in any illicit Trade i and as to paft 
njaries, our Commiilaries were then in Spain ^ and w^ 
Jiad Reafon to hope for a full Reparation as jR>bn as-the 
Account could be adjuiled^ which firom the vezy. Natmr 
of the Cafe could not be done in a fhort Time, becaale 
)t depended upon thofe Proofs and Voucheciy. which wer^ 
to be tranfmitted from America to Europe; and wheA 
any of thofe Proo^ or Vouchers wanted an Explanationiw 
it became necef&ry to fend back to AmiricA. for it^vand 
10 wait the Return before any Thing could be determmeiL 
This plainly ihews the Reafon why oar Negotiations wick 
^pain were fo tedious, and why it took up. fuch a loAg 
Time before we could be aflured, whether that Courtwoold^ 
or would not do us JuHice by fair Means. 

* Thus, I think, it appears, my Lords, from die whol< 
Tenor of our late Conduffc, that our MiniAers have at no 
Time put the Nation to any Expence but what was necefiary 
from the Circumibnces the Affairs of Europe, were then in 1 
and that the only Fault they have been, guilty 0^ has-been^ 
their preierving the Nation in a continual. Stats of Peaoe 
$nd TranquilliQr, without fuffering any material AkeraticHi 
to be made in the political Syftem of Affiurs in Europe ^ 
for as the Emperor^ or at leaH the Hooie of Aufiria^ go( 
7ufcany^ Parma y and Placentia in lieu of Naplej^a:td Sicf/f^ 
and as France had before the Command, and even the 
Poffefnon of the Duchy of Lorain whenever they pleaied, 
I muft infill upon it, that the Koufe of Jiffiria was as pow 
eifol^ and France no more powerful at the Time of the 
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lalBi£/tf^er«A- Death, as at any Time for twenty Years Ann, 14 Ceo. n: 
palL The Emperor*% unexpeaed Death, and the Difputes , jj^ 
that have arifen^ and are like to ariie among the Princes of 
the Empire upon that fatal Emergency, has, 'tis true, 
made a great Alteration in the Affairs of Europe ; but thia 
will not, I hope, be imputed to the VVeaknefs or VVicked- 
neis of our Minillers, or to any improper Complaifarxe they 
iuive ihewn for the Court of France, 

• From the Condufl of Our fovereign AfFtIrs, therefore, 
no Man can have Reafon to fufced oar Miniders of having 
Dedgns inconiiftent with the tntcrell or Welfare of iheir 
. Country ; and as no unnecefTary or oppreiTiye Laws have 
been pafs'd, nor any one Inltance of 'a taw's being wiefted 
towards the Oppreilion of their Enemies, notwithilanding 
the many unprecedented Provocations they have met with> 
BO Man can have the leall Reafon to fufpefl their having 
I^iens againil the Liberties of the People; nor can ], 
my Lords, believe, that fuch Sufpicions as the noble Duke 
was pleafed to mention,' are entertained by any great Num- 
ber of Men in the Kingdom. As by my OfHce I am obli- 
ged to converfe with Numbers of Men who have no De- 
pendence upon the Court, )£ there were fuch general Suf* 
ptcions, I mould think, I muA have heard of them ; and 
. yet I can freely declare, I never heard any one fignify his 
liaving fuch Sufpicions, either againil the , Miniiler whofe 
Conduct is now under our Conflderation, or againil any one 
other of his Majelly*s Servants. But fuppofe there weic 
iuch Sufpicions : Suppole they were as general as has been 
repreiented ; I have (hewn very good Keafons why they 
0iou]d not be of fuch Weight as to prevail with us to fix in 
indelible Mark of In£imy upon a Miniller's Character, by 
addrefling his Majeiiy to remove him from his Councils and 
Picfence for ever. 1 have Ihewn how apt the People arc 
to ilnd Fault with the Cotiduilit of ^]iniI^ers, aaci how ready 
to believe every Story f ublifhed againil them : I have fhewn, 
what a Number of perfonal Enemies every Minifler mull 
neceflarily have, and how indudrious they will be to pro- 
pagate falfe Rumours, and inflinie the Jealousy of the 
People. By the Indullry of a >jini.ier's pergonal Enemies, 
cfpccially in this Country, where every Man may not only 
fay, but print, and publifh almail whatever he pleaies, ar>d 
by the willing Credulity of the People in fuch v afes, Suf- 
picions may be raifed and propagated ib as to become ge* 
neral, without the *leail Foundation ; and thereiore, thoib 
general Rumours or Sufpicions can never be a proper or 
juH Foundation for any Refolution in 1 arliament, and much 
\eS& for a Refolution that makes a Man appear upon Record 
as a weak or wicked Miniiler. 
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Mlui^Getuft» * Whatever the Sufpicions of tht Ptidple ihiy he, mf 
j74o^ , Lowk* the ParliameDt (hould have a very folid Foundation 
before they exprefs their Sufpicions by fuch a Handing Refb-» 
lutioti ; and therefore, I hope your Lordihips ^i!l give tne 
Leave to ihew, that there is not the lead Foundation fot* 
any of the Suipicions that have been mentioned. To tma^i' 

fine or foppofe; that any one Mhifler folely etigrof{c» the 
lar of his isovexeign, and ufurps the fole Difpofal of all the 
Favours of the Crown, is, I am fure, no Compliment to 
the King upon the Throne^ and it is a Suppofition that can 
be made by no Man, who has the Honour of knowing any 
Thing of his prefent Majcfty's Character. His Ears', my 
Lords, it is well known, are open not only to all his Mi- 
nifters, but to all his Subjects, rle IS as ready to hear their 
Gbmplaints, as he is willing to redrefs their Grievances > 
and never does beflpw any Favour without examining, as 
fat as his high Station will give him Leave^ into the Cha- 
ra^er of the Perfon recommended. The Miniller whoie 
Condud and Character is now under our Confideration, has 
certainly a great Share of his Majefly*s Confidence : but 
this does not proceed from any blind i^ttachment to him, 
but from tie Experience his Majefty has had of hfe Fide- 
lity and Wifdom ; and to thofe who have the H6nO&r t& 
be near his Majefty*s Perfon, or in his Councfls, it is very 
well known, that this Miniiler's Recommendation does n^- 
always fuqceed, nor does his Opinion always prevail in 
Council 5 for a Candidate has often been preferred in Op- 
ttofition to the Candidate recommended by him, ahd many- 
Things have been refolvcd on in Council contrary to his 
Jentiments and Advice. Nay, this the noble Lords who^ 
&pport this Motion fcem to acknowledge, when they fey, 
fhat the prefent War was refolvcd on contrary to his Advkrc t 
and therefore, I am furprized, they fhould char^ him With 
being the fole Author of every Step of our Condtift -foi' fb 
many Years pall. 

* For this Reafofi, the Honourable Gentleman aimed «e 
hy this Motion, can no Way be charged with Mv«ig folely 
engro^ the Ear of his Sovereign, nor can his prefent Ma- 
jc(ty*s known Charallcr admit of fuch a Charge againft any 
Man in the Kingdom ; and as to the Polls, Offices, and 
other Favours in the Difpofal -of the Crown, it is very we8 
known, that he never attempts to recommend any PeHoK 
dircdly to his Majefty, but fuch as are. folliciting fop fom^ 
thmg belonging particularly to his own Department. In* 
deed, as there is and ought^ and always will be, undef t 
y»ik King, a very good Correfpondence between bis Ma** 
'jc%*s Minillers, they often recommend to One an^thef^ 
and when a Gentleman of the Army^ Navy, ox any other 
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fibcM'Bo&i^ tKwb h^ ba$ A 'X'kle to die Flavour of this Afiii.H<^IK 

Minifler* Jie imy, perhaps, apply to him for his Recom-^ ^ _lZt2L 

fliendatsoiv s^pt to the Ctown,' but to the Minifter or gneat ^ 

Officer whofe Buiinefs and Duty it is to recommend to his., 

Majefty the moH fit aud proper Perfon for the Office or Em- 

jdoymeRt. then to be difpofed of. Thus, my Lords, we 

may iee, that this Miniver's Levee may be crowded with 

Suitors of a}i Sorts of Charaders, without his u6irping the 

'Da£goCal of any of the Favours of the Crown, except fuch 

as particularly belong to his own Province. 

* 1 ihall ^^t, my Lords, it is in the general a right 
Maxim for the King not to take Notice of, or li^ve anf 
Rei^ord to a Gentleman^s Behaviour in Parliament, with 
td^p^k to thp Di^ibution of tho& Favours, which the 
Crown has to beHow. But even this Maxim n^ay admit 
of fofiie Exceptions/ We know there is in the Kingdom a 
Farty of profefled Jacobites i we know there is likewise aPar*-^ 
ty of profeiTed JRepublicans. I do not fay there are any of 
either of thefe Parties no>y in Parliament ;. but if they ihould 
get iato Paritlajaient i If they (hquld there purfue Jacobi^^ 
or Refiablican Schemes ; and if any of the O^Scers of 
the.Ai^, or any Civil Officer fhould, l^ his Behavioui; 
ia Parlsaa^nt, countenance and fupport fuch. Schemes, I 
\»]huf^ k. wiU not he faid, that the King ought not t(K 
take Notices of fuch Behavipur in Parliament : I believe 
it vaU not be iaid, that it would be any Encroachment 
npaii xm ConAitution« (houid he turn fuch Officers out 
flf ^hJ« ^^vioe on, Account of that Behaviour. 

* Thisy I fay, my Lords, will, I believe, be allowed tOk 
be ^ Exertion from the general Rule ; but I am. hx from 
apiplyiag this to ^y Cafe that has lately happened ;. nor 
do i chinky that his prefent Majeily ever difmiiTed any oim 
from his Service, on AcQ^unt of his Behaviour in rarijft^ 
stents for hi« Majeily may have n^any Reafons for 4ifmtf^ 
fmg an Officer, either Civil or Military, which no Way rc^ 
kiite.tiQ Jus BeWiour in Parliament i, and if any Officer hapt 
pens to have a Seat in Parliament, I hope t will not be 
i^id, >diat, his Majedy mult not, for that ReafoQ^ difmi^ 
lim on account of a MiAyehaviour be may be guilAr of ve^ 
ibaie other Reaped. But whatever Reasons his Majefty 
aay lU. any Time have to make ufe of that Prerogative/ 
which gixes him a IV)wer to difmiis an Officer from lus S^ 
vke, 1 4m convinced he will not, nor will he allow WKft 
Minidep to advife him to make ufe of this Prerogartive, foe 
pev«o&Bg aJMember's declaring his Sentiments freely abpul 
any Mea&re df Government, provided he does it with tbet 
Deoeacy which i? due to the Crown, and withoQt any ia<^. 
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Am Hpf9* »P.<-oo« or. firditiC9» Maimer of cxpfc^Jng lufiiMf t^ir ?tiift 
^7^ ^ Subjcft under Debate 

' As to the jDecaration faid to ha?e been made in tlie ov 
tber Houle by the Mmiller whofe Condu6^ is oow propofed 
to be ftigmatized by a Refolution of this, your Lord&ipt 
know it is not regular In us to take Notice of any TMns 
faid or done in the other Houfe. Words ape apt to b< roii* 
underilood, and are ieidom faithfully * repeated i • therefore I 
cannot eafily believe, that this Miniiler expreffed hiatt&lf ^ 
exadtly in the Terms reprefefited. If he had, I am con-' 
vinced they would have beea taken Notice c^ id a proper 
Way, by iome of the Members of the other Hmift ; and 
we Ihould then, prob^bty, have heard of theni in a proper 
lidanner. For this Reaion, I iay, my Lord5, I cannot ea- 
fily believe, that the Honourable Gentleaian whofe £ha« 
rader is now in Queftion, made fuch a Declaration as has 
been mentioned to us in thb Debate, but am fully ecm*- 
vinced, that what he (aid upon that Oocafion haa been 
mifreprefented to the noble Duke, who has made de of it 
as an Argument for our agreeing to this Motion. Howe-^ 
ver, fuppofe he had made ufe of thefe very Words whieii 
have been repeated to us^ I ihould not think it ttadt&SMt 
with the known Juflice and Impartiality of this Houfcgtopaft 
fuch a ievere Sentence upon him as is now pippofed^ with- 
out firfl hearing him in his own Defence, and allowing, him 
an Opportunity to explain himfelf ; • and I am the mfiter of ' 
this Opinion, becaufe I think the Wocds, even as they kife 
been repeated to us, may admit of fuch -an Explanaiaai ts 
will make them both harmlefe and innoocnt. .... 

* Lpilly, my Lords, as the Su^icion of Corraption botfc 
at Kledions »nd in Parliament, it is a CbmMur wnt has ge« 
nerally prevailed againfl all Minillers, and alwtay» > will pie-* 
v'dUy as long as there is a good Correfpondenee {petwecn 
his Majefty and his Parliament There will ^wiays be* a ' 
Diyerfity of Opinions about tvcty Thing aimoft that comes 
before l-'arliament, and thofe who really difier inOfnoioa 
from his Majeily*s Miniilers and the iV!aj<»xtyof Fariianentv 
Will be ready to impute tlie Prevalence of the contrary O^ 
pinion to any Thing rather than true Reason and foxaoQ Ar- 
gument. I'his is an Error which every Man's perfenal V^^ 
nity prompts him to indulge^ and as no Caofe for the Pre** 
Yalence of the contraiy Opinion isfo obvious as Comiptionv 
therefore it is generally ailigned as the Caufe of thc-Mak^ 
rity's agreeing with the Adminifb^tion ; and this Opinion 
is always moft induflrloufly propagated by thofe wilo op« 
pofe the Adminifiration, not becaufe they differ in Opi« 
nlon ^m the Xii^^s Miniilers, but hecauie jthey.have a per- 
final Kefentment againil Som^ of tbemt. or are «iiifaiti0n» :.t 

of 
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ble of governing fo well. There is, tirttcffore, tie Poi&iMr< ^4^* ^ 
lity ti remaining this generd* Qamoar kgaiiift Corruption^ 'LLf^)ifT J- 
hnt by, interrupting that good Corpefpondence which now fy 
hm^jpij ^bMs> between his Majefty and his Parliament; aiut 
thissnight v^ 'probabiy be the £fFe£t of the prefent Mo- 
tion's feing agreed to^ which leads me to confider the dan* 
geroas' Confeqaence of oar a^eelng to the Addrefs p)t>* 
poied^ 

* Sappoie, my Lords, weihould prefent to his Majefly 
fuch an Addreis as is now propofed : Suppofe both Houfes 
of Parliament fhonld concur m that Addrefs : ' It has hot 
ve^ I think, been faid in this Debate, that his Majefty is 
by any -Thing in our Coflllitution obliged to comply with 
it. His Compluffice mud therefore depend apon his being 
of Qfanion^ that the Addrefs was well founded, and that 
therefore jt would be right in Itim to comply with it ; for 
if hisMajefly ihould think the Addre(s ill founded, and that 
it wcmld be wrong in hk& to do fuch an Injury to a good Ser- 
vant, as to remote hiia from his Councils and Prdence for 
ever, could it becbixfiflent with his Majefty^s Honour or 
JoftiDoe «o)cam^y with the Addrefs of his Parliament ? We 
xxucyirook hence fee^ that our prefenting fuch an Addrefs 
as iivsow.pit^fed, would probably end in a Breach, per- 
haps an irreperable Breach, between his MajeHy and his 
Partianent p mvii the Confequence of this, efpecially in our 
preieat ^itoation, I tremble to think of. From his Maje« 
i\y?% IcAOwn JuiUce and Honour- we mull conclude, that his 
Majcfty would certainl/ refofe to comply, if he thought a; 
Comphaoce inconiiftent with either. 1 his would, of couHe, 
raife an Animofity m both Houies of Parliament againft 
the Admiaifipation, which would make them refufe to grant 
thde^Supf^lies, or concur mih the Adminiflration in thofe 
A^Jealbres .that are. neceiTary for the Support of our Govern- 
nient; -and this would neceifarily occaiion a total Diffo- 
luttfin of bur prefent happy Conftitution. Therefore, my 
Lopdsv I snuft conclude, that no Lord who has a true Re^ 
gard for the . Sooc^fs of the prefent War; for the Glory * 
of the King, the Safety of the Kingdom, or the Prefer- ■ 
vaoon of our happy. Con&itution, will agree to this Mo-r V 
tion, wikis he fees mare cpgent Proofs of Mal-Adituni« ' 
ftration, than, I thmk^ have yet been offered in th^ ' 
iDebats/ 

Lord BstUfm-Jf* ; ' 

€ My Lotds^ Isffl fumiised t6 hear it Md, that moflof |^ j^|«m|; 
Ifaa Addt«Ses of ti^ Kind hare proceeded fiom private'^ 
, ' . ' Views 
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Am. i4tiM. It Vitm'sLni p^rfotiaf Anitnofides ; and it tdd» piagijr to iHf 
f74g*^ ^ Amazemenc, when I hear fuch a I>o6lrine adi^aftced by a 
noble Lord, whofe Cufidouf 1 have a great Opinion of^ 
find whofe Knowledge in our MKlories, and in onrjoomalt 
in Parliament, is not in the lead to be queftkmed. tram thc^ 
little Knowledge I have in this Way, l think it is evident 
that no Parliamentary Attack upon a K4iniiler evtr pro^ 
needed from private Views or peHbmd Antmofities^ but 
when the Attack was patronized by a Court<^Fa6lioKi» fup^ 
jtorttd by a patk*d or a pcnfionaty Parliament. In the Reign 
of Richard the lid. the Archl>ifhop of Canterhury^ and the 
Earls of Arundei and ITamvick were profecuted, and moft 
Unjuflly condeiftned in Parliament i hot every one knows, i| 
was by a Parliament igoioft illegally pafck'd by a Court-^F^ioa 
for that veryPUrpofe : And in the Reign oi Charles the lid. 
the Earl of Chretidon utis ptofecuted in Parliainetit, and 
)noil miJHftlt banilhed bjr A^ of Parliamtet ; but it is well 
known, that the Profecution Wlis fpirited up a^inft him b)^ 
a Court-^Fa^on, artd the Pafliament that banished him ha5„ 
ever (ince its DiiToiution, been bnmded with tiie ftandaloQi 
Epithet of a PenfiQnary Parliam^kit. tn feveral odi^Re^ns^ 
We may find Inju^ke done by Parliaments under the fn/ln^ 
ence, and by the Contrivance of the Msniflers of d\eCr6k«(D i^ 
fmt from the Beginning of our Hifloiy to dife verf Day, I 
believe, we can find no one Example of a Minifter^9 having 
had fnjuilice done him by Parliament, as long as^ he re- 
mained in the Favour, and under the Prote§ioA of the 
Crown. Even in King Charles the ift^s Time, if the Par-* 
liamcnt took feme extraordiiiary Steps, not altogether j^ree* 
able to o^r Conflitution, it was octafioned by the CH»e^ 
and MiiBemeanors of the Miniilers, and by the extriiotdinary 
Methods they took for fcre^ning themfelves againft tbe Laws 
of their Country. Therefore, froln Experience t«e have no 
Reafon to be cautious of addreffing for the R«moitral- of a 
Minifter, but have gredt Reafon to guard ag^inft «i Mini- 
fter's Power growing to that eicceflive Hei^t, as tO render 
it impofTible to remove or punKh him bjr the ordinary Me-' 
thods prefcnbed by our Conilkution ; and this wiH oethe 
Cafe, if ever a Minifter fhottld be able, by thofe corrupt 
and illeeal Means, whith the Favouroftiie Crown may fidw 
ftmHh him wiftf, to Command a Mijbrity in both Hc«fe 
OfParlfam^nt. ' . • ' . 

* That Minillers are not infallible, that they are liaMt ttt 
the fame Paflions and AfTeftions with other Men is what I 
IhaU mofl readily admit. But, my Lords, thereisaviiy 

treat DiiFerence between a Miniiler*s being fallible, and his 
eihg ftcVer xvk&k Right : Tferc'ls a VWy great DilTeierfce 
betweesi a Minifter^ tiitig^i]jiea«oiaNa little FiOMtics in J 

cidcnt 




( 7^7 ) 

citet to faonMlk Nature^ aftd his teftifymg;) tkn>^ !h^ whde Am. 14 Gm^I|« 

Tenor of his Condu^, a fettled Defign to render his Power in- X74^« 

contiofilable by^the Laws and Conftitution of his Coun try. Thac 

thk »tlie Caie, with regard to the Miniikr whole CoRdu<^ is 

nMrimder oar Confideration, is, I am Hire, fuTpedkii by^^i 

grcu ¥sat of die Nation, and x^dk, I think, appear evident to 

ttay OOD that ferioufly and impartially CQniiders the Hiftoty 

ef his Adrnkiiilratioii. In all the extraordinary Events that 

liavc haj^pened iince his Acceilion to Power, he has taken that 

Fart wliich was oooft iocotsMent with the true Intereft of his 

Country : He has oppofed or di/concerted every Scheme that 

lias hcea. <^red &r the real Good of hi& Country ; and aS ths 

h(^e£U that he has either offered or patronized, have been fiich 

as ficade4 foincreafe the Power of (he Crown, by adding to ita 

nnaccottoted-for Revenue^ .or multiplying the Poib in its arbi- . 

tiaiy D9%»0lal, and thereby giving its Minifters the M^jqs of 

aoqwiag. a conrupt Inflaence^ both, in Pariiao^ei^t aq4 at 

£k:aio»9. . . ^ 

' I^sim fajT from fayisg, that thi^ proceeds from his Weak* 
D^ N03 my Lords, it proceeds^ I believe^ fron\ a well- 
conmtcd, but wicked Scheme, for putting it in the Power of 
Mifliftcrs t9 m^ke tbemfelves Mailers of our Conilitation, b/ 
faaviqe always a Mj^ority in Parliament attached to their parti* 
colarXilere^. %ad: ready to obey their Commands. It is this 
that haa made, him in alt foreign Affairs take that Part, which 
was^incocfiftent with the true fntereft of his Country : It is this 
that-haamiade him oppofe every feafible Scheme for paying ofF 
OQf £)eb2$« abolifhing our Taxes, or reducing the Number of 
bur QS^rs and Placemen ; and it is this that has made him 
proje^^ ai>d patronize fo many Schemes for increafing the Power 
of the .Crown by adding to its Revenue, and by multiplying 
Revenue-OiHcers, andExcife and Penal Laws. My t-ords, 
his Deiign. to overturn, the Liberties of his Country, is^ I think, 
evident from the foreign Meafures he has purfued. Let us ex- 
amine ouc Hiilories, and we ihall find it to have been an elta- 
bli(hed Maxim with every Minifter, who defi^ned the Over- 
throw af our Conititption, That a £rm Friendfhip and intitnate 
Correfpondence wa& to be preferved with the Court 0^ France % 
and the Maxim is, indeed* moil reafonable and neceif^iry^r 
fucceeding in fuch a Defign ; for it would be impolSble to 
fucceed, if the Court ofFr/iz/f^ (hould cfpoufe and affiH the 
Party that would of courfe be formed in this Ringdicmt 
ag^nfi;- fuch an Admmiftration. For the Proof of. what 
I fay, I need go no farther back than the Reigns oi^Chartrf 
and James the lid. In both thcfe Reigns the f ntfereft of 
this Nation, and the Prefervation of the Ballanceof Fower 
ft ^n^^vfe^ were ^rifieed to the xultivatiflg of a freca- 
tious» ft jnuQOtts Friendthip with Trana i • 9xA this- wt 
" ' know 
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ilaa. i4<>€o. n. know proceeded from the Miniflers in both thofe ReSgo 
'74^* having a Defign againft the Liberties of their Country 

The Defigns they had, my Lords, are jooyf well known : 
The Deiigns of our prefent Minifter are not as yet publicly 
known ; they cannot be proved, whilft he continues in Power ; 
but as his Conduct from the very Beginning of his Adminif- 
tration has, with regard to FroHce^ been the fame, we ought 
to fuppofe that <his Defigns are of the fame Nature ; and we 
ought to be the more jealous of them, becaufe the Crown has 
now a great deal more Money, and a much greater Num- 
l)er of Polls and Offices to bellow j and I am afraid the Vir- 
tue of the People is not (o impregnable as it was at that 
Time ; for Corruption, by long Impunity, and by the Mul- 
tknde of the Guilty, is now, 1 fear, fo &x from being fcan* 
dalous, that it is become faihionable. 

Coniidering what has been already (aid 1»y the two noble 
Iit>rds, that have fpoke upon the fame Side with me, I need 
not enter into a Detail of our foreign Meafures, in order to 
fliew, how much they have all been caiculatod for the In- 
tereft of France^ and how often, or how long the Interefl 
ciF this Nation, and the Safety of Europe, have been facrificed 
to the Views of the French Court. This has been already 
ib fully and fo dearly explained, .that thofe who are not al- 
ready convinced, will ^ot, I am fore, be convinced by any 
Thing I can add upon that Subjed. ^ But as our guaranty- 
ing the Pragmatic SanSion in 173 1, may (eem to be a fort 
of Deviation in our Minitter, I fhall beg leave to make fome Ob- 
iervations upon that Treaty. I have no occaiion, my Lords, 
to explain the unlucky Circumftances our Miniller had re- 
duced us to by that ridiculous Article in the Sevi/le Treaty, 
lelating to the Introduftion of Spanyh Troops into Italy, This 
Introdudion we liad obliged ourielves to effe&uate without Lois 
of Time ; and this Obligation we could not perform but by 
one of thefe two Methods : either by joining with France and 
^^ain in a War againft the Emperor ^ or by making fuch Con- 
ceiHons to the Emperor^ as might induce him not to oppole 
that Introduction. Our MiniHer had not then naade himlelf 
{[^ much Mafler of our Parliaments or Elections, as that he' 
could expe£l to get a Parliament of Great-Britain^ to approve 
of his joining with France and Spain in a War again^ the 
EmperoTy nor were our Armies become fo mercenary as to 
fupport him againil the Parliament s therefore he was forced 
to chafe the other Method; of making fuch Conceffions to 
the Emperor y as might induce him noc xo oppofe this Intro* 
du^on I and nothing but a general, abfolute, and unlimited 
Guaranty of the Pragmatic San&im codld iatisfy his Im* 
' Majefiy. 
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Thus, my Lords, we may fee, that it was not Choice, but ^J*n«HOeo. n. 
..m;»9^m!i^lkyfSlS>heA thought upon hiiiifelf, tto forced' our " '74^' , 


Alai^^e^ft»^}^ an Intention to perform it; fo that it 
•^Kia^"hs Afiade v^ of as an Argnmeht for fhewing, that he 
hMie^er ^ij^'ckpc^t^ fromthe Maxim of cultivating a qlofe 
CakifyoAdif\6t Mfitk the Court of france ; and if we were 
Hiaflksrs «f «11' than "wva ftt that Time tranfaded between us 
^sM^'Fr^mf^ efpedally With regaid to the AiBiirs of Polamf, 
it 4ft$g|fat p^faaps ^n^pear/ that the' Guaranty he thus engaged 
iBr;- wad 110 Sa^teHudn or tnfia^^ioh of that Correfpondencc. 
Ar'tX> the QwBMy itielf, I ihall in the general approve of 
it; ha»l cstnUbt ftppiotre of the Method by which we were 
AaWH into '^i m^ can 1 ^>prove of our having entered in- 
ns^ H 'WMM^t^ SxtAe previous Concef&ohs from the Court of 
Fiemta^ in Favour of fenfe of the other Princes of the Empire. 
We tiieii' knew/ that ftvti^ Princes of the Entire had Claims 
«ti^ ComptehlCi' agaktft the Houfe of Auftriai We knewthat 
i|0ll' tBe Bmpem'^ Dehiife, without Heirs male of his Body, 
llfeft Fiin^ #0llld ^ftdeavOur to vindicate what they thought 
" -taA Rfeht ; andl!ieiefbre, before we entered into any Cua- 
- tttfitf : oTfKe frdffne^U Sanffim^ we Ihould have endeavoured 
.-l^'tti^ as"Bllndt as poffible all the Princes of the G^n»z-* 
' «fr^BDdy'%«^ &me Guaranty, by flipdating foine Satis- 
/hStkfA'fo^ them with regard to the Rights diey feverally 
'fHMM. ib. S(M; few Conceflions from the Court of Vienna 
^Mldlthieft have^s&ed moll of them^ whereas, as the Cafe 
' tio^^^'Aallldii/ I' am afraid, it will be impoffible to unite thofe 
'9^iMk in ' aa^ dne 'Scheme for preferving the Tranquillity of 
- thefi^ObfcAlby'; ^d if tlie War which is already begun, jQipuld 
' iiSfAait, gene^ throughout Germany, we ihall fee the Balance 
' '^Bcmtx ih Jftffi^ overturned, or this Nation engag^ in a 
■ iVkr as Uahgetons and expenfive as any we wene ever en- 
'^'^f^M in, ^ , 

-'**-Fit^ What I have faid, my lords, it will appear, that 
tnb^MfaiMei' has, ever fince his getting at the Head of the 
-^jWritf^ifttation, without the leail ^voluntary Deviatioi^ purfued 
' iOtitt B€hxhn which was never laid down by any Adminiilra- 
tioflr in thid' Kingdom, but by fuch as had formed Jk&^ a- 
p&oR thfi' libiirfite of their Country ; which, in my Ctoini- 
bn, is a ftrong Prefhmptron of his having ibme Defigns of the 
&me' Natme, tho* he takes a very dilterent ^thod for -car- 
• tying' them into Execution. In former Times, tl^e Crown 
bd^'but very little Money, and very few lucrative Places, to 
'^^fiaofe of, therefore, they could never cany Corniptioa fuch 
' 'tfifihgth' as to alfe6t our Elections ; and if they^ by that 
Means^ idl^ied at any Time a Majority ii^ Parfij^iv^ . this 
1740, 4 Z Majoritji 
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Ann. 14 Ceo.II« Majority was daily decaying by the new Elcftions going mofti/ 
^7 4g« ^ againll the Court Party. This laid them under a Ncceffity of 
"^ making their Attacks upon the Conilitutton, by flretching the 

Prerogatives of the Crown beyond their juft Bounds^ and this 
always gave the People an immediate and a gtnctal Alanim. 
But now Corruption may be carried fuch a Length as to af- 
fed moil of the Eledions in the Kingdom $ auxi therefore it 
would be ridiculous in an ambitiow or wicked Minifter to 
carry on his Attacks upon our Conftitution by any other 
Means. If none of the Prerogatives of the Crown are now 
fbpetched beyond their doe Bounds : If no Severities are maxle 
ufe of againft particular Peribns : If a greater Indulgence be 
allowed both in writing and i^ieaking than was allowed in 
former Times : If the private Property of no Man be invaded 
or encroached on contrary to Law ; w art not from thence 
to judge that our Conftitution is in no Daager ; for if a 
Minifter can always fecure a Majority i» I^urliament, and 
thereby have what Laws he thinks proper, and whatever Sums 
of Money he oleaiesy without Account, it would b« ridiculous 
in him to make ufe of any of thcie alarming Methods, or 
to eive himfelf any Trouble about what mly be faid or wrote 
ugainfk him. He depends upon what ht can give, and not up- 
on what he can fay, for an Approbation of every Thiiig. he 
propofes ; and therefore, he hM no Occafion to trouble his 
Head about what is iaid or wrot« againft it. And as he 
may have by Ad of Parliament what Share he pleaies of 
the Property of every Man in the Kingdom, he has no Oc- 
caiion to invade the Property of any particular Man. 

This, my Lords, has often made me wonder at the Weak- 
t^efs of fome People, who cry. How can your Liberties be in 
Danger, when the private Property of no Man is invaded ? 
When the Liberty of the Preis is indulged as much as it 
ever was in this or any other Country ? and when the King, 
in every Thing, makes the Laws of the Land the Rule of 
liis Government ? My Lords, thefe Thii^ may all be in Ap- 
pearence, and yet we may have no Liberty left ; for if the Mi- 
nillers of the Crown, by Means of Corruption, have got the 
Diredion of mofk of our Eledbions, and coniequently rendered 
themfelves fecure of a Majority in every Parliament, we have 
no Liberty ; we have the Shadow only of a fret Govern- 
jnent. The Miniflers may be £0 wife as to abfbdn from 
particular Oppreiiions, or particular A^ of Violence, but the 
People in general will be oppreiled, and the Government will 
be a generrJ and continued AQ. of Violence. This was the 
Cafe of Ro7ne under Ju/m and Juguftus Cafar : This has 
in every Country been the Cafe of an Arbitrary Government 
ill its Infancy ; for if the Founder of an Arbitrary Govern- 
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metit (hould commit particular A6b of Violence, or opprefi^"- 14 Geo. II, 

particular Men, before the People are accuftomed to the Bit, ^ ^^ ^ 

Hke an unbroken Colt, they would break their own Necks, 

or the Neck of their Rider. But after the People have been 

for fonac Time accuftomed to the Bit, and by good Ufage 

induced to fubmit to it, Oppreifion in every Shape will at 

lail creep in upon th«m, as it did at Rome foon after the 

Death of Juguftns Cstfitn and then the Oppreilbr may ibmetimes 

fufier by the defperate Refentment of thofe he has oppreiied, or 

the ungratefiil Ambition of thole he has advanced, but the 

People will find no Rdsef» ualefi it be that melancholy one, 

a Change of Oppreflbrs. 

This Argument, my Lords, I thought myfelf obliged to 
take Notice of, becaufe I have often heard it urged, againft 
thoCe who intimate a laudable Jealoufy of our Conflitution*s 
being at prefent in Danger from the flow, but fure Attacks of 
Corruption. Thefe Attacks are the moft dangerous, becauie 
thejr tre the moft impeicrptible. By a vulgar Eye they can- 
not ^at diicemed, but, I hope, they will never long efcape 
the piercing Eye of this Ailembly : And, as foon as we do 
perodve them, as foon as we do but fdpeft that any Mi- 
niAer has formed foch Defigns, I hope we (hall always take 
the beil and moft obvious ^&tkod for preventing them, which 
is bv removing that Minifter from his Majefty's Councils and 
Prefenoe. That we have Reafon to fufped the Minifler whofo 
Condtt£t b now under our Consideration, of having formed 
fnch Defigns, has been, in this Debate, I think, made ma- 
nifeit from the Meafures, both foreign and domeftic, which 
he has, wichoat Deviation, purfued ever fmce his Accefiion to 
Power ; and in fuch a Cafe (hall we fay, ihall any Lord in 
this Houie fty, that we ought not to addreis the King to 
remove him, unleis it apoears that he has been guilty of lome 
enormous Crime, or of iuch a Series of Mircondud, as evi- 
dently (hews him to be a very weak Man \ My Lords, the 
whole Tenor of hit Condufl has been a Series of the moil ma- 
nifeft Weakaefs, or it has been a Series of the moft enormous 
Qrimef . If he has no fuch Defign, as I have faid I fufpefl 
him of, hi^ CoBdu(6t from the Beginning of his Adminiflration 
to this very Day, has been a Series of the moft monftrous 
Weaknefi : If he has fuch a Defign, it has been a Series of 
the moft heinous, the moft dangerous Crimes. 

By the Arguments that have been made ufe of in this De- 
bate, It would feem as if fome Lords thought, that a Mini- 
fter ought never to be removed ; and that after he has once 
got himielf at the Head of the Adminiftration, he has as 
^ood a Title to continue there, as a Man has to continue 
in the Poileffion of his Eftate ; for this muft be the Cafe, if 
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A]in.T4Geo. ILa Minifter is never to be removed tmlefi he be eQndrtnnal 
'74°; , as a Criminal by a Court of Juilice, or declared an Ideot 
by a Court of Chancery. My Lords, I happen to be of a 
very difeent Opinion : I think, no Minifler ought to be al- 
lowed to continue long in his Flaoe, and that therefore^ if 
the King does not remove him, the Parliament ought, even 
though he has never been guilty either of Wickedneis or Weak- 
neis. In all free Governments it is a Maxim : It is the eflba- 
tial Quality, the diftii^ifhing Charader of a free Govem- 
ment. That the Condu^ of every Minifter and Magifbate 
ought, and may be ilri6tly and inqpartially enquired into, by 
the Aflembly of the .People. For this Reafon, in all well- 
€onftituted Governments, thofewho have the fiipreme cseecu- 
tive Power of the Society in their Hands, are never continaed 
lor any loi^ Time in their Fofts ; becauie, whilft they have 
the Power and the Money of the Society at their Cotamwod, 
jX is very difficult to make a ib-id and impartial Enqpiiy into 
dieir Conduft. By our Conftitution the King is never to ac- 
count for his Coodufl, becaufe, though a great Part of the 
executive Power be lodged in him, yet he is fuppoled to do 
all by his Miniilers ; am ibr this Reaibn his Minifiers, dw* 
named by him, are always liable to a ftrid Account in j^lia- 
ment ; but this &i'iiSt Account they can never eaiily be bmught 
to, as long as they omtinue in the Favour of the Ovwa^ 
and confequently at the Head of the AdminiftratioB ; there- 
fore, according to the Maxim eftabliihed in all free and well- 
conftituted Governments, our Miniilers ought never to be al- 
lowed to continue long at the Head of &e Adminiftnuioii, 
which a Favourite will always be, as long as he is allowed to 
remain in the Councils or Prefence of his Sovereign. 

From hence, my Lords, we mull fee, diat this Addre/s 
would be agreeable to our Conjtitution, and that we ought 
to agree to it, even although our preient Miniiler could nei* 
ther be accufed, nor fo much as fufpeded of any weak Mea- 
fures or wicked Defigns; but as it has been fhewn in this 
Debate, that he muft be fufpefled, nay, that he muft be 
guilty, either of the one or the other ; this general Argument 
which is founded upon the very Nature of a free Govern- 
ment, is no Way neceffiiry for prevailing with us to agr^e 
to this Addrefs. But in order to excufe our MiniHer, aiKi 
to £nd out any Reaibn but the true one, for the gener^ 
Sufpicions and univerikl Odium that prevail againil him, it 
leems the whole People of England are to be accufed of I9- 
juflice, and of infiiling upop wha^ in the Nature of Things^ 
is not to be expeded. To have the Government adminifhed» 
and all the Ends of it angered, without putting them to any 
Trouble or Expence. My Lords, I will venture to become 

an 
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an Advocate for the People of England} I will ventiu^ ta^^' H<^*n. 
a^ert, that no general Sufpicion was ever raifed among them ^ ^^ 
without a juft Ground : That they never complained of any "" 

Trouble they were put to, if it was really neceflaiy for their 
own Protedion ; and that they never murmured at any Ex- 
pence, if it was neccllary, and fingally applied, for anfwer- 
ing the Ends of Society. This I wUl venture to aflert ; 
and I will appeal to the whole Tenor of our Hiftories for 
a Confirmation of what I fay. 

I ihall grant, my Lords, that every Man in the Admtni- 
firation muft necei&rily make ibme perfonal Enemies; but 
not near fo many as the noble lord would insinuate; for 
wheii, of a Number of Candidates for any Poll in his Gift, 
he prefers him who is apparently the bell entitled, none of 
the reil will complain, and the Hopes of Succeis in their next 
Suit will keep them attached to his Intereli If the Dif- 
poial of Pofb and Offices were a Difadvantage to a Mini- 
iler, as the noble Lord has endeavoured to make us believe, 
we ihould not foe Miniilen fo fond of cncreaiing the Num- 
ber of thofe Poib and Officers that are at the Molute Dif- 
poial of the Crown, nor ihould we find them fo unwilling to 
part with the DiQx>ial of thofe Polls and Offices, which they 
are entitled to by the prefent Model of our Conflitution. A 
Minsiler kiu>w3, that by the Bifpolal of fuch PoUs and Offi- 
ces he can make a great many perfonal Friends, that by the 
Expedation of the next Preferment he may keep a great 
many attached to his perfoAal Intereft ; and that if any are 
fo hardy, as to declare themfelves his perfonal Enemies, it 
will be impoffible for them to form any confiderable I^uty 
againfl him, as long as his Meafures are fuch as but feem- 
iii^y tend to the public Good. Minifiers, my Lords, I fhall 
alfow, may in many Things be compared to Attomies at 
Law, and in ncfthing more aptly than in this, that they ge- 
nerally facrifice the Caufe of their Client to their own In- 
terefl i and in Law, as well as Stat^-AfEiirs, we fhall find, 
that an Attorney never gets a general bad Chara^r without 
fome very juH. Foundation ; which, in the Cafo now before 
ns, ought to be particularly attended to, and will be a very 
Urong Argument for the Addrefs propofed. 

The noble Lord was pleafed to throw out a Defiance for 
any one to fhew,. how a greater Part of our public Debts 
might have been paid off than has actually been, without 
laying new or heavier Taxes upon the People ; becaufo, faid 
he, our free Revenue is not fufficient for anfwerii^ our an- 
nual Expence. This Challenge, my Lords, I will accept of, 
' and will endeavour to fhew^ that our free Revenue h^ for 
near 20 Years been a great deal more than fufficient for 

anfwering 
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14 GeoJI. ftnfwering oar annual Expence, if we had kept up no greater 
^J ^ Annies than were neceflary, paid no unneceflkry Penfic»iSy nor 
fitted out any uieleis Squadrons. For this Purpofe, my Lords, 
I will build my Calculations upon thofe made in a Pamph- 
let, publiihed towards the latter End of Queen j^me's 
Reign, and fuppofed to have been wrote by a very near 
Friend of the Minifter, whoie Condud we are now OMifi- 
dering. The Author of that Pamphlet reckons 350,000/. a 
Year fufficient for the Support of all the Guards and Garri^ 
ions we ought to have here at home, and 120,000/. a Year 
fufHcient for the Ordinary of the Navy ; and I will fay, that 
c 00,000 / a Year is fufficient for the Civil Lifi, if no uie- 
wis nor dangerous Pensions were paid out of it ; and if to 
thefe three Sums we add 520,000/. a Year for maintaining 
10,000 Seamen, and 300,000 / a Year for defraying the Ex- 
pence of die Office of Ordnance, and for fupporting our Ga- 
rifons at GlhraltMry Pori-Mahoff^ and in the Plantatitmsy the 
whole neceflary annual Expence of this Nation would amount 
to no more than i ,790,000 /. To which I fhall add 2 1 0,000 /. 
yearly for building Churches, endowing Hofpitals, fettling 
Colonies, and other the like extraordinaiy Charges, winch 
we have but lately Men into, in order to make up an even 
Sum of t'wo Miltiom yearly. 

At 'this Rate, my Lords, the whole neceflary annual Ex- 
pence of this Nation, in Time of Peace, which would have 
been our Cafe for near 20 Years pail, perhaps I may fay, 
ever iincc the Death of Queen Atm^ if we had not onne- 
oef&rily engaged ourfeives in fbme foreign Difputes we had 
nothing to do with : 1 fay, the whole neceflary annual Ex- 
pence of this Nation for near 20 Years pafl would, in this 
Cafe, have amounted to no more than two Millions Sterling. 

And now, my Lords, let us compute the free Revenoe, 
that is, the Revonue which is not mortgaged for the Pay- 
ment of any old Debt. The Lmnd Tax at 2 s. in the Pound, 
is generally computed at a Million a Year, and the Malt 
Tax at 700,000/ a Year; but as there may be a Defi- 
ciency in each, I (hall compute them both but at 1,600,000/. 
a Year; and though the Ci'uil'LiJl IU*uemie is generally- 
computed at a Millim a Year, I fhall reckon it but at 
900,000/. which makes in the Whole 2,500,000/. free 
Revenue yearly. From whence we may fe^ that if for 
this lafl 20 Years we had kept up no greater Land- Armies 
than were neceflary, nor paid any unnecefiary Penfioas, nor 
fitted out uielefs Squadrons, mflead of encroaching upon 
the Sinking Tund^ we might have added 500,000/. to it 
yearly, for paying off our old Debts, without laying any 
new or heavier Taxes upon the Pcoplt \ an^ if to th« 
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this we had added what might have been fivcd by abolifh- Ann. 14 G«>, IK 

ing all Sine- Cure Polls, and reducing all exorbitant Salaries, * 1740. ' 

in the Management and Colledion of the public Revenue, 

and had taken proper Methods for reducing the Intereft of 

Money, I may venture to fay, that by tliis Time moil (rf* 

thofe Taxes that lie heavy upon poor Labourers and Manu- 

fadlures, would have been abolilhed, and the greatefl Part 

of our public Debts, if not the Whole, abiolutely dif- 

charged. 

Figures, my Lords, are ftubbom Things : They will not 
give Way *to Eloquence, nor can the Conclufions drawn from 
them be evaded by the moft cunning Sophiftry. There is, 
therefore, no Anfwer can be made to what I have advanced, 
except what the noble Lord took Care to make uie of by 
faying, that no public Expence has been incurred, but what 
was at that Time thought neceflary £br the public Safety. 
By whom, my Lords, were the fevml Articles of extraoidi" 
nary Expence we have incurred, thought neceflary ? Not, ' I 
am fure, by the Majority of the Nation, nor by any unpre- 
judiced Man in the Kingdom. They were thought necefiary 
by the Miniller onhr, and fuch as were at that Time pre- 
judiced in Favour of^ every Thing he propofed. This Sort of 
Prejudice has often a very Urong ESoSt upon the Judgmenti 
of the moft Difcerning, and this Prejudice in Favour of a 
Minifter, whilil he keeps within any Bounds, may very muck 
contribute towaxxls procuring him a Parliamentary Approba- 
tion of Meafures that are in their Confbquences very perni- 
cious ; but as thefe Coniequences are now become apparent 
to the whole World, tho' they could not be forefeen by thofb 
that were prejudiced in his Favour, they are now felt evea 
by them, and this muft make them now condemn what they 
were formerly induced by their Prejudice to approve of. 

For this Reafon, my Lords, if pernicious Meafures, or un- 
neceflary Expences have been approved of Parliament, this 
is no Reafon againfl- their being now condemned even by thofc 
who have formerly approved of them. In Affairs of a poli- 
tical Nature, the bell, the moll honeft may err in their Judg-* 
ments, efpecially when they judge in Favour of perfonal Fritnd- 
fhip ; but when they difcover their Error, and find that their 
native Country has thereby been brought into Diftrels, or, I may 
iay, to the Brink of Ruin, they are bound both in Juftioe 
and Honour to make the bell Atonement they can to their 
Country, by addrefling to remove the Miniller who has led 
them into that. Error ; for to facrifice our Country to any 
perfonal Frjendfhjp, muft be allowed to be a Crime of the 
moft heinous Nature. Fqr the fame Reafon I muft think, 
4^ aoble Lord «has nQt now any great Reafon to boaft of 

the 
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Aon. T40eo. 11. the good Ludc he has had to iee his Opinkm ocmfitined by 
'Ho-^ ^ the Majority of both Houies of Parliament He mull know 
that his Opinion has been generally oondemned by the Ma- 
jority of the Nation ; and he maJt now find it condemned 
by the neceflary Confeqaences of Things ; for I will ap- 
peal to the common Senie of Mankind, if ever this Naticm 
was in greater Danger of beii^ invaded, if ever our Allies 
were i(i greater Dai^r of beii^ fwallowed up, if ever the 
Balance of Power was in greater Danger of being ovetturned^ 
than at this Inftant ; and to the ULme I will appeal, after 
what has been £ud in this Debate, if aU theie Dai^ers have 
not naturally arifen from our. havii^ too much cultivated a 
Correfpondenoe with France, for our £tVing reftored theCorref- 
pondence between Franct and Spain, fit)m our having Jaid a 
Foundation for a Breach between Spain and the Emferor^ 
and for our having left the latter to the Mercy of his Ene- 
mies at a Time when, I tlunk, we were bound both in 
Honour and Intereft to aifiil him. The noble Lord hasthere- 
jbre now no gnsat Rea£>n to boaft of his Opini(m*s having 
been confirmed by both Houfes of Parliament. And if die 
general Opinion of the Nation be right, if the Approbation 
of Parliament has been owing to any Sovt of corrupt Infiuence, 
no Man can have Reaibn to be {nnod of his haviiig been 
one of fuch a Majority ; but upon the concraryi fudi;aa oni- 
iarm and fu^nidous Goncurrenoe of Pariiament, with eveiy 
Thing the MiniAer was pieaiedto propofe, becomes an additi« 
enal, and a ftnmg Realbn lor the Remoi^ of that Mi&ifter. 
I am really amazed, my Lords, to hear it h much as pie- 
tended, that die Dutch were in Danger of being attacked, 
in confequence of the Treaty between-5^« and the Emperor 
in 1725. It is furpriztng diat we fhould- at that Time have 
been more afxaidof their being attack*d than they were them- 
iidves ; for it is very well known, that they were not Parties- 
Contra£fof3 in the Treaty of Hanover, tho* diey were named 
as filch : It is known, that they did not accede to it tilt 
near a Year af^er it was made, and that their Acoeffion was 
then procured with great Difficulty, and under feveral Re- 
ftridions ; therefore the Danger the Duicb were in of being 
attacked, could be no reafonable Motive for oar engaging in 
that Trea^ ; and if the French were in any Danger of being 
attackM by the Emperor and Spain, it was not furely the 
Intereft of this Nation to prevent that Attack, becaufe fuch 
a War would have been of great Service to the Trade of 
this Kingdom, and we (hould have had it fn our Power to 
dired or put a Stop to the Progrefi of the Anns of either 
Side, whenever we thought proper. 

To 


^o preferve the Trapqtiility of Europe is a very good and Ann. 14 Geo. II, 
k very Chriflian-like Maxim, but we have of late Years , ^7?°! 
pufhed it fo far, that it is really become ridiculous. The 
true Inteiell of this Nation is not fo much to preferve the 
Tranquility of Europe^ as to take Care of the Balance of Pow- 
er in Europe^ and for this Purpofe to take Care, that in every 
War that happens, the Parties engaged fliall be as equally 
matched as poflible, and that no one Power ihall pi^ i(s 
Succeis fo far as to bring that Balance into Danger. If the 
Emperor and Spain had an Intention to attack fr^nccy in 
confequenee of the Treaty of Vietmay we may be very well 
afliiredy they would not have attacked, or offended the Dutch 
at the fame Tinie ; and if France had been attacked by the 
united Power of the Emperor and Spatn^ the Parties engaged 
would have been fo equally matchM, that both woukl have 
taken Care not to pufh the War fo far, or in that Way, 
as might throw the Power of this Nation into the other Side 
of the Scale ; therefore, if we were to chufo, I will be bold 
to fay, we could not chufo a War in Europe that would be 
more beneficial, or lefs dangerous to this Nation, than a War 
between the Emperor and Spain of one Side^ and Era»ce alone 
on the other Side. From whence I muil fuppofe^ eithec 
that thofo who advifed the Treaty of Hanover y and the Steps 
taken in Purfuance of that Treaty, did not underfland the 
Intereft of their Country, or that they had Motives very 
diflindl from the Interefl of their Country. But after we had 
made that Treaty, and liad, by the Meafures we took in 
Purfiiance thereof, brought on a Rupture between Spain and 
us, it was very furprizing, we did not take that Opportuni- 
ty to compel the Spaniards to make Satisfaction for all the In- 
juries they had done us, and to give up, in the mofl ex- 
jprefs Terms, the unjuft Pretences they had fet up againft 
us in America^ particularly that of fearching and feizing our 
Ships, on Pretence of their having contraband Goods on 
board. 

To pretend, my Lords, that we had then nothing to afk 
from Spain but a Renewal and Confirmation of former Treaties, 
and Reparation for our Merchants, is very furprizing. Had 
ftot the Spaniards^ under Colour of thofe very IVeaties, fet 
up a Right to fearch our Ships in the Jmerican Seas, and 
to feize them, if they found fuch Goods on board as they were 
pleafed to call contraband ? Had not they, under Cplour of 
thofe very Treaties, fet up a Right to exclude us from cut- 
ting Logwood in the Bay of Honduras F Had not they, under 
Colour of thofe very Treaties, fet up a Right to build Forts 
which command, and confequently render ufelefs a great 
Part of Gibraltar ? And could we fuppofe, that any of thefe 
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Ann. i4Ceo. II. pretended Rights would be given up by a general Rene^ 
1740. and Confirmation of our former Treaties ? We ought, there- 
fore, to have infilled upon their giving up every one of thele 
pretended Rights in the moft explicit Terms. If we had 
done this, and had made them feverely fmart for the Inju- 
ries and Infults they had put upon as, we might have truiled 
to Stipulations for Reparation and Satisfadlion ; but when we 
ihewed ourfelves fo fond of Peace, as to iacrifice our undoubted 
Rights, rather than to continue or pulh the War, could wc 
exped they would fhew the leaft Regard to the Stipulations 
they made with us ? It is, therefore, afi:onifliing to hear it 
now faid, that we obtained, by the Treaty of Se^uiUe^ all 
we had to aflc at that Time from Sfatny And that Treaty *s 
having been approved of by Parliament, is of no Weight in 
this Debate ; for it is not the firft Time we have ieen a 
Minifler' condemned in a following ScfEon for a Treaty that 
has had the Approbation of a preceding Seflion of Parlia- 
ment ? 

But fuppofe, my Lords, wc were induced to accept of the 
Treaty of Seville, by a Belief that the Spaniards would per- 
form the Stipulations they had made with us, and that they 
would deiift from the pretended Rights they had fet up a^inft 
us, what was the Reafon of our fitting flill after they re- 
fuled, or moft unrealbnably delay'd to perform any Part of 
the Stipulations they had made with us, and after we found, 
that they infilled upon and profecuted dieir pretended Rights 
with as much Vigour as ever ? This was the Cafe before 
the War broke out between them and the EnAerw in 1735, 
which afforded us an excellent Opportunity for compelling 
them to perform all the Stipulations they had made with as„ 
and to give up in the moil exprefs Terms every pretended 
Right they had fet up againft us. Whether we were obliged 
to aflift the Emteror in that War or no, furely we ought 
to have taken that Opportunity for compelling Spain to do 
us Juflice. At that Time, the Court of Spain would l^ave 
done' us Juflice, if we had but infixed peremptorily upon it. 
But from the Papers upon our Table it appears, that we neve^ 
once made a peremptory Demand. This Conduft it is im- 
polTible to account for any other Way than by admitting, 
that our Miniller was afraid of doing any Thing, or even 
of afking any Thing that might give Umbrage to the Court 
of France, Inflead of afUfling our Allies, and vindicating ths 
Rights of our Country, we continued our perplexed Nego- 
tiations, without taking any one Step that could be effeftinl, 
either for preferving the Balance of Power in Europe, or for 
putting an End to the Encroachments that Spain had for fb 
many Years been making upon us. 
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% &y, my Lords, widiout taking any one Step that could Ann. H Geo. 11. 
he efiedual ; for the Preparations we made, and the Expence , ^Z j"^ 
we put ourlelves to, had a quite contrary Effed. The Court 
of France, or any other Court in Eurcjte that defires to fee 
the Ruin of this Nation, will always be glad to fee us put 
ouHelves to unneceflary Expenccs, which every warlike Pre- 
paration niufl be, when it is made before we have refolved 
to make ufe of it. Armies may be fb foMi raifed, and Squa* 
drons may be (o ^edily fitted out in this Kingdom, that, 
when any fuch are raifed or fitted out, before we have im- 
mediate Obcafion for them, I fhall always believe, and our 
natural Enemies will fuppoie, it is done not to attack them, 
but to amufe our own People. Let us recoiled what was done 
in K. Charles the Ild^s Reign. The Preparations he made, 
before and during the Treaty of Nimeguen, put the Nation 
to a vafl Expence; but had they any ESk& upon the Court 
of Trance, againil whom they were pretended to be made ? 
No, my Lords, that Court, were well a^Tured that thefb 
Preparations were made, not with a Defign to attack them, 
bat to amufe our own People ; and therefore, they \vere 
pleafed with feeing us put ourfelves to fuch a ridiculous Ex- 
pence. I hope this was not the Cafe, with regard to the 
Preparations we made during the late War between them 
and the Emperor, But whatever may be in this, I am very 
certain it is not our Preparations, but our Refolutions that 
can have any Efiefk upon the Meafures of any C6urt in 
EurtAe ; becaufe, ^without the latter, the former can fignify* 
BothiDgi and when Refolutions are taken. Preparations may 
foon be made. It was not upon that Occafion our Pre- 
parations, nor, I believe, our Refolutions, that fet Bounds to 
the Views of France : it was their finding it- impofTible for 
them to fucceed in their Defign upon Poland, and the Muf- 
co^ite Troops having obtained Leave to march thro^ the 
Entire ; for they then faw themfelves in Danger of being 
ov^powered, by the Armies brought from Mu/covy and Po* 
land to the AfUflance of the Emperor, 

This, my Lords, mufb fhew what an excellent Opportuni^ 
tf we then had for adjufling, to our own Satisfadion, all 
our Ditferences with Spain ; and for obtaining from them 
what Securities or Pledges we pleafed to infifl on, for their 
future good Behaviour in the Wefi-hdies, I am furprized 
to hear it faid, that the Spaniard^ had given us no new Caufe 
of Comfdaint. Had not they fearchra, feized, and confif- 
cated many of our Ships, after the Treaty of Seville, and be- 
fore their attacking the Emperor ? Had not our Merchants, 
the very next Year after the Treaty of SevilJe, brought new 
Lcmplaints upon that Subjed^ into Parliament ? And as to the 
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Ann. 14 Ceo. II. Orders fcnt hy the King of Spain in 1732, to his Gqvcn 
^"^ J nors in Jmerica^ on which the noble Lord was pleaied to 
la^ fo great a Streis, thofe very Orders ought to have made 
us refblve upon a Declaration of War. In thefe Orders his 
Catholic Majefly commands his Governors not to allow any 
of his Subjeds to moleft or abu(e Euglifib Ships failing in the 
jlmerican Seas, Jo long as they keep in their proper DiJtanceSf 
and are not concerned in any illicit Trade, Was not this, on 
the Part of Spain, an expreis Declaration againft the Freedom 
of our Navigation in the American Seas f Was it not an ex- 
prefs Declaration, that, notwithflanding the Treaty of Seville^ 
his Catholic Majefty would infill upon a Right to iearch our 
Ships in the American Seas ? Could we after this imagine, 
that he would ever, by fair Means, give up that Right? 
Suppofe we had at that Time had ibme Reafen to believe, 
that our CommifTaries might at laft fucceed in their Nego- 
tiation, yet, as the Freedom of our Navigation was of much 
greater Confequence, than the paltry Sum we had to ex- 
pert from that Negotiation, upon fuch a Declaration we 
ought to have recalled our Commiflaries from the Court, 
and fent qur Squadrons to the Coafts of Spain, with pro* 
per Orders for compelling what our Negotiators had been fo 
long begging for in vain. • ** 

This, my Lords, was the Cafe between Spain and us in 
1732 J and in 1733, when the War broke out between them 
and the Emperor y it was no Way mended ; for the Spaniards 
continued to infill upon their Right to confine our Naviga- 
tion in the Weft- Indies, as appeared by tfceir Cedula for re- 
floring the Ship WooUball, which Ship was by that Ceduh 
to be rcftored, unlefs taken in any fufpe3ed Courfe of Nanjt' 
gation. This happened in the B^inning of the Year 1733: 
In the Month of March of the lame Year, they committed 
a moll heinous Inlult upon us, by attacking Capt. Durell in 
his Majefty's Ship the Scarborough, and taking four of the 
Englijh Ships, then under' his Convoy, gathering Salt at the 
Ifland of Tortugas, tho' they had, by an exprefs Treaty in 
171 c, confirmed by the Treaty of Seville, acknowledged our 
Right to gather Salt in that Illand. During that whole 
Summer they not only continued their Depredations upon 
us in the American Seas, but infulted us in the Mediterranean^ 
by fearching our Ships, and carrying away Prifoners fuch 
Moors as they found on board, on Pretence of their being 
Enemies to Spain ; and before the End of that Year w^ 
perceived, or, I am fure, ought to have perceived, that the 
Negotiations of our Commiflaries would certainly end in no- 
thing. Therefore I mufl fuppofe the noble Lord did not at- 
tend to the Tranfadlions of thofe Times, or that he has for* 
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..got them, otherwife he would not have Taid, that when the A°"^ J4 Geo. IL 
War broke out between Spain and the ETnperoTy the Spaniards ^ ^ ^ j ^ 
had given us no new Ca\ife of Complaint, or that we had 
then Reafbn to hope for a full Reparation,, as to all paft 
Injuries. 

My Lords, we had then no Reafon to hope for obtaining, 
by fair Means, any Reparation for the paft, or any Secu- 
rity fpr the Time to come ; and therefore it was a moll 
amazing Piece of Conduft in us, not to embrace that Op- 
portunity for doing ourfelyes Juftice by Force of Arms. The 
Weakneis of this Conduct could not at that Time be per- 
ceived, elpecially by thofe who were willing to have a good 
Opinion of every Thing done by the Minifter, begaufe they 
could not know the Circumftances of the Negotiations be- 
tween Spain and us, and therefore eafily believed what was 
often conlidendy afferted, that we were in a fair Way of 
obtaining all we could defire by Negotiation j but now it muil 
appear to every Man that examines, even thofe Papers our 
Minifters have been pleafed to lay before Parliament, (for 
no Papers have been called for, but what they agreed to) that 
from tie very Beginning, and efpecially towards the End of 
the Year 1733, ^^ ^^^ ^^ Reafon to hope for obtaining 
• any Thing oy Negotiation 5 and therefore every impartial Man 
xnuft now conclude, that it was extremely weak, to call it 
no worfe, in our Minifter, to continue his Negotiations at a 
Time when he could not but fee, that they were vain, and 
at a Time when he had fo fair an Opportunity for vindi- 
cating the Rights and eftablilhing, I fhall not fay reftoring, 
the Honour of his Country. 

A State of Peace and Tranquility is, I fhall mofl readily 
grant, a mod defirable Thing for any Nation ; but can a 
Nation be faid to be in a State of Peace and Tran- 
quility, that is every Year at the Expence of a State of 
War, apd daily plundered and infulted by its Neighbours? 
Has not this been the Cafe of this Nation for twenty Years 
pafl ? We have every Year been keeping up great Armies, 
and fitting out expenfive Squadrons without being allowed 
to make ufe of thofe Armies or Squadrons, either for pro- 
tefting ourfelves, or for gaining fuch Advantages, as we had 
Reafon to expert from an open War, and which might 
have atoned ifor the Expence we were at, and the Damage 
we met with. But fuppofc the public Tranquility had been 
preferved, can our Minifter be faid to have done it, when 
no Diilurbance has, ever fmce his Adminiftration, happened 
in Europe^ but what has been occafioned by his Meafures? 
Or can the political Syflem of Affairs in Europe be faid to * 
J)e no Way changed, when by his Meafures a clofe Corre- 
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Ann. T4 Cm, ir. fpondence has been itftcrM between the Cottrts of Prante afll 
^J^ , Shaifiy and a Diffidence, if not Difcoidy eUabliihed between 
the Houfe of Juftria and its moft natural Allies. My Lords, 
luppofe the Power of the Houfe of Auftria were no Way 
diminiflied, nor that of the Houie of Bwrhm increaled, thb 
Tery Diffidence brings the Balance of Power into imineat 
Danger ; but it miift oe allowed, that the Power of the Hode 
of Juftria fuffered a confiderable Diminution, and that of 
die Houie of Bourbon eolt a confiderable Addition by th& 
Iffuc of the laft War ; for the Revenues of Tufiafy^ Parma^ 
and Placetaiay are far ftom being equal to thoie of the two 
Siciiies; and the Duchy of Lorain is a very great Addi- 
tion to the Power of Prance^ not only by its Situation, but 
by the Addition it will make to the Revenues of that for* 
midable Monarchy. 

The P^enchi it is true, had Garrifbns in the Towns of 
Lorain, during the War 4n Queen Jnneh Time, becauie the 
Duke was not then in a Condition to prevent it; but they 
haid not even then the Revenues of the Duchy, and were 
obliged to draw away their Garrifbns at the Peace. Whereas 
how they are to have the Revenues as wdl as the fortified 
Towns of that Duchy, and will certainly Improve both to 
the utmoU i fb that it will ferve as a Barrier for France 
againfl the En^ire^ and as an Inlet into Germany, whenever 
they have a Mind to attack it ; the dired contrary of which 
would have happened. If the Duke of Lorain had come to 
be Emperor; for he would have fortified and kept fboi^ 
Garrifons in all the Towns oi that Duchy, which would 
have prevented the French from being able to furprize it; 
and this would have made it ferve as a Barrier for the Em^ 
fire againft France, and as an Inlet to France, in cafe of 
a War between the French and the Germans, 

From thefe Circumflances, my Lords, without confidering 
the Addition made to the Houfe of Bourbon by ghring the 
two 'Sicilies to Don Carlos, it is plain, that ^e Houfo of 
Auftria was not fo powerful at the Time of the late Em- 
feror*% Death, as at any Time for /ov^/y Years pail, and 
the Houfe of Bourbon was much more powerfol than it had 
been at any Time within that Period, and much better unit- 
ed than it would have been, if proper Meafiues had been 
taken by us for preventing that Union. As to the Emperor\ 
Death, its happening before any proper Meafures had been 
taken for fettling the Aflaiis of the Empire, was certainly 
a very great Misfortune to Germany, but I doubt much lif 
jt was a Misfortune to this Nation i for the Court of Fienna 
was fo much irritated againft us, that I queilion if we could 
have got any Affiflance from thence, even tho' Frauce had 
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joined iwith Spam againft us, an3 this the Ft-ench woald pre- Ann. 14 Ceo. U. 

habl/ have aone before now, if the Eniferor\ Death had , 22^ 

not prevented it ; but their Attention is now io xauck fixt 

upon the Advantages they may reap from that Accident, that 

they muft for fome Time neglect taking Notice of what maj 

bppen between us and Spain. This* my Lords, has |»e» 

rented our being obliged to .Hand fingle and alone againft 

the united Power of France and Spain, and may procute us 

a fbnnidable Alliance, in cafe trance ihould declare againft 

us ; but if we do not manage ^our future Negotiations bettcar 

than we have done our paft, this Accident of the Emperor^t 

Death, may produce a War in Europe^ more dangerous and 

expenfive, thaQ any tkb Nation was ever engaged in; but 

whatever may be the fiiture Fate either of this Nation, or 

of Eurt^, it i^ evident from what h^s been iaid in this De* 

hate, that the prefent unlucky Situation of the Aifaii^ ojf 

lurope^ is chie&r owing to our Minifler*s having fo long 

cultivated a doie Friendfhip with the Court of France i and 

this, as I liave iaid* muH and ought to raife a Safpioioog 

that his Defign& are not very &vourable foi; the libvtiet 

of his Country. 

As to the other Grounds of Sufpicion, efjpedally thdib of 
a domeftic Nature, the Anfwers made to moft of them amr 
M chiefly in a Denial of Fa^ and as thefe Fa^ ai9 
su>% of a public Nature, I^ihaU leave them to ftand ot 
iall by their own Evidence; for I do not know what t» 
£iy to thofe who deny, that any* unnecefl^ or oppreiSve 
Laws have been pafi^ or attempted : That there are m 
Safpicions of any corrupt Practices in Parliament or at £le» 
^ons: That theMinifter has not endeavouiied' to engiofstfae 
Ear of his Sovereign ; or that he has not aiTumed the JM^ 
polal of any Foil or Office but fuch as belong to his omk 
Oeparment I fhall only obferve, that thpfe who ^re known 
to be Friends to thie Miniiler, cannot exped InftnjoadoR a9. 
to the SufpiciQiis entertained l^ the People, ftom any 9f 
thofe Peribns th^t are applying to them for Favours. Tbqp 
muft take other Methods for Information ; and if they take 
the proper Methods, they will find thefe Su^cions ^ gene- 
ral, that if t)»y have a true Regard for his Majefiy, thef 
mufl conclude, it is neither proper nor iafo for him tohavtt 
fuch a Minifter about him. 

Upon~this Subjed I ihall therefore give your Loidihips no. 
farther Trouble ; but there was a Rule laid down hy the 
noble Loxd that fpoke la0, or rather an Exceptioii to a ge-^ 
neral Rule, whkh I muft beg Leave ta take Notico of. 
The noble Lord admitted, that the King ought not to take; 
Notice ^ any Gentkmiui's Behavipur in P^lkmei^ ; but he. 
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Ann. t4 Cco.ll. ^i^uie an Exception which I cannot admit of. He faii 
1740. the King might fo fiir take Notice of a Gentleman's Beha- 
viour in Parliament, as to turn him out of his Service, if he 
there patronized any Jacobitifli or Rupublican Schemes. My 
Lords, this is an Exception that totally deflroys the Rule ; 
for every Oppofition to a Minifter's Meaiures will by him be 
called a Jacobitifh or Republican Scheme fer difireiling the 
Adminiftration. His Majefty is to truft to his Parliament; 
lor while he does fb, he will have no Reafbn to be afraid 
of fuch Schemes. The Houfe itfelf would fend any Mem- 
ber to the Tov:erf that ihould dare to introduce any fuch 
Scheme ; and therefore, if the Houfe takes Notice of a Gen- 
tleman*s Behaviour, his Majejfty ought not to believe, that 
k was either Jacobiti(h or Republican. Even th^ noble Lord 
who made this Exception admits, that no fuch Cafe has lately 
Ikappened, but fays, that his prefent Majefty never difmiffed 
any one from his Service on Account of his Behaviour, in 
Parliament. I (hall not fay he has ; but feveral Members 
both of this and the other Hou(e, have been difmifled 
lor no other Reafon that could be guefled at ; and as theii* 
Difmiflion unluckily happened, juft after their having op- 
poied, in Parliament, fome favourite Scheme of the very Mi- 
nifter whofe Condudt is now under our Cbnftderation, the 
World will believe, that there was no other Reafbn for dif- 
mifting them, and that this very Minifter was the Peribn that 
gave luch a pernicious Advice to his Sovereign.- 

This, my Lords, was a Belief more generally cftaHiflicd 
in this Nation than any other Belief we have amongft us, 
long before he made the Declaration that has been menti- 
oned in this Debate ; but by that Declaration he has made 
this Belief certain, and has, in my Opinion, made it incon* 
fiftent with the Dignity of any Lord in this Houfe to give 
a Negative to this Queftion ; for after that Declaration, con- 
iidering what has fince happened, the World will fuppofe, 
that every Negative to this Queftion proceeds from the Fear 
of loiing, or die Hopes of getting fome Bbft or Penfion from 
the Crown, It will therefore be inconfiftent with our Dig- 
nity to put a Negative upon this Motion ; and I am fur- 
prized to hear the noble and learned Lord call it a fevere 
Sentence, or fay that it is not confiftent with our known 
Juftice and Impartiality, to agree to this Addrefs, without M 
hearing the Minifter in his own Defence. My Lords, it is 
nothing like a Sentence : In agreeing to fuch an Addrefs we 
do not aft in our judicative Capacity : We aft only as the 
great and fupreme Council of the Nation, and as fuch we 
are obliged to give the beft Advice we can to our Sovereign : 
For this Reafon, fuch Addreffes have generally been agreed 
V . to 
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to without hearing the Minifter concerned ; becaufe upon fuch A^* '^ ^^' ^^• 
Occafions we are not to coniider the Guilt" or Innocence of ^ JZ^^ 
the Minifter, but the Safety of the Crown and th<f Intereft 
of the Nation ; and in all Cafes where we' think either of 
thefe immediately at Stake, we ought to offer our Advice, 
let the Confequences be what they will. 

I (hall grant, my Lords, that by our Conftitution his Ma- 
. jefty is not peremptorily obliged to follow our Advice upon 
this Subjeft, no more than upon any other ; but is this a 
Reaibn for our not doing our ^ Duty? If we think, that his 
Majefty's continuing an unpopular Minifter in his Service, 
may alienate from him the Hearts and AfFc6lions of his 
People : If we think, that a Minifter has betrayed the In- 
terefts of his Country, either by his Weaknefs or Wicked- 
nefs ; is it not our Duty, as his Majefty's chief Council, to 
advife him to difmifs fuch a Minifter ? And ftiall we fail m 
our Duty towards our Sovereign, becaufe we appfthend, that - 
Minifter may have fuch an Influence over him as to pre- 
vent his following our Advice ? My Lords, I do not think 
it confiftent with the Refpeft we owe to our Sovereign,, to 
entertain any fuch Apprehenfions 5 and, I am fure, it would 
be no Sign of Affeftion or Duty in a Minifter, to continue 
in his Majefty's Service, after either Houfe of Parliament 
has addrelfed for his being removed. Therefore if we agree 
to this Addrefs, we ought to fuppofe, either that the King, 
out of his wonted Prudence, will remove the Minifter, or 
that the Minifter, out of his Fidelity to his Prince, will re- 
move himfelf, by refigning all his Employments, and retiring 
from his Majefty's Councils and Prefence. 

To pretend, my Lords, that to remove a Minifter, would 
be an Injury done him, unleis he had done fomething to 
deicrve being difinifled, is a very extraordinary Sort of Define. 
Is not the King Maftcr of his Servants ; and has not every 
Mafter aRight to remove anyone of his Servants without affign- 
ing a Reafon ? Tlie Parliament has a Right to advife the 
King what Servants he may employ, becaufe they are em- 
ployed in conducing the Affairs of the Nation ; b\it no Man 
has a Right to be employed, or to continue in any Employ- 
ment not granted to him for Life, or for a Term of Years; 
and the Parliament's deiiring the Removal of any Servant or 
Minifter, is as good a Reafon as the King can have for re- 
moving him. It would be a moft pernicious Advice to tell 
the King, that he ought to confider, whether the Addrefs of 
his Parliament be well^or ill founded. But fuppofe the King 
fhould follow fuch pernicious Advice, and deny the Requeft 
of his Parliaiiient, this might, it probably wodld, and it ought 
to raife an Animofity in both Hoafes of Parliament againft 
1740, 5 B thci 
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Ann. 14 Gw.IT. ^^^ Minifter ; bat it could raifc no Animofity againft th« 
1740. King ; and I hope the Patlir.ment of Great Britain will al- 
*^— ^*^" ' J ways be able to pull any Minifler from behind the Throne ; 
for if it fhould not, that very Inability would be a Difib- 
lation of our Coniiitution, and therefore we fliould have no 
Rcafcn to apprehend tlie Conllitution's being brought into 
any Danger by our making the Experiment. If our happy 
Ccnflicution be yet entire, we may depend upon Succefs: If 
it be already diffolvcd, we have nothing to fear : But by 
making the Experiment, we have fometKing to hope ; be- 
caufe we may thereby rellore our Coniiitution ; and there- 
fore I am for agreeing to the Addreis propofed. 

The Queflion being at laft put upon this Motion, it was 
carried in tiie Negative by the Numbers as follows, 'vix. 

Contents 47, Proxies 12, in all 59, Not Contents 89, 
Proxies 19, in all 108. 

Which Motion occafionod the following Protefb. 

Dijfeutient'* 
Pro'-c^s tipon i- * Btcaufe we are perfuaded that a fble, or even a firft 
tj.is Motion. MiniHer, is an Officer unknown to the Law of Britain^ in- 
confiilent with the Coniiitution of this Country, and dellruc- 
I tive of Liberty in any Government whatfoever ; and it plainly 

\ appearing to us, that Sir Robert IVaipok has, for many Years 
rxled, as fuch, by taking upon Jiimielf the chief, • if not the 
fole Dii ed'tion of Affairs, in the different Branches of the A^- 
miniflration, we could not but elleem it to be our indiijpen- 
fib!e Duty, to offer our moil humble Advice to his Ma- 
jelly, for the Removal of a Miniiler fo dangerous to the King 
and the Kingdoms. 

2. Ikcaufe we think it appeared in the Debate, that, 
in many Indances, of infinite Confequence to the Intereft 
of the Public, he has grofly abufed the , exorbitant Power 
which he illegally poffeffed himfelf of, particularly in the 
Management of the public Treafure. And this, we con- 
ceive, mull plainly appear to every impartial Perfon who 
recolledls, that, for thcfc twenty Years pail, this Kingdom 
has paid thclargeil Taxes that ever were impofed upon 
it in the Time of Peace; and yet that the public Debts 
remain much^as they Hood at the Time when this Gentleman 
fi ril entered upon the Management of the Treafury j and that 
the Civil-Lift, alfo, the largeil that was ever granted to the 
Crown, is, as we have the Itrongeft Reaibns to believe^ ooa- 

^ fidcrably in Debt at this 7'ime. » 

3. Bscaufe we conceive it was plainly proved in former 
Debates, that the Army, fo greatly expenfive to this King- 
dom, and which only was granted by Parliament for die 
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Defence of It, had been managed, both as to Rewards and Ann, 14 Geo. 11. 
Punifhments, in fuch Manner as to make it of no military ^ ^ '7 '^°' 
Ufe, but on the contrary, to render it fubfervient, as we 
apprehend, to the very worft of Purpofes, the influencing Elec- 
tions without Doors,^ and Votes within. 

4. Becaufe we are perfuaded, that the vaft Sums of Mo- 
ney, granted on different Heads for Sea Servic^ cannot pof- 
fibly have been faithfully applied ; there having been as 
much Money granted by Parliament in the laft fix or feven 
Years, upon the feveral Heads applicable to th-* repairing and 
rebuilding our Ships, as would have been fufficient to rebuild 
the whole Fleet of Britain from the Keels of the Ships, and 
have put them thoroughly equipped to Sea : And yet it is 
moil notcrioufly true, that, fmce this War began, a very 
great Number of Ships have appeared to be in the woril 
Condition tor Sea-Semce that ever they were known to be in 
the Memory of Man, and many of them fcarcely lit for 
Sf it head Expeditions ; Ships having failed out of the River, 
deftin'd, as was pretended, for foreign Service, that have 
with Difficulty been able to fwim into the Docks of Port/- 
mouth or Plymouth for further Repairs. 

5. Becaufe we apprehend that, by the Condufl of Sir 
Robert Walpoky in relation to foreign Affairs during the 
Courfc of his Adminiflration, the Balance of Power in Europe 
has becQ deilro^'d; the Houfc oi Bourbon has been aggran- 
dized in nytny Inftances, particularly by the ^Addition of Lo- 
rain. The Houfe of Aujiria has been deprefs'd by the Lois 
of Part of ^the Duchy of Milan^ and. the whole Kingdoms 
of t^afks and Zici\y : And if fuch a Change in the Syftem 
of Europe, occafioncd by tlie Mifconduil of any Minifter 
whatfoever, would be criminal, we cannot think it the lefs 
fi) in one who join'd in the Profecution of the Authors pf 
tile Treaty of Utrecht^ upon the particular Charge of having 
reduced the Houfe of Aufiria too low, and left the Houic 
of Bourhon too powerful. 

6. Becaufe it is a Faft not to be contradicted, that the 
Spaniards werc permitted quickly to pofFefs tliemfelves of the 
land belonging to our moft important Fortrefs of Gihralfar, 
which this Kingdom was in Pofleflion of, by virtue of the 
Ttcatyr of Utrecht, till the laft Siege of that Place, by which 
Penmffion Fortifications were erefted, and Batteries rais'd 
upon the faid Ground by the Spaniards, whereby the Ufe 
<^f the advantageous Bay of Gibraltar is loft to England, 
and our Ships ever fmce forced to anchor both inconveniently 
^d dangeroufly under the Walls of the Town ; and what ' 
naturally raifes the ftrongeft Sufpicions in us of this unwar- 
rantable Proceeding, is, that a Britijh Admiral, (ooii after, 
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Ann. 14 G«o. 11, was at CaJix with a powerful Squadron of Ships of the 
1740. Line, at the Time the Spaniards thus unjuftly broke their 
Treaty, and that Admiral quietly and undifturbed left them 
in Poiieflion of that Ground, and convoyed their Troops to 
take Pofllflion of the Dominions of Tu/cany, 
' 7. Bccaufe the Papers upon our Table, delivered to this 
Houle from the CommifHoners of the Cuftoms, do plainly 
prove, that *Lir Rchert H'alpolej by publicly conniving for 
many Years at the Trade carried on with this Nation from the 
Port of Dunkirk, has given up the 9th Article of the Treaty 
of Utrecht y which we cannot but look upon as a high Mif- 
demeanour, and the greater Crime in him, that no Man 
what fee vcr declared himfelf with more paffionate 2^eal than 
he did, againft the Authors of the Treaty of Utrecht, for 
having favoured France in mod of the Articles of that 
Treaty j in Confequence of which Behaviour, it became pc- 
, culiarly his Duty to preferve inviolably thofe Articles in it, 
which were inconteflably ftipulated for the Intereft of this 
Crown and Nation. 

Bridgivatery Wejlmoreland, Macclesfeldy' Litchfield, 
Halifax, R. LitcLJidld and Coientry, 7alhot, 
Buccleugh, Bruce, Man/el,, Cobham, Clinttn, 
Denbigh, Falmouth, R. Lincoln, B^rklhire, Aykifori, 
Beaufort, Carlijle, Bathurjt, Exeter, Ha'verjham, 
Abingdon, St. John de Bletfoe, Ward,- Greenwich, 
Gower, Che^erfeld, Briftol, Bedford, Hereford, 

After the Determination of the foregoing QuefUon, the 
** Duke of Marlborough rofe up and (poke as follows : 

^, -J - * My Lords, though your Patience muft undoubtedly be 
^ffflb^rouj^'a wearied by the unufual Length of this Day's Debate, a De- 
Spccch. ^^^^ protradled in my Opinion, not by the Difficulty of 

the Queflion, but by the Obftinacy of Prejudice, the Ardor 
of Paffion, and the Defire of Vi£lory ; yet I doubt not but 
the Regard which this Houfe has always paid to the Safety 
and Happinefs of the State, will incline you to fupport the 
Fatigue of Attention a litde longer, and to hear with your 
ufual Impartiality, another Motion. 

The Propofition which I am about to lav down, my 
Lords, is not fuch as can admit of Controveriy ; it is fach 
a {landing Principle as was always acknowledged even by 
thofe who have deviated from it. Such a known Truth as 
never was denied^ though it appears fometimes to have been 


forgotten. 


But;, 


But, my Lords, as it never can be forgotten without In.Ann.14Gco.II, 
jury to particular Perfons, and Danger to the State in ge- .^ ^^^ . 
neral, it cannot be too frequently recoUefted, or too firmly - "^^ ' 
cflablilhed ; it ought not only to be tacitly 'admitted, but 
publickly declared, fince no Man's Fortune, Liberty, or Life 
can be iafe, where his Judges ihall think themfelves at Li- 
berty to aft upon any other Principle. I therefore move, y^„^ Motion 
That any Attempt to inflid any Kind of Punifhment, on any for a Ccnfure 
Perfon without allowing him an Opportunity to make his on any At- 
Defencc, or without any Proof of any Crime or Mifdemeanor tempt ^ to pu- 
committed by him, is contrary to natural Juftice. The funda- "|^ without a 
mental Laws of this Realm, and the andent, eftablifli'd Ufage «ea"nS) *^- 
of Parliament, and is a high Infringment of the Liberties of the 

Subjcft. 

The Duke of D^on/hire. 

* My Lords, though the Motion made by the noble Duke, The Duke of 
is of fuch a Kind, that no Oppofition can be expedled or ^'^onfinu, 
feared, yet I rife up to fecond it, left it (hould be imagined 

that what cannot be rejefted, is yet unwillingly admitted. 

That where this Maxim is not allowed and adher'd to, ' 
Rights and Liberties are empty Sounds, is unconteftably evi- 
dent ; If this Principle be foifaken. Guilt and Innocence ate 
equally fecure, all Caution is vain, and all Tellimony ufe- 
Ids. Caprice will in our Courts fupply the Place of Rea- 
fon, and all Evidence mull give Way to Malice, or to 
Favour. 

I hope therefore, my Lords, that your Regard to Juftice, 
to Truth, and to your own Safety, will influence you to 
confirm this great and felf-evident Principle by a ftanding 
Rcfolution, that may not only reftrain Oppreflion in the 
pidLUt Age, but dired the judiciary Proceedings of our 
Succtfibrs. 

The Lord Lovel. 

* My Lords, Liberty and Juftice muft always fupport ^ach ti. r j 
other, they can never long flourifti apart, every temporary £^*,/^ ^^ 
Kxpf Jient that can be contrived to preferve or enlarge Li- 

bcicy by Means crbitrary and oppreffive, forms a Precedent 
which may in Time be made ufe of to violate or deftroy 
it. Liberty is in EfteA fufpended, whenever Injuftice is pra- 
ftifed ; for what is Liberty, my Lords, but the Power of 
doing Right without Fear, without, Controul, and without 
Danger. '' 

But, my Lords, if any Man may be condemned unheard, 
if Judgment may precede Evidence, what Safety, or what 
Confidence can Integrity afford ? It is in vain that any Man 
means well, and z& prudendy, it is even in vain that he 
can prove the Juftice and Prudence of his Conduct. £y 
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Abb, T4Geo. 11. By Liberty, my Lords, can never be meant the Prlvv- 
i74o» ^ jggg Qf doing Wrong without being accountable, becaufe Li'- 
^ ^ berty is always fpoken of as Happinefs, or one of the Means 

to Happinefs, and liappinefe and Virtue cannot be feparat- 
cd. The great Ufe of Liberty muft therefore be to prefer ve 
JuiHce from Violation, Juftice the great public Virtue, by 
which a Kind of Equality is difFufed over the whole Socie- 
ty, by which Wealth is reftrained from Oppreflion, and In- 
feriority preferved from Servitude. 

Liberty, general Liberty muft imply general Juflice ; for 
wherever any Part of a State can be' unjuft with Impunity, 
the reft are Slaves. That to condemn any Man uftheard is 
opprcflive and unjuft, is beyond Contro vefy demonftrable, and 
that no fuch Power is claimed byyo^r Lordihips, will, I 
hope, appear from your Refolutions. 

The liord Govjcr, 

The Lord * My Lords, to the Principle laid down by thofe noble 

Cwmtr, Lords, I have no Objeftion, and concur with them in hop- 

ing that all our Proceedings will contribute to eftablifh it; 
but why it (hould be confirmed by a formal Refolution, why 
the Houfe fliould folemnly declare their Aflent to a Maxim 
which it would be Madnefs to deny, it is beyond my Pe- 
netration to difcover. 

Though the noble Lord's Pofition cannot be controverted, 
yet his Motion, if it is defigned to imply any Cehfure of 
the Proceedings of this Day, may reafonably be rejefteij, 
and that fome Cenfure is intended, we may conjedlure, be- 
caufe, no other Reaibn can be given why it was not ipade 
at fome other Time.' 

The Earl of Hallifax. 

mVy*'^ ®^ • My Lords, that a Cenfure is intended will, I iuppofe, 
««//i/4*, ^^^ ^ denied, and that fuch a Cenfure is unjuft muft doubt- 

lefs be the Opinion of all thoie who are fuppofed to have 
incurr'd it, and it will therefore not be wondered that ths 
Motion is oppofed by them, as indecent and calumnious: 
Late as it is, my Lords, I will not for my Part fufFer fuch 
an Indignity without Oppofition, and (hall think my Con- 
fcience and my Honour require, that I fhould not be over- 
borne by Perfeverancc or by Numbers, but that I fliould, i( 
I cannot convince the noble Lords by Argument, of the Im- 
propriety of the Motion, record my Reafons againft it, 
which may pcrhap* be more candidly received by Pofterity. 

Tk 
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Ann. J^Gco, It. 
The Lord Ta&ot, i74o« 

* My Lords, it is not without Indignation that I hear a Motion The Lord 
{o injurious to my own Honour, and to that of the noble Lords ^'«^^*'^» 
who have concurred with me in the laft Debate, nor with- 
out Contempt that I obferved the Motion confounded with 
the Pofitions contained in it ; the low Subtility of fuch Con- 
du;ft is no lefs to be defpifed than the Malice to be abhorred. 

Fifty nine Lords are here branded as Strangers or Ene- 
mies to the firft Principle of judicial Equity, for doing what 
will entitle them to the general Applaufe of every Man in 
the Kingdom that has the full Poffeffion of his Underftand- 
ing or the free Ufe of his Senfes; of every Man that can 
dillinguifti Truth or feel Oppreffion. 

They have endeavoured to refcue dicir Country from the 
Rapine of Penfioners, and the Tyranny of an Army, from 
perpetual Taxes, and ufelels Expences, they have attempted 
to expofe the Errors of arrogant Ignorance, and to depreis 
the Power of Greatneis founded on Corruption and fwelling 
beyond legal Rellraints, 

That for fuch Attempts they are vilified and reproached, 
is not to be obferved without Indignation and Ailonifhment ; 
Aflonifhment which nothing could abate but the Recollec- 
tion of the Situation of thofe Lords who have united to 
promote fo unjuft a Cenfure. , 

Let us^ my Lords, confider the Circumilances of the three 
noble Lords by whom this Motion has been made and fup- 
ported, let us take a View of their Conduct, and confider 
the vifible Motives to which' it may be afcribed, their Places, 
their Dependence*-— -—« 

The Earl of Chohumdeky. 

* My Lords, I rife thus abruptly to prefertc that Order The Barl of 
and Decency which is eflential to public Councils, and i^'CholmQuitUy^ 
ticularly fuitable to the Dignity of this Allembly, which can 
only become a Scene of Tumult and Confufion by fuch 
Methods of Debate, and lofe that Refped which it has hi- 
therto preferved, not only by the Juftice of its Determina- 
tions, but by the folemn Grandeur of its Procedure. 

The Motion, my Lords, is allowed to contain nothing but 
what every Man avows in Speculation, and obferves, or ought 
to obferve, in public Tranfadlions, and yet thofe that oSer 
and fupport it are reprefented as Abettors of Oppreffion, and 
Inftruments of Tyranny. 

It 
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Ann. 1 4 Geo. ft, It is furely wonderful, my Lords, thatthofe who are fo fo- 
'74 0* licitous for the Prefervation of their own Honour, and fo 
^'"^ ' diligent to obviate the mod remote Reflexion that may 
glance upon it, fhould not remember, that the feme Deli- 
cacy may raife in othcn the fame Refentment, when their 
Reputation is openly attacked ; and that while they are af- 
ferting the Right of the Minority to an Exemption from Ccn- 
fure, they (hall not allow the greater Number, at lead an 
equal Claim to the fame Privilege.* 

The Lord Talbot. 

Thf Lord * My Lords, whether any thing has efcaped from me that 

74/6«f. deferve fuch fevcre Animadverfions, your LordQiips mull de- 

cide. For what I might intend to fay, fince by the Inter- 
ruption of that noble Lord, I was hindered from proceeding, 
I hope I fhall not be accountable. 

Not that I acknowledge myfelfto have aflerted anything 
either contraiy to Law, or to the Privileges of the Houfe, or 
inconfiftent with the Charafter of an independent Lord, a 
Charafler which I fhall always eadeavour to preferve, and 
which I will not forfeit for the Smiles of a Court, the Dig- 
nity of high Employment, or the Affiaences of a Penfion. 
Nor, my Lord, whenever the Neceffities of ray Country 
require that I fhould fpeak my Sentiments with Freedom, 
will I be awed into Silence and SubmifEon, but will fet any 
Tbwer at Defiance that fhall dare to reflrain me. 

I pretend not, my Lords, to be always in the Right, I 
claim no other Merit than that of meaning wdl, and when 
I am comrinced, after proper Examination, that I am engaged 
on the Side of Truth, I will trample cfn that Infelence Sat 
ihall command me to fupprefs my Sentiments. . 

When I reflect, my Lords, on the DiflrefTes of my Qmntry, 
when I obferve the Security and Arrc^^ce, of thofe whom 
1 coniidier as the Authors of the pubKc Miferies, I cannot 
ahMays contain my Refentment, I may perhaps fometimes 
Itert out into uiJbecoming Tranfport^, and fpeak in Terras 
not very cetemoniouy of fuch abandon'd fudi detellable — — * 
But as this is, perhaps, not the Language of the Houie, 
i fhall endeavour to reprefs it, and hope that the Bounds of 
Decency have never been fo far tranfgrefled by me that! 
fhould be expofed to the Cenfure of your Lordfhips.* 

The Earl of Abingdon, 

The £ul of * My Lotds, the prefent Motion is undoubtedly joft, but 
^Abin^dun. by no means necefiary, or particularly adapted to the prefent 

Time. 
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time. It contains a generri Principle, xmoanttAcS, and efta- Ann. i40eo. II. 
Uiibed. A Frindpfe which this AfEbaAAy has never denied, ' ^^' . 
and ^m wMdi I know n^t that ft has ever dqaited. * 

As -tiiere is therefore no partictdar Neceffi^ of confirming 
it by ti new Sxfelution, aiKl as the piefent Time feems Ids 
pioper chftn -any other, I cannot but dodare my Opinion, that 
to rdume it^ at ibme other Time <<rHl be more prudent, than 
to give the Lords who think their Condud eenfured, any 
OorafioQ xif iteietitnent •r Difctmtent.* 

The Lord Carteret, 

* My Lords, the Maxiiti laid ddwn in the prelent Motion, The Lord 
is in ilfidi' inooateftabi^, and fo far from any incofifiilency with ^^teret, 
the former, that as there w^ no Reaibn for making it, there 

is, in my Optnioo, none for op{$ofing it; as it may at any 
Time be made, it xaay at any Time be properly pafled : And 
I hope that cor Umnimity on this Occafion will fhow that 
Truth bow ever unfeaibfia^ advanced, will> in this Honfe, 
be always received. 

But, left the noUe Im^ who have oppofed the Motton, 
ihoold think thdr fioneitf engaged in continuiag i9ie 0|>- * 
p)iition, I take the Liberty, my Lords, to mtove that the 
previous Queilion mwy ibe f ut.* 

Other ItfMds ^dlse cm ^th Sides, md at kft, the pre- DWifioo oik 
tious Qucftion was pi« by the Lord CbanceUor and carried, ^^^^^1^^^ 

Difentient* 

* Becaafe we think 'Ais Queftion ought not to hate been Protcftehereon 
1^ at this Time, for though the Propofition contained in 

It is undoubtedly «nie 4fL itfelf ; yet we apprehend tt to be 
nowife applicable to the Point which had been fo long de- 
bated the Attic Day. For we conceive that public IMHty 
Bkay' render it neceflary that a Perfon ihould be removed 
fiom an Office, and yet ^t Removal cannot be deemed 
a Puniihment ; for Inftance, hi the Cafe of Incapacity. Sure- 
ty then, wilful NegkAs^ Breach of Duty, and evident Mal- 
yeriation in an OQpe, may jullly require this great Council 
of State to prefent an 4Hl»ble Addreis to Jiis Majpfly for 
the Removal of any Pei*fon guilty of futh Crimes, in or- 
wr to prevent public Detriment. And we cannot appre- 
^nd, that the Motien ^idi- occafioned the former Debate, 
J^ by no Means void off Proofs, fince the Treaties and 
^pcra referred to (beiiig »s Records in the foflijffion of the 
"Oufe) and the Notoridy xl( many Fa6b alledge4, were, in 
«tt Opinion, equal t#-a Gloiid of WitnefTes. -For tbefe Rea- 
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i4Geo,u.(jyQ^ althoi^h we agree to the Matter GontsinM in the QoeT- 

^^ * tion, and, a£Hng in our judicial Capacity, would never err 
from the Rules kid down in it, yet wt cannot but wiih the 
Qieftion had been kid afide, kft a wicked Minifter here- 
after ihouki think himfelf iecure in his Office, if he caniic»t 
be brought peribnally to anfwer at the Bar of this Houie» 
and Witnefles FHw vocf, cannot be produced.* 

Signed by the Names as befbte, vnA. 
the Addition of Sawdwicb. 

AU&of the Lords who voted for and ag^unft the fiift Mbtioii. 
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id. Chamberlain. 
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Gado^hin 

Duke j« 
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Sutbirland 
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Martm 

Bedford 

Loudan 
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Jhmmore 

Bridgwater 
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Oxford 
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Bockingbam 
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Ward 
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Carteret . Ma/ham 

Ha*vttjham Batburfi 

Giyiver Romney 

Montjty Ta&ot, 
Mafr/e/ 

February 26, 1740-4 1. The Order of the Thy bting fcad 
for the fecond R^ing of the Bill entituleci Jn A» Jhr the 
better fecw'mg the Freedom of Parliaments by &miting A Vmn- 
ber of Officers in the Houfe of Commons, The USi Bill' was 
read a fecond Time, and & being movM to commit the BK, 
the fame was ot9c£lHl t»* After Debate, the OgMmt i»as 
put, Whether die (aid Wi fhall^be committed ? £r fM» rt- 
toived in the N^Htsft; Content 44. Not Content 6}. 

Northan^totH Siafiibury, Stasfbofe^ Cl^ltm. 

Diffentienf 

1. ■ Becaule we coMtife^ that our Conftitution itlelf petnts 
froteft on re- out this Bill, as clie of il» principal Securities | » dtaeFoixe 
lifting the and Independency of thr three fcvcral Conftifnenr Rtfts of 
rl«fc.i*ilJ. ^jj^ Supreme Legifhtive fWcr, being required by the %)irit 
of our Conftitution,. and ayblutely nece^lary to itt £3ri^nce. 
If any one of their bnomes dependeat' an ihe other, the 
Conflitution is danoerooAf altered : But if any tivo becdilie 
dependent on the tnivl, k is totally fubverted, and the wi^ 
Eftablifhment that ever wti formed of a free GowKMinem, 
flirinks and degenerates lotv a Monarchical and Ariflocratkd^ 
or Democratical FadttoMw We therefore thinic wt caowot be 
too careful in prdviding againfl whatever may, at any Time, 
zScSi this jufl Poiz^ mI ncceflary Independency of tHe three 
EfUtes. KxA tine Cavttroir feems the more reqoKci^, now, 
when, from the iwvitabfe' Variation of Things, Ea^iey- 
ments are become- «aneediB^y numerous, and are yet fiuther 
artfully fjplit, divided, fuhdivided, and encreafed in Value, 
^n order lor adob both Extent and Weight to their lE^oence. 
Two hundred £mplo|3Kiaui are diftributed in the preTent 
Houfe of Coiiimona; a dangerous Circumflance I Ant^whic^, 
i^ it could have bnsi; f6ret»ld to our Anceilors even in the 
latter End of the lall Century, the Prcdiftion would have 
been rejef^ed by them ste Cbimericaly or, if believ^ la- 
mented as Fatal; and ftottld the Number of EmployineiHs 
continue to encreaie in. thi^ fame Proportion, even 'tee tsay 
live to fee, for want of this Bill, a cotiftant Majority of 

PhcmB, 
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n^cmin meeting nnfe tftc Name of a Parliament, to cfta-Ann, i40«o.n, 
Wflh Grievances irfftead of rcdreffing them j to approve im- 1741. 
jdicitiy the Meafures of a Court without Information; to 
fapport and yJrife^ the Minilters they onght to controul or 
porafhy and to grant Money <ivtthttt Account, or it may be, 
nmthmt Bounds. In which Cafe, the remaining Forms of our 
Conftitntion would, by creating a fetal Dehilion, become our 
greatefl; Grievance. 

2. Thd' we don't abfolutely affert, That Employments ne- 
ce flai ' iiy mufl:, yet we cannot fuppofe, that they never will, 
ntflueRCe the Votes and Condud of the Gentlemen of the 
Houfeof Commons; for fach a.Suppofition would be equally 
iccmcKifive agaihft all the A6b of ftirliament now in Force, 
IffRiting the Number of Officers of any kind in that Houfe ; 
and, in 2 Cafe of fiach Importance, we think it would be 
the Mgbeft Imprudence, to truft the very Being of our Confti- 
MCiDi^ to bare PoifilMlities ; efpecially ii an Experience (which 
we father chufe to hint at than enlarge upon) fhould give us 
fA Rcaibn to iufped, that former Parliaments have felt the 
£fibfto# thw baneful Influence, almoft allPerfons in £m{^y- 
SMQts having TOted invariably on the fame Side of the Qi^eiti^ 
on, often ^ainft the kaown and figured Senle of their Con- 
fiixaaasy and fometimes perhaps even coatiary to their own 
prmee Declarations ; and no iooner did. th^ preiume to devi- 
see from the Minifterial Track, than they were diveHsd ci thofe 
Emplbynents that failed of their intended Influence, fiut, adi- 
flMtting that the preient Houfe of Commons has kept itielf 
^ttofi . untaintedly pure from fuch Follittion ; yet we think it 
itecef&ry» not to expofe future Parliaments to fuch a Trial^ 
jaor the Conftitution to the Uncertainty of the Decifion. 

3. Becauie, though it fhould be granted, that this Bill 
woald have reflrained in ibme Degree the Liberty of the 
EledofSy that Obje^ioB has no Weight upon this OccaiiOQ» 
every Law being, in fbme Degree, a Reilraint upcm the 
natural Liberty of Man, but yet Juftly enaded, wherever 
the Good oi the Whole (which fhould be the Objeft of 
every Law) is promoted thereby; and we apprehend, that 
this Reftraint is of fuch a Nature, that thole only will be 
uncaiy under it who intended to abufe the Liberty. The 
Votes of the Electors of Great Britain ^ ifunbiafTed, would ra» 
rely concur in the Choice of Perfons who were the avowedCrea- 
tures of a Minifter, known Dependants on a Court, and utterly 
unknown to thofe who eleft them. But if, in an Age, when 
Luxury invites Corruption, and Corruption feeds Luxury, 
there is too much Reafon to fear, that the People may be 
prevailed upon, in many Places by a Pecuniary Influence, 
to give their Votes to thofe whom their uninfluenced Sen- 
's timents 
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j|a0. i^CtoJl. timents woold rejeft with Indignation and Contempt, 
174'- , thiok it necdBaiy to lay this jaft and conftitutoinial fiefiraist 
* upon the Liberties of Some, as the only Means to pscfenre 
the Liberties of All. By former A&s of Parliament, the £kc- 
tors are already debarred from ele&ing Peribns in certain 
confidcrable Employments ; and in the Ml for frefer<uja». our 
Conftitutm^ by fettling the Crown upon the pefent Royal 
Family, it was enaded. That no Peribn whatk)ever in £ai» 
ployment fhould be capable of being chofen a Member of 
the Hottie of Commons. Such was then the Spirit of liberty^ 
that even this Total Exdufion could not be tefli&d^ nor 
could the Repeal of it afterwards be obtained, without cii« 
a£king a Limitation of Placemen allowed to fit in the Houfe 
of Commons, and a new Ekdion of eveiy Perfon who, whiliE 
he wa^ a Member of that Houfe, liquid accept of any En^- 
ployment under the Crown ; as likewife a Total ( we wiih we 
could fay an Effisdual) Exduiion of all Periprts holding Em- 
ployments eredled iince the paifing of that ASc ; and there is 
no Reaibn to dpubt, but that the iame Spirit of Precaution 
would, upon the &me conflitutional Principles, have been car- 
ried much farther at that Time, could it then have been 
&Heen or imagined, that the Exduiion of ibme Ci'vil Officers 
would have been lendered ufeleis, by the Introdu£lion of la 
many MilUmy ones ; and fo many Peribns in Employments^ 
infinitely inferior, both in Rank and Profit, to thofeescdoded 
by thefe feveral A£b, could ever have been by any Means 
cledcd into Parliament : and indeed it feems to ns highly in- 
congruous, that Inferior Clerks^ and Jttendants of Offices, wfaii 
have not Seeits in the Prefence of their Mafiert^ fhould be 
admitted to havff Seats in the Legi/Iaturey and therefore become 
the Check and Controul of their Maflers themfelves. 

4. Becaufe we do not apprehend, that the Freedom of Par- 
liament is now in the lead fecured by the Obligation laid 
upon all Members of the HouTe of Commons, who accept any 
Employment under the Crown of being re-deded. Experience 
having (hewn us, that this ieeming Security is for the moft 
Part become inefiedual, there being very few Infianoes of 
Peribns failing in fuch Re-cleftions, tho* utter Strangers to 
their Elcftors ; and it is natural to fuppofe, that, when the 
Means of Corrupting are greater, theSucccfs of the Candidate 
recommending himfelf, by Corruption only, will not be left. 

5. Becaufe we obferve with Concern, that a Bill of this Na- 
ture has been already thrice rejcdlcd by this v&ry Houfe of 
Comipons, and not been allowed to be committed^ fb as to 
have it known how far it was propofed to extend, which ii^ 
our Opinions, implied a firm Refolution not to admit of any 
further Eiclufion of Employments whatfoever: Whereas, in 

this 
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tkis kft SeffiiMi of this F^liaxnent, this Bill wai^ftnt i^ toA1n.14C4a.IL 
, us^ after liavii^ pafled diio' sdl the Forms of the othetHottfe . ^^ 1- 
witkwt the leadl Oppoikion. This we conceive can only pn>- 
ooed either from their Conviction at kft of the Neceility of iath 
^ Billy of which they are furdy the propereil Judges, or in Com- 
pliance with the almoftf univerial Infbodipns of their Cbnfti- 
tuents, whofe Voice we think ought to have (ome Weight 
even here ; or laftly, to delude their Conilituents themfelves, 
by tacitly conienting to what they were either told, or hoped^ 
' this Hooie will refufe. And in this Cafe we appreliend. That 
a Confidence fo isjnrious and Difhonourable, ought to have 
been difappointed from a joft Senie of the Contempt thereby 
ihewn of the Credit, Weight, and Dignity of this Houfe, 

6. Becaufe we think it particularly feafonable, fo near the 
End of this P^liament, to provide for the Freedom and In- 
dependency of the next ? and as we confider this Opportu* 
nity as the only one we are likely to have, for (bme Yeais 
at leaft| to do it, it is with the greater Concern that we 
fee this Bill thus laid a£de, rather by a Divifion than a De- 
bate, and by Numbers rather than Argun^ents. But however 
onfocoefsful our Endeavours have been fiotr the future Securi- 
ty of thb Conflitution 1 however unavailing our Defire of 
enquiring into paft and prefent Tranfaftions ; however fhiit- 
leis our Attempts to p«vent future Mifmanagements, by a 
Cenfure of the paft, and the Removal of the Author of 
them: We have at leaft this Comfort of tranfmitting our 
Names to Pofterity, as diffendng from thofe Meafures of which 
the pieient Age.-fufiiciently teilmes its Diflike, and of which 
the next may) too probably feel the fatal Confei^uences. 


j&h^dm, Brtdgnvatir, ILxmerp^am^ Macck^U, 
Greennjukhf Hereford^ AyksforJ^ Warrington^ 
Bruce, R. Litch, and Cov, CarliJUy Talbot, 
Co<vuer, Ward, Manfeit Cobham, Chefierfield^ 
Ma/ham, Hallifdx, De7d>igh, 
J^ all the above Reafbns except the laft, 

March 9. 1740 41, Thb Day the Bill entituled, An if<? Proted on the 
for pumSing Mutiwf and Defertion, and for the better Payment M.\itiny and 
cf the Army and their garters, being read a third Time, *>«fcrtion-Bill 
the Quefiion was put, Whether this Bill (hall pais ? It was 
idblved in the Affirmative. 

Difentitm^ 
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*7*i- . • Becude k don not appear [oni. That (be Ha-ott wUdi 
' '■V~"-f CK now kept 19 snthin dm Realm, are 10 be en^dojiad 10 
annojr our Rncwiftt Atmad ; and wc are finit&ed, ^ Af- 
fcaiou of the A»i4e u hu Mtjefiy and the Prateftavt Suc- 
offion are fuch, that ifacR an be no OeofiBn l«r them «o koep 
tlus Nation in Awe. 

JfriJ zc. The Kag di^d the Sefian with a teoch to 
hstk Hankii mioAfamCimd. iim«f \^Gm.H. 1740. 
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A P P E N D I X. 

D E B AXES 

IN THE 

ir: or^ Parliament. 


TH E Parliatnent of Scotland^ on the 6th of July^ Avmo 5 Anna, 
met at Edinburgh^ and her Majefty's Commiifion to *7<^4» 
the right honourable the Marquis of l^^eedale^ for V^iXirV^ 
reprcfenting her Royal Perfon in this Scffion of Parliament, 
was rtfad by the Lord Clerk- rcgifter, and ordered to be re- 
corded. The tith they met again, and her Majefty's gra. 
tious Letter was prefented by his Grace the Lord High 
Comroiflioner, which follows in this manner: 

ANNE R. 

My Lards and Gentlemefiy 

<' T^T OT H I N G has troubled us more fince o\xt Ac- (Jtiecn^s Lctteir 
" J[^ ceffion to the Crowns of thcfe Realms, than the *® ^^ Scoriflx 
•* uhfettled State of Affairs in that our anticnt Kingdom. Pariiament. 

'^ We hoped, that the Foundations of the Differences and 
*' Animoiities that, to our great Regret, we difcovered among 
*' you^ did not lie fo deep, but that by the Methods we have 
** proceeded in, they might have been removed. 

^' Biiti infiead of Succefs in our Endeavours, the Rent is 
" become wide; nay, Divifions have proceeded to fucn a 
•* Height, as to prove Matter of Encouragement to our E- 
" nemies beyond Sea, to employ their EmifTaries among 
^' you, in order to debauch our good Subjeds from their 
** Allegiance,; sumI to render that our antient Kingdom a 
*' Scene* of Blood and Diforder, merely (as they fpeak) to 
" make ypa ferve for a Diverfion, 

^ But we are willing to hope, that none of Qur Sjb]e£ts, 

I7P4, a *VbttC 
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Abm 5 Anne* *^ bat fodi as were obnoxious to ihe Laws for their Crimes, 

1704. (« or Ukik of low and defperate Fortones^ or that are other- 

iy'V*\J ^^ wife inconiiderable, have given Ear to fach pernidoos 

*^ Contrivances. And we have no Reafon to doubt of the 

*^ AfTurances given us by thofe now entrufted with oar Aa- 

^ thoricy, that they will ufe their utmoft Endeavours to con* 

** vince our People of the Advancatts and Neceffity of the 

** prefent Meafures ; for we hare tlwa^rs been inclined to 

* ^ believe^ that the late Miftake did not proceed from any 

** want of Duty and iUfped to us, but only from different 

** Opinions as to Meafures of Govemntnt. 

<* This being the Cafe» we are refolved, for the full Con- 
^ tenement and Satisfaction of our Peoplet to grant what- 
^* ever can in Reafon be demanded, for icAifyiag of Abuies, 
** and quieting the Minds of all our good Sobje^. 

^* In order to this, we have named the Marquis of Tnvee^ 
^ dale our CommiiTioner* he being t Peribn of whofc Ca-- 
** pacity and Probity, of Qualifications and Difpofitions to 
** ierve us and the Country, neither we nor yon can have 
*^ any Doubt. And we have fully empowered him, to give 
** you onqueflionable Proofs of oar Refoiution to maintain 
^ the Government both in Church and S'tate, as by X.aw 
V '«flabliihed, in that our Kingdom ; and to confent to fuch 
*^ Laws as (hall be found wanting for the further Security of 
** both, and preventing all Encroachments on the fame for 
•* the future. 

** Thus, having done our Part, we are perfuaded that yon 
*^ will not fail to do yours, but will lay held on this Oppor- 
*^ tunity, to (bew to the World the Sincerity of the Profef- 
*^ (ions made co us, and that it was the true Love of your 
*^ Country, and the Senfe pf your Duty to it, and therefore 
** not the want of Duty to us, (for we (hall always reckon 
<* thefe two inconfiftent) that was at the Bottom of the late 
" Mrfunderftandlngs. 

^* The main Thing that we recommend to you, and which 
*< we recommend to you with all'tlii^ Earneftnefs we are ca- 
<< pable of, is the fettling th^^Succeflion in the Proteftant 
** Line, as that which is abfolutely neteflary for your own 
*' Peace and Happinefs, as well as otir Quiet and Security in 
^' all^our Dominions, and for the Reputation of our AfHiirs 
; " Abroad; and confcquently for the ilrengthening the Pro- 
**,icftant Intercft every where. • 

** This has been our fi"xed Judgment and Relblution ever 
" fince we came to the Crown; and tho''hitherto Opportu- 
" nities have not anfwered our Intention,* Matters are now 
« come to that pafs, by the undoubted EvideniCe of the De- 
^' iigns of our £nemies, that a longer Delay of fettling the 

^ SocceiiioA 
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^ Sacceffion in the Proteftant Line, may have very dacge- Anno 3 Anna' 
** roas Conlcqnences ; and a Difappointmenc of it wouJd !2^ 
'< infallibly make that oar Kingdom the Seat of Wtr, and ^ 

** expofe itto aDevaltationand Ruin. * 

'^ As to Terms and Conditions of GovernmeDt, With 
'^ regard to the^Socceffion, we have empowered our Com- 
^ miffioner to give the Royai AfTeot to whatever can in 
^ Reafon be demanded, and is in* our Power toigrant, for 
^ fecuring tbf Sovereignty »nd Liberties of that our aotient 
** Kingdom. 

^ We are now in a War, whick makes it neceifary to' 
^^ provide for the Defence of the Kin^pm, the Time of the 
^ Funds chat were lately given far Maintenance of the 
^ Land^Forces being expired^ and the faid Funds e^haufled^. 
** Provifion- ought alfo to be made for fupplying the Maga- 
** zines '^Krith Arms and Ammunition, and repairing the 
** Forts and Codies, and for the Change of the Frigates^ 
^ that prove fo ufefttil for guarding the Coafts. 

^ We earne^y- recommend to you whatever may contri- 
** bate to the Advancement of true Piety, and the Difcoa* 
^ ragement of Vice and Immorality; and we doubt not but 
"yon will take Care to encourage Trade^ and to improve 
*^ the Produd and ' Mana^6iorJes of the Nation :. in all 
^^ which^ and evei^ thing elfe that can be for the -Goodandl 
'* Happinefs 4>f our People, you- (hall have our hearty an4 
^ ready Concurrence. We ifaali only add, that Unanimity 
^* and Moderation in all your Proceedings will be of great 
" Ufe, for bringing to a faappy Ifltie the important Affiiirs 
*^ that we have laid Befort you^ and will alfo be accepuble 
to US : So we bid yon heanily fiireweL.** « 

Given at our Court at Windfor Cadle, the z^tb Day if 
June, 1704. And of Qur Reign the third Year, 

By her Majefty^s Command, 

tk Suhfcribttur^ A L. W a D D E R B v R N. 

This done^ her Mfl|afty*s High Commiflioner, the right 
honourable the £arl of Sm^M, Lord High Chancellor, and 
the right honourable the &irl of Cromarty^ principal Secre* 
tary of State, onde the following Speeches c 

mj Lords and GentUmen^ 

* Yon have heard the Queen's gracions Letter; her Ma- HighCommiT- 
]tfty therein ezpreffes fuch a Concern for the Good and Wei- £^oafit's Speech* 
£tre of this Nation, and gives fuch onqueftionable Proofs of 
it, as prevents even yonr Wifiies. I do not in the lead doubt, 
•bot when 76a duly cenfidef the Import of this Jjetter, you 
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Anno ] Annc^ will be all of the fame Mind with ine» that it 15 now In cor 
il^ Power to make oarfelves and ourPollerity happy. 

* Such, indeed, are her Majefty's gracious Condefcention* 
that, in order to obtam what is for our Good, we need only 
propo(e it| provided you do it, as no doubt you will, with 
the Regard and Deference that are due to To gracious a So- 
vereign, and that in your Demands you keep within joft and 
reafonable Bounds; and afk nothing but what is in her Ma- 
jelly's Power to grant. , 

* If there be any thing yet wanting for the better fe« 
curing our Religion, and the prefent Church Government, 
as now by Law eftabliihed ; or for the fuppreftng of Vice, 
and encQuraging of Virtue ; if any Grievances to be re- 
drefled, and new -Laws found necedary, as 1 doubt not but 
there will, for redifyi ng of Abufes crept into your Conili- 
tution, or Adminiftration of the Government* or any Part 
of it« whether it be in Policy or Juilice ; or for removing all 
Encroachments upon the Sovereignty, or Liberties of the 
Nation, and the fecuring and preferving thefe entire and 
inviolable to ourfelves and our PoUerity; I am fully em- 
powered and entrufted, not only in thefe Matters, to give 
you what reafonable Satisfaction you can demand ; but like- 
wife in any thing that may be propofed, for improving of 
Learning, the Advancement of Trade, and encouraging 
Manufadories : So that, in eiftdl, nothing hath efcaped her 
Majefty*s Care, that can any ways contribute to make you 
a flouriihing and happy People, (he reckoning the Welfare, 
Peace and Profperity of her Sufajedb, the only way to her 
own Greatnefs and^Happjnefs. 

* And yet, as if ail this were too little, her MajeHy ex- 
tends her Care for yqu further, in recommending to you, as 
you have heard, the fettling the Succeffion in the ProKliant 
Line ; and this her Majefly recommends to you with all the 
Earneilnel's (he is capable of, as that which is abfolutcly 
neceffary for fecuring to yourfelves, and tranfmiiting to 
your Pofterity, your Religion and Liberties, or whatever 
die you have or can have thai is valuable. Sure her Ma« 
jefly can have no Concern in this, but the Inierell of her 
People, which does fo evidently require the fettling of the 
Sacceilion, and the fettling of it at this Time, that, I hope 
no true Proteilant, and Lover of his Country, will, when he 
hath feriooily thought on it, find juft Ground to oppofe it. 

* Her Majetty having thus done her Part, and ii^ a Man- 
ner fo good and generous, and evidently difinierefled, it re< 
mains that we fail not to do ours, by letting go this great 
Opportunity (which, if now loft, may pofilbly neVer be re- 
covered] to deliver this Nation from the inconveniencies and 

Hardfhi|>s 


(V) 

Hardfhips that it hath laio under ever fince the Union of Anno % Anns^ 
the Crowns, and which of late have grown heavier upon it. *704« 

♦ Her Majelly hath alfo recommended to you the Supplies Ky^''y^'\J 
that are wanxing for the Purpofes mentioned in her Letter, 

which I need not repeat ; for fure there are none her^, who 
arc noc convinced of the NecefTity of them, and who will 
DOC heartily concur in giving of them, notwichftanding the 
low Circumflanccs the Country is in at prefent ; efpecially 
feeing her Majeity allows you to enquire into the Mifappli* 
cations, of former Funds given and appropriated by Parlia- 
ment, and to take fuch a Courfe as may prevent ^he like 
for the future, . ' 

* One Thing more I have to add, and thBt is concerning 
the Boiinefs of the Plot, of which fo great Noife hath been 
made vn our Neighbour Nation : Her Majefly hath allowed 
me to^aipquaint you, that in due'|Time the whole Matter 
(hall be laid before you, and that Uie hath given the tiecef- 
fary Orders for having both' the Perfons that have been ex- 
amined in England^ and the Papers that relate to that Affair, 
ienc hither. Her Majelly doubts not but your Enquiries into 
that Plot, or any. other Practices of the like Nature, will 
end in your laying down iolid Meafures for preventing of 
them, or the fatal Confequences of them in Time to come ; 
and as to any Quellicns or Contcll that may arife upon fuch 
Enquiries anionglt you,, her Majefty hopes, that you will 
manage them with all the Temper and Moderation that the 
Nature of the Thing will allow. 

My Lords and Gentlemen f' 

* 1 have fpoke long, contrary to my Way and Inclination, 
and therefore I ihall only add, in a Word/ as to myfeif, that 
I am very fenfibic of my Unfitnefs for fo great a Truil i but 
iince fuch is her Majefty's Pleafure, I will do my beft, and 
I (hall elteem mylelf very happy, if I can any ways con- 
tribute to bring Matters to any Settlement in this Nation. 
It is a great Encouragement to me, I muft own ^it, that the 
prefent Opportunity, in a Manner, enables me to give, at 
the fame Time, the greatefl Proofs that I can ever hope to 
give of my Duty to her Majelly, my Love to my Country, 
and my Refpe^ to Parliaments, in particular to this honour- 
able Meeting. 

The Lord High-Commfffioner having done, James, Earl 
of Seafield, Lord High- Chancellor, took the Word, and 
fpoke to this EfFcdl : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
< You have heard her Majefty's rooft gracious Letter, Lord Chad-* 
j^nd what his Grace my Lord-Commiilioner hath been pleaf- cellor*s 
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3 Anomg cd to add I which do fally lay before yoa the weighty and 
i7<H« great Rcafons, for which her Majefty hath been pleafed to 
call yoa together at this Tine ; and yoil moft all be con- 
vinced, that the chief Defign of her Majeft/*s Government 
II toadvaivoeche Happine£iaod Welfare of her People, and to 
protedl thefli in the roll Pofleffion and Enjoyment of their 
Re!igio9 and Civil Concerns. 

* Her Majeily doth, with a very tender and affectionate 
Concern* hy, before you the Danger of Divifions and Am* 
tnofities ; and recommends to you, to employ yonr Thought! 
for promoting rWhat is for the Security and Advantage of the 
Kingdom : And you cannot but be fenlibk-, tl^t oar Divi- 
fions mail encourage our Enemies Abroad, to form Defigns to 
diflurb the Peace and Tranquility we now enjoy ; and there- 
fore ye willy no doubt, make ofe of this Opportunity to 
convince all, that this Nation is fixed and firm in their Loy- 
alty to her Majefty, and that all her good Sobjeds will con- 
llantly fupport her Govecnment. j 

* Her Majefty doth, wiih great EarneAnefs, recommend 
' the fettling oi the Sacceffion to the Crown in «the Protef- 

' taot Line, as what would be the fureft Foundation for the 
Security of your Religion and Liberties, and will contribute 
greatly to the Advancement of the Proteftant Intereft every 
where; and this being of fo ereat Confequence, it is not to 
be doubted, but that you will Oiink this the fit Opportunity for 
taking it under your Confideration, while we have the Ad* 
vantage of being convened in Peace under her Majefty*s 
Protedion, and can deliberately confider what is the moft 
profitable Mean for the future, to fecore and preferve all that 
is valuable to us : And, for your further Encouragement, 
you have heard iiow her Majefty hath given fiill Infir.ndione 
to her Commiffioner, to grant fuch Conditions of Govern- 
ment, with regard to the Succeflbr, as can reaibnably b^ 
demanded, for fecuring of the Sovereignty and Liberties of 
this Kingdom ; fo that nothing is wanting on her Majefty *s 
Part, that is necefiiary for the Eftablifluaeot and Security of 
this Nation. 

« You know that her Majefty is engaeed in a moft juft and 
necefiTary War, for the Defence of the Liberties of Europe^ 
which makes it nccefhry that Supplies be given for main- 
taining the Forces, for repairing toe Forts and Garrifons, 
for providing the Magaiunes with Arms and Ammunition^ 
and for maintaining the (rigats« which have proved fo ufe- 
iiil for the guarding of your Tnde : All thefe being fo 
plainly needful^ it is not to be doubted, but that you will 
readily comply therewith. It is to be regretted, that the 
I^aiion is in fo low a Condition ; but what we give is 
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neceflary for our own Defence, and will circulate within the Anoo^'Annse, 
KHfigdom ; And her Majefty doth freely allow of taking 17^^ 
Infpedtion of the Funds that h^vc been given by Parlia- \^^^ >w^ 
menty and appropriated for the public Ufe> and will take. 
Care, that what (hall be now given fhall be duly applied. 

^ Her Majeily hath given frequent AfTarances of her Re- 
folatton to maincain the Eftabliihed Government of the 
Charch, and hath recommeBded to yoa to idX\ apoa eSedaal 
Means for difcoaraging of Vice and Immorautjiy and fcr 
encouraging true Piety tod Religion, and providing for, and 
eroployiiig of the Poor. 

* The Trade of the Kingdom *doth alfo deferve your (e- 
riotts Confideration % for the Advancement of which, and 
ImproTement of the Produd and Manufadories of the 
Kingdom, her Majefty gives you Aflurance of her ready 
Concurrence. 

* My Lord Commiffioner has acquainted you. that the 
Plot, which has made fo great a Noife here, and in our 
Neighbour Nation, (hall be laid before you, with all its £vi- 
derrces ; end it is not to be doubted^ jl>ut that you will take * 
Care to do therein what is necefiary for the difcour aging of 
bad Pra£tices» which may tend to diihirb the Peace and 
Quiet of this Kingdom ; and in all your Proceedings in this 
Matter, that yoil will avoid Anlmofittes, and make it your 
principal Care to provide for* the public Security and Peace. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

* I ihall conclude with recommending to yon again, the 
feriotts Confideration of what her Majefty has fo earned Jy 
recommended ; and that ye will improve this Opportunity, 
which God hath given. you for fecuring to yourfelves, and 
tranfmitting to your Pofterity, your Religion and Liberties, 
which will certainly be for your Honour and Happinefs, 
and will render you equally acceptable to her MajeSy, and 
to all herSubjefls^ 

Laftly, Gtorgty Earl of Cromarty^ Lord Secretary, fpoke to 
this Pnrpofe :* 

My Lord Chancellory 

* Albeit this Seat. wherein it has pleafed her Majefty to £arlof Cra« 
place me, does allow, or other oblige me to fay fomcching marty's Speech. 
on this Occafion, ypt myvLord High Commiffioner, and my 

Lord Chancellor have faid fo fully, and fo well, as I fear 
what I caa fay will prove a. diminutive Adjedlion : But I 
ihall fpeak little, and (if I can remember) I fhall not repeat. 
My Lord, (hou(d all her Servants be'Xiient, the A6lions, the 
Sayings, the whole Tradl of her Maje(ly*s Government, and 
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Adoo 3 Anm, the happy Effc£li thereof do fpcak loudly, that if ever frinctf 
J7^4« or Sovereign have dcvoLed thcmfclves to God and thcrr 
~~ Country, without Flattery or Hyperbole, we may truly fay, 
that our moll gracious Queen hath: All may hear, and thofe 
who have the Honour to attend her Majefty may fee, that 
her Time, her Care, her Pleafure, her Lcifure, her Treafare, 
yea, her very Health and Life, are facriiiced every Day, and 
almoft every Time of the Day, to adlual Exercife of Dev6- 
tiOQ to God, or Admini Oration of Government to her Peo- 
•p)e ; and we may blefs God, that by his BIefI»ng on her En- 
deavours, all and every one of her SubjeAs do participate of 
the Fruits of the Royal Sacrifice : Nay, and all the beft Part 
of Europe beftde, that is her Majelly's Confederates ; and her 
and their Enemies do find with Grief what we feel with Sa. 
tisfaAion : And tho* her Maiefty has many Dominions orider 
her Rt)yal Care, and more Confederates, yet (he omits not 
any of our particular Concerns, and we partake in oar fall 
Capacity of thofe happy Efft^ls. We are, with many others, 
engaged in a great, but (to full Convi£lion) neceiTary War, 
the EfTefls whereof are dreadful and hortfal. not only in Ex. 
pence andSoldiers, (which all muftafTord:} But, as to feeing our 
People flaughtered like Beads in our Streets and Houfes, to 
fee our Towns in Fire, oor Women ravifitfd, our facred 
Things prophaned, and many other dlfmal Effe^s of War 
and Rapine, (which almoft all others feel and fee:) We 
(Thanks to God, and under him to his Vicegerent oar Queen) 
do only hear of thefe Things: My Lord Chancellor, this 
we ought, and, I doubt nor, we do remember and confider. 
My Lord, this is not offered as an Eulogy or Panegyric on 
her Majefty ; (he is far above what I can fay, bat it is an 
Antecedent to the following Subfumpiion. 

^ And as this of her Care of us, and Zeal for us, is evi- 
dent, fo it is no lefs true, that the Queen fits higher than we 
do, or ought to do, on this Throne, as flie dtoes alfo on the 
Throne of her other Dominions. And farther, we know, 
that fhe is one of the Heads, and highly fitnate in all the 
great Confederacy, whereof her Majeity is, if not the Chief/ 
yet a Principal ; and from this both Reafon and Difcretion 
oblige us to conclude, that (he muft fee very much farther, 
and more dearly into the Adlions, Defigns, and Pradlices of 
her and our Enemies, in the Concerns, and in what direfls 
and moves our Allies, than it is poilibic for us to do, ivho 
both (land lower, and are boanded in our narrower Spheres : 
Therefore, as in all Matters, fo efpecially in Points of Fa61, 
we are bound to rely on her Information and her Jodgmeot 
i more than our own, fince what we can but conjedUn'e, is 

obvious to her certain Knowledge ; and if we ihoald fall (as 
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I confidently hope we will not) into the Indifcretion^ to op- Anno ^ Aaam$ 
pofe oar Conjedtures to her Knowledge, that could not mifs 27<'4* 
of dire EScAs, and readily mo/l mifchievous to ourfelves. 

* Her Majcfty's Royal Letter, my Lord Commiffio er 
his Grace, and my Lord Chancellor have plainly laid before 
us Matters of great Importance: Her Majefty is very ex- 
prefs in what (he purpofes ; her Reafon and Antecedent is as 
plain and exprefs as the Conciuiion. I hope the two Mo- 
tives I give for believing, and confequently for obeying her 
Majedy, are alfo plain and concluding. 

* My Lord Chancellor, the Honour of being her Majefty *« 
Secretary obliges me to obviate a?i«i remove an Afpcrfion on 
the Queen's Majefty's Candor aind Honour (if any fuch Infi- 
nuation be made^ which is, that fOme would perfuade others 
to believe, that the Qaeen- has a fecrei Will in the Affair 
DOW before us, contrary to her exprefs Will revealed and 
declared by her in her Royal Letter. My Lord, I am per- 
fuaded (he does hate that Pofition in Theology, and I aoi 
certain (he does fo in her Politics ; and the Reafon of my 
Certainty in this is, that her Majefty did command me, and 
I think her other Servants, exprefly to aftare this Houfe, 
That nothing in her Service could pleafe her better, than if 
they (hou)d believe and obey her in what fhe propoCes in her 
Letter; and nothing can difpieafe her more than to do 
otherways. 

* My Lords, both old Cuftom and good Manners oblige 
us to begin with her Majefty's Letter, and in its Method ; 
if my Zeal end Duty on this Subje^ have drawa ine in to 
fpeak more than I intended, or perhaps needed, I beg the 
Houfe*s Pardon: But iince my Hand is in, and that I nei- 
ther ufe nor love to fpealc oft, I ftiall only add my earnelt 
and humUIe Wifti for thefe two Things ; ifi, That the Or- 
ders* of jhe Houfe may be ftridly obferved ; for by that 
much Time will be faved, and many Inconveniencics pre- 
vented; and the not doing of this, will difgrace this great 
Court. liYiQfecond is, That we may redargue one anocher 
with Kindneis and Civility ; let our Force lall on the Sub- 
jcdl which we oppugn, or the Meafure which we rejed, and 
by no means on one another's Perfons. Would to God we 
were always unanimous ; but that feldom, if ever, was in {o 
numerous a Court or Council : But when we difF::r, will we 
Vgue the better by our being angry ^ No, Impedlt ira am- 
mum. Will we convert others fo well, by nviUing them an- 
gry, as by a meek Calmnefs in arguing? Does Spite add 
Force to Reafon ; or does it produce that Coi.rent which we 
endeavour to obtain ? So for our own fakes, aiid for the Ho* 
4 iMiur of Qor Ri^aibnings,. let us urge and re|>iy with Ca!m- 
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A0OO ) Aunt; nefs. I htve ofc regretted to fee good Reafonmg loft, or at 
1704* leaft ineficdual in great meafure, by the Heats in arguing ; 

Vi^^Y""^^ and I will fay it were a Pity ; for the Members of great 
Courts elfewhere may, in the Opinion of many, fpeak better 
Language than thefe of this do ; yet they do not fpeak bet- 
ter Senfe. And beiides thefe Motives to calm Reafoning, 
this ought to determine us all againft it, to wit, that neither 
our Heat nor our felf-pleafing Arguments, are, what will 
determine any Debate. The Law of Order, the Conftitu-' 
tions. Statutes, and Neceflicy, give the Faculty of conclud- 
ing to the whole of this Houfe ; and all we can fay muil be 
fubmicted to what this whole Houfe will approve, or to what 
the major Part will agree in: And therefore, much Reafon- 
ing, and all Heats, will, on many Accounts, be profitably 
forborn. I conclude with this AfTertion, which I think 
evident without Difcourfe, that as the Union of Britain is 
apparently its greateil politic Good; fo» as certainly, and 
by the infallible Rule of Contraries, a Diviiion of Britain 
is its greated Evil : And then, it is a neceiTary Corollary, 
whoever is not for the Union of Britain, may be concluded 
an Enemy to it.' 

Duke of Ha- The 13th the Parliament met again, and the Duke of 
miJton'6 Speech Hamilton made a Speech, defiring, that her Majefty's Letter 
might beconfidered, and likewife the Nomination of a Pro- 
teftant SucceiTor, but infilled at the fame time, that Commif* 
fioners might be named to treat previoufly with England. 
This Overture occjfioned a great Debate the 17th. Upon 
which the two following Speeches were made, in relation to 
the Settlement of the Succefiion of that Kingdom in the 
Hanover Line. 

My Lord Chancellor, 

Speech in the * ^'^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^°"8 Vacancy ; nine Months have given 
Scotch Parlia- "^ ^ n^^ Light, and have let us into the Knowledge of Men 
ment about the and Things. The Aft of Security was what we (laid upon 
Hanover Sue- very long iail Stffions : I was for it as much as any Man; 
but my Mind, as well as Judgment, is altered, and I am now 
well afTared I was in the wrong. For if her Majefty could 
have p fTed ic into a Law, ic would have done her nor us no 
manner of Service, bcc .u<e ii lef: the Scffions loofe during her 
Majefty's Life time ; which GmiiTioi; alone may undo her 
(whom God preferve) ard us. 

* We were • not aware of the deep Deiign^ of fome who 
pretende<i( only the Good of the Kingdom, a fpecious Pre- 
text to keep this Nation htt, and as a £y>weight to throw 

in 

* This, and the following Speeches weie piiated togfither> and ^foSoL 
over both Kingdoms. 
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in to balance upon Occafion^ for a Help to fway with thofcAimo 3 Aaiue, 

of our Neighbours, who may be fo wickedly and traiteroufly *704* 

inclined, as to wi(h and aft for the pretended Prince at St, 

Germain, I mean for France^ againft the rightful and lawful 

Title of her Majefty, and the Sacceffion of her Englijh 

Crown, fo well eftabliflied by the Laws of that Kingdom. 

1 hope, my Lord, the Wifdom of this Houfe will take Care 

to difappoint the Men of fuch pernicious and dangerous De- 

iigns. There have been, and arc ftill Achitophelsy bat God 

bath turned their Cbuncils into Folly : A Trick will ferve 

but for one Turn amongft Men of common Senfe, 

* Wc ought to be very thankful to God and the Queen,' 
that Things have been fet before our Eyes of late in a clear 
Light ; and fome among(l us ought to blefs both, that they 
for their Contrivances were not brought within the Verge 
of the Law, and made an Example and Terror to others, 
that none might wenture on the like wicked Pradices againft 
our Sovereign, and the Peace of her Government. Thefe 
Men's Anions are known, and all their Words are carried by 
the Birds of the Air to her Majefty*s Ears. 

* I beg Leave, my Lord, to prerun>c that there are few 
in this Houfe but are well acquainted with the Hiftory of 
PettT Warhech, (alias Ptrkin) in our King James IV's 
Time. He was bred and purfed up with a Defign to de- 
throne Henry VI f, by Margaret, Dutchefs of Burgundy and 
Flanders, as a fit Tool to fatisfy her revengeful Temper ; 
and tho' fhe knew him to be only the Son of a poor Man at 
Towrnay, {he gave him the Name and Title of Duke of 
fork, and true lineal Heir of her deceafed Brother Edward, 
late King of England, She equipc him, and gave him Ships, 
Men and Money, and fent him into Ire/and, where a Rebel- 
lion was raifed, as well as in England, by him and his Adhe- 
rents : He failed in the Expedition. The French King, 
Charles VIIL found him a fitlnftrument to ferve a Turn for 
him alfo; wherefore he entertained him as the Prince of 
England, and he, with the Dutch«fs of Flanders, equipt him 
out a fecond time : But iinding Difficulties, at lad he came 
here to our King James IV. The Story of this Knight-? 
errant had judiy given our King and Court Grounds to be- 
Jieve him a notorious Impoftor. Upon this pretended 
Prince's Addrefs to the King for fome Aid, his Majefty wifely 
called his Council, and afked their Advice what to do on the 
Subject ; Buchanan informs you. Cum fententia rogarentur, 
prudenti^res ^ quibus major erat rerum ufus, rem integram 
refonendam cenfebant. 

* Here, my Lords, the old • wife Men of Experience in 
Coancil were of Opinion, that it was not fit for his Majefty 
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AoBo ^ Aiiav* to receiTe or eDterta^n this pretended Prince, w)io they wifely 
^04. believed to be a Fourb, and who had given great Trouble 
CO this liland, and was like to give ranch more. 

< But when the Queftion came to the yooog Nobility of 
the Council, the fame Author fays, they were the Majority, 
and cai ried ic in favour of Perkins : At major fars^ *vel oh fu- 
tritiam rerumy l^ ammorum inccnjiantiam, &c. fortunam bo' 
minis commijcrabantur : The young Coanfellors, either for 
want ot r.xperience, or for want of Steadinefsof Mind, w^re 
more cafil/ caught. They were more in Number, and had 
a Comp..£on for the young Stranger. They were told he 
was like- the late King Edivard^ his pretended Father, and 
Ihe Family of Tork^ tho' they never had feen any of them, 

* Here the Cheat went on : He had the Entertainment of 
of a Prince, he had a Wife out of one of our noble Fami- 
lies, he bad an Army raifed in his Favour, and led into 
England by our young Xing, and after much Blood and 
Treafure fpent on this pretended Prince, the Cheat was dif- 
covered ; he was fent away out of our Country, and fome 
time after had the Reward of Villany. 

' My Lord, this A6t of inconfiderate Hofpitality to one 
who was but a Cheat, gave joil Ground to the Worid abroad 
to call our Judgment into queftion ; and no body v^W read 
the Hidory but will conclude, that our PredeceiTors were ex* 
tremely impofed on, and that the Impofior might have caufed 
the utter Ruin of their Liberties and Country. ^ 

* My Lord, the fame Game is a playing now. Perhaps 
fome have never read the Hiilory, and others have forgot it. 
No wonder, it happened two hundred Years ago ; when no 
Male IfTue was like to fucceed King James VIL one was 
to be found ofiis £sf modis, fer fas ami nefas: One at laft was 
faid to be born at St. Jameist June 1688. That Child 
died (oon after, a fecojid was put in his Pl^ce, and carried 
to and nurfed up at Richmond ; but God thought fit to kill 
that fecond Child alfo. 

* Now, my Lord, this pretended Prince oi Wales is a third 
Child, in whofe Veins there is not a Drop of Royal Blood. 

* Here is a new Perkin come into the World two hundred 
Years after the firft, who was fent to ruin England and Ire- 
land, only to fatiify the violent Malice of a revengeful Wo- 
man. 

* This fecond pretended Prince is nurfed op by Rome, 
France^ and Armies of implacable revengeful Prieiis, who 
give him the Title q( King. 

* For what ? To the end that he may prove a more fit In- 
(Irumcnt, upon any Occaiion, to root out and totally dcflioy 
us and our holy Religion^ which they call Hereiy. 
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^ Some of XLU my Lords, are no. wifer than oar Predecef- Anno 3 Annsf, 
fors in this point : We give the Priefls and other Agents of J7^ 
France and Rome Leave to pervert our Underftanding ; we 
take fuch Impreflions a3 remain : Young Men's Minds are 
tender and foft, and retain the firft Impreflions long. Some 
of us have been in France not many Years ago, and have feen 
this pretended Prince, and commend his Perfon and Parts, 
his Features, &r. and fay he is very like the Royal Fami- 
ly ; tho' feme of as never faw one of them, except our own 
Queen. 

*■ Thus young Men are very apt to be led out of the Way. 
I have known fome by keeping bad Company did catch the 
French Difeafe ; Modefty and Shame made them conceal it 
till it was too late, and then it coil them their Life. It is 
the Cafe at prefent with fome of us here, who have got the 
French Inclinations, more dangerous in this Nation than the 
Difeafe, and will not own it till it is too late, and then it 
may coil them their Lives, their Eftates, with the Ruin of 
their Pofterity. Whatever young Men may do, my Lords, 
for want of better Information, yet it is ftrange that Men of 
riper Age, Pretenders to Religion, to the Good and IntereH 
of our Country, are faid to be tainted with the fame Inclina- 
tion to have France rule over us ; of which Men there is a 
mighty Jealoufy : I will not believe them guilty, and at the 
fame time I cannot anfwer for them ; but let their Works 
te'ftify what they aim at. 

^ We all talk loud of Love for our Country and Religion, 
but I prefume to fay, that the Love of Money, and Self- In- 
tereil, hath appeared more our Study than any thing eife. 

^ ^yhat bad Pradtices hath not her Majedy by her great 
Care found out ? The Contrivers may cover their Deiigns 
the befl Way they pleafe ; but, my Lord, whoever waits or 
inclines for the Bondage and cruel Opprefitons we in this 
Nation are fo lately delivered from, be who they will, are 
and may be found guilty of Crimes of a dangerous Confe- 
qaence, and of a tranfcendant Namre, no lefs than the Sub- 
verfion of the Government of this Kingdom, and the Alter- 
ation of the Proteflant Religion ; and this not upon a bare 
Information only ; her Majedy knows their Converfe, and 
their Actions fpeak aloud to all about them. 

* Such Pradices are an Enemy to all Goodnefs and good 
Men ; it is from fucti Proceedings that our AiTembly is cor. 
rapted, and till this Fountain of Mifchief is purged, we can- 
not exped to have aiiy clear Channels : All here know what 
1 mean. 

* Thefe Crimes "are varioas in their Natures, heinous in 
their Quality, and univerfal in their Extent. U we examine 
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iiVM 3 Anncy them, my Lord, theologically, as they ftand in Oppofitlon 
17^4* CO the Truth of God, they will be found to be againfl the 
Rules of Faith, againil the Power of Godlinefs, and againfl 
the Means of Salvation. 

^ If you examine them morally, as they iland in Oppofition 
to the Light of Nature, to Right Reafon and the Principles 
of human Society, yoa will then perceive Pride without 
any Moderation ; fuch a Pride as that which exalts itfelF, 
^c. Malice without any Provocation, Malice againft Virtue, 
againft Innocency, againil Piety ; Injullice without any Meaos 
of Reilitution, even fuch Injuftice as does rob the Innocent 
of their juft Right and unfpotted Reputation. 

' If tbefe Men, my Lord, who fet up for the pretended 
Prince of PTaiis, be examined by legal Rules in a civil Way, 
as they fland in Oppofition to the public Good, and to the 
Laws of the Land already in force; thefe Men, I fay, may 
be found to be Traitors againft her Majefty*s Crown, and In- 
cendiaries againft the Peace and Safety of this Kingdom ; 
they may be found the higheft, the boldeft, and the mod 
impudent Offenders that ev^r were; Betrayers of the Queen 
and People, as well as of this Country and our Religion. 
If any one here is fenfibly pinched, let him confider whether 
or no he is guilty ; if he is, let him (in no more, left a worfe 
thing befal him. 

* My Lord, I fee m&ny here may remember, if they 
pleafe, the frequent Tragedies that were aded among us fome 
twenty Years ago. I am Aire there are feveral of us, whofe 
' Tie.ireft Relations were facrificed to the defpotic and arbitrary 
Will, and to the revengeful Refentments of Popery and its 
Principles ; it was then that the Orders to perfecute, exe- 
cute, to hang, draw, and quarter, and to ihed the beft Blood 
in ihe Nation, without, nay, againft any Law, were by a 
Prerogative Royal without Referve. 

^ I lee iome here were banifti*d, and forced to wander in 
Exile, and beg Shelter from foreign Princes, whofe Families 
were difperfed and ruined, whofe Eftates were torn in Pieces 
and given to Strangers, Men of another Communion. Can 
thefe melancholy Refledlions be forgot fo fpon by ourfelves, 
who were the Martyrs ? A Spirit of Delufton feems to cover 
the Eyes of our Underftandings, till we fall a fecond Sacrifice 
to the lame bloody Adors. 

*' I fpeak for nor againft no Party of Men ; but, my 
Lord, it is high time for us to confider in cool Blood, how 
to barricado ourfelves againft the AiTaults of the common 
Enemy, France and Popery ; in order to which I have two 
Things to move, which are, that we may all here obey our 
Saviour^s new Commandment, Love one another, and often 
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repeat that excellent Prayer taught us by that fame bleiTed Anno 3 Ann:?^ 
Savioor;, by doing whereof we ihall be brought to forgive i7«4* 
one another, as we dciire God to forgive us. This done,.L/V*^i^ 
we ihall be in better Circumllances to lay afide our Pride, 
our PaflioD, Covetoufnefs, our Vain- glory, and unrelenting 
Ilevenge, which atone belong to God Almighty to repay ; 
and fiiall be in a Condition to ferve our Sovereign, in Obe- 
dience to her jufl Commands, our Country and People, in 
their neceflary Requefts, and fettle a Proteftant SucceiTor, 
while we have the Occafion and Power in our own Hands : 
Accidents may happen, and put it out of our Way, ever to 
dD it to our Advantage. 

* Wherefore I move, it may be confidered and finifhed, 
before this Houfe proceed to any other Bufinefs* 

My Lwd Cbanctlior^ 

« I fecond the noble Member that fpoke laft, in his Mo- Another Speech 
tion for fettling the Succeflion, before the Houfe proceeds to 
any other Bufinefs : But I do not pretend to give any Di- 
redlion how the Matter (hall be done ; let the Wifdom of 
this honourable Houfe coniider with mature Deliberation, 
what Can prefcrve us from B^ome and the French King, that 
her Majefty's Royal PcHon and Crown may be fccure from 
all Invafions Abroad, and Diflurbances at Home. 

* My Lord Chancellor, Her Majefty deferves all the Re- 
turns of Loyalty and Duty that are in our Power to make; 
I believe ihe hath given my Lord Commiflioner fuch In^ 
ftruflions as may prove to our Advantage, if they are duly 
put in Execution. Complaints have been made by feme, 
that ihey arc not fuU for ietiling a SuccefTor ; 1 am morally 
furc, my Lord, the Complaint is ill-grounded, which I ho^ e 

his Grace will foon declare to this Houfe, and faciei/ all her v 

good and loyal Subjt^ls, how much fhe hath the Peace and 
Advantage of this her ancient Kingdom in her Thoughrs, 

* As hath been well obferved juil now, laft Scffions many 
of as were mifled ; I own my Miftake of Men and Things ; 
we were going very fail into a Labyrinth ; our Leaders miiin- 
formed us ; the Nation now may fee its Intereft ; theorical 
Schemes and Projedls, which can never be brought to Prac- 
tice, ought to be laid afide ; they create much Debate, fpend 
much Time, and can never be of ufe. My Lord, with 
Submiffion, this AfFembly ought to lay afide all frivolous 
Debates, that our Judgments may not be called in Queftion 
clfewhere. 

* I am for following the Advice juft now mentioned : 
Let us forgive, and love one another; let us join Hearts and 
Handi to keep out the' known Enemy of our Religion. If 
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Attw 3 Axmm, that Deceiver or Breaker of facred Vows and Treaties, made 
27<H« and fworn open the Holy Gofpel ac the Altar, in the meft 
~ folemn and mod religious manner, (hall, by his Power and 
our miftaken Management, put upon us that Thing in the 
Air, called the Prince of JTa/es, of no fi'inK of no Bloody 
fprung from whom is unknown to himfelf, as well as to os ; 
we mull be ruined, my Lord, every Man here who enjoys his 
Eftate, may eafily know what he has to truil to ; we all 
know who muft come with him, the fame Men and Princi- 
ples who deilroyed us twenty Years ago. I humbly move, 
with Submiffion, that we may pafs by all the mutual vex- 
atious Animofities which were amongft us but lately ; all 
Parties have been to blame ; God will pardon the Penitent : 
The Queen overfees, and gracioufly forgives ; let os mutu- 
ally do the fame, and fettle our Succefiion, and fecure and 
help ourfelves, and God will help us ; it will prove our own 
and the People's Safety. 

SaJuj Populi fufrema Lix efi^^ 

* Let us follow the Example of our wife Neighbours, 
and make fuch Laws as may tie up the Hands and terrify 
the Hearts of our own depraved Subjeds, who dare of&r to 
a(l or fpeak in Favour of any, in Prejudice to her Majedy^s 
lawful and rightful Title to her Crown and Dignity. 

* I am confident, my Lord, no Man here dares own his 
Inclinations to be for the French King, or that pretended 
Prince, whatever Profpedl he may have of Titles, Honours, 
or fubordinate Power from him, who hath no Bowels of 
Companion left, who confumes his own Vitals, by perfe- 
cuting and. tormenting his own bed Subjedts, and (pares nei- 
ther Sex nor Age in his neighbouring Country, even of his 
own miflaken Religion, if they but refufe to be his Slaves ; 
witnefs his new Conquefis xn Alfact znd Flanders. What 
then are we to expe^, who by that Tyrant are accounted 
Heretics ? 

' Whoever are fo wicked amongfl us, as to venture ei- 
ther to council, condudt, or invite, whenever he comes, 
(which God prevent) may expedl the fame Fate. For my 
own Part, my Lord, I have no perfonal Prejudice againft 
him, nor the pretended Prince of fFales, but I here folemn- 
ly declare, that I will oppofe him, or either of them, with 
all their Adherents, whilft there is a Drop of Blood in my 
Veins; and I am morally fure of looooo of the beft Men 
in Britain to accompany me in the Opposition; and { am 
fure, my Lord, of this, that the Nation in general will go 
along with me alfo ; God be praifed, we are Proteibnts, 
and of the Reformed Religion, for which I* hopi^ we Ml 

ever 


( xvii ) 

-CTcr be ready and willing, apon any fach Occafion, to facri- A nno 3 Aaom, 
hce oar Lives and oar Fortttnes, to pf event all thefe impt*n- 170^* 
dent Evils. My Lord, let us fettle a SuccefTor who is a ^ 
known Proteftant^ and of our own royal and aatient Race of 
Kings. 

* For an Argument of this, an anonymous Author, in his 
Remarks on the late Plot, gives fome Reafons for it. which 
lor yoar Information I here prefume to repeat : Afrer he 
excafes two noble Dukes, he fays, ^ *Tis hoped this is fuffi. 
cient to make it plain, that toinM on an Uni«n and Com> 
muaication of Trade at this Time, would retard the Succef- 
fion, which may be dangerous toourfelves, and to the whole 
Proteftant Intereft all over Europe, 

^< The Danger to ourfelves is evident, from the Confptracy 
that Fraftr and his Accomplices have been cirrying on in 
the Highlands^ and other Parts-of this Kingdom, the general 
Diicontents which are in our Nation, ^r. and gives his Rea- 
fons, Page 48. 

« He continues toteU you, * That the Jacobites here, and 

their Friends beyond Sea, make a great Improvement of the 

Delay of fettling the Succeflion ; they flatter themfelves, and 

impofe upon the WorId» that it proceeds from the Inclinations 

of onr People to the Si, Germain Family.* 

* Then he goes on to tell you, my Lord, of our Dtvifions, 
which, fays he,<' encourage the Fr^^r^ to follicit a Rebellion, 
and to attempt an Invafion, either of which efFedled, tranf- 
forms our Country into a Field of Blood. And fappofing 
(which God forbid) her Majefty ihoald die whilft the Succef- 
fion is unfettled, ^nd onr Country lying under thefe inteftine 
Divifions, the Hanover andS/. Germain ?^f^tt will cer* 
tainly engage us in a Civil War : England and Ireland will 
affift the firlt, and France the other. ThisVill make our Na« 
tion a Theatre of Woe and Calamity, and whoever hath the 
Advantage in fuch a Cafe, we muft be Slaves fbrirver.* 

* Our Author, my Lord, concludes the Paragraph, and 
tells us in fuch Circumllances, ^ that there will be no room 
for Thoughts of infixing on Limitations, and humbly con- 
ceives .that what is faid is fufficienc to (hew the NeceHity of 
fettling the Succeflion upon the Foot of our old Conilitution; 
that it will be the only way to fecure us againft thofe Dan- 
gers we are threatened with, from the Madnefs and Folly 
of both Parties, *vi%. Whig and Tory.* 

* My Lord Chancellor, this anonymous Author hath faid 
very much in favour of the Rights and Privileges of this 
Kingdom in thefe Remarks, and other Books which I h'lve 
feen ; and in particular, hath been at fome Pains to excafe 
fome great Mei)» whofe Works and Adions I would have 
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Ann« 3 Anattg rather to fpeak and plead for them, that we may fee and 
17^4* know in good earneit tn whofe Company we are, and with 

C/''*V^*\J vvhom we have to do. Yet I muft f;^y, the Aothor fecnu in 
rarneft for fettling the Succeffion. 

< Tis certain, my Lord, whoever is for preiSng an Union 
or a Communication of Trade at this Time, is diametrically 
againft the fettling the Succeifion ; and, if we do not perform 
' this neceiTary Point this Seffion, what Conftruflions wifl 
I4cn of unbiaiTed Principles^ Men of the fame Religion with 
ourfelves all the World over, pat upon our Management? 

* Will not the Majority of this Aflemby be juSy fufped- 
C(d, if the SuGCeiTion be not fettled this Time ? On this Point 
depends the Security of all that is dear to us both fpiritnal 
and temporal, at Home and Abroad ; and whoever are a- 
gainft it, without all manner of Dot|bt, are Enemies at bot- 
tom to par Queen, to our Religion and Government, and to 
the People of this Kingdom, and their Pofterity. The Per- 
' fon, my Lord, who I prefume you will think fit to name for 
a SucceiTor, is her Royal Highnefs the £iedorefs Dowager 
of Brun/wick and Lumnburgh^ the Princefs Sophia ; (he is the 
next Proteilant of our own Royal Family, whofe Mother was 
a Native of our own Country, born at Duftftrmling, Her 
Highnef&*s Blood is truly Royal, her Inclinations and Heart, 
as I Jim credibly informod, are entirely Britt/b ; and, my 
Lord, we can go no where elfe for a Succeifor, but to her 
and the Heirs of her Body. When this Point is fettled on 
the befi Conditions proper for us toaik» and in her Majefty's 
Power to grant, none in this Affembly will have Occafioa 
fo very often to make mention of her Majefty's Death, as 
they did lall Year, which indeed carries fomething rude in 
cxpreffing it. We all loiow, my Lord, ihe is mortal ; may 
we a6t and fpeak as if we thought ourfelves fo, and may we 
ivever have Occaiion to make more mention of her Death ; 
may fhe outlive all of us ; (he is the Support and Glory of 
iis» of our Religion, and of the Quiet and peaceable Govern- 
inent we all enjoy ; and by her ihining Charader, illuftrates 
and adorns all her good Subjeds.^ 

* Wherefore, my Lord, let it never be faid^ that we of 
this Parliament, either by Negtedt or by wrong Principles, 
or by a Mi Hake in our Judgments, grafpiog at what can ne- 
ver be obtained, are either the immediate or mediate Caufe 
of eclipfing fo bright a Luftre, as fhines thorough all thedir 
ilin£l Parts of her wife Management at Home as well as A- 
broad. From hence we hear the joyful News of Vidories, 
and a happy Progrefs by the wife and adorable Providence, 
ip the late great Succefs vouchfafed to her Ma jelly's Arms 
and thofe of her Allies; whereby Qod hath thust far di&p- 

pointed 


(jbiht^d the Hdj^es, and coafounded the Devices ind atobii Anno 3 Ann^ 
lious Defigns of the common Enemy. ' ^ 7°4* 

* I preiame to fay, With Sabmiffion, that our Diviiions a- V.-i/y"N^ 
liiOngft ourfclvesi thcfe laft i><'o Years pad, have given hef 

Majefty more real Vexatipn and Trouble than all the great 
Affairs of Europe, of which fhe hath a very great Share ; 
this alone is a Reproach to our Nation in general : Whereas 
indeed the true Caafe is the Pride, Ambition, and covitout 
Humoar of fome few particular Men of both Parties, who 
all pretended the Service of the Queen and the public 
Good i whereas in good Earned, all that thefe pretended 
Patriots atro at is to be chief, and the firfl in Polls and Offices 
oi Profit and Truft^ by which they may pretend a Privilege 
to fpend and fqaander away tile public Revenue, opprefs 
the People, to fupport their own Pride,' Vanity and Luxury. 

Hinc ilia Lacrymce. 

From fuch Managers and felf-intere(led| paffidnate, proud 
Men, are all our Mifery , and all the Reproaches cafl upon the 
Nation : Covetcufnefs aild the Love of Money blind thefe 
Meu's Underiiaodings. Let us not follow their Maxims^ 
left we prove troublefome to our Sovereign, and afelefs to 
the Public I know .very well, my Lord, fome here whd 
arc really for the Succeffion, but are not for having it fettled , 

at this Time for feveral pretended Reafons ; but a great one 
is^ they would not have his Grace, my Lord Commiflioner^ 
iiave the Honour of pacing it, whilft he fits on the Throne. 

• I confefs^ for my own Part, I have no Concern whoever 
does a good thing, provided I have a Share of it ; and I 
hope, if any Man is againft it on that Account, he will re. 
pent and confider the public Advantage: From which, and 
from ail that has been faid, I >am, my Lord, for fettling of 
the Succeffion now, before the Houfe proceeds to any other 
Bufinefs.' 

But, notwithllanding thcfe Speeches, the Earl of Rothefs *^Ya Refdvcs 
having prefcribed another Refolve, it was carried by a Ma- prefcribed by 
jority of 55, that the Refolves prefenied by the faid Earl, the Earl of Pc- 
and that prefented by the Duke of Hamilton, Ihould be jointly ^^^^^ and Duke 
voted, and they are as follow : . "^^^^^ 

Refahed^ That the Parliament will not proceed to a Nomi- 
, naiion of a Succeifor, unlefs we have a previous Treaty 
with England, for Regulating our Commerce, and other 
Concerns with that Nation. 

And further it tj re/bl'ved, That this Parliament will pro- 
ceed CO make foch Limitations and Conditions of Govern* 
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^onojiAiaxg mcnt, for the Ratification of our Conflitution, af may fecurv 

the Religion, Liberty, and Independency of this Nation, be' 

fore they proceed to the faid Nomination. The firft Part of 

this Rcfoiucion was propofed by the Duke oiHamiUm, aad 

the litter by the EnrI of Rotbefi. 

The Duke of The fame Day the Duke of Athol moved, that his Grace 

Ath^rs Motion the Lord Commiflioner would be pleafed to write to her Ma- 

fdating to the j^j^^ to lend down the Perfons who were Witncffes in the 

Inte Plot, and ^11 the Papers relating to the fame, that that 

Affair might be examined to the Bottom, and thofe who were 

unjultly and falfly accufed might be vindicated, and thofe 

who are guilty punifhed, according to their Demeritsi 

Whereupon the Lord Chancellor declared, that his Grace 

had written, and would write again on that Subjcd. 

The i9tH, the Earl of Marchmont made a Speech to thit 
Effed, ^ That iince the Houfe had refolved not to fall im^ 
mediately upon ftttling the Succeflion, it was highly reafon- 
able to make an A£l to exclude all popifh SnccelTors, aa the 
mod effedual means to ftrcure the Peace of this Kingdom.** 
The Duke of Hamilton faid thereupon, * That it was not 
now a proper Seafon to anfwer that Propofal, bat that it 
(hould be anfwered another time. This occafioned fome 
Debates, and the Earl pretended that it was contrary to the 
Cuilom of Parliament to interrupt a Member; but nothing, 
was refolved thereupon. The fame Day the Duke of Ha- 
milton moved for a two Months Cefs, for the prefent Subfif- 
tance of her Majeily*s Forces; and the Lord'juftice Clerk 
moved for a Supply for fourteen Months, payable in two 
Another of th ^^^^^* Thefe two Motions were taken into Confideration 
Lord Jufticc ^^ lift, and it was carried by fixteen Votes for the latter; 
but on the 25th, when the A& of Supply was again taken 
into Coniideracion, and an additional Claufe about the Secu- 
rity of the Kingdom was offered to be added to the Ad of 
Supply, after a Debate thereon, the following Refolutions 
were offered by the Lord Rofs. 


Xarl of March- 
months Motion 
to exclude Po- 
pifh SucceHTors. 

Thwarted by 
the Dake of 
Hamilton. 

The EarPs 

Reply. 

Duke of ka- 
milton*s Mo- 
tion for a two 
Months Cefs. 


Clerk for one 
of fourteen 
Months. 


Conditional Re- 
folve offered by 
Lord Rofs, 


which is op- 
pofed. 

An Expedient 
prefented by 
the Earl of 
Rozborough. 


Refolved, That the Parliament will proceed to grant two 
Months Supply for fubiiding her Majelly's Forces, and as 
foon as the Ad of Security, now read, has got the Royal 
AfTcnt, will give four Months more. This Motion being 
oppofed, the Earl of Roxborough prefented the following 
R^ffolution as an Expedient, <z;/s:. 

Re/oh ed. That there be a firft Reading marked on the 
A61 of Security, and that both the Ad, and that for the Sup- 
ply, be without being farther proceeded on» until his Grace, 
h&r Majefty's Commiillonery receive Inftrudions as to the 
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AG of • Security, it being then free to the Parliament to AnnojAniut^ 
proceed on the Ads jointly or feparately, as they (hall think ^704- 
fit. This Rcfolve was approved, and the A&. of Security V^^^>0^ 
bad a firft Reading marked thereon. The 27th, the Parlia- ^^ apprwed* 
Boent adjourned to the 3d of Auguft^ expedling by that Time 
that the Commiffioner would have received her Majefly's 
Inilrodions on the faid Ad of Security. 

On the 5 th of Augufiy the Ad for the Security of the 
Kingdom, in cafe of her Maje(ly*s Death without I£ue, and 
that for a Supply of fix Months Cefs, had the Royal AfTent ; 
the jfiril of which, by reafon of the Singularity of it, ihall be 
inferted. 

* Our Sovereign. Lady the Queen's Majefty, with Advice 
and Confent of the Eftates of Parliament, do hereby ftatute Scotch Aft of 
and ordain, that in the Event of her Majefly's Death, or of Secwity. 
the Death of any of her Majcfty's Heirs and Succe^ors, 
Kings or Queens of this Realm, this prefent Parliament, or 
any other Parliament that ihall be then in being, (hall not. 
be diiFoIved by the faid Death, but (hall, and is hereby re- 
quired and ordained, aiTembled, to fit and ad in manner after- 
mentioned, notwichilanding of the faid Death. 

^ And if the faid Parliament (hall be under Adjournment 
the Time of the faid Death, it ihall, notwithfhnding, meet 
precifely at Edinburgh the 20th Day after the Death afore- 
faid, excluding the Day thereof, whether the Day of the 
faid Adjournment be fooneror later. 

** And it is ^rther ilatuted and ordained, that in cafe 
there Ihall be no Parliament in being at the Time of the faid 
Death, then the ElUtes or Members of the lad preceding 
Parliament, without Regard to any other Parliament that 
may pofiibly be indided, but never met, nor conUitute, fhall 
meet at Edinburgh on the 20th Day after the faid Death, the 
Day thereof excluded. 

** And farther providing, that in all or any of the iaid 
Cafes, if there ihall happen to be any Vacancy of a Mem- 
ber, by reafon of Death or Promotion, the Barons or Burghs 
concerned, ihall have Power to chufe and fupply the &id 
Vacancy in the accuftomed manner. 

^ As likewife, that in all or any of the faid Cafes, no Per- 
fon who hath been, is, or ihall be then a Papift, and hath 
not purged himfelf from Popery, by taking the Formula fet 
down in the third Ad of the Parliament 1700, before the faid 
Death, ihall be capable to be a Member of, - or to eled, or 

be 

* It was thi^ A3, which was pafTed by the Advice of the Earl of Go-« 
dolphin^ and was loudly complained of in England^ that gave Rile to the 
Union* 
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AilnoB Anne, be t]t€ttd to the faid Meeting of the Eflates in ParUam6h(. 
17^ And ficklike, that no Engtifiman, or Foreigner, having a 
ilcotch Title, and not having an Eftate of 12000/. yearly 
Rene within this Kingdom, Ihall, ^n the Event aforefaid/ 
have Place and Vote in the faid Meeting of Eilates. 

^ And the faid Eftates of Parliament appointed, in cafe of 
the Death aforefaid, to continue or meet as above, are here- 
by authorized and empower*d to 9l6l and adminiftrate the 
Govern Aient in manner afrer mentioned; that is, thac^ upon 
the Death of her Majefty, heaving Heirs of her own Body,- 
or failing thereof, lawful SuccefTors defrgned or appointed by 
her Majefty, and the Eftates of Parliament, upon the Death 
of our fucceeding King or Queen leaving Heirs or Succel^ 
ibrs, as faid is, the faid Eftates of Parliament are authorized 
and empowered, after having read to the Heir or SuccefTor 
the Claim of Right, and defir'd them to accept the Govern- 
ment in the Terms thereof, to require of, and adminiftrate 
to the faid Heir or lawful Succeflbr, by themfelves, or (uch 
as'they fhall commiftionate, the Coronation Oaih, and that 
with all convenient Speed, not exceeding thirty Days after 
the Meeting of the faid Eftates, if the faid Heir or Saccef- 
for be within the Ifle of Britain ; or if without the fame, 
not exceeding three Months after the faid Meeting^^in order 
to the exercifing the Royal Power, conform to the Decla* 
ration of the faid Eftates contained in the Claim of Right. 
. *' As aifo in the Cafe of the faid Heir or Succeflbr, their 
being under Age, which, as to the Exercife of the Govern- 
ment, is, hereby declared to be, untjl their attaining to feven- 
teen Years compleat, to provide for, order and fettle, within 
the Space of fixty Days after the faid Meeting, a Regency 
for the Kingdom, until the faid Heir or Succeflbr take the 
Coronation Oath, and do adlually enter upon the Exercife 
of the Government ; the Regent or Regents to be appoint- 
ed always having the Claim of Right read to him or them, 
25 above, and he or they taking at his or their Entry the 
Coronation-Oath, and to continue to fit andaflfor the Space 
of three Months, unlefs they be fooner lawfully adjourn'd 
or difTolved by the faid Heir and Succeflbr, being cntred, 
or by the Regent or Regents lawfully fettled, as faid is. 

** And farther upon the Death of her Majefty without 
Heirs of her Body, or a Succeflbr lawfully defigned or ap- 
pointed, as above, or in the Cafe of any other King or Queen 
thereafter fucceedins;, and deceafing without lawful Heir or 
Succeflbr, the aforelaid Eftates of Parliament convened^ arcr. 
thereby authorized and empowered, to nominate and declare 
the Succeflbr to the Imperial Crown of this Realm, and (o 
fettle theSocceflion thereof upon the Heirs of the faid Suc- 
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icelToi^s Body ; being always of the Royal Line of Scotland^ Anno Aaoa, 
land of the true Proteftant Religion. no^» 

" Providing always, that the fame be not the Succeffor to L/"Y^"N^ 
cfie Crown of England^ unlefs in this prefent SeHion of Par- 
liament, oir any other Seffion of this, or any other enfuing 
Parliament during her Ma jelly's Reign, there be fuch Con- 
ditions of Government fettled and ena^ed, as may fecure the 
Honour and Sovereignty of this Crown and Kingdom, thq 
Freedom, Frequency and Power of Parliaments, the Reli- 
gion and Trade of the Nation, from Englifi or any foreign 
Influence, with Power to the faid Meeting of EDates to add 
fuch further Conditions of Government, as they ihall think 
BCceiTary, the fame being confident with, and no ways dero- 
gatory from thofe which fhali be enabled in this, and any 
other SeiTion of Parliament during her Majefty^s Reign. 

** And it is hereby declared, that the faid Meeting of the 
Eftates (hall not have Power to nominate the faid SucceHbr 
to the Crown of this Kingdom, in the Event above expref- 
fcd, during the firil twenty Days after their Meeting, which 
twenty Days being elapfed, they fhall proceed fo make the 
faid Nomination with all convenient Diligence. 

•• And it is hereby exprefly provided and declared, that 
it (hall be High-Treafon for any Perfon or Perfons to ad- 
miniHrate th'e Coronation Oath, or be WitnefTes to the ad. 
miniftrating thereof, but by the Appointment of the Eftatci 
of Parliament in manner above mentioned, or to own or 
acknowledge any Perfon as. King or Queen of this Realm, 
ID the Event of her Majefty's Deceafe, leaving Heirs of her 
Body, until they have (worn the Coronation Oath, and ac- 
cepted the Crown in the Terms of the Claim of Right? 
and in the Event of her Majefty's Deceafe without Heirs of 
her Body, til! they fwcar the Coronation-Oath, and acpept 
of the Terms of the Claim of Right, and of fuch other 
Conditions of Government as (hall be fettled in this, or any 
other enfuing Parliament, or added in the faid Meeting of 
Eftatesy and be thereupon declared and admitted as above, 
which Crime (hall be irremidible, without Confent of Par- 
liament. 

^* And becaufe in the aforefatd Interval of twenty Days, 
betwixt the faid Death and Meeting of Eftates of Parlia- 
ment, in cafe there be no Parliament affembled for the Time, 
it is nece(ruy that the Adminitlration of the Government be 
provided for in that Interim. Therefore it is hereby de- 
clared, that in cafe of the Death of her Majefty, or of any 
fncceeding King or Queen of this Realm* in ail or any of 
the Events above- mentioned, the aforefaid Ad minift ration 
fhall be in the Hands of fuch of the Members of the faid 

EHates 
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AQflo 3 Aiuiie> EAaCes of P«rlitment» and fuch Members of the Prtrf 
1704^ Council laft in being, as (hall beat Edinburgh at the Time of 
the iaid Death, or fball come to Edinburgh before the afore- 
faid tvventieth Day, and ihall meet in the Parliament Houfe 
there, which Members of the Edates, and the faid Members 
of the Privy Council, axe hereby empowered to fit and ad 
in the faid Interim* for preferving the Peace and Quiet of 
the Kingdom allenarly, and till the (aid Meeting of £(lares, 
and no longer ; thirty of the faid Members of the Efiates, 
and Members of the former Council, being a ^orum, the 
Plurality being always of the Eftates who were not of the 
fgrmer Council. 

^' And it is hereby further (latuted and ordained, that all 
Commiflions granted to the Ofiicers of Eilate, Lords of Trea- 
fury and Exchequer, Prefident of the Privy Council, and all 
other civil Commiilions that are now granted during Pka- 
fure, fhall, by the Deceafe of the Xing or Queen reigning, 
become null and void, excepting SherifB, Stewards and Juf* 
tices of the Peace, in their refpedlive Bounds. 

*• And for the /urther Security of this Kingdom, her 
Majefty, with Advice and Confent aforefaid, Itatutes and 
enads, that the whole Proteftant Heretors, and all the Burghs 
within the fame, fhall forthwith provide themfelves with 
Fire-arms for all the fcnfibie Men, who are Proteflants, 
within their refpedive Bounds, and thofe of the Bore pro* 
portioned to a Bullet of fourteen drop Weight running ; and 
the faid Heretors and Burghs are hereby empowered and or- 
dained, to difcipline and exercife their faid fenfible.Men« 
once in the Month at lead, the faid Heretors always taking 
the Oath of Allegiance and AfTvirance ; as alfo fuch He^-etors 
or fenfible Men who are fufpcfted of Popery ,,are hereby ap- 
pointed, when required, to take the Formula inentioned in 
the A61 of Parliament, 1700, and that before the Sheriff of 
the Shire, or any other Judge within whofe Jurifdidlion they 
rcfide. 

*' And it is hereby likewife ftatated and ordained, that 
upon the Deceafe of her Majefty, or a»y of her Heirs or 
SucceiTors, the Commiilions of all Officers of the ftaoding 
jforces above a Captain, fhall immediately become void and 
null ; and that the Captains of the feveral Troops and Com- 
panies, and the Lieutenants of thofe who fiiall have belonged 
to the Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels, and Majors, do conti* 
sue to command their refpe^ive Troops and Companies, 
without extending their Command any farther, under pain 
of Treafon, till further Orders from the faid Eftates or Com-- 
mittee in the Interval. 

^^ And further, her Majefiy, with Advice and Confent a* 

forefaid. 
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On the i4th the Council of Trade being twenty-one in ^ nno 4 Am*, 

Namber, wz. fcveta of each ^^ftate, were named in Parlia- '705- 

menc, each Eiiate naming fevcn of their own Members, ex- v,/*V*V^ 

chiding all Farmers and Collectors of the Revenue. The 

i6th, the Overtufe of an Ad for chufing Officers of State, Proceedings on 

Privy Council, Treafury and Exchequer, in cafe of her Ma- feveral Points, 

jcfty*s Dece&fe, without Heirs of her Body, was read ; and by way of Pro- 

alfoan Ad for ^Triennial Parliament ; and both were marked^\^*^'"' ^'^ ^^^^ 

a firft Reading. They proceeded alfo to confider the Ad Death "'^ * 

about the Way of chufing Officers of State, ^c. in cafe of 

her Majeft^y's Deceafe without Heirs of her Body, ard after 

Debate upon ihe Claufe for naming the faid Officers, it wns 

put to th^'Vote, if the Nomination of the Officers of Srare, 

^c. ihoald be by the King in Parliament,- with the Advrce, 

Confent, and Approbation of the Eftates, or if the N'omina- 

tion (hoaid be by the Eftates ot Parli^inent; and carried that 

the Nominktioa fiioald be by the Efiates of Psrliamtnt. 

Moved,. that the Nomination upon the De/ttii of arv of 
the Lords df Sefiion or Jufticiary, be in the iame Vlan-ier as 
the Officei*s of State, and added to this Ad. Moved alfo, . 
that the fame be confidcrcd by a fcpamte A{\, ard after 
reafoning, agreed; that'the Lerdsof Seffion and Judiciary be 
named in the f^me Manner as the Officers of State, an j thac 
the Commiffions to be granted to them upon any Vacancy 
ihall be during Life. 

On the 2ift the Parliament proceeded to the further Confi- 
deration of the Ad, abouf the Way of chufing Office rs 6f 
State, in cafe of her Majei!y*s Deceafe without Heirs o.^ her 
Body, and moved, that a Claufe be added, that in the P>enc 
aforefaki there be three Prefidents of the ScOlon chofen and 
named by the Parliament, to prefide by Turn; for the Space 
of two Months only, and after reafoning it v/as put to the 
Vote, add the Claufe or not, and carried in the Negative. 
Then the Ad being read* it was' put to the Vote, approve 
the Ad or not, and carried approve 

Some Days before, the fo^owing Draught of * Limita- 
tions was given in by Mr. Hetcher of Saitofty upon which 
there werefeveMl Debates and Speeches. . 

Overtures for Limitations on the Succf (Tors of her Majedy 
deceafing without Heirs of her Body, who fball be likewifc 
Kings of England, 

I. That Eledions Jhall be made at every MV^«//w^/ Mr. Fletcher's 
head Court for a new Parliament every Year, to fit the firii I>^a"g^^^°^ ^- 
q{ November next following, and adjoarn themfeivcs fiom "^^^^^^'^ * 

1705. e timo 

* Thcfe Limitations were both jivcn into Parlismcnt^ and fct fcrth in 
Pfint m 170S* 


( XttlT ) ' 

Afiao.4 Anme^ time to time tiQ tu^xt Michaelmas, Tbattbej cliufe tbctr 
iZ^^ . ^^^ Prefidenty and chat fvery thing ibaU be detcnsincd by 
ballotiing in place of voting. 

II. That fo hiany leiTer Barons fhaU be added to (he Par- 
liament, as there have been I^ob|emen created iioce tb^laft. 
Augmentation of the Number of Barons ; and that in ail 
Time coming, for every Nobleman, that ihall be created^ 
there (hall be a Barpn ad[ded to the Parliament. 

III. That no Man have a Vote in Parliament bat a No^ 
bleman orcledled Member. 

IV. That the King (hall give the Royal Affent to all Laws 
offered by the £(lates, and that the Prefident of the Parlia- 
ment be empowered by his Majefty to give the Royal Af- 
fent in his Abfence, and have loL Sterling a Di^ Salary. 

V. That a Committee of thirty one Membersy of which 
nine to be a ^orumt chofen out of their own Number by 
tvtty Parliament, (hall, during the Intervals of Parliament^ 
under the King, have the Adminiftration of the Government, 
be his Council,- and be accountable to the neict ParUaipeat, 
with Power in extraordinary Occafions to call the P^nlament 
together ; and that in the Oiid Comicil all l^hingt b(e.4ietnr* 
mined by ballotting in th^ place of voting. * 

VI. That the King without Coofent of )Parli«niei»t, (hall 
not have the Power of making Peace and Wai;, or that of 
concluding any Treaty with any other State or Potentate.^ 

VII. That all Places and Offices, both civil and militaiy, 
and all Pen(ions formerly conferred by our King, (ball ever 
afer be given by Parliament. 

VIII. That no Regiment nor Company of Horfe, Foot, 
or Dragoons, be kept on foot in Peace, or War, but by Con- 
itnt of Parliament. 

IX. That aU the fenfib^e Men of the Nation, between 
(ixry and fixteen, be armed with Bayonets and Firelocks, aQ 
of a Calibre, and continue always provided in fuch Arms, 
with Ammunition fuitable. 

X. That no general Indemnity, nor Pardon for any Tranf- 
grelFor againll the Public, ihaff be valid without the Confent 
of Parliament. 

XI. That the fifteen Senators of the College of Juftice, 
Ox?)! be incapable of being Members of Parliament, or of 
any other Office, or any Penfion, but the Salary belonging 
to their Place to be incrpafed as the Parliament (hall think 
fit, tho' the Office of Prefident be in three of their Num- 
ber, to be named by Parliament, and that there be no extra- 
ordinary Lords ; and alfo that the Lords of the Juftice 
Court (hall be diilinA from thofe of the Sefiion, and. under 
the lame Reilri^ioas. 

XIL TJtti 


( XXXV ) 

Xrr. That if any Kijig break in upon any oflthere Con- Anno 5 A0BK9, 
didoat of Govennnenty he fhall by the ElHites be declared '7o^« 
to have forfeited the Crown. v^yVX^ 

On the 2 ;d, the Parliament proceeded to confider the Aa for triennial 
A€t for a Triennial Parliament; and after fome reafoning, P-^r -*^cnts 
whether this Aft ihould take EfRd during the Queen's '*''^^^"^' 
R^ign, 6r not till the Reien of the SucceiTor, it w-.s put to 
the Vote, and carried that it ihould take Efftd during her 
Majefly'*s Reign. Moved, that this Parliament continue 
only for one Year after the Date of the A& ; and aifo 
moved, that it may continue for three Years after i being ' 

pat to jthie Volte, it was carried that it may continue three 
Years. ' looted, that by the A^ all Farmers and Cojledora 
of her Majei!y*s Cuftom and Excife, and Surveyors, be de- 
clared t6 be uncapable to be chofen' Members of Parlia- And approved^ 
ment. Then the whole A£t being read, it was put to the 
Vote, approve or not, and carried approve. 


PROCEEDINGS in /i&^ Scotch Par- 
liament relating to the * Union, 1706. 

TH E Commiffiqners of both Kingdoms having pre. 
pared a complete Sche^te of an entire Union be- 
tween the two Nations, fome Particulars being only 
referred, to be fettled by their refpedive Parliaments s when 
every thing was agreed to, they prefented one Copy of the 
Treaty to the Queen, and each $ide had a Copy, to be pre- 
fented to their refpedive Parliaments, all the three Copies* 
being figned by the Commiiiiooers of both Kingdoms : It was 
refolved to lay., the Matter firll before ihe Parliament of 
Scotlatul, becaufe it was apprehended it would meet with the 

freateft Qppo&tioh ^here. Accordingly, when the Scotch 
Parliament met, on the 3d of Odober, his Grace Jamts Duke _. , ^ 
oi ^eknjhury, her Majefty's'High Comroiffioner, went to^;*^^^"!^ 
the Parliament Houfc, attended by mod of the Nobility, High ..ommi^ 
Barons and Members of Parliament, where his G race's fionervi 
Commiflion was read and recorded as afual. After which, 
i^Majefty*s Letter to the Parliament was read as follows; 

AliiiE R. 

"My *L9fds and Gtntlemen^ 

SIN'CE your laft Meeting, we did nominate Com- tcr 

miiBoners to treat of an Union between our two, Kirg- to the Scotch 

* See an Account of the Proceedings of the Commiilionen of both 
Kinidoatt » Chan OLKft*i Hift. Anno 5 Aaoflc 1706^ Page 474, 
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A: --^ ' Ai nae, *' ^r.nv Ci{ Gotland and England, and by tbfir gc6«%Care and 
]j^^' ^' ' '. i^CDwC, z 'Ircuiy 1:1 happUy conclixieci ^ laid before 
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V\ e hr ^ r cnilic^ you together as foon as our Affairs could 

: r, fh .( tiu* Vro.uy n.iy be under your Coriiideracion, 

*' J'- }'<jr:unff of tie At\ m ide io the laH Sefton of our 

TM-nwnt tl.eic; and we hope the Terms will he acccp* 

1 t' Union ha? been Tongdefired by both Nationa, and 
n- ^h 11 tfteem it the greatert Glory of our Reign to 
V it now pcrk^ed, bcng fully perfuaded, chat it mull 
'* \ .AC the gieitelt Hippjnti- of our People. 

*' -in entire iind period Ucion will be the folid Pounda- 
•* f'on of 'aflmg PeiCc: It will fecure your. Religion, Li- 
** bifty and Piopcrty, remove the Animofities annong your- 
** fctve«^,and the Jealoufies and Differences betwixt our own 
** two Kingdi ms : It mull incre^fe your Strength, Riches, 
*^ :.nd I radc : Aid by this Union the whole Ifland, being 
^' joi'.cd in Aifcdion^ and free from all Apprehenfion of 
V ciiifcrcnr IntcrelU, will be tnabled to refill all its Enemies, 
** lupportthe Protcilant Inteycft everywhere, and mjiintain 
^- rlic Liberties of Eunpf. 

^^ V V CO upon thi.^ Occaiion reptw the A^reficea, we 
*' huvf K.:mr:.y given you, of our Refolutibn to maintain 
" rhc Govern nr^ent of the Church, as by Law eftabliihed in 
*' Scs//afid, and the Afts of* both Parliament?, upon which 
rr.is Treaty proceeded, having referved their refpeflivc 
Cj^vtrnmcnts of the Church in each Kingdom ; the Com- 
jr.iJiioners have left that Matter entire; and you have 
now an Opportunity for doing what may be neceffary for 
lecuringoi your prefent Church Government, after the 
** Union, within the Limits of Scotland. 

*' '1 nc Support of our Government, and your own Safitty 
«« docf. require, that you do make neceiTiry Provifion for 
*• m^/»ntai!jing the Foices, Ships and Garrifons, until the 
*• F.rnnjent of Great Britain (lull provides for thcfc Ends 
»• in the United Kingdom. 

«* \Vc have made Choice of our trufly and right entirely 
*< beloved Coufin and Counfellor, James Dake of ^fenfiury, 
«* to be our Commiffioner, and reprefent our Royal Pcrfon, 
** bring well fatiified with his Fitnefs for that Truft, from 
*' Experience we have of his Capacity, Zeal and Fidelity to 
** ouV Service, and the Good of his Country ; which, as it 
'* has determined us in the Choice, we doubt, not but will 
*^ make him acceptable to you. 
My Lords and GentUmin^ 

*< It cannot but be an Encouragemeat to you tQ finiih tl)e 

•» tJniw 
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'* Uoimi »t tluft tiiMy dMt Ggd Ahoi.igbijj ia« bTefled •ur A^w^ ^ Amw. 

^' AiiQs, and thoie^f pur Allies, with (qgieatSuccefs whici^ ilo6, 

** gjyes us the nearer. Profpedi of a happy Peace, ^nd with \m^^\tJ 

^^ it you will b»V6 the full FoiTeEion of all the Advantage^ 

** of this Uaipn ; ai\d. yoa h«tve no Re^^foo to doubt but thq 

*^ Parliament 9^ England wrll do what U^ neceflary on theic 

'* Part, afc^r the Readinefs they have fhewn to remove what 

*' might obftrufl the entring on the Treaty. We voil 

*^ Cjirnefily recomixiend to you Calnmieis^ind Unanimity, '\t^ 

*' Mm* gf^^ and W^igh^y Affair, th^t t^e Union may be 

** brought to a happy Concluiion, being the only cfFedlual , 

*• Way to fecure your prefent and future Happiness, and to 

'^ difappoint the D^flgns of our and your Enemies, who wjU, 

** doubtlefs, on this Occafion, ufe their utmoft Endeavours 

** to prevent or del^y this Union, which muft fo much conJ 

** tribute to our Glory, and the Happinefs of our People : 

*• And fo we bid you heartily farewel. 

Giiun at our Court at Wind for Caftle, the thirty firfi Daj 
c/" July, 1706; and of our Reign the fifth Tear. 

By her Majeilyjs Command. 

The Letter being rpad, his Grace the Duke of ^uttnf 
hury, her Majefly^s High CommiiTiox^er^ fpnke as follows: 

M}'Lord» and G^mtk^ipiy 
-^ flier Majefty* by her gracious L^t^M^r, has acquainted Lord Hi|h 
yOM, tliat the Tsea^y of U«i<op between tjie Kingdoms of ^'^''^^'f^^"*'** 
Scot/(ifid SLti4 Eugi^nd (pwrfuant to an Aa made in your lafL ^1'^^^'^* 
SeifBoii) has been happily agreed on, which is now in my ' 
Lord Regi(ler*s Hands, ready to be laid be^sre you. 

* The Loffds .Conaiaiflipneri for this Kingdom have been 
diligent aqd zealous in concerting juft and reafonable Terms ;, 
and it mull be acknowledge4, we meet with a ytry fair and 
friendly Difpofition in th^ Lords Comm^fionprs on the other 

P»rt. 

* The Treaty has, with all Humility, been prefented to 

t\kt Queen, and w%s n^oft graciouily received ; and tho* no 
Reign was ever {9 tr^ly great,, for wife ^d (ieady Councils,, 
8|nd fo many important SucceiTes, as (hat of her MajeHy, yet, / 
you fee, fhf is pleafed to efleem the perfecting of this Union ^ 
as the gteate(l Glory of her Reign, being the mod folid 
Fouada(ioi» of a lading Security to the Proteftant Religion,, 
and the Liberties of Europs, and of Peace and Hajppioefs t» 
Jyer Peopk. 

* Thefe Reafons, I doubt not, will make the Treaty zc*^ 
ccptable tQ you ; and I perfuade myfelf that you will proceed 
v^ith foch Cal^nnefs and Impartiality, ae the Weight of the 
&ibje£t re<]|iiir<s» ^^ 9ks becomes fo great an AiTerobly. 

« The 
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lor*ft Speech. 


( xnviii ) 

* The Lords Commiflioners for botl^ Kingdoms tvere-Ii*. 
oiited 10 Matter of Church Governmenti for the Security of 
Prefbyterian Government in this Church, you have the Lkw^ 
titmdy made for its Eftablifliment^ the Queen's repeated Af- 
furances to preferve ir, and I am empowered ^to cenfent to 
what may be farther necefikry after the Union/ 

' Her Majefly has been pleafed to recommend to you to 
inake Provifion for the Forces^ Ships and Garrifons, which 
is very necelTary, the Subfidies granted at your laft Mat- 
ing being xun out; fo 1 doubt not you will fpeedily renew 
them. 

My Lord/ an J QentUmtn^ . 

* I am not infeniible of the ereat Difficulties that attend 
the weighty Charader, it has pWaicd her Majefly to honour 
me with» but with yi>ur (avourable Ajliitance, upon which I 
very much rely, I hope» by my %pk\ and ?'}dt\\tf for her. 
Majefty's Service^ and the Good of my Country, which 
are infeparable^ to diicharge my Doty on this cxtraprdioary 
Occafion.' 

His Grace had no fooner done, th^ the Earl of SeapiU^ 
Lord High Chancellor, fpoke to them in this Manner : 

' Mj LorJi and Gentltmen, 

* It hath been, and is the greateft Happinefs of this Nsi» 
tion, that the Queen our Sovereign, hath always wadr k the 
chief Defign of her Reign, to protect her ^ubjeds in the 
Enjoyment of all their Rights and PriWJegts, to promote 
their Good, and to eftablim their Peace and Pffo%erity np* 
on fure and lading foundations^ 

< For thefc Ends, her Majefty, in her -mod gracious Lst- 
ter, doth, with great Earoednefs, rccomi&end to yoo.the 
concluding of the Union of the two Kingdoms, and has 
plainly and fuITy laid before you the great Advantages that 
this Union muH bring with it to all Britain^ and iH particu- 
)ar to this Kingdom. 

* The Lords Commiffiooers nan^ed by her Majefty for 
this Kingdom, to treat of this Pnion* have endeavoarcd to 
difcharge this gre^tTruft with all Fidelity, and have agreed 
to fuch Terms and Conditions as I hope duiil he found joft, 
honourable and advantageous : The Treaty ha v been already 
received vtty graciouHy by her Majefty, and js now ready 
to be reported to you, for your Cohfideration. 

< I do not think it proper, at this time, to defecnd into 
the particular Articles of this Treaty i * I fliall -only beg 
Leave to fay in general, that it mull be of great Advantage 
to have this whole Tfland united under one Govemmene, and' 
^conjoioed entirely in Intereft VMi Aff;Ai0O| having E^ality 
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of at! Rigtrt^ «nd PrMleges, with a free Confmu^ickdon Aitoo 5 Aiu^ 
and Infefcoarfe of Trade, which inaft certainly elbbliih our ' 17A 
Secttrity^ 'augment our Strength, and increafe our Trade and 
Riches. 

< We can nerer expe6l a more favourable Jun£^are for 
compleating this Union» than at prefent, when her Ma^y 
has not onfy recommended it, but declared, that Ihe will 
cfteem it the greateft Glory of her Reign, to have it per* 
ftAed i hnd when the ParHament of England has fiiewn its 
Inclinations for At; by removing all thofe Obdacles that did 
lie in the Way of the Treaty : And it mull alfo be acknow« 
ledged, that the Lords Commiffioneraf for England did tefti^ 
their good Difpofition all along in this Ai&ir^ And the great , 
and glorkwi Soecefles wfaerewitli God has blefied her Ma- 
jeftjr's Arnss, and ihefis of her Attiev, give nt the Hope of a 
near and advantageous Peace, whereby we will be put in 
the PoUeffioBy and attain to the fiitl Enjoyment of all the Li. 
bertiea< and Priviieges of Trade, bow ofliKred by the Treaty. ^ 

* The Commi&oers of both Sides have on^ treated of 
fach Things as concern the Cfvil Govemment, Libenies, 
Privileges, Trade, i^d Tltxes s but found themfelves limited 
as to the Church Government, that being reierved to each 
Kinsdom by the refpedive A£ls of Parh'ament, upon which 
the Treaty prooeedid' i and yon have now not only the Iaws 
already made, with her Majefty's moil gradoos, repeated 
Afiimnce, for mamafaifag and continmog PftAyterian 
Chorch GoverMBent'Within this Kingdom : But thk furth^ 
Opportiintty of makings fuch Conditions and Provifions, as 
(hall be found neceflary for its Security, after the Conclufion 
of this Union, wtfhin the Limits ofSMlaml. 

' Her Majedy reeommends to you, to provldethe neceffiiry 
Supplies for the Troops, Garrifons and Shipf ; the Fundf 
formerly given, are* eatptrtK) ; and therefore I doubt not but 
yoii will eafily «6mp)y withwhat-is fopfiitnly neceflary, for 
the Prefervatton pf the public Safety^ and peventing i\k% 
Deiigns of Enemies now in Time of War. 

'Since we have now the Oppottunity of e^bHfliing for 
OQffelves and onr Polleriiy, by this Union with Et^land, all 
that concerns odr Religioii and liberties, together with the 
moft valuable Privileges of Trade, I am'hepefai that yon 
will proceed to the Coirfideraiioa of the. Articles of ther 
Treaty, in fnch Manner as (hall bring it to the defired Con- 
dttfion s and it cannot but tend to the laiHng.HonoHr of this 
SelBon of Parliament, to have fo happily finiihed this moft 
impoftant and weighty Matter.* 

Oa the lath, k^was moved, That the Articled of the p^ooeeabsiar 
UaJottj earned on by the Coomiffioners of both Kingdom^^ Boat die Umotu 

fliould 



AiuM 5 Aiw»> (hoiild be ttU; lat-^Ifo t^ Mioottf of die HM CM*i&». 
er6. And ihtf ^idticd cbat all Reoofd^, reiadng to ionaer. 
Treaikft betw«e« boUi KingdoAi, (bo^\d be. laid before tbe 
Houle ; and that in the Intervah of Parliament, they Aoold 
be feeo in (be lower 'Parjiamc^, whmt /^Mne of ibc Lord 
RegiAer's Servanu were to attend.. And cbe Artictesof 
Union being accordiogljt icad agMflt-it was agreed, Tkat the 
PaxUameat' AoaU jprOceed 4o the CooSderatton of thxm* 
A T^i -^ Oo the 1 5th» wheo they debated tba Voie o/ the i :5th, to 
for hnL^^r^l*«<^«^« Articles oftbe Uaioi^ or delays the Country 

tor, out over* 1^. ./. xv. i»i- ixr .' 

ruled. P^cy «rgu«d for a Delay : But beiag put tothe Voto» it was 

canied Proceed, Yea*s ii^ No'i 521 fo that it was carrkd 
by 64. 

On the 1 6th, they rchd the firfi eighl Ankles of cbe Treaty, 
aadtibe Prooeediiga of tba Coiii»iffieiifPs relaiiiig to them ; 
and on the i9tb, rcbe IXtk, Xib, XJiK Xlltb, XUlth, aad 
XlVrb, were ail ffverally read^ wkb the Proceeding! of the 
CommiAomtn in ibe ttm^ celating totben i and wereaE 
cK^aofied ok. Tb«a ibe X Vtk Artklo waa reftd, with the 
PjooMdiogs reiotiflgjio it : And after Ibme reafoDiag, there 
aAioie a &b«l« abcnt she Cakolation of ^be Sums tberein 
mCBlioiiedi wbioh was adjouraed siil the next Meetb^. 
Tbe Cakulatiofia. debated, we/c aboat the Equlvakm of 
3980^0/* 10/. to .ba.^raBiied to*Srf/i!iiW» >fer comkig into 
ftTOiai Cu^oma, now. payiaUe in Bi^gt^mdt and applicable 
tewandt Hftaent of tbe Debts of Enjgkmd, oontrtiaod beioio 
tba Union 1 aodordiog to tbe Pr(^Qrtioiirwback the pnoicat 
CnftoBistta £r9//0iM/, being ^.0Oqo/« fm^jitumm^did bear to 
tht Culloids iji £sf/4Mi/,'aMDp«tad at i$$iS$gi. pir Jn- 
num ; and which tbe prafeile EoEOife in^&rsrjkiM^ being 33 joo/. 
pir AmMm, beaia to fbe ENoife aa &t%imi^ eoiapiiOsd at 

On the 22d,i the* Deba^ about the»Gakulattoe of tbe 
E^ivaleot of 398085^/. to s. was iefutlifd ; and alter^ieaic 
TitaefpeiMt apen it^ it wu agredd to aaflie a CotDaaiisee of 
cbree Perfons of each Staler to proeeed and examinie tbe &id 
Gakolatkm» wki to repore tbe fame id aba Pariaameiit ^ Then 
feveral Piaragrapbs of the XVtb Artiolo wete read ogaia, aad- 
farther avgued oiik* The XVItb aad XViltb Artieies were 
aiib/read ; a«d with ehe Procctfdings of tbe Comaaiflioiiera 
ivlating to them, wej^ alib argiM ufion. So wtts the 
XVIIlih lAfticle, and^he Frooeedings rdafii^ to it» s^ad af- 
ter fome Dikoarfe ctpOR 1% the further Coafideratton iA ihiM 
Article was defciyed till the next Sitting i «tbe kmt Day fe» 
veral Members fpoke to Eqaiwileilt and Trade ia geaansl* 
and to>that ofiheJtTrkaH Compaay ii^particoiar s Upon the 
Jatttr^, there were two Motions made^ oac^ that tbe Parlia^c 

ment 


ittifti Smttfd iflfift tlj|$dn a Cohi|)en(k|ioii of alt Ak tolfet the Mi6 ^ Aaoii^ 

l>aHF[^ Colfnpiny had (bftalMd, fince thofc Ledes were occa* I'T^ 

fioiied by 'the uiiiitii; ihlel^mtfddKDg of Ef^atid, a« appe^r^d Vi/HTXi/ 

by f6to^r y^t^s <5f the JP&rlkmeht 6f Scsthtkii. The othtr 

Was, ihilt i^eing ^he Bqtff^^aihSiit to bt giren to the Proptfe^ 

tbrs 6f the ufritan Com^^f^^ ^8 not td bft pAid by Eyigland% 

bot oat of the $£^# CURoih^ aAd Bxctftfi ahd thtrefbre th6 

Property of that Com^ny oilght to befbng id tfr^ Kingdoitt 

iof'St^tAtHdi as a Nat$6ha1 Company, and doc b^ abandoned 

%ititil tho Natibn (hw ^ proper Octafibn^ and an adequate 

Ptk^ for ti; Both thefe Motions, And fbvetal bfhers of tbi ^ 

jike ftrt, Wei^ laid upon xhH Tabtfe, «o be conffdered «(^hed 

the Articled tb >Mhich -tlifey i'eiated Wer^takba itito Confidia. 

hitfiHi. 

Oa the i^i the XVlifth Artkl^ off the Uhion «vas agaiA 
Ytnd, whHi k #83 toio^, that {ht En^lt/h Lews concern ing 
th*' Re|ufeti6n of TVadd^, ^^'. to Which itotlattd, by virtue 
trf'lHfe Treaty, was riafel*. bfe prhit^d. M6v«d alfo, that the 
*«i^/?^ Book of Riite^, With thfe AbHdgrtient of tht Laware- 
liititTg thfereunto, be frtoed. Mof ed alfo, that it be remit- 
1^ Id a Gbmniitte^ of Pal^KatA^t^ tb tMt f^h ^the fatd 
lA^i to \>t prihted as ^tfftidXX fee jutl, or ttt report tb thte 
P^UaHil^nt. And afti^r forrfe Debate tlpliti ft, the forther 
CofttkiifMtirn bf it Was dt^lkyed til! the n^t Sitting, 

On the ««Jtfi, the Day that the XlXthi Xmh and XXIft TlicLauarflnr 
Al^id^s Wer^ Mil i&hd VJ^bated, and that the X?XIId and ilruaioasruhi» 
KXIftd Was r«kd; a PVfihf Was deltveiied to ail the Members 
as they ent^rtJd the Hdtifti whkh ran in theft Words : 

inftra^io9s.by the Magiilrates and Tqwa Council of the 
Burgh of Lauder t to their Commiffioner in Parliainent, ia 
relation toxhe Union j^rapos^d becwixc th« Kingdoms of 
S€$iiand ikndjwghmlt 

* At hmdir the ijd Day of Oadftr^ 1706 Years, the 
!whfch Day the dai?ifii a^ ToWn-Coantil of the Burgh of 
Laitder^ being convened in tJonncii Within the Toihooth of 
the ihid ItHr^b, having neceli^ a Letter dirtied to them from 
tlifc Right Hoimubble Sir ^amuii MtfcMettetn, Lord Provoft 
0f Edift^rgi^, dated the r$th Dtiy of Oaid>tr Iniiantv caliti^ 
ikAtf iiidiitittgageiii»rili]bnvention of the Royal Boron^ii 
fo }^ holden and fo fit at Mdin^rgi^ epon the a^th Day 6f 
this iaftant OShbify and intreatibg to fend a Commiffioner 
to Hi« faki Convention^ fttlly ibftruAcd^ lit relation to the 
UtoioA propofed betwixt the Kingdoms of Snotiand 9^iA Eng^ 
iaadi tftc. AS thd liiid Letter faiars, Attd the faid Letter, 
with the Articles of the hH propi^ UnioD^ being both 

'f«/iitajpQW|e)y rent}^ In fireftei^ortht .fiailiiSs and Cms- 
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SAttmt cil and alt the other Bargreflei* Inbabittiiti of the fiiii Bnrgb^ 
1706. allowed by the Bailiffs and Coiwcil in this io great Concern^ 
"" to be' there prefent, and to give their Opinions* It was un- 

•nimeufly agreed to by the "Bailiis and Council, with Con. 
{ent of their neighbottriog Bargefies, chat Sir DiwiJ Cuu- 
ningham of Miimcrsugt Knight and Baronet, and their Com- 
jniSioncr and Reprefentative in this preient Parlianeoc, 
ihoold be their Cooimifliooer in the forefaid general Cooven* 
tion of Boroughs, in the Terms of their Comniifion of the 
Date hereof. And being fully convinced, that albeit their 
Conuniflion for reprefenting them in. this current Parliament » 
be conceived in the noft full and ample Terms imaginable, 
yet the fame can never empower him to adl or yote any thing, 
< which may tend to the impairing or fubverting, or altering 
any manner of way his Conftituents Conftitution, Rights or 
Privileges, without their particular and unanimous Confent 
given him for that Efied* And having likewife ferioofly 
coniidered the ieveral and particular Articles of the (aid pro- 
pofed Union, and that they look opon themfelves as bound 
in Duty, at this time, to give their Opinion in relation to 
the Union propoied, do therefore unanimoufly give it as their 
humble Opinion^ that the devolving the Powers of the Scots 
Parliament into the Hands of a fmall number of Lords, fia- 
trons and Boroughs, allowed by the laid propofed Articles to 
• fit and voce with the whole Lords and Commons of Engiand^ 
in a Parliament to be called the ParUawunff Gnat Britain^ 
\% diflionourable and prejudicial |o the Kingdom of Stotland^ 
tending to the Deftrudion of their ancient Confiitution, and 
all their Rights and Privileges, as a free People in general, 
and to every individual Perion and Society within the fame, 
efpccially that of the Boroughs. 

* Therefore, unlefs ic (hall be firft agreed to in thn prefent 
Parliament, or any ocher before the faid Union, that the 
Siots Parliament (hall continue in aU time hereafter as for- 
merly, and che Laws and Subjeds ^iScotland (hall be only 
fubje^ed to the Wifdom of -a Scm Partiament; conftituted 
according to the Laws of the faid Kingdom : 1 he faid Bai- 
liffs and Council, with Confent of their Burgefies, have em- 
powejred, authorized and requined, and hereby empower, 
authorife and require the faid Sir David Cunningham^ their 
.Commiifioner in this prefent Parliament for them, and in 
their Names ^d Behalf, in open and plain Parliament, l^ 
his Vote to diilent to, and dHapprove of all and every one 
of the Articles of the faid propofed Union. And in cafe 
. the faid Sir />^<ii/^ fhall not follow and obey the(e our In- 
ilrUdlions, ^e proteft, that his Vote in .the contrary thereof 
*i&fiun, being not «niy contrary to hk CoAftitaents their Ig- 

-: ' ' ilrudiions. 
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ftftrftfons, but likcwife tending to the impaiifng'ahd fubvert- Anno 5 Ann«, 
ing of their Coirftitution and Privileges : But in cafe it Ihall ^^ 
be firft: agreed td, by this or any fucceeding Parliament, that 
this and the fucceeding Parliament fhall continue as for- 
merly, we then promHfe to give him, or any other our Com- 
miffioner for the Time, our particular Inftroftions, as to the 
other feveral Articles of the faid propbfcd Union. And that 
this our Opinion and Proceedings may be made known to 
oar Brethren the other Royal Boroughs, Wc have ordained 
thcfc Prefents to be publicly printed and difperfed among 
them. In Teftimony whereof the faid Sir Da^id Cunning- 
harn*s Commiffion to the Royal Boroughs, and thefe his In- 
ilruftions to the Parliament, being fubfcribed by the fiailiffe 
in prefence of, and at the Command of the Council, are ex- 
tra6ted forth of the Town-Court Books of the Borough of 
Lauder, by Mark Hendirfon^ Common Clerk cf the fame, and 
the common Seal of the faid Burgh is hereunto affixed.* 

Sic fuhfcrihitur ^ 

M. Henderfon, Clerk. 

The fame Day, Mr. Fletcher of Saltou took the Freedom to Mr. Fletcher 
fay in Parliament, that ' the Intereft andHonoar of the Nation warm Aflertioiu 
was betraye3 by their Commifiioners. This occaioned a Motion that he 
gre^ Heat in the Houfe, and it was demanded that he fhoald might be called 
be called to the Bar ; upon which feveral Members of all ^° ^^^ ^^* 
Ranks ftood up to vindicate what he had laid: And after a 
long Debate it was propofed, that he fhould explain him- 
ielf. The Explanation which he gave was to this £ffed,His bold Expla- 
That he could find no other Name but Treachery to the a6t- nation. 
ing of thofe Gentlemen : He did indeed acknowledge that 
the Word was harib, bat it was Truth ; and if the Houfe 
thought he had con^mittc^ any Offence by the £xpreflion, he 
was willing to fubmit to their Ceniure ; upon which the 
Debate was iec fail. 

When the Articlet abbot the Number of Scots Lords and 
CoatHions, that were to be admitted to the Parliament of 
Great Britain, and the Proceedings of the Commifiioners re Maro^efs of 
lating to tie fame, were read, there were (harp Speeches on Annndale 
both Sides, particularly ^twtxt the Marqacfs of jiimatulaU £. of Stair, 
and Earl of Stair, by Mr. Fletcher of Saltm, the Lord Jul- Mr. Fletcher, 
tice Clerk, and Sir A. Home, And the Duke of Hamtiton ^^^"^"^ 
concluded with one, wherein many Doubts were propokd ^^V '{^^o,^ 
about the ^ota of the Sects Lords and Commons, and the and Duke of 
yielding the Precedency of the Scots Peers, to all the EngUJh Hamiiton* 
/>f the iame Rank ; to which no Answer was given, nor any 
Vote propofed that Night, fo that they -adjourned. 

It muft be owned that thofe who oppofed the Union, left 
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Aa«* 5 Mmt BO Stone witomri to carry thetr^ Point | dusy- and ikeiv 
<7o6. EmifTaries talked of AddrciTcs from all the Corners qf tbf 
V^'^r\vi/ XiRgdom againft the prefent Scheme, wherein thtey pretend- 
ed not to be againil an Union, bat againft the Terms, ^ 
propofed ib the pre fpnt Articles ; fo that ma^y of the Tra« 
dersy who at £r& feomed fond of it, now imbib'd other Nor 
t'rons, and Pamphlets were fpre&d about to perfuade the prff. 
byteriani, that this Sipheme was contrary to th^f Na^on^l 
and folemp League and Covenant, and that by the 4cra- 
mental Tell, which was edablifbed in England, they would 
be excluded from ;^U public Foils, in the Gav^nament of 
Great Britain ; And others pretended to aiTure then* that if 
they made the Repeal of that Teft a Condition of tk^ U» 
]»ioB, it would be complied with in England. 

The Parliament having rea4 the XXIVth and X^Vth, 
being the two lail Arti(:Ies, on the 30th, they adjourned to 
fJo^mbfr I ft. 

The Parliament li^ent thro^ the jirft reading of the Articles 
(of the Union, laft Month, and on the £rft of Nevember it 
was moved, ihat they (hould then proceed to the further and 
more particttbr Confideration of the Articles of Union, in 
<Qrder to approve or not, and to begin with, and read the firft 
Article, Moved alCo, that theiiifther Confideration of the 
Articles of the Union ibou Id be delayed for fome confidenble 
time, till the Sentiments of the Parlfdment of EtgloMd con- 
cernirg it be known ; and that the Members of Parliament 
might confuh thofe whom they reprefented. And after fome 
Debate on thofe Motions, feveral Petitions aiid Addrefies weie 
Sefertl Pd^i- prefentrd , ^«. One in the Name Of the Barons, Freeholder!, 
gonsagaii^theap^ Others within tfce Shirt 9i Midkthtan: Another in 
v^lJ r^ • Name of the Barons, Freeholders, and others withia the Shire 
pf Liniithgofw: And three, in Na|de of t^ Barons aad Free«P 
holders ^Pirtb Shir^z All againft allowing of an incorpo- 
rating Union with England i and read, and dtfceorled on. 
And thereafter, the Debate to'Dehiy, on aceouni of coafnltr 
ing of thofe whom the Members reprefented, and of kaow? 
\n% the Sentiments of the Nation, and the Procedure of the 
!Pariiaioe|kt of England, was let fall, and agreed that tbe firft 
Article of the Union fhould be nadf but ukat it fliouki be 
entire next Be^n^^nt of Parliaments to debate whether or »ot 
\ the firtt Article ihould be concluded, by appr ovusg tkeveofi 
pt not. Or if the Parliament might Dot, bcfbie eoocluding 
. thereof, begin with and conclude any other of the Articlea. 
And accordingly the firft Article was read. The r^fiof the 
|)ay was fpent in reading and reafbnmg •» the Addieies; 
the Countrjr jParty argued, that the Union wat a Matter of 
^ |re^taad general Cps^m, tliat it waa not to be go&e into 
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with Prcipifimio^j ^^A, (jlu»t tbi^e wfrf maty itfpri; Acldref- A«ao 5 Abiu^ 
f«s comng. |[>y ^hiqh tt)ey w()ulfl f«« tb^e Incliiiatioiis of th« '7<>6* 
CcMpnuy, ^d of d?f ir Cofifijtu^mi. Aftw this fevcral ocher ^^^TV^N^ 
PropoWs WCTC ^f red lis Pr«liB|invie9. before th^y Ihould ^^J^"** 
cuter upoti t)ic Treaty | f^^ of whick was, that this King* 
dom fhoold for tyu l^ tii^ PUee of thf Prince's Education 
and Reiideo^ri then t)ier9 was a Dcb^lc, whether they ihould 
proceed i^ipediatfly to |he ^ooiideraiion of the iiril Article 
of the Treaty, 9^ th^ Security 9f t^e Kirk. I'his lafted till 
Night, a^d then the P^rliamcAt was i^^journed till next Da/» 
whfnaccordifigly they ipet, and had a very warm Debate, Debatt en fccn* 
whether ^hey &ould firft fccurc the Kirk» or enter on the firil 'in$the Kirk. 
Article, ^uch Time being fpeni in ihist my Lord Regiiler Lord^Regifter 
gave in a Refolve as the &a|e of the Vote, that they (hould ea- f^^ ™ * ^** 
ter on the Article; but witfc this Provifo, that tko' it (hould ^ * 
be vote4 ?Pd ^^ppreve^, it ihei^ld be no ways binding, except 
all the reii were agreed (p. In oppoiitiqn to this, it was 
propofed, that the State of the Vote ihould be fimpiy, enter 
on the Article, or iirit fc;cure the fCi.rk. A gr^at many fpoke 
for both States of the Votej but being put to the Queition, 
the Lord Regiiler's was carried by a Majority of 38, and Which is cw« 
then approved by a greater Number, After this there were ^' 
long and fmart Speeches, Pro and Ccn^ on the Subjedl, parti- 
cularly by this Lord ^ Bilba<v€a, and Mr. Fhtcher of Saltan. 

During the Debate, whether the Security of the Kirk,, or Farther DeUts 
the firil Article for uniting both Natipns into one Kingdom, ^° ^^^ Security 
under the Name of Grtm Brii^in^ ihould have the Prcfc **^ ^* '^^ 
rence ; it was urged, that according tp the laudable Cuflom 
of this Kingdom, as appears by their ancient Adh of Parlia^ 
ment, the Kirk had always the Preference to ^y^ty thing 
etfe. But a Lord, when he found that the iiril Articles of 
the Treaty had the Preference, alluding, with refped to feme 
>who were of the oppoiite Side, to JhUus Cafar\ Sayi/tg in 
the Senate, Et <vos ttiam met Fiiii ? And art you alfo againft 
mt, m Sonsf There had been £ndeavours likewiie uied m 
the Commiffion of the General AiTembly, to poiTefs them 
with Apprehenfions of the Danger of the. Kirk, from twenty 
fix fiiihops being in the Parliament of Great Briiain^ where 
the Kirk could have none to reprefent her, from the Bnghfi 
. ^cramental Teil, and for the Oath of Abjuration, by which 
they muft approve that 'Part of the Limitations, which ob- 
liged the Sovereign \o be of the Church of England^ &c. 
^ojtwithftanding all which, it was criminal, by the Law of 
England, to fay, the Prince and Parliament had no Power tg 
alter the Succeffipn. l^pon which they would have carried 

things, 
S#e that of Lord Belhaven la Cv^XDiaa^s Hifbry^ Annp 5 Aw^d 
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Anno 5 Awm, things' in the Coqiniiffion againft' an incorporating Union, 
17^6* but were prevented by the ruling £l<fer8. And in ''order to 
make the Kirk eaCy, there were fone who pixmiifed, that 
when the Article for an incorporating Union pafled, thef 
Hiould have an irritant Claufe to make the Union void, in 
cafe the Parliament of Great Britain ihould, in time to come, 
alter the prefent Government of the Kirk ofScotiand, How- 
ever, many of the Miniilers and zealous Prelbyterians ex* 
preiT.d their Difpleafnre, that the Security of the Kirk had 
iioc the :^ reference. When the Vote was prefled for approv- 
ing the ilrll Article of the Union, a certain Duke fpokc very 
boldly againft putting it to the Vote, without giving the 
Members Time to coniider of it, which, be faid, was their 
Privilege : Upon this it was delayed till another Day. 

On the 4cn, the fird Article of the Union was again read, 
and after fome further Debate upon \t^,h Refolve was offered, 
and given in to the Houfe by the l^larquis of AnnandaU^ as 
follows : 


Refolve of the 
Marque^ of 


' Whereas it evidently appears, fioce the printing, pub- 
lilhing, and conficfering of the Articles of Treaty now before 
this Houfe, this Nation feems generally averfe to this incor- 
porating 'Union, in the Terms now before us, as fubveriive 
of the Sovereignty, fundamental Conllitution, and Claim of 
Right of this Kingdom, as now by Law edablilhed. 

* And feeing it is. too evident, that, if any Union were 
agreed to in thefe Terms by this Parliament, and accepted of 
in the Parliament of England, it would in no fort anfwer che 
peaceable and friendly Ends propofed by an Union, but 
would, on the contrary, create fuch difmal Diflradions and 
Animofittes amongfl ourfelves, and fuch Jealouiles and Mi- 
ilakes betwixt us and our Neighbours, as would involve 
thefe Nations in fatal Breaches and ConfuHons. 

* Therefore refolved, that we are willing to enter into 
fuch an Union with our Neighbours of England, as (hall unite 
us entirely, and after che mod (Iridl Manner, as in their and 
our Interefls or Succeflions, Wars, Alliances and Trade, re- 
ferving to us the Sovereignty and Independency of the Crown 
and Monarchy, and the ancient Privileges and Immunitiea 
of the Kingdom, and the Conilitution and Frame of the Go- 
vernment, both of Church and State, as they (land now, 
edablifhed by our fundamental Conftitution, hy our Claim of 
Right, and by the Laws following thereupon. Or, 

Re/ohed, * That we will proceed to fettle the fame Sac- 
ceffions with England, upon fuch Conditions and Regulations 
of Government within ourfelves, as (hall efieilually fecure 
the Sovereignty and Independency of this Crown and King- 


(•■ %. 
XVll ) 

dom, tnd indiflblyableSodety of thefiune; with the funda- Aam's Aanar^ 
mental Rigbti and Conftitations of the Government, both ^ JZfl; 
of oar Church and State^ as the fame ftands eftablifhed by * ^^^^ 
the Claiin of Right, and other Laws and Statutes of the 
Kingdom.' 

Which being read and debated, the Vote was flated, ap- 
prove of the firft Article of Unjon or not : But before the 
Vote, the Duke qI Athol gave the following Protellation. 

* I, JiAn Dakt of Jtho/, proteft forjnyfcJf, and all others, ^>»ke of Athol's 
who ihaU adhere to this my ProtcflatioD, that an incorporat- ^""^^^ *' ' 
ing Union of the Crown of Scotland with the Crown of u^on. 
England^ and that both Nations ihould be reprefented by one 
and the fame Parliament, as contained in the Articles of the 
Treaty of I^nion, is contrary to the Honour, Intereft, Fun« 
damental Laws and Confiitmionof this Kingdom^ the Birth- 
right of the Peers, the Rights and Privileges of the Barons 
and Boroughs, and J£i 1 30, Pari 8 Ja, VI. by which it ia 
ordained, that none of the Lieges prefume or take upoa 
them, to impugn the Dignity and Authority of the three 
Eftates of Parliament, or to feek or procure the Innovation 
or Diminution of the Power and Author]^ of the faid three 
Eflates, under the Pain of Treafon; and Is contrary to the 
Claim of Right, Property, and Liberty of the Subje6ls i and 
the third A£t of her Majefly*8 Parliament 1703, by which 
it is declared High-Treafoo in any o) the SubjeAs of thia 
Kingdom, to quarrel or impugn,^ or endeavour by writing, 
malicious and advifed fpeaking, or other open hQ. or Deed» 
to alter or innovate the Claim of Right, or any Article there- 
of: And therefore do defire, that this my Proteilatipn be 
marked in the Records of Parliament.* 

The fame Day, a Note was (laced in theie Terms, < Ap-* Firft Arddeof 
prove of the firft Article of the Union, in the Terms of the *^^ Union »i^ 
Motion mentioned in the preceding Day's Minutes, <7ij8. ^^^ 
That if the other Articles of Union be not adjufted by the 
Parliament, then the agr<eeing to, and approving of the Firft, 
(hall be of no EfF^ft; and that immediately af(t;r the faid firft 
Article, the Parliament will proceed to an A£i for the Seca* 
rity of the Dodrine, Difclpline, Worihip and Government 
of the Church, as by Layv eftabliihed wi^in this Kingdom : 
And it was carried approve in theTerms of the aboveMotion.* 

The Ad for Security of the Church, which was under 
Confideration of the Parliament on the 9tb, ran thus: 

« Our Sovereign Lady und the Eftates of Parliament confi- bI'I f«r the Se- 
dering, that by the late A&. of Parliament, for a Treaty curity of the 
with England for an Union of both Kingdoms, it is provided, Scoti Church, 
that the Commiffioners for tiat Ti«aty ihould not wat of, 
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Aaao 5 Amii^i or conceniitg «ny^^itef»tion of the ^Wo^flit p» bilc^Kne JIq^ 
>7o(t Governmem oC ^he CWrck. af jUiii Kihgdotm« m noi» by 
"'^''^ ' Lawcftabliflicdt wbic^ Trca^ bcilttg new reporird to the 
Parliameoc, and it beiog reflTosable a^ed necei&ry tkat the 
true Proceft&nt Religion, as prefently profeiTed Hirithm thu 
Kingdom » with the Wor(hi|), Dlfcipline and Geveroment of 
this CHarch, (hottld be efFeflually and unalcmbly fecbred: 
Therefore her Majefly, with AdWce and Confent of the faid 
£fliites of Parliafnent, doth hereby eftablilh aod confirm the 
iiiid true Protoftaat Religion^ and the Worihip, Diiciprtoe 
and Governmettt of this Churchy to conUhue without any 
Aiteraitoh to the Peo)>ie of this LAnd, in all fuecMing Ge- 
tteratbnsi and mere efjpeciaUy h<^r Majefty, with AdViceand 
Conihttt afoivfiiid, ratifies, approves^ ted for ever eoi>firms 
the 5th Aa of the ift P«rK K. IT and Q. M. entitled. An 
Ad fer retifyihg and confirmil^'tbe Cotafeffioitof FaUh, and 
fettling P^efbyterian Church GovlrilmeBt, with the haill 
other A6ts kA Parliament relating. iher«to, in profecution of 
the Deelnratioli of the Eftates of this Kingdom, containing^ 
the Claim of Right, bearing date the nth o\ Aprils 1689, 
And her MsjeRyt i^ith Adviee and Confent aforefaid, ex- 
preAy provides aitf declares^ Hiiit the forefaid true Proteftant 
Rtligiolii contained In the above-mentioned Coiifeffion of 
Fahh, with the Form and Purity of WorAiip prefently m u(e 
withii) this Church, and its Prefl^yterian Church -Govern- 
tnent and DifeipUne, thsit is co fay, the Government of the 
Church by Kirk-Seffions,- Pre(byteries, Provincial Syoods* 
and General Aflhmblies, all eftabltfhed by the forefaid hlBa, 
of Parliament^ purfuant to the Claim of Right, (hall remain 
•fid tontinne onelcerable % and that the faid Prefbycerian Go* 
vernment ihall be the only Ooveroment of the Church within 
the Kingdom oiSeotUnd, 

* And further, For the great Security of the fbrefiudPro* 
teflant Religion, and of the Worftiip, Difciplint and Go* 
vernment of the Church as above ell^lifhed, Mef Majefty^ 
with Advice and Confent forefaid, (latutes and ordaiAs, that^ 
in all time coming, no ProfefTors, Principals, Regents, Ma- 
ilers, or others bearing Office in ahy Uniterfity, Cotlej^e, 
or School within this Kingdom, be capable, or be admitted 
or allowed to continue in tne Exercite of the faid FdnCtionsi 
but fuch as fhall own and acknowledge the Civil Govern- 
ment, in manner prefcrihed by the A6ls of Parliament. A% 
alfo, That before, or at their Admiffipns, they do^ and ihaU 
acknowledge and profefs, and (hall fubfcribe to Che forefaid 
Conlisifion of Faith, as the Confefiion of their Faith^ and that 
ihey will pra£iife and conform themfelvea to the Worship 
prefently in \3k in (his Chuich^ and fnbmit Ch^felves to 
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the Govemment and Difciplinethereof, 9iAd never eodeavoar» ^ nno 5 Annsti 
d ireflly or fudireftfy, the Prejudice or Subvcriion of f He fatn e, ' 7^6, 
and that before the rcfpcdive Pre/by tws of their Boiiiids, by * ^'*''-^ 
whatfoe ver G ift,' Prefentation 6r*Prloirifion, thiey ii^ay it there- 
tofrovfded. • \ '. '■;■ • • ' ' * ■ '■ 

* And farther. Her Majefty, with Advice afcgrefaf^, ex- 
prefly declares and ftatutes, that none df^che Siibjdfls of this 
Kingdom ihall be liable to, bat al! and evety one of them 
for ever free of any Oath, Teft, w Sabfcriptiion within this 
Kingdom, contrary toi or inconfiftent with, tiieYorefaid true 
Proteftant 'fteh'gion, and Prefbytcrian CHurch-GoVcmment, 
Worfhrp, and Difcipline as above eftablifhed, and that the'fame, ' 
within (he fioonds of thi^ Church and Kfngdoifii, ihall never 
be impoftd' upon,' or 'required of them ih any " fort; ' Ani' 
laftly, that aftej- the Deceatle of her prcfent Majd!y^(whont 
God long preferve) the Sovereign fncieeding; to* her in the 
Royal Government of this kingdom j (hall in all time coming, 
at hfs or her Acceffion to the Crown, fwcar and fubfcribe, . ' A 

that they fhall maintain and preferve tfte forefiid Betjlentent • 
of the true PrbtSltant ReHjgton, with the Govemment, Wbri- , _ 

flitp, and DifcipHne of this Church ai above eftablifcW^^ invio-' 
lably. And iris hereby fiatutedand ordained; that this A& 
of Parliament, with the EftabfiihmenC therein containeid; fhall 
be held and obfetved, hi all time coming, as a fundamental 
and eflential Cbndttion of any Trefety, or Union to be con^ 
eluded betwixt the two K^'ngdoms, without ftny Altteraftion' 
thereof, or Derogation tberiStb in any fort for ever. As alfo, 
Tliatthis A6II of Parliament, and Settlement therein 'contain'- 
cd, fhall be infcrted and repeated, in any A6! of Pariiament 
that Ihall pafs for agreeing and coifttnding th«f fofeftld-Trea- 
ty, or Union betwixt the two KtWgdomS, and that the fame 
ftall be therein exprcfly*d\j?ct4red, to be<a fundamental and 
effential Condition of the faid Treaty 6r" Union in allTimf 
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' On t^ 1 3tb, the Parliament proceeded to the fu jtHer Con! Farther Confi- 
£4e ration of the A£t for Security of the Kirk," ^c. within deration of the 
that KingcJon^; • And the Fourjh Gauf^ thereof bein^ aguio ^^. ^°^ the Sc* 
.read, it was moved, that i Claufe fljoald be added in^ theft ^^ ^\ ^ 
Ternis V * And that they fhall be capable of^ny O^ice, civil 
or military, aad to receive any Grant or GIfr, and to have 
Command, or Place of Troft^ from,, and under the Sovereign, 
within any Part of Great Erirain.* And after Debate thereon, - 
U was p4t tgthe Vote, Add or Not ; and it was carried Not, 
and the Claufe/ as It ilood, agreed to. And then the third 
Claufe of the AS was read ; and being amended, was agreed 
to. Whereupon the whole A'fl was again read, as alfo the ... 
Reprefentatioa of the Coiomi£ion of the General AiTembly ; 
>7o6. g ana 


lo s Aaa«« Kiii a Voce Mtti^^ Apfuxvt of tlft M drtii^t list beferp 
x7o€. voting, ikt LiOrd tilbmttrr 0nr6 ma Protettation m theie 
Terms; ^ That he did proi 


_ _ _ . _, „ protcft ti^',iiU 6Wii»^n^ tn t^aiKie of 

tordBelhaven> all th«m that fliould adhcris to' him, tfiat tfiis A£t was qq 
Protcftatwa, ^j^n^j g^cmiiy jp ^ Church^iB- i^e of an incorpiratii^ 
limoQi aa^ that the Chorc^ ^^uld have n^ real aotf folid 
Security by any maQaer of Omoo, byrwhicli die Oatn of 
Kight is ttDhinged» our Parliamept incorporatedl and our 
diltind Sovereignty and fndepend^ocy entirely aboliflled :^ 
Whidi being r^d» he took Inftf aoKM/^heteon^ a«d.^dhered 
thereunto. . 

' Then the Vote was put. Approve or not, lind it was carried 
Approve.; ^ndtt fi^as carried on the i4th| that the iecond 
Artioie of ^p yntoo dioold have the Preference, apd beconr 
fidered, before any qf thofe relating to Trade, Taxes, (sfc. 
dot notice iboiild nave been tafcen before, that when do the 1 2tii 
And Motion for ^^<^ ^!^.(<^ ^^ ofiered by my Lord Belhav4n^ for exempting 
exempting Scoti icots j^CA fromt the Sacrameajal TeH throi^K aU the JJomi- 
Men from the nions dl .SriuttM, tho{e.«fh<),w<re agatnft the Cfanfe faid it 
Teft Aft. ^fz^z thing oat of their Po?|«Jr, ahd not re^^able to fup- 

pafe that tjijgiaiui woi^Id gf^liic^ To whticb it ^s relied by 
t|ko(e of the other Side;^ tl^t th;e Defign of an Union was 
Eqoalii^. ; Init this was |^e grpateil Inequality imaginable ^ 
for the Efigl\fif were free:M> ppfleis Pkices in ^cftlanaw;hwit 
any fuch Impplitioq, bj^t they were excluded from Places ia 
Ei^lapd without-taking the faid Teft f , ap4 tb^ f^^ the Enihfi^ 
thought.the Teft a ^ood Security fpr their Churchy it was not 
Teafonable, that they, being- a Part of the fame United King- 
dom, s|nd obliged to maintain the Preibyterian Ooveroment 
there, ihoi^Id therefore be excfud/Bd/rom the f*rince*8 Favour 
in any Pari of iJI|e tfnited kingdom. However, the Clauie 
I^SlhfcMVA Q))t t>y, 39 Votef \ and then the other Claufes be- 
ing adjufled, the A^t for the Security of the Church pafled 
by a great Alajority, many of the Cavaliers not thinking 
th^rfif^lves Concerned to vote in the Matter: Tlit Duke of 
Tke Juices of HamiUon, the t)uke of jifhof,' Mifquis of Jtnnaitiah^ Earls 
^^fW,T^. of Ertut, Marifcbal, Wtgt^f ^Ad others, adhered to the 
of Arianda?r7 ^^'^ 5./&«'i;/«'s.Proteflation, that the Aa ^% nt) faffident 
Xarls of Errol, Security to ihe'Charch. 

Marifchal,Wig- The Reprcfentation of the Cammiffioft 6f the tkfltraf Af- 
ton,^'c. adhere femijiy^ reprefeJDting the Incrcafe 6f Popery, *Prophanity, 
y«'8Pr^eft!' ^'' arid Craving the fame might he reiTraihcd, and that the 
Keprefenution SuccelHon to the Crown might be efldbtilhed iki' Ae protefUot 
of the general Line, was read, and remicteci to the Committee t^t pilculat- 
Aflembly. ihg the Equivalent, to do thereih as they^ f6und |u(!. 
Second Article ' Then the fecond Article was again read, and h Wsts moved, 
^*^' that the Parliament ihould proceed' to fettte'tlife Succfcffion 

upon 


^fon B5gulatidiis.and Lifl;kitatioDS,\in thfiTetm$ of the Rer Anno j Amur| 
folyc jncntip'ned in the Minutes, the 4.th Infjant, a^d .not in LI^Jl * 
the (Terips of the fecond Article of the Union, ^oved alfo ^^-^vT^, 
to adjrefs her Majeiiy, and' to b^ before her the Conditida 
6f tlxe Natip^, and the Averfion,in many Perforis^toao in- 
corporating Union ; and to acquaiDl her Majefty of the^t 
Willlngneis jto fettle the Succeluon iti the Prote^ant *Line> 
iiponliimit^tiods'i and in order thereunto, that fome Recefs 
be granted; i\nd after fome , Debate on thbfe Motions, Jl 
Votfi was propofed, ^pproire, thdi fecond Article of Union 
.in the If^erms of (Iie.preliin|n^ry Motion, or not; ^nd after 
fome .further Del^ate^ the re was a feeohd State offered^ Ad- 
di:e(s or .pot. Then fe was jput to 'the.V^te, W^icthci: the 
fir^ or fecond fhould b^e the State gf the Votc« and it carried 
tha firft. . .'■/"' 

But it 'being moved, that fome further KLeafpnine fiiould 
|}eralloweji before the.Vote, a fteij, fome Debate it was agreed. 
That . the tngiijb Afts of ParYiaioent in the fecond Article.of 
XJnion be. K^ad* and .that imniediately after a V^o'te (hould be ^ 

Aate(}, proc^d to call tne Vote^ pr .DeJ^y . And accordingly 
the faid Mffg/i)^ h^s of Parliamei^t were read, and thereupoa 
the ^Vpte was ilated. Proceed to call the Vote for approving 
the iccond^Ariickj, .or Delay, and it was carried proceed! 
Thei* the .Vote was put. Approve the fecond Article In the 
.TfrjQs of the preiiQlinary Motion, yea or no. . . , 

,But before /Voting, the E^rl i^r|??Vgayejn the/ollow- J* ^^"^^'YJft 
ing.?rotefti whi?reby he did proteft &r himfelf, and all thofe ^jj^ ftco^Arti* 
who (h^piirfd^aJl^f^.to this Proteftation, * That no Pcrfon can^oftkeUaioa, 
be d.cf^nifiii^a'^uQCjiror to the Crown. of thi» Realm, after 
tbe.peceafe.pf h^r MajeCly (whom God long ptefervp)" and 
failing Heir^ of, Ijef Bqdy, who is Succeffor to , the. prpwn 
of .£;^/tfV# . nnliqs jhat in '^isi prefent Seflion oJT Parliament* 
9r jany oti)er Seflfpn of this or any enfuing Parliament, dur- 
ing 'her MajeA/s Keign, there be l^c^ Conditions of Govern- 
2nfnt.fi^tUed'a;^d»ena^» as ^ijjy fe9U|:e the .{ionovr .^nd 
Sovcxeignty of.this Crown and Kingdoiii, the Frcetdojp,.Frc- » ^ 

quen^' and P^iyer^, Parliament, the Rejigion, Liberty and 
Xra^e of tbA Nation, from E^/tfi or any foreign Influence,;* 
wiiich bei|ag,read, . he took' Jndruments thereon* ■ , -^ 

.. A?d ic^ii^s i^ced, that the' Lift o| the Members ihall be ^"^^1 
prii)U;das^e;f vote, Approve or not, and they who adhere**^" 
^ the P4rg]ff(lihQuld.bemark^d. Then the Vote w»s put, 
' Approve #r not, and it was carried approve. 

Tne^third Aftidc. being. wd on tjbe i8tb, it was aovcd, ?"*"l^'"? ^* 
That tie igree^g ^o tl^c ;hir4 Article of the Treaty, in re- 5^7^J,7 '^''* 
latioi^tothe Parliament pf Gri/?f.^rifAW, ChouU not be bind- 
^ng^ »or ^v^^^ny^j^ff^d, li^Jefs.T^rius '^nd Conditions of an 

, .g 2 . ., . Unipn 


(IH) 

Anao 5 Aniuey Union of the two Kingdoms, and particularly the'Conftitii- 
. S7<>^* . tion of the faid PSirliameiit, be finally adjufted apd concluded^ 
K^'yr^mJ and an Ad pafs thereupon in the Parliament, and that the 
faid Terms and Conditions be alfo agreed to« and ratified by 
gn Ad of the parliament of England, the C9nftiniition of the 
Parliament of GnatBriiain being left entire, until the Parlia- 
ment come upon the twenty-fecond Article. It war moved 
alfo to proceed to the Confideration of the fourth, and other 
Articles of Union* before xh$ third ; and after r^afoning ic 
was puc to the Vote, Proceed to tht Confideration of the 
third Article in the Terms of the faid Motion, or proceed 
to the fourth Article, and carried. Proceed to the third. 

Accordingly the Parliament proceeded to the Confideration 
of the third Article, and after long Debate upon it, a Vote 
wat ilated. Approve of the third Article in ^he Tertos of the 
faid Motion or not. 
Mar^uit of An* But before voting, the Marquis of AnnandaU gave a Pro- 
nandale^s Pro* teft, and craved that the Narrative of the Refolve, inferted in 
^^* the Minutes of the 4th JnHant, might be prefixed thereunto \ 

which Narrative and Proted is as follows, <vi%. ' Whereas it 
evidently appears, fince the printing and confidering the Ar- 
ticles of Treaty now before this Houfe^ this Nation feems 
generally averfe to this incorporating Union, in the Ternia 
now before us, asfubverfive of the Sovereignty, fundanieacal 
Conllitution, and Claim' of Right of this Kingdom, and aa 
threatening Rain of this Church as by Law eftablilhed ; And 
finCe it 18 plain, thfit if an Union were agreed to in thefe 
Terms by the Parliament and accepted of by the Parliament 
of England, it would in no fort anfwer the peaceable and 
fi'iendly Ends propo'fed by an Union, but Wouldt on the 
contrary, create fuch difmal Diftr&dions and Animofities a- 
' mongll qurfeives, and fuch JeaToufies and Miftakes betwixt 
us and our Neighbours/a^ would involve; thefe Nations in h- 
tal Breaches and Corifufipns.' 

' Therefore 1 do proteft for myfclf, and jn, Name of thofe 

who'i^all adhere to this my Protenatlon,' that an incorpo- 

, rating Union of the Crown and Kingfem of ^totland, with 

the Crown and Kingdom of £"zg/W, z^nd' that both Na- 

t*. - tions be reprefented by one and the **ft me Parliament, 

as contained in the Articles of the Treaty ofUnten, and 

contrary to the Hoh'cur, Intereft, fundamental Laws and 

Conftitutiiins of this Ki't)gdom, is a giving dp eh^Sovereign- 

.ty , the Birchright of che^edrs. the Rights>nfi MViJeges of 

the Barons and Burghs;" and la contrarJ^'>6 tM Cltiim of 

R ghr,' Property, and Liberty of the SilbMs*, and 3d ASl 

o\ her Majefty's Parliaoient in 1 703. By wnich it is declared 

High Treifon in any of the Subjeds of- this Kingdon, to 

quarrel* or endeavour by writing, malicious and advifed 

fpeiking 




fpeaking, or otfier open A€t or Deed, to alter or iniio^Kie 

tfc Claim of Right or any ArHclc thereof : Aid doprmeflr, 

that this f6all not prejudice the Feing of future '^^^r^ Far- 

Jiaments, and Conventions withitfi the Kingdom of Scotland, 

in no Time coming.' • 

' Then the Vote was put. Approve of the Illd Article in Thin! Article* 

thfr Terms of the Motion, and carried. Approve by 30. approved. 

It was late before^the Houfe rofe, and the Mob was rude to xhe Lord High 
the Lwd High Commiffioner; for, in his Return, though Commiflioner 
the Horfe-Guards were round hisGrace*s Coath, and fome insulted by the 
of the Foot-GreiiaJiers betwixt the Coach and Horfe-Gurfrdt, *^°^* 
the Mob threw Stones from feveral Corners, fonle of which 
fell into his Coach, and the Mob preifed fo'hard uponfthe 
Coaches, that they were forced to drivie foil fpeed down the 
Streets $ and oiie of hisGrace^s Pages faning behind, was v^ry 
ill treated by the Populace, Upon #hich, on the ipth^ the Complaint made 
Lord Chancellor acquainted the Parliiment, that the Lord {f""*'°V"b^thc 
High Commiffioner was infoled the Niglit before, by a Num- u^QhaxLlhu 
ber of mean People with Stones, ^ht Piarflament remitted 
it to the Committee for" examining tlM Equivalent, to indem- 
nify and give Reward for Difcovery, to feize'and imprifoer any 
whom they fufpe£leiJ, and to report their Information, and . 
their Opinion what Meafures might be proper for preventing ' 
the like. The ^nrliament did likewife recommend to the 
Lord High ConftaUe, toprofecutethofe imprifoned for a for- 
mer Tumiilt, and' that the MagiHrates of Edinburgh furniflli 
wh^t Proof againft them rhey could. On the 19th it was Duke of Athol's 
moved, th^t the PaHkment proceed to the IVth Article of Motion that th« 
the Union : f hen^lfhe Duke of JtM moved, that before they ^^^'^T k' u 
proceed to the ©id Article, a Ciaufe fnl added to the IIM "^S'k'thrte 

'Article, That the faid Parliament of Gnat- Britain (hould Years in Scot- 

; meet and fit once in three Years at le^^ ia that Part of huxl« 
Great Srrtatn, froW called Scotland: And after Debate^ the 
Con(ideration'of it W^ delayed tilt thePari lament (hould confte 

. to the XXIId Articte. Then the IVth'Artid^of the Union 
was fead ; upon' Whitli the Duke of Hamilton made a Mo- 

•tibn, thataH th% Rcgulaiiontf and ReAridtlons ofthtEngiiJh 

' Trade, tlve Pi^Wleg^s of their Cori^^fiies; ^r. (hould be laid 
before, thd Hodfei upon which the Debate was by Confent 

'**adjbtirned till ijext Sederunt, - 

Tb6lVth Article ofUnioll was aj^in read: Whereopen 

\l'tv9Bi moved, to take the fevei^r Branches of Trader to be 
C9pttitiimicatedi fntd Gbnfideration, that i^ teight theteby dip- 
'"fi^tkow kr theCoffttfunicatlon^f Trade' would be advan- 
tageoui to th^m ; and after re^ll^iAiing 'thereupon i the Vote 
«fB8<^rtel, Approve of the IVtA Article, referving theCon- TVth A^ckKv 
Adoration of tho feveral Branches of Trade, ti(l the PafHa- «ppn»^ <»& J 
coACert the fubfequent Articles, Vea or Not: And it 

was 


( Hv. ) 

AvD^AaMi^ iM$ ngreed, ilmt^ke Atonbers AiAll^4narkfiy],4s tbejrlbayfi 

•tfoi* tote, Appro«r or not ; and that the Lift o/ their Namcs^ a3 

\^yr^\jf ihe^ ihfti I vote fr<Q And <•«, be recorded and printett Then thfi 

.Vote VMS pat, Approve or -not ; and it was carried Approve. 

The Vth Ar« Then the Vth Article of the Union w^s rcacl, whereupon 

Ikkfcad. n Propofel'Wis given foT'Ca^piainiBg and enlarging the i^me, 

in thele Terms i * Thafc all Ships, or Vcflels «beJQngiog^a 

hei* Majesty's Subje'As of ScQtJsuul^ at the Time, of raci^mg 

th« Treaty of Union of thtt tj^oJCingiomsiiathePartlameiic 

of ScHian^t though loMJgn built, Hull be deemed and paU 

aa Ships of the building of Gitf^l Britain i The Owner, or 

where there are moreOwnars, one or more of the Ownpfi;* 

• witlMo twelve Months •fcer the Union, makii^g Oath, that, at 

Cbe Time of mtifying tkeTreaty of Union in the ^arlianusi^t 

of ^r«//aW» the iame did in Whole or in Part belong to hioa 

Ar tkesi, or to fom^ oc^r 8pbjed orSoi|jc£b of Scotland to 

be partloilarly named, with the Place .of their rei^edi ire 

Abode ; and that ihe (xme doth then* at the time of the. faid 

X>t|iofition» whol^ beh>ng to htm ox them : And that up 

Fohrigner, dire^lly oi; iadirefHy^ haih aio' Shar^, P^af c or 

Imeieit therein.* 

An Amend- ^hkh being ^m4> ^ was opoved, fl^t fijt Maathsmoit: 

iKnt offcT'd, ^^^ ^„y ^ ^^ ^^ ^ T^^ «llowf4, by the PrO|*^. 

fa^ /or perchaiiiig Ships or V^iZi^la. And, after fotneref- 

.fetiiftg upon it, the ftitther ConfideratiiMi. thereof was deUi"- 

fird tin «ext iictrng, which was on the ^jdowhen^the Vth Ar- 

ttoie of Union waa again read, wi^h tl^e P^opofal for^amend- 

ing, exp'aii)ing and enlarging the^iuaie,< inserted in th^,(or- 

,incr Days Minutef, and i«dl&d thus, w/a;. * That all -Ships. 

< or Veflfels bdoagiog to her MajefiyV Su^^t of Sniland^At 

the cifl(»e of nuifymg ^e Treaty of U/Mqa of the %WQ 

.Kingdoms, in the Parliameiu ci Scofland^ though. foxe^ 

/bttilt, Oiall be ^de(med and pafs as Ships of the £iiidi^ .X>f 

Great Britain: The' Owner, or whece th^r^are moreOwn- 

.ers, one or miare pf.the Pwneri, withii)j;kV(Biv^ Moaths^afier 

.th^ firlb Day of il^ofxt* lo^ikiAg Oath^thatatcbetime^of 

. ratifying the Treaty of .Union in.<h^ Parli^mefl^ Q{S^tJla»4f, 

.ihe faine did m All orio Parrbtlong t^-^if^Qr them,,ortto 

feme other Subje^ orS$il^e^9 ^iSpinlan^^q be pa^tioibu^jy 

named, mK, the Place of their refpcdiye. ^odes j.^dtM 

^4hc iMtit doth then, a£ the time of chc (aid Pf pofioioo* . Y^ol* 

. ly heboag to him or them ; and that no. Foreigaer, dicf^jr 

. or iiidtfe£tly, hath any :Share, Part, ^ latere^ therein.*^ , 

. Andifterfomerti^iuigtherepiie^rewasa'feG^dFr^- 

pa&] givea in for the amending ihe Arucle^ in t^f feTeuns^ 

AMtiiff'hyih«byxheXiOrd Biliavep, t That all Ships, and Ve.Cels faelo^- 

Lit4Mba?c», ingto her Majefty*s Sobje^s ofSfotUnd, at theTiw of 191- 

•iMyiig 


tiffing t\^ Tr^fy ofthc'UnioQoftlie twcJ i^Siigdomi, lit the Aano 5 Anmc, 
Parliameots of both JCingdoins. fbally ^<r.* Anid afcer rdme 1706. 
Iltebate, t%t Vote was ttated, Approve of tb^ firft Parg.graph >*/^'"V'"Vi# 
of* the Vth Article, with the fir(! Amei?dment or f*:cond*j 
and it was carried, Approve, with the firii Amendment. 

Thereafter, the Remainlder of the f;u4 Vth Article of U- 
nioD was read, and aPropofa) givea by his Grace the Duke 
of Hamtiton^ for adding iClaufe in theJTe ,Tcxm5, * That for "A Claufe ofFeied 
the Space bffeven Years/ firom and after the'concludincr the by the Duke of 
Treaty of Union in both Kingdoms, it is e^prefly agreed, Hamilton. 
that none of the $eamen or Mariners, on bdard any of the 
Ships belonging to the Subjefls of that P^rt of united Britain 
now called Scotland^ fhall cither at Home or Abroad be pref., 
fed from on board their Ciid Ships, to (erve in any of her 
Maiefty*s Ships of N^^ar, or Frigates^: And in cafe, afcer the 
fata (even Years/1l fliall happen that tKerc be a Levy of Sea- 
men in united Britain, tha^ Part liowcalJed Scotland &Ld^ only 
bfe burdjehed with fuch a Proportioa as our Taxes bear, in' 
proportJQn to that Part of united Britain now called Bngiand^. 
but without Prejudice to the Officers 6f her Majefty's Ships' 
or Fleet, to engage as many ypluntcer Seamen in their Ser- 
vice as they can agree with, in this Part of united 5r//^?/« ; 
atid this Article to be unalterable by apy fubfequcnt Britijb 
Parlian^ent.' Which being read, aftei- fpme reafoning there* 
upon, it was put to fhe Vote, Add the fecond Claufe, or not; 
and It Was carried 1^6(. Thereafter the !R,eraainder of the (aid 
Vth Artide being again read, the Vote was put. Approve Vth Article 
thereof, or not I and it was carried Appi'pve. Then the P*^**^* 
liOrd Chancellor, by. Order of her Majeily's High Comroif- 
fioner, adjourned tlie Parliameot rS^ Tuefday next at ten 
o*Cfock. 

<!)n fhe 2^th, the 'Vrih Article ofUnioh was read; and 
ancr y^afoning thereon, it was moved, * That there fhould vithArtklo 
be aSclieme laid before the Parliament, pf jhe whole Branch read. 
^s* of their Trade, as to Export and Jmport : And after fonac 
fu/thei; Debate, "ai Pfopofel was given , in, '*u/«. * TTiat th^ 
Arttfcle fb^uTd * be agreed 'to>. except in To fiir as.it (hould be 
tedlifieo^by the Parliament,' in the Cinfideration of the fiib- 
feguent Articles/ As aJfo ;^n6ther Propofat was given in, 

F T^ftkf fpf»ihor Tiv' ti\k F.aw's of FticI/tndWx^r^ were f^ewardfi 


It feeing by' the ^aw's of England there were Reward* 
gtvfen upon *Ex!lpbr?atibn of feveral kind's of Grain, where- 
ip Oat8 4va| n9t -f{iepi^ed» tl^at afier the U{iipn when Oats 
fhould^ be'aTi5/. Jf^r C^arfer, pr under, |hcre Ihould he 
pai3"i/.5//.'^fpr every 'Quartei" of Oat- Meal, exported in the 
Teribs 'of the Laws, whereby the Terms were granted for 
Exportation of the'Qrains ; and in refpeft there was a Duty 
upon Oats imported into "Engiand, but no* Duties apon Oat- 
^-" Meal. 
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Puke of Ha- 

milton, 
Marquefs of 
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-Several Claufes 


( ivi ) 

Mol/tbe ifi^pqtting pf wlu^ waa « Pjpq(idice,aiid pifcoa* 
rag^ment to iTillage ; TJbercfprei^ chat irgiii'ajtd after'the 
UAiQlif the Qaarcer of Oat- Meal Oiould be deemed eqaal to 
three Quarters of OaC9« aiyi pay Duty accordingly when im- 
ported to Scotland from any .Place whatfqever from^ybnd^ 
tbe Sea.' Which being all read, after reafoning, u was 
moved, * That the Obi'ervatlonsy in relation to the Balance 
of Trade, fliould be laid before the Parliainenty as made 'by 
the Council of Trade.^ And.after Debate there^pV tlie.fbr- 
Cher Confideration. was delayed, till the next Sitting ; ai^ it 
was ordered, * That the Obfervatiohs made by the; Council 
of Trade, be laid before the Parliament.* 

During the Debate on the Vlth Article, wbicb brirtgs 
them under the fame Caftoms with England^ it was argued 
by (ome Members, . ^ Thlt it was hard to enter upon fuck a 
general, until they uiiderflood the fev^ral Branches of their 
Trade, and how they agreed with the Im poficions of Eng^- 
land.* This Point was argued by the Duke of Hamilton, 
Marquefs of AnnandaUj &c. The Mariquefs argued, * That 
in the Treaty of 1 602, they were allowed to be under tjieir 
own Regulations, and to have a Book of Rates for them- 
felvesf upon which many of the Menibers thought it hard 
they fhould not be allowed the fame now. And it being 
alfo urged, ' That the Committee of Parliament, appointed 
for a Council of Trade laft Seifion, had prepared an Account 
of the ieveral Branches of their Trade, 4nd where the Bal- 
•lance lay;* it was prdered, that this^ Report ihould t^ laid 
before the Houfe. ' 

Qn the a7th, the Vlth Article of Unipp was again. ri>ad, 
%nd a Propofal jgiven in for adding the Word CDrcrw^f^cts) 
to both Claufes of the faid Article : Which was agreed tQ. 
r ^nd the faid Article alfo amended wa^ again read^as^alfo 
the Propoial mentioned in the laii Minutes, in relation to 
Oats and Oat-Meal; with the Addition of a further Claiiie, 
in tbefe Terms, ^ And that the Beer of ^roz/^W ihould have 
th^ like Rewards and Draw-backs as Barley.* And it was 
jikf wife moved, * ,1'^at another Claufe ihould be added, al- 
lowing the like Drs^w-back on the Exportation of Oa^Mea^ 
as is allowed on the Exportation of Rye ip Er^land,, And 
afce/ Debate,, it was agrjced. That the Vlth Article, wiAik^ 
I'ropolals for Amendments, fhould be remitted to a Cooi* 
mittee.' , . 

Then was a CJaufe offered to be added to iM frid Vlth 
Article, thus; * But Scotland^ for the Space of 
Years after the firR^ Day of May next, fhail be free from, and 
rio ways fubjedl to the Prohibitions and Reftridiions made a* 
gainft exporting of Wgol Skins witfiWool upon them, and 

"* ' Woolen- 
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Wijotlen-Vari), which by the Oaths of the Setter and ftoycr Anno 5 Ahi«t> 
fliafl b^'made appear to be the proper Crrowth and Produft '7®6- 
of Scdikinii, andTpiin Withfn the fame, which (hall ro ways Vn/^^VN^/ 
be' comprehended under any of the Laws alread)^ made in 
England, or to be made duJ'ing the Sp^ceaforefaid-* 

/^s jilfo a Claufe thus 1 * Excepting and referving the 
Duties tfpon Export and Import of fuch particular Commo- 
d!t1es;j from which the Subjefts of either Kingdom are fpe- 
tkVty exempted by their private Rights, which> after the 
Union, are to remain fafeand entire to iherti in allrefpedls.* 
"And another QlAufe thus, * That after the Union all forts 
oitcdti Lip^e0> or any kind of Cloth made of Flax or Hemp} 

1)e e^itpotred 6ut of the united ICingdom, free of all Cufloms 
or other Impofitions whatfoever.* 

Aiitl inothcr thus, •' That before the Union we may now 
havle fuch a Drawback ad|ufted, as may enable us to export 
peef, Pork'^tid Butter, to th^'WeJi Indies, and other Foreign 
Parts, which will be one confiderable Branch' of our Trade 
after the Union.' 

' And arothtr Claiffe thus, * That from and after the U- 
iilOn,all l^utiei or Bounty Tblh, or other Exa6lions upon 
black Cattle, or any other Produft of Scotland, when carried 
\ni5 Engldndy or Product: of Engfand, when carried into Scot- 
iofjd, payable either to fhe public or private Perfons, (hall 
\r alt time coming be void and null.' 

* ^nd another 'Claufe in thefe Terms, * That from and af- 
tet the Union^ the Kingdom of Scotland fhall have Libertjr 
for ever to manufadui-e Plaiden, Fingram, Galleway^^ 
Whites, Serges, Stockings, and all forts of Linnen, as they 
have been in ufe to do, conform to the Regulations coo- 
tarfted i|i their own Laws, and to export the fame to England^ 
or the £>ominions and Plantations thereunto belonging, or to 
any other Place beyond Seas, free of any Duty or Impclitiofi 
whatfoever ; but in cafe any of the Subjeds of that Part of uni- 
ted Britain^ now called Scotland^ (hall export any other fort 
of WodMen Manufa£lure than what is above mentioned, they 
are' io be liable to the Regulations and Taxes of England^ 
Smpofed before the Union, or to be impofed by the Srifijb 

^lyrjiiment after the Union ;' all which were remitted to the . 

" Committee for examining the Calculation of the Equivalent, "^y^^^ 
Then the Vllth Article of Union was read, and being de- nitteefor the 
bated on tjie 28th, a Propofal was made for an Explanation Equivateit* 
or Additjblf thus, * That the 34 Gallons Et^lijh Barrel of The Vllth Ar- 
Beer or k!it, amounting to 1 2 Gallons Sc9ts, prefcnt Mea- tide reanL 
fare fold in Scotland by the Brewer ax 9;. bd, ilerl. exclude 

" |ng aH Dnties, and retailed induding Duties ; and the Re. 
ailers Profit at id, ^^x Scots Pint, or eighth Part of the Scot9 

h BarreFi 
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* Anno 5 Annae, Barrel, be not, after the Usion, liable, on account of the 

i7o6, ^ prefent Excifes upon excifea&le Li<|uors in England^ to any 

^/v^^ higher Impofition than two Shiiiiogs fterling upon the 34 

Gallons Englijh Barrels, being 12. Gallons the prefent Sc9ts 

. Mcafurc.' , . 

And another Claufe being likewife offered thus^ * And it 
is hereby fpecially provided, that the two penny Ale and ht^v 
of Scotland, (hall be only charged with the fame Excife as tite 
Small -beer in England, 
And in part After fome Debate, the .Vote was Hated, * Approve of 

am«i» the Vllth Article, as to the Excife of Ale and Beer, with 

the Explanation as contained in the firil or laft Qaufe above- 
mentioned.' And carried for tlie ilr ft. 

On the 29th it- was moved, That the Obfervations made 
by the Council of Trade, in relation to the Export and Im- 
port of this Nation and Baknce of our Trade, ihould belaid 
before the Committee, to whom the iixth Article of the 
Union was remitted, and the fame was accordingly ordered. 
As alfo the Clerks of the faid Council of Tr;ide, were dr^ 
dertd to tranfmit to the faid Committee, all Obfervations, 
. Papers and Records relating thereunto. 
i« rif Then the Lord Chancellor, acquainted the Parliament, 
7ow"&c!"com^^^^^ that the Secret Council, at their Jaft Meeting, had under their 
plaincdoVby the Confidcration, feveral Accounts of irregular and tumultuary 
Lord Chancel- - Meetings, by fome People of the common and meaneft De- 
lor- gree, in Arms ( and oi Abufjss committed by them at GUt/- 

co'Lv, Kirkubright and Dum/reis, and feveral Places of La- 
natkjbirei and that there were Papers dropt, inviting Peo- 
ple ro take up Arms, and to provide Ammunition and Pro- 
viiions, in order to their marching to difturbthe Parliament. 
All which he was dire£led by the Secret Council to lay before 
the Parliament, to the Effed, proper Methods might be re- 
folvcd upon, for preventing the evil Confequences of fuch 
Praflices : After which he prefented a Letter from the Ma- 
gin rates q^ Dumf, eis to her Majelly's Advocate, bearing an 
Account of the Abufes and tumultuary Meetings in that 
\ Place, with a Declaration emitted by thofe who met, which 
was affixed on the Market Cpfa of Dumfreis^ and both were 
; • • • read. 

Whereupon a Draught of a Proclamation, to be emitted 
by the Parlinmppt ag.^inll all tumultuary and irregular Meet- 
irgs arti Convocation of the Lieges, was prefented and read. 
And at er fomt! Difcourfe thereupon, it being obje£led, that 
ir id iiot Lppenr that there was a particular Information of 
ary •umuiVu-'ry Meetjrgs or irregular Convocations in any 
O u ! e ' P a r r o f t he S h I r c- of Lanark, than at Gla/covj : Her Ma- 
jc..)r\. High CommilTioner tjiertupon was piealed to notify 
• to 
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to tbe(n« tJiat be had Information not only from Qlafeow and Anno 5 Annae> 
Dumfrm^ but alfo from feveral Places in Lanarlijhire^ of cu- • i*i^* 
mulcuary ^nd irregular Meetings of Men under Arms, and Vw/''*y>^. 
of their giving out and publifbing their Deiign of marching * * 
to difturb (he Parliament. v 

The Proclamation being approved of, the Draught of an 'Pj"®^'^"^^^^^ 
Aa fufpending theEfFed of that Ciaufe in the Ad of Secu. '^^^'^°''- 
rity, for armii)g ajidexerciiing the feniible Men, pad in the 
Second SeiCon of this Parliainent ; and that during this Sef- 
iion of Parliament alenarly, was read and pail on the 30thy 
and the &me, and the Proclamation mencioncd before^ were 
ordered to be forthwith pubfiihed and printed. 

Then the Vllth Article of Union was again read, and a f/^^^^ Article 
tcr fome reafoning upon tSiat Part thereof, riot formerly ap- ^ ° y ^prov- 
provedy it was put to the Vo^c, Appr(5ve of the rell of the 
Vllth Article, or not, and carried Approve. 

A Print was then given in, entitled, * An Jccount of the The Account of 
hmrning of tU Articlis of Union at Dumfries, bearing the T>^^ thebmnine the 
claration read and affixed at the Market crofs thereof, by the u^i^on *t Dam- 
Tumult aflembled on that Occaiion : And it being moved, i^i^s, complain" 
that Enquiry be made, who had been the Printer and In-gi-edl/o^- 
ver of the faid fcurrilous Paper, and that the Print be burnt 
by the Hands of the Hangman : It was remitted to the Com- 
mittee, to whom 0[it Vlth Article of Union was remitccd, to 
call for. the Magiilrates of Edinhurght and to take Trial ^nd^^^^^^^ ^^^ 
make EnquiVy anent the Printer and In-giver of the faid burnt by the 
Paper. They ordered alfo, that the faid fcjurriious Print common Hang- 
ihould be burnt by the common Hangman, njan. 

The XVth Article being read, on the ^tli of ^^^^^^^^ The XVth Ar- 
the lleport was brought in from ^he Cemiriittee for examin- tide read, 
ing the Calculation of the Equivalent, bcing.as follows : 

The Conimittee of Parliament, to whom the cofifidering Report ftbm tlic 
of the Calculation of the Equivalent was* remitted, having Committee of 
confidered the Report made to them by Dr. James Gfegory, the Equivalent, 
Profeflbr of the Mathematics in the College of Edinburoh^ 
and the Report made by !Dr. 7^omas BonjL'er, Profeflbr of 
the Mathematics in the College xif Aberdeen^ of their feve- 
ral and refpe^ive Examinations of the Calctilatibns'^and 
Grounds thereof; whereupon the Commiffiopers, in treating 
the Article for eftablilhing the Equivalent mentioned in the 
Article, fay it is juft, and the CalculatioJi is exti€l,^and well 
founded in the Terms, and in Manner expreffed in th<^ feid 
Article. WJiereupion it was pro|)ored to delay the 'Confide- A Delay pro- 
ration pf the faid XVth Article, until Reports'be brought in, P®^*^^' 
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Ajsbo 5 AjinieiJli relation to the Vftli snd Vfflth Articles from the Com<« 

'7P^ fiiictee, to whom the faid Articles were remitted. 
W^V^^^ And after Debate upon it, it was agreed^ that tht Pfoceeil-. 
ing on the XVth {hall not be tinderftood to be ahy Detei'mi- 
nation of the VJth or VII Ith Articles that ftood cOitofitt^d ; 
but that the Reafoning and Voting on the Vlth Or V£[kh 
^irticlcf, (hall be entire, 

1 hen a State of a Vote was offered in thefe Tei*ms, Ap- 
prove of the firft Paragraph of the XVth ArtiCte/or ndt. 

Bat it being moved^ that (be Parliament firil coiliider. 
whether they (hould be concerned in the Payment of the 
EngUfi Debts. A fecohd State was thereupon offered, Whe-^ 
ther they (hou)d engage in the Payment of the bebts of 
Engiandi yea or no. 

And after Tome Reafoning on it, It Was pot to thif Vote 
which of the two (hould be the State of the Vote, firft or 
fecond. 
lAidBelliavcfi** And the Lord Belhaven gave in a Protefl as follows: * I 
Pwteft agiinft c^q protcft in my own Isfame, and ^in the Name of all thofc 
^^*? ^JUa^ ^^^ ^^ adhere to this my Proteft, that the voting and agree- 
Pebtt,^^ ing to the iiril Cbufe of the XVth Article of the Treaty of 
Union, does no ways infer any manner of Cofifent or Agree- 
ment, that Scotland (hould be liable to the Englijb Debts in 
general } but that it may be lawft^i to objed againfl any 
' Branch of. the faid Debt not already determined, and be took 
Inflroments upon it, and adhered thereunto.* 

Then the Vote was put firft or' fecond, and it was carried 
firft. Thereafter" ic was put to tlie Vote, Approve of the 
firft Claufe or Psragraph of the XVth Article or not, and car- 
ried Approve. 
V^th Article '^^^ W\\i Article admitted of many Debates, but was at 
p4r^4, ' laft» on the i6th, palTed with feveral Additions, Enlarge- 

ments and Explanations ; but before, njiz, on the 1 2th, the 
Parliament ordered, that a (currilous Print, entitled. Queries 
to the Preibyterian Noblemen, Barons, EurgcfTes, Minifters 
and Commoners in St^tland, who are for the Scheme of an 
incorporapng Union with England^ according to the Articles 
ligreed upon by the Commiffioners of both Nations, be 
burned by the Hands of the common Hangman at the Mar- 
ket Crols of Edinburgh To-morrow, bet weep, eleven and 
twelve of the. Clock, and the Magiftrates of Edinburgh ap- 
pointed .to fee the fame punctually done. And remitted to 
the Committee of Parliament, to whom the Vlth an4 VIITth 
Articles of Union were remitted, to make Enquiry after the 
printer, Author, and In-giverof the faid fcurrilous Paper. 

And onTthc i^h a fcnrffUoit» Print* a^erjtiag.thtf. Depen- 
dency of the Crown and XingdSm of Scotland xr^oni^vt.^ 

EngUni, 


(Uxi ) 

^i^»^, was br0uglitito,andretneraIParagrapJis thereof being Ayno 5 Aan«» 

rciirf, Ordered i3iat the fame ^e burnt by the Hands of th6^ J^SX 
cottilhbtt* Hangman, at the Market Crols of Edinburgh «cxt JV->r\?yjf 
M-oWfcg; The Vnith Article of the Union took up the ^^|?^P^'^^^^ 
fat1iartifeht*s Time frtro the 17th to the. 26th, ii^hen it was^eniicncy of 
appYdVed with the feveral Alteratioos^ Addiiions and £»• Scotland upon . 
l^r^emenrs made unto it j they went thro' the XVth i^rticle ^nglana, burnt; 
onfhe30th,a^p4ffedit. ^ ^'''^' 

The X Vlth aiwi XVXJth Articles were approved of on the ~^' 
30th: Then the XVIXfth Article was read, and a Motion -yy-^jj ^^^.j^^ 
was made for making, an additional CIa^fe to it, in thcfcpaffed. 
Wdrdfi f * Ahd that in riiaking any fuch Laws, fpctial Re- xvith, 
gard be had to Overtures to be prefented to that Parliament XVIIth, and 
by the Lords of Scffions of Scotland: And afcer farther XYIItth Arti* 
Restfoning, an Overture was given in for adding another *^^" pafled* 
Claufe in thcfe Terms ; • That all Sc9f€hmen be exempted 
from the EngUJh Sacramental Toft, not only in Scotland, . but ' 
in aU Places of the United Kingdom aiid Dominions there« 
unto belonging; and that they be declared capable of Offices 
throughout the whole, without being obliged to take the faid 
Teft.' And after DeMte, it being moved, * That it was not 
now entire to add the faid Claufe in relation to the Sacramen- 
tal Tcft, in refpeft of. the Vote of Parliament of the i zxk 
of Nt^emher lad, againfl adding the like Claufe:^ After 
fome further Difcour/e thereon, it was agreed, * That the 
fame (iiould be put to the Vote, and that the Members Votes 
be marked, and the Lid of their Names, as they ihould 
vote, be printed and recorded, as ufual.* 

Then the Vote was put, whether it was entire to add the, 
Claufe, or not ? And it carried* not : And fo it was approved, 

of. . ; 

The Scotch Parliament, on the 2d of January^ pa/Fed aft 
Ad for adjourning the SeJQion or Term one Monrh longer ;» 
and then proceed on the XlXth Article, to the firft Claufe* 
whereof they agreed with a Stipulation, that the Lords of 
the Sefiion fhould,*fdr the future, be taken from among the. 
Advocates and Writers to the Signet (which was carried by. 
thirteen Votes only] and none to be deemed capable, that, 
had not pradiied the Law at leaft five Years for the former, > 

The next Day, a Moi&ion was made for an additional 
Claufe, in relation to the Qualification of. Writers, wk, 
* "With this Provifion, that no Writer to the Signet be capa- 
ble to.be admitted Lord of the Seflion, unlefs he uodergp a 
private and public Trial in the Civil Law before theFacultyj 
of Advocates, ^nd be found by them qualified for theabove^ 
faid Office, two Years before they ihalf be named to. be a^ 
(4)rd 6f the SefBon. h^t Re^foning, the Voce was dated. 
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Anno s Anna>.adJ or opt : Bat. before voting, it was moved, that the Q^- 

1706, "lifications naadc, or to be made for capacitating Perfons to be 

Vi^V^^^ named ordinary Lords of the SeHions, (hall be alterable by 

the Parliament of Great Britain ; and after Debate, it was 

put to the Vote, and carried alterable, by 6o.' . Then the 

Vote was put, to add the Claufe about the Qualification of 

The XlXth Writers, and it was carried, add. The other Claufes of the 

Article approved xiXth Artict* 1)eing read, and debated, the whoIe> as a- 

tnended, was approved. 

The 4th Was fpent in private AfFalrs ; for which, the 
Lord Chancellor, by Order of the High Cohimiffioner, ac- 
*> quainted the Houfe, that two other Days fhouldbe^ appoint- 
ed in this Seflion. 
TheXXth and On the 6th, the XXth Article, with the Addition of the 
XXlft Article Word Superiorities, and the 21ft, without any Amendment* 
approved. ^^j., approved ; and the next Day thp XXf Id Article was read j 

TheXXIId and afterwards, the firft Paragraph in relation to the Num- 
Articlc debated, y^^ ^f. Rcprfefentatives for Scotland in the Parliament of 
Great-Britain, was read over again. After a long Debate 
a Vote was ftated. Approve of the fird Paragraph of the 
faid Article or not ; but before voting it was agreed, that 
Pr t fts thereon ^^^ Names of the Members as they voted Ihould be printed 
by Lockhart of ^"^ recorded ; and George Lockhart of Carn^wartb, Duke of 
Carnwarth, the At hoi. Earl of Buchan, Earl of Errol, Earl Marifchaly and 
D. of Athol, Walter Stewart, for the Town of Linlithgo^^ gave in fix 
5' ^^ *"^.^*°' fcveral Protefts, and took Inftruments thereof feparately* 

Earl MaTuchal ^^^" ^^^ ^°^® ^^^ P"^' Approve of the firft Paragraph of 

and . tewart of the XX Fid Article, Or not, and it was carried. Approve, hy 

Linlithgow. forty. The fecond Paragraph of the faid Article, about the 

calling the Reprefentatives ftom Scotland to the Parliament 

of Great-Britain, beginning thus, ( • And that when her 

* Majefly, ^^.') and ending thus, ( * That the Names of 
' the PeVfoiis fo fummoned, and eledled, (hall be returned 

* by the Privy-Council of Scotland, into the Court frorai 

* whence the faid Writ did iffue,) was again read ;* and after 
fome Debate, an Amendment was o^ered>to beadded^ after 
thcfe Words, (according to the Agreement in this Treaty) 
<i;/s:. * In fuch manner, as by a fubfequent Parliament Aft, 

* of this prcfent Seffion of the Parliament of Scotland, (hall 

* be fettled, which is hereby declared to be alfo voted, as a 

* Part of, and engroffed in this Treaty ; and after further 
reafoning, it was m.oved, that the way and manner of 
choofing the Reprefentatives for Scotland, to the Parliament 
of Great Britain, fhould be determined ^ and that a Claufq 
to that Purpofe be engroffed in this Article : After Debate 
the Vote was ftated, Approve of the fecond Paragraph of 
the 2;d Article^ as amended by the aibove additional Claufe, 

yet 


yea or not; whereupon it being moved, to delay the f^id Anno 5 Anne, 
Vote till next fitting of ifarliament^ a previous^ Vote was *7o6, 
ftatedy Proceed, or delay; and it was carfied. Proceed. ^•^''^"N*/ 
Then it was put to the Vote, Approve of the faid 2d Para- 
graph of the XXIId Article with the Aniiendipent in the ad- 
ditional Claufe above inferted, or not.* The Claufe with the 
Amendments being again read, the Earl of Aberiorn gaveProteft by the 
/in a Proteft, and took In ftrumei^ts. there vipon, _At lafl, tbe^arl of Aber- 
Vote was put, Approve, or not, and it wa^ carried. Approve. *^°'"' 

On the 8th it was moved, chat the four Pj-otefts given in Motion againft 
the former fitting by the Duke of Athol,. Ea^tl/of Buchm, ^^^^^^^^^ 
George^ Locibart of Carmuath, and Waltgr ^f^nmrti ought tion'd""*^* 
not to beinfcrtcd in the Minutes, nor piiptg^ir. and »^^**" And Proteft 
fome reafoning the Earl of Marcbmoni gav^ in.a Protefta- againft the faid 
tion againft the faid four Proteils, took XnArqments there- Proteftstothe 
. upon, and the Lord Chancellor, the Marquef& of Mantrofs^ ^' ^^ March- 
Prefidcnt o^ the Council, the Duke of ArgyU, the Mar-",^'?^^ ^^V 
queifes of I'lueedale and Lothian^ and moil pf the wellr . 
afFei6led to the Union, adhered thereto. The ^ext Day the 
Lord Balmeritto gave in a ProteAation . agajnA ^hat of the Which again is 
Earl of Marchmont,, took Inilruments thf reqpon, and the Fotcfted againft 
Duke of Hamilton and his Party adhered to the feme. ^^J'^'^/*^"'''' 
After fome further Debate it was agreed, that none of the ' 
(aid Protefts ihould be inferted at length, in, the Minutes, 9r Com-promire 
printed ; but that they ihould be all inferted in the Records ^^^^^ 
of Pa/]iament. 

Then the 3d Paragraph of the XXIId Article, beginning, "^^^^ Claufe 
evisc, * And that if .hey Majefty^ on, or beforp, the firft Day Xrttk^""* 
of May next, ^c. and ending thus, 'uiz. And that the Par-pjoy^^ 
liament may continue for fuch Time on^, as the prefent 
Parliai^ent of England might have continued, if the Union 
of the two Kingdoms had not been made, unlefs fooner dif- 
folved by her Majefty, was read : And aftex Reafoning there* 
on, it was moved, to add the following Claufe, 'vix, * And 
that the faid Parliament of Great Britain ^%\\ meet, and fit, 
once in three Years, at leail, in that Part of Gnai Britain 
BOW called Scotland, After further Debate, there were two 
States of the Vote offered, the iirft, ^ Approve of the third 
Paragraph of the XXIId Article or not i and the fecond, 
* Add the above Gauie or not » and the Vote being put, firit 
or fecond, it was carried £ril : Afterwards the Vote was pat. 
Approve of the 3d Paragraph of the faid Article, or not» 
and it was carried. Approve. Then the re(l of the {aid Arti- 
cle was read, and after fome Reafoning, and reading of the 
Oaths to which it related, an Overture w^s gjven in for an 
additional Claufe, for explaining the Word Limitatioti^ men* 
{ioned in the Oath appointed to be taken by Stat. 13. ^/VA 
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Aano 5 Annae* ///. ch. 6. as alfoan Overture for txettiptii^ Perfons in 4liy 
222^ * , -'Ofiioi Of Brni>)6)'meftt in >5r«^««i/, ffoimajdng tb^O^tli pf 
{AbjuratioB nenticntrd fft the fatd Ai^ck. ^^ ciiird Oyiereiife 
Wss givon iir ibr ft Claafc/^ Tk^tfo ioog ^s the AQ, ap- 

* paiiictng the ^cram^nttl Teft, fliaU continife ^i force in Hiz' 
land^ all Perfons \tt pitblic Trud within the Limits of Scpi- 

^lunJ, fhatl iWetr, ami fign a Formula thereto fubjoined, la 
manner, ami under the Penalty therein mentioned. A^r 
reading the faid three Orercures, and reafoning thereoo^ a 
Vote w«» 'ftated, Ap^wc of -the XXIId Article oC Union ''as 
eitplattied, «r tK>C. But before voting it was agreed/ that 
notwtthikniling of the CM Vote, and that the Article (bpnld 
. thereby be approved /it flioald neverthelefs be enij^ and.Arbe 
alierwafds; to the Parliament to give their Sentiments thereon. 
And it being thereupon moved to deUy the Vote for approv- 
ing the Arlkle till next Sitting, a previous Vote was ibted. 
Proceed, Of delay, and ' it was carried Procec,d. Th^n ^e 
The XXIIId Vote was par» Approve the XXIId Artkle as^ explained, or 
Article approvM not, and it was carried Approve. 

^ On the loth, after reading the Addrefs of PertJ^ agaiQft 

itn Unioe^ in- the Terms of the - Articles, the Overture |br 

/ ekemptingfPerfonsin any Of&e or EmploymtntiiiScot/af^, 

from takinfthe Osthof Abjumtion mentioned m the XXIId 

Article of'tHe Union, was agaid'read, and after fbme R^- 

'foning thereon, t4ie Overture was dropped. Then the Over- 
ture for^n additionai Oaafe to the (aid XXIId Article, for 
explaining the Word Limitation^ mentioned in the Oatl^ ap- 
pointed to be taken by \^ W, IlL cap, 6. was again rftad, 
<cife. * Like as it is declared, that by the Word Limitfitim^ 
. . ' . in the Oath mentioned in the above Article, is only under* 
fiood^ Entftfl ^f the Succeilion, and not the Conditions of 

^"Government upon theSucceffiir; and that all Perfona of 

■'Scotland, who may be liable to take the faid Oath, fwe^ it 

' in that Senie only.' And, after reafoning thereon, the Vote 
was put, Add the £iid Claufe, or not, and it was carried, not. 
Then the third Overture for a Claufe to be added to the&id 
XX'Iid Article mentioned in the Minutes of the laft Sitting, 

> wal again read in thefe Terms, ' And farther, it is agreed, 
thfttfo- long' as that Part of the 2d A6(, Anno 25. ch. 2d, 

' appointing a fecramental Tell, ihall fland, and contiove in 
Force in Eng/and, all Perfons in public Truft, civil or mili- 
tary, whhin the Limits of Scotland, {hall fwear and fign the 

' the formtda under*written, within fix Months after the Com- 

V inencement of the Union : And all who Aall be admitted to 

any public Trad thereafter, ihiiU, before theexercifiog th^ir 

• laid Offie<e of Tru^, fwear and fubfcribe the famef to be ad- 
'^inHtofcd by the Lords o£ the Prtvy Conncil, pr any one of 

them^ 
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mm under the like-Penalties and Oifabilides; tk are pro-j^imo 5 Annigi 
^ ^fded hf the forefaid ASi made in the Parliament of England. > iT^-s, 
Here follows the Formula, * I A, B. do fineerely and fo- <^Sr\j 

' lemnfydeclarr, in the Presence of God^ that Town thePref- 
byterian Government of the Chofch. a» by Law eftablifhed 
Sn Smland; to be a la^fol Ootrermaeat of the Church ; and 
that I Ihall n^v«r, di/eftly nor indkeaiy, endeavour the Sub- 
terfioa thereof, aor any Aiteration ia the Worfhip, Difci- 
vline, or Gorernitieiit of the fiM Chdi^h« as by Law efta- 
blffiied: So help nie QhA* After rtofoniiig thereon^ the 
Vote was pat. Add th6 Claiift, or noti and ic was carried 
Not, by a Majority of thirtyfive Voito. Then the XXIIId 
Article Hf Union' Was md, and after reafttning thereon, the 
foither Debate was adjodmed tfU the ^jth, when an Over- 
ture was givin id, Ibr adding a Claale thereto» in thefe Terms» 
^ith this exprefs IVovifion, < That none Of the Peers of 
Bcoiiani (hati have per(btial Protection Within Scotland, for 
any Debt owing before the Commeiicement of the Union.^ 
As aHb another Overture for adding a Ctaufe» ia thefe Terms* 
« That all the Pe^rs of ehat Part of Qretit Britain now CaU 
led Sdftland, qualified according to Law, ihall» after the tJ« 

* nion, have Right to fit covered in the Hoafe of Peers of 
Gtm/" Sri/i^i^, 'notwithitaading that the Right to give Vote 
' therein belongs Only to the faid fifteen Peel's, who are to be 
ftfmmoned in rhe nialiner appointed by the preceding Arti- 
tie.*' After reafoning npM the faid tWo Overtures, and upoa 
iwofeparate Motions^ the firil in relation to allowing all the 
Pliers of Scvtiand to fit upon the Trial of the Peers of Bri- 
fain ; and the other in relation to their Precedency accord- 
ing to thefr Patents! the Vote was ftated in theie Terms, 
Approve the XXIlId Article of Union, or alter, referving 
entire the Confideratton of the above two Overtures, and 
trfaethfcr th€ fame fhad be added to the Article, and it was 
carried; Approve. Then the firft Ovenure for the Claofe, 

"* f n relation to perfonal Protedion, was Again read ; ai^d after 
DdMte, it was put to the Vote^ Add the Claufe» or not; and 
it was carried, Not. Afterwards thefecond Overture, or a 
Claofe, in relatioil to all the Peers of Scotland, their fitting 
tovered in the Honfe of Peers of Great Britain was again 
lead, and after reafoning, the Vote was pot» Add the Claofe, 

' or not^ and it was carrm. Not. . 

• On the 1 4th the XXIVth Article was read, whereupon a the XXlVtfi 
Memorial was given from Lyon King of Arms, in relation ^^!^J^^irt 
to his Precedency* which being read, after reafoning, it was ^ Beo^ef 
moved, that' the Rank and Precedency ofLyqn Kingof Armt, Lyon King at 
be left to her Majefty, and neat to thefe Words* in the iaid Ani»> &€« 
ArW!le, ^ijk. (Aad Ibatthi ^nart$ff^ tbijrm) thefe other 
1 707. • i . Wordf^ 
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Apm sAmm, Words, 'viz. And tie Ratik zmd Praedeney ef1jf<m J&f ^ 
>7o^ Jrmj (f the Kingdom ^Scotland, be added. And itbemg 
l/'^^'''^ alfo movrd, that his Rank ihoold be likewiie iDfertcd in the 
fatd Article, to be immediately next after Giv/^ frindpal 
King of Arms in England : After I>ebal)e, it was pot to the 
Vote, Add the above Words, not tht Rank awd Freadm) 
he left to ber Majefty. ox infert tiieEUnkaod PKoedeflCy» 
and it was carried, the Words i which being accordingly ad- 
ded, there was another Claufe ofiered to be added to the 
XAlVth Article, 'viz. ' And that the Crown, Scepter and 
Sword of State, Records of Parliament, and all other Re- 
cords, Rolls and Regiilers whatibever, both public and pri- 
vate, general and particalar, and Warrants thereof, continue 
to be kept, as they are, in that Part of the united Kingdoin» 
now called Scotland, and that they (ball fo remain in Times 
coming, nocwithftanding the Union/ Which being read, 
the fame was agreed to be added, and was accordingly fab- 
TheXXrVth joined, and the Article as amended, read over. Then the 
and XXVth Vote was put. Approve of the faid XXIVth Article, a^ 
Articles appro- amended or not, and it was carried Approve. The XXVth 
^^* Article of Union being read i after reafoning thereon, the 

Vote was pur, Approve of the XXVth Article, or not, and 
it was carried Approve. 
het f Ra 'fi ^^*' ^*y '^^ Draught of an Afi, ratifying and approv- 
cation reaa. ^"8 ^^* Treaty of Union of the two Kingdoms ofScvtiand 
_ . and England, was given in, and ofiered to be read ; where- 

<eed Mt todbe "P^" ^^ ^^' moved, that the Parliament fliould firft proceed, 
Conftitutionof to the Conftitution of the manner of electing the RepFcfenta* 
eledtingMcni' tives for Scotland to the Parliament of Grtat-Brkam, and ei« 
^*''* tber now to determine that Matter, or to appoint a Day fbr 

that end. After Debate the Vote was ftated, • Proceed to 
the Ratt€cattonf of the Treaty of Union, and ad fbr Sjecurity 
of the Prbteftant Religion, and Prefbyterian Chnrch^Go- 
vernment, or to the Conftitution of the Manner of ekdiog 
the Reprefentattves for Seotlandto the Parliament tS Groat* 
Britain/ But before votings it was agreed, that in cafe it fhoold 
be carried to proceed to the Ratification, the Parliament 
would immediately, after paffing the Aft of RatificatioD, 
proceed to the ConfHtutioh of the Manner of deding the 
Which it over- Reprefentatives for Scotland, Then the Vote was pot, Pro- 
tu ed in fivour ^eed to the Ratification or Conflitution, and it was carried 
of the Ratifia- Ratification : After which the Draught of the Aft, ratify- 
^^^* ing, approving, and at length, narrating the Articles of U- 

nioa, as enlarged, explained and amended, and the A& for 
Security of the Pfoteftant Religion, and Preiby terian Church- 
Government was read$ and after fome Difcourfe^ a firft 
teading marked thereon. On the i6ch, the (atii Mi wu 

read 
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fcad » fecond time ; and then ' the AQ. for Security of the Amio 5 Ansm, 
Proceftant Religion, and Prcfbyterian' Church Governinent, iZ°f* 
iofertecliin, and ratified by thai A€t, wa» touched with the ^/7\ " / 
Royal Scepter, by the Lord High Commiffioocr. Iwm*- of the P^r!^ 
diately after thi«. the following ReprefentatioB and Petition terian ChurdL' 
were prefei^teid to the Moufe : Governmeat 

The Reprefentaition and Petition of the Commiflion of the ^ * 
General AiTembly of the National Church of Scotland^ 
waa prefented to the Houfe. 

Tihmhfy Shewing^ 

* TPH A T we, coniidering the Truft repofed in us by Reprcfcntation, 

J^ the late General Aflemb^y, find it our Duty to lay ere. of the 
before your Grace and Lordftiips, when, as ^^e are informed| Clutch of £cot- 
you are about the pailing of an A£t of Ratification of the Ar- 1^^ 
tides of the Treaty of Union betwixt the two Kingdoms of 
Scotland ztkd EtigUnd^vihhzYk contains thefe following Words; 
declaring nevertbelefs, that the Parliament of England may 
provide for the Securi(y of the Church of England, as they 
ihall think expedient, to take place within the Bounds of 
the faid Kingdom of England, and not derogating from the 
Secoriiy above provided, for eftablifhing the Church of Scot' 
land within the Bounds of this Kingdpm» which (hall not' 
fufpend or derogate from the Force and Efied of this prefent 
Ratification, but (hall be underfiood as here included, with- 
out ai\y Neceflity of any. new Ratification in the Parliao^ent 
of Scot/and: Which. Clanfe feems to d9> not only to be a 
Blank, put, with your Grace and Lordihip*s Confent, in the 
Hanifs of the Parliament ofEf^land, to enad what they (hall 
think fit,, for fecuringtbe Hierarchy and Ceremonies of their 
Church : But alfo a Confent that it be an Article and Fun- 
damental of the Union ; and as it is contained in your Raci- 
ficatlob oinnot but imply a manifeft Homologation. 

We do therefore humbly befeech your Grace and Jyordfhips, 
Chat there be no fuch Stipulation, or Confent for the Efta. 
IriilhiMntof that Hierarchy and Ceremonies, as you would 
not involve yoarfelves and this Nation in Guilt, and aa 
you confiilt the Peace and Quiet of this Nation, both ki 
Cbuicfa and State^ We pray, that God may btefs and 
preferve our gracions Queen, and dired your Grace an3 
L^ffdfliips in this, and all the great and momentous Affairs^ 
which are, or may be before you.* 

Signed in the Name, in the Preience, and at the Appointment 
of the Commfflion of the late General Aflembly, by 

iU/ubJcribitur Will, fFifiart, Modentor. • 

12 AiUr • 


The Aft of 


^ftiio 5 Asmii^ Aftor vtcfomtg ojpon tlw AH Apd Aeprriei)tftt^|i, the Vote 
J7o6^ ^ was ftatedt Appaov* ike Aft» orootc Bun befere votvig^ |t; 
' was agreed, that^cfae Votes. be««i4rk*()» and .the Chancellpr 
allowed to be marked, a»M Approver*; At^ilie £une Time, 
the Duke of Dvmftlas gave io a PnnrftatMn h>r bis Privi- 
lege of the firil Vote in Parliai|ieDt» #nd took Inftrumen'ts 
thereon ; and the Duke of Hamlton ^wt \ti affo a Protefta- 

Ratification ^^^ ^° ^^^ contrary. Then the Vote ,wai pat, Approvie the 
yyft, A6t, ratifying and approving the Treaty of Union oF the 

two Kingdoms of tcotla^^M Er^land^ yea ot not ; and .k 
. frai carried Approve,by »idajority of iio Voices, agaieft 6^, 
and then the Aft wasi'tenehed with the Royal t Scepter' by 
her Msjefly*t High CoilimiflioBer iotbe iiiiiai MjUiner. . . 
The next Bafinefe the Stoab Pariiameat went iu»on» waa 
the preparing an Ad for the Settling the manner of ei(»9in|r 
the fixteen- Peers, and forty* five (J^mmoners^ to repr^fena 
Scotland in the Parliameat of GtMi-BrUam, which was de- 
bated in the Sittinj^ of the aoth,. aijl» aad, a4th, ZJth^ 
28th, 29tb, and 3 tft inftant. On the zzd, an Overtiufe x^- 
Yating td the ways of eJeding the Bepre&ntatiyes ior S<ofr. 
Th m«nii*r f^^^* ^^ <^^ ParlkflKent of ^rMf-ifW/aAii, wxs ffead. Aq4 
tit&^K^r^l ''^^^ reafoning thereon^ Che Voce wu put. Whether tjie' >^ 
>fentatives of ?<ttru who were to be Reprefentativea for Sailaml, in the 
Sp9tlii)d Settled* Parliament of GrMt-Brifaim, ihoold be fent by Bi>tation or 
Eledion ; and it was ^rried, l^ Ek^on, Then . if was 
nfovfd, that it be con&dered, what wty the Election ffioald 
be, whether by balloting, or by an open Election:. A n4 
after Debate thereon, the Vote was p^t. Whether it &all 
bie by open Ele^ion, or bailotiag} and it was carried 
by open Etedion. The a4th it was debated ^hat Propof • 
trons the Shires and Boronghs (hon)d have,, of the 4^ Mem- 
bers that were to fit in the Honfe of Commoeft oi Grf4U-' 
Brsim$, And it being propofed, that 30 ii)ouId be the 
Namber for the Shirca, #n4 } 5 the Jv(nmber fqr the Bprqughsi 
;t was pot to the Vote* and carried ^pprovfu , .. 

The a9th, a Vote was piit, if the Sargh. of Edmhurgk^ 
by icfelf, (hould have one jUpreTemative or t^ot«, and it was 
carried one. Then a. Scheme dividing the Bargha into ^5 
Diftrids, each of which Piilrids was to ^ve one ^(Qpreffo- 
^^tive, was given in, and readas follpws : The Burghs of 
JBrkwa/^ IVak^ Dernoc^i Liwg^aal and Tain^^JO'^ti FortroJ^^ 
Jmjirnefs^ Nairn and Forres ^ one y Elgin, Cutlfn^, BA.mf, In- 
fverury and ^intore^ one ; Aherdeen^ Btr^it^ Montro/s^ Jhir^ 
hrotbock and Breichin^ one 1 Forfar^ Ferth, Dundee^ Cnvpir 
and St. Jndnmn^ one; Cryli^ KilreatQ, Anfir^tbirs i^er 
and 'wefter^ and FittnFWieit^ one ; Di^ari, Kirkaldjt Kit^hirnt 
• and jbrunt ^Sand, one i Jmterieatb, JDumferli^^ ^uem^s* 
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Rai^y^^ CamUkift sud 'Jnifer^j^ one; 

^|ii5 Voce being pnc, the Scheme was carried, and the 
Parlii^menc, ptktite laft of ^k Montli, cook toto Con^dera- 
ttoo a Motion for allowing ibe EaiycQce, tp the Commir. ScotdiCoBni£p 
goners for the Union, an^d it was Kefolved, that each'Noblc- 5^*?*-^'®' 
man concerned flionld have |aooo/. ScticA^ and every other ^***«^'"P*% 
Co^aii||oner6ooo ; their Secretary ^iod/ the three Ac* 
comptants 2400/. each, out of the eijaivalent^ p^ri paffu^ 
with p^t>^P Debta. after the 4Irufn ^mpany » but ^fort 
votipg, tJic;Vot« weirfe'orferiBdrto'lJfc printed^and th<^ Lord* 
je^cMLUCu^h)t.^n'Mii^VMtpi\iga\ yi^as aUpwed 
|iis Expences as a Nobletnan : It was alio carried, thacthe 
Goqiiniilipners for the Treaty in lyb^/ ihodld b^ alljsv^d 
for their Expences, each Nobleman 500 i. Surltvg, each 
Baron ^00 /. and each Borough soo /. and the Bajpfoce 
was decided to be a public Debtf and |eferre4 tora- Ooa^. 
inittee to ftiite f he fimie at fuch. 

For tne Anfcllss of Union; together with the Amend* 
n&ents. ^% ChandlchV A^* Jhm. f, Jmum, 17069 
Fage 16. 

As t)keiAfe, a vay curions Schie J9f the JE^evenues^ Debts.- 
^c, of both Itfngdohis, as tM^ flood «^ the Union^ (ignM 
by the ^cre61rie$ 6f the CcsnoMtil»ti pf bpth ^nj- 
jdoms. ^ageyf. 

?1&^ PROTEST 9CtaJiotte4b^ the tJi^^Tjt 
.tf« /i&<? STAl'fe of ^e iijiflON^ Jan» 
V^7/^, 1734, 

£ C A U S £ we think the main Qn^ftion (faouid have 
been pit and pafled in the. AiErmatiye, fiocfe every 
>rd wtd {))6ke in the Debate •greed* that it was' ftridly 
true; an<l we dd not apprehehd the lead Inconvenience 
could poffibly have arifen from it^ baton the contrary, that 
the lladifg 6f the Paa of the manifeft Infra^ion of the 
^phventiott, ^t a wxS^y FoondatiQii for the fubft^qoenc 
• ' Advice 
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Ajuid s4 Geo. Advice of thii Honfe toluB Majefly* which Advice wt think 
Il^t74o* the more iicceilarx» fince we are cenviBced by the £xperi« 
enet of many Yeartf that the CooaciU of the Adminiftia- 
tioD» ht from procnriDgany Repacation.or Sati^^t^on for 
the Infults and Injuriea this Nation has receiv^^ have only 
expofed.it to farther PUhonoar and Goatempc. 

Chtfierfieli^ Majham, Client, Bti^mrfi, A6^, UuhfiM^ 
Suffolk, Beyk, Sbafi^/htfj, Covintpy^ CMam, SumJ!f0ff» 
fJorthampton, Strmgirdt Gvmtr, jifiufird^ WifimtreUmdi 
Wttubilfea and Nofth^am. 


( • 

The S P E E C H e^ the Duke of Argyll, 
upon the State »f the N A 1 1 N j 
April 15, I74p: 

My LoaoSy 

TH E prefent QoMion is of fo great ImportaDce, thai I 
could wi(h that every Lord in thit Ho«r# wai to de- 
c^are his Opinion wi^ the ikme Sincerity, with the fiime 
Unrefervednefs, which I think U my indifpenfable Doty to 
ufc, when I lay my poor Thoughts before yoor Lordihips. 
I, my Lords, have no Viewin fpeaklug npoa public A&irs, 
but to do that Serviee to my Mafler and my Country, that I 
think every Lord in this Hoaie ought to aim at, without re- 
garding who takes his honeil Endeavours amifs. For my 
own Part, my Lords, I have, ever fince I had the Honour to 
fit in this Houfe, fpoke my Mtnd with equal Fleedom apoft 
all Occafions, and will continue to do it the more fincereiyt 
as I have neither Hopes nor Feirs from this Adminiftratioiiy 
iind Oi few from the next ; and, my Lords» fe void is my 'Breaft 
of all partial Confideratipns^ of all interefted Views, that I 
don't care if all my Thoughts were read at Charhtg^Crofs ; all 
my Ambition being to be thought a Mtfn who Ipeaks and 
aas as he thinks ; and, my Lords, it has been long my Opi- 
nion, that by fuch a Condud a Man.may even hme liie K- 
teem of his Enemies. 

* I, my Lords, have lived long oioogh in the Worlds to 
be able to compare the once flouriihij^ State of this Country 
with its prefent melancholy Situation i I - have fe^n, my 
Lords^ a Time when Great- Britain was glorious^ triumph^ 
ant, and tenible Abroad ; her Qovcfttnient klfed, refpededi 
and envy*d at Home |. when her Smiuty wit dreaded, an4 

when 
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when her Alliisce was coartied. Is there a SobJeA in this Anno 14 Geo* 
Kingdom, my Lords, who can refteft that thefe were once II. 1740. 
the happy Cbcamftances of this Conntry, and yet fees the 
deplorable Alteration which a ftw Years have made, who 
wfllnot ftel.a ienfiUe Concern upon the Cbmparifon, how- 
ever SelMntereil may alleviate his Grief ?!I know, my Lords, 
what has been laid in Favour of thofc who have been the 
Infirumeots of bringing this melancholy Change about ; I 
know it has been attributed to Fortune, and to unforefeen 
Caufes. My Lords, I am very fenfible that Fortune has very 
often a very gfeat Hand in PubUc Events, and that a Nation 
may fufier a great deal from Events, that no Human Forefight 
could prevent or guard againil; but lam far from thlnkbg 
that this has been our Csm. I am apt to believe, my Lords, 
that Fortune has been fevourable to us, and prefented us 
with many Opportunities of raifing the Honour and Iiitereft 
of this Nation to as high a Pitch as ever, even while they 
have been fafFering the moft, but that thefe Opportunities 
have been all wantonly flighted and negleded. It is, my 
Lords, I am afraid, owing to a long Series of Mifcbndu£t, to 
a long Traill of weak Meafures, unfuccefsful and unnatural 
Expedients, and.not to Fortune, that this Nation has fufiisred 
fo much in her Charader and Inteieft in all the Courts of 
Europt. A very flight Review, my Lords, of our Condud 
for fome Years pad, may convince any Man of this Truth. 

* The Treaty of Virecht, my Lords, is a Meafure that we 
have been often told is the Source of all thofe Inconfiflencies 
that appear in our Condufi for thefe laft five and twenty 
Years. My Lords, I had the Honour of fitting in this Houfe 
at that Time, and to have fome Share in the SuccefTes that 
might have entitled us to a much better Treaty ; I am very 
fenfible it was not a good Treaty ; and when it came to be 
confidered by the Houfe, no Lord fpoke with greater Free- 
dom on that Occafion than I did. At the fame time, my 
Lords, my Oppofition to that Treaty could not proceed 
from any Diflatisfiiftiont from any Ill-will, that I could bear 
to thofe who concluded it. I lived on good Terms, nay, 
had perfonal Friendfliips with feveral who had a large Share 
in the Negotiations that brdught it about i but I oppofed it 
becanfe I thought it might have been better, and b^umfe it 
gave up many Advantages that we might have then juftl|i 
claimeo. Bat, my Lords, bad as it was, I don!t think yo« 
kave made a better fince } and had even the Advantages 
which the Nation gained by the Treaty of Utrtdn been im- 
proved by the next Miniftry, had they made a right Ufe of 
their Power in cementing the ihortliv«l Mifunderftaodinga 
that foon after broke out among our Atttes, and thus de- 

^riirlni; 


Attn If Ceo- ppvi"! fraiut of all, the Muni of retneVilig W J^f*^ 

IL t74B. apoB t^Ce DilTccence!, you might, liotW^ftaoJAie ffi^dhc 

»h/V>^ then happened,' lu ire gone on from GlorJ t<J 01irf)^'|iBfo* 

bfd JUeJ the Glance o£ Power mtiKtiMinyMt-mn 

iland*. ''•'' ' "■^' '''■ ■■'■ 

• But, mf totSs, the fuf cteding K^iffrf took M WMn^ 
iog fmm t^e Mifcondiia of their FrtiJt«e«<(H i1fliej''WWfc 

, fu> Care to avoid, treading in thpir Po^tft^i. 'th^ m'tCbiit 

. ID which the; led waa lo cfeafljr m^'fti-eiriilnitlf'jttiUted 

. outi they feij into a Train of fi>o1iffl NM>tbtlo(a, stitch 
dibbJi^ed and deuched your belt )^r|edl» From joaf Umj 
rffla. and whieh gave ^piir nattrral EilMii«rftii Op twrtWity 
of retrievingall thet lad loll. Th^' addled « MaKm^ 
liiy JLords, that any, ^ven the moS diA6D))uhibIe face, Va* 
preferable to a War, and by their inVblalilt Adfati«nU to 
thit Mazim. ibey have led }ou into all tUt DHcredfii I'ha^i 
almoftfaidSciandal, that ha« come upwfodl^in'air Qbar- 

.. teit. This Situation, my tordi^ ii tht' inore areadAil, it it 
is attended w!ih no Security. We' hate hegotiand bnr- 
kdvei out of all Reputation i and tho* wf'batt tern doing, 
nothing, but fo maftiiiK 'tVettie^ for 

. thefe twenty Ve. i^t diiiSi^ o» J^lljr 

in die. World, n ibU'iniin JUnit m 

in^nyflead. ^ > FiSff WUi«'aref 

your Allieit Hi ft'Affilbnce froiiraiix 

■ Power in Eareft fince yat frnter'tf inio tbii'War? tfr, ia 
Ihetcaoy App^araiKe of tlteir de^lirin^ in your. Farourf 
Having faid tbua jnuchiKiy LohJa, upiin tfac''GiefieraI 
£tate of the Nation at ihit Ttme, I'ftatI no# tiOuSTe 'yoot 
X^rdOiipi with myOptDionaa to ihisparticalar f^^ioir. 
^ndhere, ray Lordt, I csaiuft help 'dedar irjg, that I'think 
(lie Words of the Qiieflion are extremely prbper, and' that 
It it very becpniing ypo/ LordAtpf WiliJoni and Dignity^ 
while you have the Slat^ at the NatfoQ under fbm Confi- 
Jeiatlon, |o enquire into the Parclcuiars whidi Chii R^olu- 
lioD comprehcndi. Et conGIlSj my Lor^i, of iwo plain ttn- 
.deniable Fa£ti, and one Conlequence ; ^ereforte' I cannoc 
fce the lealt Grounds for fiibpoling with a noble loKf who 
, iw fpokea in xhh I^fbaw, that oar agrebin^ to the Refolu^ 
tioocaofver.refleA the lealf biDiotiour upon tUi eforioua 
Succefs U PortsBtlk, pr that it ii ■ Cenfure nportHe'CoD- 

, ta^tulationa which, have .been prefcnted alreiii^ 'A hia 
Majefly on that acpouiit. My I^rds.^roth WiilbiJfVatb, ' 
iWbatevcr Gjoflet are »ade to dtTgnife it, and nrhatiVSr At- 

.„ierapta are, made to pervert it. The prefebt QiietHoiicon- 

uins nothing but what f t'ery £>ard mbit admit Of. ' Tlw 

faits of which itconfillE^^are no way cotnplicated^ and mutt 
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be aoAftrffood by tytty body who takes the Pains to con- Anno h Of*, 
fider. the Faft ; wbic|)» my LoTd% is, tha^, if AdmiraF Fer- iVx74o- 
nan had bees furniih*d with a proper Body of Land>Forces, 
the uking of PortO'Billo might have been rendered not only 
more certain and infallible, but have been attended with 
greater CdBf«qaence» to the Nation. My Lords, the noble 
Lord. who made the Motion gave your Lordfhips no ground 
for thinking that he meant a Scriptural Infallibility, fuch an 
In&llibility as the Church of Rome veils in her Popes^ by 
the Words r/r/A/iir and infallible conxsMd in this Motion; 
no, my Lords, as I onderftand the Words of the Refolution, 
they mean no more, than that if Admiral Vernon had been 
fbrnUh^d with Land Forces, it was fifty thoufand to one if he 
had ^]'d in hjs Attack upon Porto-Belloi whereas there 
were many Chances to one againft his Succefs, as he was not 
InrnifbM with them. The Words certain and infallible^ 
therefore, are here put in Oppofition to the Precarioufnefs and 
Uncertainty he was under in making fuch an Attack with fo 
trifling a Number. For, my Lords, give me leave to fay it, 
had the Sfaniarjj behav'd with RefoIutiQn, had they defend- 
ed the Place as well as its Fortifications might have admitted 
of. Admiral Vernon could not have fucceeded. And as it was, 
my Lords, nothing but his own Intrepidity and good Conduct 
coQ'd have prevented his Ships coming very indifferently off; 
but he aded with the Refolution that became an Englijb Ad- 
miral ; he faid, he cou'd take the Place, and he would take 
it; and, my Lords, it was owing to him, and him only, that 
it was taken : For it appears that ^//Ship did all the Damage 
to the Spaniards, Now, my Lords, can any Lord doubt, 
that if Admiral Vernon had been properJy fupported by a 
fufficient Body of Land Forces, that he might not have 
attempted greater Matters than the taking and demoliihjng 
of Porto Bella? 

* Having faid thus much, my Lords, in Defence of the 
FaAs^containM in the Qaeftion, I come now to the Confe- 
^uence, which I fuppofe to have been that Part of the Mo- 
tion that has given Rife to all this Debate. This Confe- 
queace, my Lords, is, that the not fending Land-Forces 
with Mr. Vernon was a Piece of Mifmanagemeiit in the 
proliecuting thisjuft and neceflary War. My Lords, who 
doubts that it was? A noble Lord, who fpoke firft in the 
Debate, was pleased to fay, that ^ g^at many things were 
necei&ry to be provided, in order to embark any Number 
of Land -Forces for fo diilant a Voyage. My Lords, it is 
now a long Time fince I ferv'd, and it is poffible that at my 
Years I may have forgot a good deal ; but» my Lords, I 
hope, that what I have forgot is amply fupply'd by the Ex« 
perience and Capacity of my Cotempotaries and Fe! low- 
Officers, and that they (feveral of them, my Lords, fit in 

k this 


( Ixxiv ) 

^fino 14 Geo. this Hoofe) will fet me right iS I fhould miftake ia any 
IhiT^ Point. My Lords, I have been $. little ufed to Embarkuions, 
and I do agree with the noble Lord, that the £o)harkatioa 
of Troops is a very tedioas and difficult Matter. Bat your 
Lordfiiips will be pleas'd to obferve one Diftin&ion which 
the noble Lord did not make; and that is, my Lords, that 
there is a great Difference betwixt embiirking Horfe and 
Foot. I have had Experience of both, and it certainly la no 
cafy Matter to embark any Number of Horfe ;.bnr, my Xiords, 
it is by no means fo difficult a Matter to embark five or fix, 
or eight thoufand Foot.' And had fuch a Number been lem- 
bark'd at the Time when the Troops were brought over from 
Ireland^ my Lords, J make no doubt but by thja Tin>e wb 
might have been in the PolTeffion of a Plgce in the Witfi- 
Inaiis, which might have paid us for all the Exp^nce of this 
Wart had ^e kept it. The taking of Pprto-BeJIa, my Lords, 
was a brave A£lion ; it ihew*d what an Ef^lijb Squadiroo, if 
rightly commanded, can do ; but had Mr« rermn been at that 
time furniihed with a proper Body of Land- Forces, I don't 
know how far he might have carried his Conqaeils. Com- 
mon Fame reports, that he is now before Cartbi^f$uh and I 
wiih him all the Succefs which his Bravery and Condud de- 
ferve: But does any Lord here doubt, that if at this time, fap. 
pofing him to be before Carthagena^ he had eight or ten Bat- 
talions along with him, that he might not promife himfelf a 
nauch more certain and eafy Conqueft ? Had he eight or tea 
Battalions on board,my Lords,might he not attempt a Conqueft 
of more Importance to this Nation than even that of Cartba- 
gena itfelf. My Lords, I fpeak of thefe things according to the 
Light in which they appear to me : What private Reafons 
there might be for not fending Land Forces along with that 
Admiral, I (hall not pretend to account for ; becaufe lam no 
otherwife acquainted with the public TraniadlioBs, than all the 
good People of England either are or may be. 

< A noble Duke, who has fpoke in this Debate^ has faid, 
that the Seafon of the Year is to be confidered, and that the 
fending Troops into Amtrica at certain Seafons is attended 
with the woril Confcquences to the Perfons of the Men. My 
Lords, I am extremely feniible of that : and know^ that if yoi| 
fend Men from this Kingdom at fuch a Seafon, as that they 
mud land in Afnerica during the unwholefome Months, you 
fend them to their Death. For which Reafon, my Lords, 
when I heard a great deal of Talk about an Expedition, and 
that we wefe to fend over ten or twelve thoufand Men to Ami- 
rica^ in order to take toe Havama, or fome important Place 
from the Spaniards, I thought it was a very right Meafure : 
But when I heard, that the Troops defisned for that Expedi- 
tion, were to be fenc oC from Britain about the End ofFiSru* 
^y, or the Beginning oiMarcJb, I (aid that it was imp^iSblr, 
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ftnd^Hat they mufilandin Jmenca zt the very Timt when the Anno 14 Geo. 
▼lolenc Heats and UowholefoMnefs of the Climate muft kill, ^Ii'74f « 
at leafty^ne half of them. Therefore, my Lords, I was very 
glad to l^ear that this Expedition was delayed to a more pro- 
per Opportunity. But, my Lords, when Admiral Fernon faird 
from hence, it wa9 the propereft Seafon in all the Year for fend- 
ing Men oyer to America I for they muft have landed thereat 
the bed Time and in the mildeft Seafon of all the Year ; fo (hat 
no Objection of that kind can be brought againft our not fend- 
ing Land-Forces with Mr. Vermn. As we did not think pro- 
per to fend them at that time, niy Lords, we loft that Year ; 
and if we ihall let the approaching Seafon pafs without fend- 
ing 6ut the Troops defigned for the Expedition that is fo 
diuch t^ked 6f, we muft lofe another Year, and fo give the 
Spaniard mofQ Time for fortifying and putting themfelves 
upon their Goard. So that, my Lords, I take it this is a plain 
Argument why we ought to agree to this Refolution ; for if 
we knew at the Time of Mr. VernofT^ failing from hence, that 
wt ttuft lofe another Year, in cafe we did not fend the L^nd- 
I^orces then ;^ to be fure, they who were in the Diredlion of 
Afiairs were the more inexcufable, as they brought another 
Yearns Expences upon the Back of the Nation, which is fe 
Iittleabletobear.it. For, my Lords, it is there that we can 
mbft efiedually diftrefs them ; it is there that their mod fen- 
iible Parts lie ; and it is only by attacking them there, that we 
can ever hope to get out of this War with Honour and Ad- 
vantage. 

*The fame noble Duke was pleafed to aflert, that all had been 
done that was to be expeded on the Coaft of Old Spain^ where 
we have had a ftrong Squadron lying for near two Years paft. 
AH has been done, my Lords ! What fmgle Thing has oeen 
done, (except the taking a Ship or two) that could make the 
^//imiir^ifeel that vou had a Squadron there ? And, my Lords, 
give me leave to fay, a Squadron fitted ouc at a vail Expence 
10 this Nation ; it confided of more and better Ships thaa 
even Sit John yenningSiViho will always be rememberc^ on 
thofe Seas to his ifnmortal Honour, ever had the Command ofb 
Jt was a ilrong^r Fleet, my Lords, than ever was^glyen to 
Sit John Norris, who certainly* in his Way as a Sea-Ofiicer, 
is fuperior to any^Man in Europe, , My Lords, I think the Ser- 
vice upon which Mr. Haddock was fent deferved to have beeif 
6)in^itted to one of your Admirals, the beft and ableft ©lE- 
per in his Majefty^s Service ; I fay this, my Lords, without 
any Intention to reiiedi upon any Gentleman who has the 
Honour to ferve his Majefty as a S(;a- Officer; I have a great 
Efieem for aU» and no Exceptions to any of them : But,, my 
Lords, as our Reputation was beyond all things to be regard- 
ed, efpecially at the Beginning of this War, I think we ought 
to have employed thofe who had Rank and Standing in the 
' Fleet 
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Aoiio 14 Geo Fleet^bffidst^diirtgev wKichctery Man itfiippoM toktve; 
tl*^74^. and thit woold have, perhaps, given the SpdniarJi to onder- 
fiand chaf we were In Eameft, as much as any thing, except 
idme i^l^roaft Stroke. 

* But, my Lords, give me leave to a(k ^hathas this great 
Fleet done? What Return has the Nation had for all theini' 
menfe Expences (he has been at jn fitting it out ? ' Has it done 
any thing to retrieve your Eiooour? any thing to revenge your 
Wrongs ? any thing that may anfwer the great and neceflary 
Purpofes for which this War was enter*d into ? No i the 
Trade of the Nation hasiufferM vaftly in thofe wtty Seas where 
this Fleet by. The Spaniards have indeed been prevented 
Irom fending out their Ships ; but at the fame Time they have 
got a great many (afely home, notwithilanding the Vigilance 
of this Fleet of ours. There has nothing been done, my 
Lords ; and will any Man iay that nothing was to be done ? 
Unexperienc*d as I am In naval Affairs, I could point oat fe- 
veial things that might have been done, belides blocking their 
Ships up in the Bay of Colts 

* And here, my Lords, I muft beg yonr Lordihips Indul- 
gence a little, if I give the Hoofe my Sentiments with Re- 
gard to that favourite Piece of Service, I mean the blocking 
up the Spanijb Fleet in the Bay of Caiet. I know I am fin- 
gular in my Opinion on that Head, and I don*t expeft that 
many Lords win be of my Way of Thinking in this Particu- 
lar ; but^ my Lords, I think it was a very ufelefs, ill jadg*d 
Piece of Service : It was a Piece of Service that this Nation 
Jiad much better been without* I am forry, my Lords, that I 
djfEer with thofe who gave the Orders in this Refped ; but I 
think it had been much (setter that the Spantfi Fleet had fail'd. 
For, my Lords, if it had fail'd, we could hate followed them 
to Anurka^ perhaps overtaken them at open Sea ; in any 
Event we mud have met with them in their Wefi- Indies ; and 
then, my Lords, we could have dellroyed or taken them, 
which would have been a brave and a feaibnable Piece of Ser* 
vice to theNation. Nay,'my Lords, if we had had a properLand- 
Force on board, we could at the fame time have made other 
Pulhes, which could not have failed of being of vaft Advan- 
tage to this Nation, and putting the Differences betwixt us 
and Spain ufon a very fliort ISiae. 

* But, my Lords, to whatpurpofe has this Fleet been block- 
ing up the Spanijb Ships at! this time in their Harbour? Iff 
am rightly informed, or if I am to give any Credit to what is 
very pubiicly talked, that Service has been ineffedlual ; for the 
Spantjh Ships have efcapedi So that, my Lords, we have for 
two Years, at a vaft Expence, been endeavouring to do what 
we find turns out to no manner of Account, while there weie 
many Services which that Fleet might have performed, that 
mufl have put an end to the War in our Favour before this time. 
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Idmow, Biy LuiMi U wit giveii ou^ Ait Pm^-iUtm fm in A«io t^ Oe^ 
'Danger, mm thatonriUiiiira] ins faikd lo prevcat lay Sur- \^^* 
;prize£:MQ tluit Qnarier $ bat when 1 nfk&npon tlicJ^ii^^ 
lime he has now been at Sea, and the Nattf« of the Seas whert 
lie has beea lying. I doobt hb Ships have bceA fo dreadfully 
out of order, that he has been obligtd lo leavo Us Scttioo. 
^From what I have faii, yoiur Lordihips nuy fte that ithpfu 
dent, the War on that Qgarter has beo vciy ill managed, and 
Forlnne is not to blame ; for we haye met with no erofs Ac- 
cidents, no Lofles, that have di&bled as from performing Ser* 
vices that might have been fdid and lafttog Advantages to iht 
Nation, befides fairing the 'vaA Sums that we have been obliged 
to expend. I ihall not, my Lords, preiendto point ont by whoft 
Fault all this has happened. I know Admiral HmtldHk to be a 
very biave.'worthy Man, and one who I am fore would, as fiir aa 
the Force he had with him conid icach, perform any Pieceof 
Service for the Honour of his Kingand Coontty, that ho waa 
leat out on: Infoort, my Lords, I kmyw him to beaMaa, who^ 
as a Sea-Officer, has every good Quality, except that of great 
Experience in great Command. For all them fiLeafons, my 
Lords, wben 1 reflet upon the nnadive State he has been ia 
ever fince he iailed from EifUmd; when at (he fiime Time I 
reflefl upon the greatServices. which it was in his Power to hava 
performed, I cannot in Charity but doubt that his Inftrodiona 
hound op his Hands. There is not, iny Lords, a common Sailor 
that won*t tell you, if you ask him, that £fcy Things might 
have been done to annoy the SpmuanU upon thoie very Seas. 
* Having iaid this much with regard to Admiral HmdAek, 
and what has been done in the I/Uditirtanian^ I ihall now 
take the Liberty to make fome Obfervations upon what 
a noble Duke has faid in Excuie for our not fending a 
fufficieot Namber of Troops to the Wifi-Indiu, Hie 
Grace took Notice, that when Mr. f^^ram ikiled, the Bat- 
talions from Inlimdhwd been arrived bnt two Days, and there- 
fore that they were in a rery bad Condition to be Ihipped 09 
board for fuch a Voyage. It is very true, my Lords, that it 
maft have have been impradicaUe to have feat thefe Troops 
on board at that Time. But what I would be informed of 
is. Why tbofe Troops from In/amd were not fooner bnau^i 
over ? Qm it be pretciided, that it was uncertain we flioald 
enter into a War with Sfain before that Time? My Loids, X 
appeal to the Papers upon your Lordihips Table, to proves 
that, even in tho^ Opinion of our Miniiftry, the War was then 
inevitable. I ^)peal to what palled in this rtry Hoofe, when 
feveral Lords, who certainly knew a great deal of wlttt waa 
paffiog at that Time, declared, that all Speaking and Treating 
was'iiow at an end; and that tlien^was the Time for Afting. 
But, my Lords, where could the Harm have been, if, noon 
even the Safpicioathat the. Nation wu to enter into a Wart 
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. %Ag art iwy UMiif^inch Giralnno wtotc up and down this 
^rVX/ SiJifAMtf Mfeivl^ Vr^lf awiky, doii'f leare us the leaft robai 
««r qiktliit, htit tMt ^ K^lrifihy, loAg before tliac Time, 
kitfMr OMt * mptore Wiefa SfuinwHt tituhroidable. 
' * nfy iioVdf, I ^ifti6l6cw (0 f|)eak a: little with regLrd Co 
|IM MiMfi^MMie'aFott^ Afifrt at Land, the Element t6 which 
Wf dtsMem hate bMi^tkMftly ccmfinid. And here* mf iDrds, 
Ijlf^ im Ldmr ttf fty/Qirat I atuh 'gfre tip all Pretenfioas to 
tbftiilrtMi Q^ftilll, if th^i^ hare not been many vnoa^ Steps 
llrilM.itt tK« AAiiN tff the Attny^Uffktik appears to ita6, 
M^eW^MCflifl^ feto'fbh Vtut. I aril ^TM q/ this <^;>p6r- 
tiMity of iM^MftilTAg ft^ havfng'^nJKhand in fuch a Onlduaf* 
ir 4 ^Ver/ Di^ o^^^^i^ sif ^^ who give the O/ders fhall 
ftif^swy Honodfr fVMr theSf Mtttigtmem, I fhkll rdb theM 6f 
ik^ SHAre' c^ 4t, iMT i vMi them taxxch Joy id it ; but it the 
faitt^'t^ftie', lirhlR^ ^b«t I reriothtce the Hoiioai', I rrfafe to 
iMhncf ilMy Phrt bf tfte EKfcreAt that hiay arife from the prefeih 
HMTdit^thad tft^ j^urf(ied. Tfttf ilbbl^ Ddk6 who fpoke in 
HM DAife, fald, ^haNl' he fhoiAf have looked upon himfelf as 
i TlVJter td hf^PHifcfe, if he had advifed hitti to iny other 
MMMiret fhaft ^hithitt beeti purfhed. llty Lords, therd 
me t^lt Dekeaitd T tirrdelv di/ter : Had I had the Honour to 
httft AivifU hitf Maj<%> I ihouid have been cleariy of Opi- 
nion, thtf^ i Body 6f 6'or Jlooo Men fhoufd have been fent out 
^HH M«. F€f no/ft iind theft too of the bed Troops we have. It 
%rer owing -to Mr. Vtmtrt^s Courage, my Lqw^ that he fuc- 
dM^^s he 6ii, and he has been nobly rewarded : He £as, 
tt^^Lerds, 4iad the Very ^me Reward th^t was bellowed upon 
Iflie latV Duke of Mar!h$teugh upon the Vidlories of Hocbfied^ 
'RmtlUts^ and MalpiAqueii and that is, the AdifrelTesof both 
ii^ufes of ParHament, and of the City of London, congratu- 
MliM his* Majefty upon his Snccefs. So that there cannot^ 
A/ Lords, be greater Honours done to a Sobjedl, than what 
iMls tfik this <%caiion beeti done t6 thart brave, Honeft Man 
i/^ Firnotii that is the greateft t^hara&er that I can ghre any 
Xftt«i and that Charadler I know he deferves. But, my 
LoHllV ^^ Officer in the Kitfg^t Service has for fome Years 
^ Mide ^ fktl^ a Figure irt his Way, as this gallant Adnai- 
f9\ htfs d6rf>e. i cannot' hy what this is owing td ; but hii 
|k«fent ^lory nrakes him ample Amends for all his late Ob- 
mfity. Artd, my Lords, give me Leave here to obferve^ 
/ iMikt a ¥a1l l^ncoQpagement it h for aH his Majefty*s Oficert 
iiy db their Duty,' when they relied^; that their Succefs pro-. 
ttt^9ifhem the greateil Rewards and Honours. 

I ^ My Lords, I am Tar ftotn believiD£; tht Gentlemen of the 

Navy, when they cell 05^ that their Ships ait a foffideiit Cnaid 
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tp OQf Coift*. 4iid lh«t we c^ by roflttit of dicai ymttot ill Asm 14 Omt^ 

l»n^Qn». I do admit, my Lords* thtt die Ftpuh nnfUk^ }^!:l!Si 

ais Oppartttnitx to throw over 10 or i^om>Mem here, ioA 

thet 0iir Ships eeo't pwent tkeii iMnimgi bpt» ^a^ Lo$i9, 

the' we faftd fent oul tee fieitalioM with Mr. i^«riMe, we tM 

b«4 1 1,000 Men kft ti»gtianitlie Natjw^ and theft tniift 

bevebeen an Orer-|iiatch'fi>raBy Nfimhesof Mee die fMitB^ 

GO«ld hevtt landed here. Aii the Nenfaur/ my Lords, ««4ritlir 

tt»ey cen throw over to th^ Coiwtry, before our f Iki eon 

eo«ie feo our Afliifauice, aisc fe tncDnfideraUe^ ibec Ibebr Leod* 

jjig w^ttM deierre the Niupie of a SmfrUoi^ latber tbaaol Mr 

hemfim. 

*• Lst 00 iiippofe tbf WDfft, my Lords, and that wobad bee« 
juToded with a greater Number, our i8/>oo Mea mall ftlH 
bare nide Head agaiall tbem \ aad I dare 67, it ooald hitvw 
been no difiodt Thing for the Govennnnic^o have ralM Re* 
emits as many as they could have Oceafioo fbt^. 

^ B«t» my Lords, i caanot lor my Life eeocewe wfaaclboeM 
tempt Frear/ to invade you; AehasActbeHtadof berCena** 
csls a Minifier who knows how to make Pea^, and hew tw 
saake War, and bpth equally t0 the Hpneev of his CornKfy.* 
If that Mhnifier, mj Lords, enten^Mos any Deiigae to the 
Frcjndtceof this Nation, he will never invade bs While beba* 
us in the very Sitaation he coald wiflif;^. We are now pay-' 
ing great Fleets, great Armies, my Lords % we baeo been 
paying them for fome Years paft, and all to no Purpofe. This 
plays the Game of France j if flie has a Defign to break with 
you, more cfiefluajly than any Invaf on ca^ do, while the 
Nation reaps no Advantage from the vaft Expence fhe is at. 
My Lords, I am afraid we are now fuffering mofe, than if 
ihe were actually at War with us : We, from Year to Year, 
keep up ufelefs Armaments by Sea and Land, which muft 
ruin our Finances ; and Finances, my Lords, are the ^lood 
and Sinews of War. 
* The noble Duke took Notice, that our agreeiagtothisRefo* 
^ lution looked like paiEng a Cenfure upon what we had already 
congratulated his Maje^y for. No, my Lords, I fee no Rea- 
fon for viewing it in that Light. , It is very poffible, that thia 
Houie may approve of one $tep, and difrpprove of tie reft» 
and I believe there are many. Precedents qH jt. The noble 
Duke likewife faid, that the infamous Libels whieb are daily 
publiflied againft the Government, are a proper Coafideration 
for this Houfe, when we are upon the Stu<s of the Nation. 
My Lords, 1 have Occafion to fee a good many Papers wrote 
upon public Affairs upon both Sides of the Queftion. My 
Opinion of them, my Lords, is, that on one Side they ar^ . 
weak, fcnrrilous, void of Reafoning, and never can be ac« 
cufed of Wit: On the other Side, they are wrote with at leaft 
a Shew of Reafoning and Argument^and with a regard to good 
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1^ Gm$ Soifr aid good MtBOCrs. And, my Lords, ft is notoHoQi y"" 

Ihjrj^ .^ ihit ia the Ftpers of tlw foriDer« feme of the greateft Cha* 

^^ * mderi ia the Natkm have been attacked and biackeaed: So 

that an Enquiry of thai-lKind wookly I believe, come out no 

way ia fcvour of thofe who write for the Adminiftration. 

* Upon the whole, my Lords, I don't fee the leaft Incoo* 
veniency that can attend your Lordihipi agrceiof to the RefiK 
lation : To me it contains nothing but a plain demonfbable 
Fa& i and all the Argoments I SaTe heard ag^aft it hare 
father coninned me in 6voor of it. I ice no Reafon why 
yonr LocdAipt iboukl be in. any pain aboot agfeeing to n 
Thing that can'aftd bat a very few, and may occafete the 
irtnre Maaagiiment of this l¥ar to be pot upon a more fyx€ 
a^d advantageoos Footing for this Nation than it has hitherto 
been. I am pcrfiiaded,.my Lords, that if the Thing that is 
ceafined in this Refekition. had been propinrly provided agatnft, 
we (hooM hAve J>y this Time brought oar Enemies re^ry low, 
and have either oUiged thofe who are neater to be oar very 
good Friends, or to declare themfelves infnch a manner at 
m^ pot as iqpon.oor Goaid^ and let ns know what we are 
IP expeft. My Lords, I aik yonr Lordfliips Pardon for har- 
ing troubled yon thos long, but I thought the Importance of 
the Qccaiion required it. I fliali conclude with 
that I am for agreeing to the Motion.' 
. It was acverthelcrs cankd in the Negative. 
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Vot. r. TT^ AGE 64, read Mutton. 221, Scroggs, 247. for 
X^ Hwjkretd Throui. 332, in the Side Notes, read 
Mtithg, 351, DitKne. 354, read Ought not to he 
funijhei. 

Vol. II. Page 21, in the Notes, read Su^ehjhn, 125, for 
Kngati've, read j^rmatwt. 430, I. 23, after the 
Word MoUfiation, read 7bi Dijfenters art £»farfr99^ 
Haying the like feleration, that. Sec, 

Vol. V. Page 92, for Harrington, read Hintonn 
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